
Cross Section #7 (Monday, March 29) 
 

Parade: A Place of Worshipful Hosanna 
 
Scripture Focus: 
Matthew 21:1-10 
 
Thematic Focus: 
What makes Palm Sunday such an odd and challenging observance in the life of the church is 
that, while we long to lose ourselves in the jubilance of the leafy branches and impromptu 
coronation parade, we cannot seem to forget about the forbidding cross that stands starkly at 
the end of the week. On Palm Sunday, we get caught between the exuberance of a cavalcade 
and the anguish of Calvary. Maybe that is part of the revelation. Perhaps the discordant 
emotions and rhythms of Palm Sunday and Holy Week teach us that life's moods and 
circumstances will often be wildly incongruous and unpredictable. Sometimes rejoicing and 
suffering will be just a few heartbeats away from each another. But here is the grand and 
reliable truth: Jesus is fully present through all of it. He is attentively at hand in both the shouts 
of "Hosanna!" and the cries of "Crucify him!" He is fully on-site in both our laughter and our 
weeping, in both our vibrant rejoicing and our profound suffering, in both life and death, fully 
experiencing every nuance of our celebration and every portion of our heartbreak. How 
amazingly good it is to know that his heart invests fully in our highest highs and our lowest 
lows, our palm branches and our crosses, our communal gatherings and our quarantines, so 
that nothing goes wasted in our journey, neither the rejoicing nor the suffering. Jesus is busy 
weaving the threads of both into his brilliant tapestry of redemption. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. Reflect on Jesus’ triumphal arrival at Jerusalem and the worshipful “Hosannas” from the 
crowd. Why is it significant that Jesus entered Jerusalem in such triumphant fashion? 
Why is the gathered crowd’s response important? 

2. Reflect on your own shouts of Hosanna and your personal life of worship. What is it 
about Jesus that inspires your Hosanna? How might you deepen or intensify your 
worship of the God who came to us in Jesus? 

3. What do you celebrate most about your church’s ministry of worship? 
 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for a Christ who is worthy of our Hosannas 
• Prayer for those who desperately need Jesus to enter their hearts and lives  
• Prayer for a deeper spirit of gratitude, worship, and praise in my personal discipleship 
• Prayer for the church’s ministry of worship, that it might resonate with a fresh 

“Hosanna” 
 
 


