
 
 
March 16, 2020 
 
Dear clergy of the Butler District, 
  
As you may have heard, the CDC has revised its recommendation and is now 
recommending that, for the next 8 weeks throughout the U.S., organizers cancel or 
postpone in-person events that consist of 50 people or more. Here is a link to the 
CDC’s recommendations: 
  
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
  
I realize that many of our churches have already made the decision to cease in-
person ministry through the end of March. If you have not, please make adjustments 
to bring your church into compliance with the CDC recommendation. (For example, if 
you are still holding worship and have a congregation of over fifty people, please 
divide that service into two services in order to limit the crowd and ensure 
opportunity for appropriate safety measures and social distancing.) 
  
These are challenging days for our nation and world, and uncharted territory for all 
of us. People are anxious about their health, their finances, their work, and their 
loved ones. Never has it been more urgent for the church to be a voice of hope and a 
source of practical help. Please help your congregations to be that voice and source 
in creative ways. 
  
I am in the process of organizing a Zoom conference call this week for the clergy of 
the Butler District. You will receive another email with information about the call by 
the end of today (Monday). Please be looking for that. 
  
The Cabinet will meet on Wednesday and Thursday of this week (with the Appointive 
Cabinet meeting in-person on Wednesday and the Coordinating Cabinet meeting via 
Zoom on Thursday.) 
  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html


I know that most of us connected with each other via text or email over the 
weekend. As always, reach out to me if I can be of any support to you or your 
congregation. Our conference staff is hard at work to provide both information and 
ministry ideas, and I will work with the staff to make certain that these are available 
to you in the days ahead. 
  
Please know how grateful I am for all of you and for the leadership you are providing. 
I am attaching a prayer litany that I wrote over the weekend. Perhaps it will be a help 
to you as you pray with your people. 
  
Blessings to all of you in the name of Jesus, whose grace is sufficient for every 
season—including this one. 
  
Eric Park 
 
 
 
 
 


