
Cross Section #4 (Wednesday, March 10) 
 

Well: A Place for Transformed Relationship 
 
Scripture Focus: 
John 4:1-26 
 
Thematic Focus: 
In the heat of midday, a Samaritan woman and Jesus meet up at a well—the kind of setting 
where water tends to be the main thing. They are two people who, according to the very clear 
boundaries established by the culture that surrounded them, had no business interacting with 
one another, let alone experiencing an extended and meaningful conversation. The woman’s 
soul may very well have been painfully dry, even parched, with the dehydrating anguish of a 
past that felt enslaving and a series of relationships that had left her with a sense of both 
brokenness and abandonment. What she experienced in Jesus, though, was a trajectory-
altering saturation in the deep wellspring of a beautiful and thirst-quenching grace. It was an 
encounter that changed everything for her. Perhaps it changed things for the disciples as well. 
Perhaps the disciples saw in Jesus that day a love and a grace that enabled even Jews and 
Samaritans to see one another differently and to experience a transformed relationship. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. How are you spiritually parched these days? Where are you experiencing a thirst that 
can only be quenched by the living water that Jesus offers? 

2. What are the relationships in your life that need to be transformed? How might Jesus 
enable you to see that person differently?  

3. Reflect upon the deep divide that existed between Jews and Samaritans. How might the 
love of Jesus change the way you manage deep divides in your current relationships? 
(Political divides? Temperamental divides? Philosophical or theological divides?) 

4. What does the image of “living water” mean to you? How does Jesus offer it? What 
does it mean to receive it? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Prayer for the places where you are most dry and thirsty, that Jesus’ living water might 
become real to you 

• Prayer for those in your network of relationships who are parched in struggle, pain, or 
suffering 

• Prayer or your most troubled relationships where the divide is deep 
• Prayer for transformed relationships in our churches and world, that people might see 

one another differently, even across a variety of divides 
 


