
Cross Section #6 (Wednesday, March 24) 
 

Mountain: A Place for Transfigured Vision 
 
Scripture Focus: 
Matthew 17:1-9 
 
Thematic Focus: 
Interestingly, the Greek word that has traditionally been translated as “transfigured” is 
μεταμορφόω (metamorphoó), from which we derive the English word, “metamorphosis.” 
When the word is used in the New Testament (4 times), it describes, not the changing of an 
identity (as though something completely new comes about), but the heightened revelation of 
a glory that is already there—an illumination of a thing already present but perhaps hidden or 
unrecognized. When Jesus is transfigured, in other words, it is not a moment in which he 
suddenly BECOMES glorious. Rather, it is a moment in which his already-actualized glory finds 
grand expression in a manner that ushers his disciples into a revelation of the historical and 
cosmic significance of the Lordship of the One they are following. Do such "transfigured 
moments" still occur? Are there still occasions when God takes hold of ordinary circumstances 
and transfigures them so that the presence and glory of God (perhaps momentarily hidden 
beneath a blanket of pain and grief) find fresh revelation? Perhaps Lent is an opportunity to pay 
attention to the transfigured moments that God is presently initiating in our journey—moments 
when the reality and the glory of Jesus become vibrantly clear through circumstances and 
situations that, suddenly, become “mountains” of revelation. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. Reflect upon the experience of Jesus’ transfiguration. What about it speaks to your 
heart? What does it reveal? Why is it significant? 

2. Have you experienced personal moments of transfiguration in your journey—moments 
that, while perhaps not as dramatic as what the disciples experienced, made the reality 
and glory of Jesus dramatically clear to you? 

3. How might our experiences on the “mountaintops” impact the way we walk in the 
“valleys”? 

4. How are you experiencing the glory of Jesus Christ these days? How is that experience 
of his glory impacting the way you see the world and church? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for the Transfiguration and what it reveals 
• Gratitude for your personal transfigured moments 
• Prayer for those who are desperately in need of revelation and a “mountaintop 

experience” 
• Prayer for those who do not yet know the glory of God and the goodness of God’s 

salvation 
 


