
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 11, 2020 

  

  

Dear friends and colleagues across the Butler District, 

  

In his prayer for his disciples recorded in John’s Gospel, Jesus offers these words to the heart of God:  

“Holy Father, protect them in your name…I speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy 

complete in themselves…sanctify them in the truth…” (John 17:11-17). In these words we find a portion of 

Jesus’ desire for his church—that it will become a community where people are both protected and 

nurtured; both kept safe and sanctified in a spirit of radical hope. 

  

I am inviting you to become that kind of a church with particular focus and attentiveness in this Lenten 

season—a church that protects its people while nurturing vibrant hope. 

  

As a result of the coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19), communities and institutions throughout our nation 

and world are in the process of implementing temporary changes in their practices and routines in an 

effort to limit the further spread of the virus. If you have not already done so, I am asking you to begin 

giving prayerful attention to how your church might join these efforts in a way that protects your people 

while at the same time caring for their needs. 

  

To this end, please read the just-released statement from our episcopal leader, Bishop Cynthia Moore-

Koikoi. The statement is as pastoral as it is practical and contains wise counsel, along with an additional 

link to information provided by Dr. Jessica Price (who leads our conference’s Abundant Health Team). 

  

Here is a link to Bishop Moore-Koikoi’s statement:  

http://wpa-

email.brtapp.com/viewinsite/14b2d777fcc5389f92d37853a1c9b31f?email=Butler.DS@wpaumc.org 

  

In addition to reading the Bishop’s statement, please make the following action steps a priority: 

  

1. Care well for yourself in this season, since you cannot minister to others effectively without practicing 

good self-care. Make it a point to get plenty of rest. Stay well hydrated and nourished. And follow the 

CDC’s recommendation to wash and sanitize your hands frequently while avoiding the touching of your 

face with unwashed hands. 

  

2. Care well for others. If you are at all sick or symptomatic, honor your community by staying at home 

and avoiding contact with other people. Seek medical attention immediately. If you are not sick, give 

responsible care to those who are. 

 

https://wpa-email.brtapp.com/!HnROl6WkdmTud7x0inby33EdXpRWlZDhM5587+tRN06sQ6kkZB3wQlWKXwQV-TstM
https://wpa-email.brtapp.com/!HnROl6WkdmTud7x0inby33EdXpRWlZDhM5587+tRN06sQ6kkZB3wQlWKXwQV-TstM


  

3. Become creative and innovative in your church’s ministry. While some of you may decide 

(consultatively, not unilaterally) to make temporary changes in your church’s worship life and other 

rhythms of activity, seek out other communicational avenues by which to remain connected to one 

another, including social media, phone trees, email networks, and conference calls. 

  

4. Be extra-mindful of the most vulnerable in your congregation and community, including senior citizens; 

the hospitalized; nursing home residents; the financially-challenged; the homebound and infirm; and those 

most prone to feeling isolated and marginalized. Make certain that such individuals and families are 

contacted regularly and cared for attentively. 

  

5. Do not compromise your witness by mocking or belittling people who may be more concerned and 

anxious about COVID-19 than you are. Making people’s heartfelt anxiety fodder for derisive humor 

dishonors both them and the Christ who cares deeply about their fears. 

  

6. Resist the temptation to reduce this pandemic to partisan political narratives. Social media is currently 

replete with commentary that reflects highly charged and deeply politicized interpretations and 

presuppositions related to COVID-19. Such commentary often serves only to distort our collective 

discernment and intensify our divisions. Jesus calls the church to a far kinder and more unified response 

to the crisis than this. 

  

7. Make certain that compassion, patience, sensitivity, and prayer are your governing impulses 

throughout this season, thereby ensuring that the love of Christ will find vibrant expression in your 

continuing journey. 

  

Even as I type these words, I am praying for all of you. May God’s grace sustain and equip you and your 

congregation throughout this Lenten season and beyond. And may the living Christ grant supernatural 

deliverance and healing to this hurting world that he loves so dearly. 

  

Gratefully and prayerfully, 

 Eric S. Park 

 

Eric S. Park 

Butler District Superintendent 
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