
Cross Section #9 (Wednesday, March 31) 
 

Basin and Towel: A Place of Incarnated Love 
 
Scripture Focus: 
John 13:1-20 
 
Thematic Focus: 
Jesus’ controversial impulse to wash the feet of his disciples stands as a timeless revelation that 
the politics of his kingdom are grounded, not in a spirit of entitlement or self-aggrandizement, 
but in a radical servanthood that revolutionizes both social dynamics and accepted notions of 
upward mobility. If the only motivation behind doing a good and sacrificial thing for another 
person is a desire to appease guilt or meet a need or generate gratification, it can quickly 
become an act of charity offered to a pitied recipient from a position of power and privilege. By 
contrast, if one allows oneself to be consistently shaped by the idea that, when one serves 
another person, both the server and the one served reflect the face and heart of Jesus for one 
another, the moment of serving carries us beyond a spirit of charity and into an enlivening 
engagement with the very character of God. Consider, for example, the unique opportunity you 
have today to serve the people in your network of relationships through your ardent and specific 
prayers, your well-timed phone calls, your sacrificial generosity, and your tangible acts of 
compassionate ministry. No one else can serve the people in your life in exactly the same way you can 
and with the same perspective. Whose tired and hurting “feet” might you wash this Holy Week with 
the outpoured water of your servanthood? 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. Reflect upon Jesus’ washing of the disciples’ feet. How does that experience speak to your 
heart this Holy Week? Why do you think the experience is significant? What does it reveal 
about the heart of God? 

2. Reflect upon your own ministry of serving and your church’s. What is God speaking to your 
heart this week about those ministries? 

3. Where is the Holy Spirit inviting you to “wash some feet” in new ways in a spirit of sacrificial 
generosity and servanthood? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for Jesus’ stunning servanthood, offered in his beautiful love for the world 
• Prayer for a deeper servant’s heart, individually and congregationally 
• Prayer for people around us who are in need of compassionate ministry 
• Prayer for strength and courage to serve in new and risky ways 

 


