
Cross Section #11 (Friday, April 2) 
 

Cross: A Place of Death and Finishing 
 
Scripture Focus: 
John 19:16-30 
 
Thematic Focus: 
A God who crawls onto a cross is a God who relates to our deepest pain and brokenness, not 
from a safe distance, but with a vulnerable closeness, an empathetic intimacy, and an insider's 
perspective. The cross illuminate’s God’s eagerness to meet us in the places of our deepest 
personal and corporate suffering—the crucified, dead, and buried parts of our lives—and to 
begin to roll away the imprisoning stone that prevents us from seeing the new life that awaits 
just beyond the edge of our affliction. That is what our God is like. Willingly crucified. Intimately 
familiar with our suffering. Determined to stand with us in the agonizing mess of it all. 
Stubbornly refusing to allow anguish and death to be the end of the story. When Jesus declared 
on the cross that "it is finished," consider the ample ground that his declaration covered. His 
earthly life was finished, to be certain. His work was finished, completed with integrity and 
obedience. His suffering was finished, and not a moment too soon. His ministry was finished, 
the fullness of God having been incarnated in the brokenness of our world. But, in addition to 
all of these important "finishes," might Jesus have had something even more cosmic in mind? 
Might he have been telling us that sin's stranglehold upon humanity was finished? That the 
crippling dominion of death was finished? That the alienation between divinity and humanity 
was finished? Perhaps Jesus was telling us that, through his death, he had finished construction 
on a supernatural reconciliation—a bridge, if you will, across the spiritual chasm that separates 
us from the One who created us. In the cross, we find a bridge. And the bridge is magnificently 
finished. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. What about the crucifixion of Jesus strikes you as being particularly important on this 
Good Friday? How is Jesus speaking to you through the cross, all these centuries later? 

2. If someone asked you to explain why Jesus’ death on the cross is so significant, how 
would you respond? What would you highlight? 

3. As you stand at the foot of the cross on this Good Friday, what prayers are you praying? 
What are you prepared to let go of, and what are you prepared to embrace? What 
needs to die in your own life and ministry so that resurrection might take place? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for Jesus’ willingness to suffer and die for the sake of a fallen world 
• Prayer for a deeper experience of the power and significance of the cross 
• Prayer for churches, that they might know the power of Jesus Christ and him crucified 

 


