
Cross Section #5 (Wednesday, March 17) 
 

Temple Courtyard: A Place for Righteous Anger 
 
Scripture Focus: 
John 2:13-25 
 
Thematic Focus: 
The overarching sin to which Jesus seems to be responding in the temple is not the sin of 
buying and selling per se. Rather, Jesus seems to be angry about a much bigger issue: 
specifically, the ease with which people of faith conform to the principles and priorities that 
govern all the other parts of our fallen world. What does Jesus find when he walks into the 
temple courtyard? He finds “business as usual.” He finds a superficial (and, presumably, 
corruptly dehumanizing) commerce between merchant and customer, masking itself as service 
but fueled by the same kind of interplay that one could find just as easily in the marketplace. 
Jesus’ anger reveals his demand that our temples and sanctuaries—both the literal temple of 
one’s place of worship and the metaphorical temple of the human heart—be transformed 
through sanctification, in order that they might become settings in which people practice a way 
of life and community that is unlike anything else the world has to offer. In the sanctified 
temple, sharing and sacrificial generosity take priority over buying and selling; repentance and 
forgiveness eclipse manipulation and exploitation; and the shared penchant for profit and 
pecking order begins to give way to transformational love and Christocentric communion. What 
about the temple of one’s heart (or one’s church) disheartens Jesus when he walks into it? 
What about the temple of one’s life (or one’s church’s sanctuary) inspires righteous anger in 
Jesus when he sees how frequently we have settled for attitudes, priorities, and patterns of 
behavior that dehumanize the very people he loves? It is not a hateful anger that Jesus 
practices. It is an anger emerging from his heart of relentless love for this fallen world and its 
misguided people. It is an anger over the very things that should make us angry. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. What do you think Jesus’ anger reveals? Why is it important? 
2. Reflect upon what inspires Jesus’ anger in the temple courtyard. Without a spirit of 

unhealthy judgment, what do you think might be inspiring anger in Jesus’ heart these 
days related to the church and world?  

3. About what are you most angry at present? Reflect upon the nature of that anger. Is it a 
righteous anger (an anger that Jesus might share with you)? Or is it something else? 

4. How does one steward anger so that it remains righteous without becoming hateful? 
 
Prayer Focus:  

• Prayer for personal places of anger 
• Prayer for the transformation of the world’s or the church’s anger where it has become 

distorted 
• Prayer for discernment, that we might become angry about the right things 

 


