
Cross Section #12 (Saturday and Sunday, April 3 and 4) 
 

Resurrection: A Place of New Life 
 
Scripture Focus: 
John 20:1-18 
 
Thematic Focus: 
A prayer: Holy Spirit, come and quicken both our imagination and our attentiveness. Enable us 
to see with a soul’s eyes the rolled-away stone and the empty tomb. Help us to hear with our 
inner perception the sound of Mary Magdalene’s hurried footsteps on that dusty road outside of 
Jerusalem and her wildly excited gasps for breath as she shares the astounding good news with 
the other disciples. Inspire us to add a passionate voice to the most history-altering and 
cosmically-significant proclamation ever rendered: “Jesus Christ is risen!” 
 
The deepest joy within the Christian doctrine of resurrection is something far grander and more 
expansive than the hope of going to heaven when we die. In fact, resurrection’s deepest joy is 
the conviction that our shared and often broken history is headed somewhere purposeful and 
beautiful; that the entirety of creation is moving steadily toward the redemption for which it 
groans; and that every single day is a fresh opportunity to rehearse and reflect the eternity for 
which we have been created. 
 
To believe deeply in the Resurrection of Jesus is to posture one’s entire consciousness toward 
the Way of Life in a world that skews toward the things of death. If Jesus is truly risen, after all, 
then he has the wherewithal to raise our thoughts from pathological cynicism to dynamic hope. 
He can resurrect our relationships from morbid contempt to an enlivening eagerness to hear 
and to be heard, to love and to be loved, to forgive and to be forgiven. He can transform the 
grimness of our grief into a rejuvenating glimpse of eternity and transfigure the cruelty of our 
words into a far more restorative vocabulary. He can take hold of even a global pandemic and 
reshape its resultant suffering into an unanticipated opportunity for both a deeper compassion 
and a clearer vision for what the world can be at its best. To believe in the Resurrection of 
Jesus, in other words, is to place more and more of our lives into the hands of the One who will 
not rest until every part of what is dead about us is transmuted into vibrant life. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. What are you celebrating most about the Resurrection this Easter? 
2. Where is God bringing about new life for you? For your church? 
3. What stones are yet to be rolled away in our lives and in our churches? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for the Resurrection 
• Prayer for those who feel oppressed by the things of death and who long for new life 
• Prayer for Resurrection joy in our lives and congregations 

 


