
4 Ways to Multiply Disciples the Way Jesus Did  

For our ministries to have a truly exponential impact, all of us need to be mentoring, developing, and 

multiplying disciples. Read more now.  

 

4 Steps to a More Welcoming Church Building  

Visitors often form a first impression of a church based on the appearance of the areas they first 

encounter, such as the entry and restrooms. Read more now. 

Free Lenten Resources: With Ash Wednesday a week away, UM Communications offers free 
downloadable social media content for Lent and Holy Week. See what’s available 

Lausters Compile Jones Lenten Devotional: Washington DS Brad Lauster’s life has been so impacted by 
the writings of E. Stanley Jones that he and his wife Karen compiled a daily devotional booklet with 18-
weeks of daily entries drawn from Jones’ writing. Lauster received permission from the E. Stanley Jones 
Foundation to share the devotional with his colleagues and friends in ministry. Entries begin with Ash 
Wednesday. Download Above All Else devotional. 

Know Your Spiritual Gifts? You and others in your congregation can discover their spiritual gifts and 
how to use them with a new online tool and other resources from Discipleship Ministries. Learn more  
Take Spiritual Gifts Inventory 

 
Starting a New Small Group or Ministry Team? Resource UMC offers Seven Creative Icebreakers to help 
people get to know each other. See them. 

Use the 2020 Social Principles in Your Church! The new Social Principles are a resource  the whole 
church can use. Learn how you can use the Social Principles preface and preamble in your pulpit, Sunday 
school class, and in advocacy. Visit umcsocialprinciples2020.org/resources 

 
48 Older Adult Ministry Ideas from Discipleship Ministries: As you plan for intentional older adult 
ministry, keep in mind that each older adult is an individual. One ministry idea won't meet all needs. 
 
From the Office of Children, Youth and Families (OCYF) regarding the National Sex Offender Registry 
(NSOR) clearance.  The NSOR clearance requirement is intended for licensed child care 
facilities. Churches that have a licensed child care facility within them would require paid workers to 
obtain the NSOR clearance, in addition to other required clearances. If your church has a licensed child 
care center those workers/volunteers would need the additional clearance and you are urged to follow 
up on this as soon as possible.  
 
Let's Talk about Faith and Race: Free Video Study Series – “Moving Faith Communities to Fruitful 
Conversations about Race” is a dialogue about race in America that may be used to help your church 
bring people together to talk about moving forward bravely and boldly in the name of Christ. The 
resource is divided into four 15-minute videos which may be used in one or more sessions. Watch now.  
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New- Adult Studies for Lent from the Lewis Center and the Wesley Ministry Network. Our studies 
encourage energetic discussion and personal reflection. Titles include: Changes Congregations Face, 
Leading Like Nehemiah, The Methodist Class Leader, Simply Christian, Religion and Science, Serious 
Answers to Hard Questions, Journey through the Psalms, and more. Learn more and order now. 

 
Lenten Devotional: Pittsburgh Theological Seminary’s 2020 Lenten Devotional (free online) includes 
entries written by distinguished alumni and board members, including some United Methodist clergy. 
Get details and download the devotional.  
New Name for Credit Union: Keystone United Methodist Federal Credit Union is starting their 67th year 
with a new name-CommonRoots Federal Credit Union. They will be transitioning to their new name and 
logo throughout the month of January. In this season of growth, they acknowledge their roots and how 
they support and nurture us. Read more. 

Starting a Hunger Relief Program: Thinking about starting a food pantry or soup kitchen in your 
organization? CongregationU can help. We have developed a new online course that will help you learn 
about the challenges and rewards of operating a hunger relief program in your community. There is a 
world of information out there about this topic, but where do you start? This 90-minute online course 
whittles down the bigger picture to the details of how you can actually get started. The course can be 
purchased individually for just $16 per user, and is also included with our cost-effective Unlimited 
Package. Contact us at 866.862.5855 or info@congregationu.com or visit our website to purchase this 
course today! 
   
Disability-friendly? Local churches can now earn a "Disability-Friendly and Accessible Church" badge to 
proclaim their building is barrier-free. Whether your church building is already accessible or your 
congregation is working to make it so, this new program can benefit every faith community. Learn more 

 
The Ins and Outs of Tax Exemption for your church: We have developed an easy and efficient way for 
you to verify your ministry's tax exempt status. Understand what an EIN is and the ins and outs of tax 
exemption. Learn more 

 
The United Methodist Insurance Program has announced revised minimum insurance requirements for 
local church property coverage. The General Council on Finance and Administration board approved the 
revisions in November. CLICK HERE for more information. CLICK HERE to request a quote. 

