
 

March 19, 2020 

Hello, friends. 

  

As information continues to unfold related to COVID-19, I want to remain connected to you in our shared 

discernment related to our decision-making. 

  

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf has ordered that all “non-life-sustaining businesses” be shut down, 

effective 8:00 p.m. on Thursday evening, March 19. 

  

As you might imagine, this news has inspired a great deal of conversation on social media and 

elsewhere, much of which revolved around this question: “What is on the list of non-life-sustaining 

businesses?” 

  

Here is an article on Governor Wolf’s decision: 

  

https://www.wtae.com/article/gov-wolf-orders-closure-of-all-non-life-sustaining-businesses-at-8-pm-

thursday/31789709 

  

And here is an official list of non-life-sustaining businesses: 

  

https://htv-prod-media.s3.amazonaws.com/files/untitled-1584653124.pdf 

  

If you examine the list, you will see (near the very end of the list) that “religious organizations” are indeed 

given permission to “continue physical operations.” However, I would urge you to remember that, 

although religious organizations, according to this list, are permitted to continue in their operations, the 

CDC’s recommendation of the suspension of all in-person gatherings of 10 persons or more is still in 

effect. It is your Bishop’s and your District Superintendent’s strong recommendation that churches follow 

the CDC’s guidelines in order to ensure our best effort to honor our denominational commitment to doing 

no harm. 

  

Of course, this does not mean that our churches must cease their ministry. Quite the contrary, this is an 

open door for churches to engage in perhaps the most significant, creative, and life-saving ministry that 

they have ever done! Please keep figuring out what that means for your church. 

  

Please know that I am with you in this journey, and that I am so very proud of you for the innovative, 

compassionate, and Christ-honoring ministry that you are offering in this uncharted territory. Please 

remember to take good care of yourselves in the midst of it all. And take good care of your inner-circle 

relationships. 

  

As always, call upon me if I can be of help, encouragement, or support. 

  

Your colleague and friend, 

  

Eric Park 
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