 
Ministry Entrepreneurship Certificate Program from March 5-7, 2020 in Washington, DC. This program 
guides you in thinking beyond the old ways of doing church so that you become a more effective leader. 
The program is designed for pastors and ministry leaders seeking innovative ways of addressing ministry 
challenges today. Sessions: Emotional Intelligence; Sustaining while Disrupting; and Design Thinking. 
Learn more & register now. 

 
New- Summer Short-Term Service Sites - UM Youth Missions: If you are exploring options for short-
term mission and service projects this summer, consult this map. This handy tool connects you directly 
with Methodist-affiliated and youth-friendly sites where you can serve! You can also check out the 
planning tips from “Mission Trips for First Timers” on page 11 of the “Ministry with Young People: 
Strategies and Methods for Leaders”. Download Free PDF 

 
Youth and Young Adults are wanted to serve on General Agency Boards of Directors: Every four years, 
one way that Young People’s Ministries can help advocate and amplify the voice of young people in the 
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UMC is to provide a list of youth and young adults who are willing to serve as members of the Boards of 
Directors for each Board or General Agency of the church! If you are selected, you would serve one 
quadrennium (four years). This as a “free agent pool” of young people that the church can use to ensure 
young voices are at the table! If you are interested, please complete the form. Completed forms are due 
by June 25, 2020. 

 
The Case for Church Membership: People are less inclined today to join a church than in the past, even 
if they are interested and involved. But membership still matters, say Jayson Bradley, as it is a 
proclamation of commitment, belief, mutual support, and a desire to mature as part of a community. 
Read more now. 
  
Introducing the New UMC Social Principles: Eight years ago, the General Conference called the UMC 
Board of Church and Society to lead a revision of the Social Principles in order to live more fully into our 
identity as a global church. The new document was created with feedback from thousands of United 
Methodists across Africa, the Philippines, the U.S. and Eurasia. Learn more and see the results. 
   
Mission Trip to Zimbabwe: Want to experience Africa with The Nyadire Connection?  TNC teams will 
travel later this year to connect with friends and support ministries at the Nyadire Mission Centre. 
Activities include Bible School, Sports Camp, building projects at the Home of Hope Orphanage (laundry 
tubs, playground, bookshelves, etc.), teaching basic computer skills, vocational skills with the Hearing-
Impaired, medical assistance (CPR, speech therapy, dental hygiene, eyeglasses, sanitary pad sewing), 
creating videos and audio recordings, tackling energy and water issues, and more.  The next team plans 
to travel July/August 2020. Contact Molly Michael with any questions at mollyalice.michael@gmail.com. 
Learn more at Nyadire.org. 
   
Wesley on Stewardship: John Wesley, Methodism's founder, grew up poor. But the sale of his writings 
and his preaching made him one of England's wealthiest men. He made sure to give almost all of it 
away. Charles Edward White, a professor at Spring Arbor College, writes about Wesley's stewardship of 
money. Read commentary 
  
Connect with Financial Leaders! Joe Park, managing partner of Horizons Stewardship, says research 
shows that people who are leaders in financial giving to churches are increasingly opting to give 
elsewhere. He offers 5 Reasons your Financial Leaders Don’t Give More. See what they are 

Understanding the UMC Budget Have questions about where your giving goes within the UMC? Check 
out our new handy infographic from GCFA. View the graphic 
 
Form I-9 Compliance online course: Form I-9 is integral to fulfilling legal requirements in order to hire 
individuals to work in the United States. I-9 Forms are one of employers’ biggest concerns and are often 
filled out incorrectly, which can lead to costly mistakes. GCFA Online Training Ministries is holding a 
webinar to assist you with keeping your church in full compliance. This free course will be available at 
10:00am CDT on January 30th, 2020. "Register Now" 
 
Have a Memorable Mission Moment? In the weeks leading up to our Global Mission Revival on March 
14, we’re sharing brief video stories of memorable mission moments. First up is Jessica Speer, who 
chairs our Global Partnership committee. You’re invited to share a story too. Watch  
 
UMC.org: Our newly redesigned website is now live! Learn about some of the new features and sections 
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to find at UMC.org! Explore   
Local Church Communications Guide: United Methodist Communications can help you communicate all 
the good you can. Use the new Church Leader Guide to find training courses, outreach tools, marketing 
support, giving resources, web ministry tips, grant opportunities, information sources, inspirational 
ideas and more. See guide online 
 
Local Church Communications Guide: United Methodist Communications can help you communicate all 
the good you can. Use the new Church Leader Guide to find training courses, outreach tools, marketing 
support, giving resources, web ministry tips, grant opportunities, information sources, inspirational 
ideas and more. See guide online 

Update Your Find-A-Church Information!  People are searching for a peaceful place to celebrate Advent 
and Christmas, and many turn to Find-A-Church to locate United Methodist churches in their zip code. 
Your church already has a profile – update it today. Include worship times, ministry opportunities and 

much more. Don’t wait! It may take a few days for changes you make to appear. Learn how 
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