
Cross Section #10 (Thursday, April 1) 
 

Garden: A Place of Prayer and Radical Commitment 
 
Scripture Focus: 
Matthew 26:36-56 
 
Thematic Focus: 
In Gethsemane, the One through whom the garden had been made now prays in it with a 
desperation and urgency that reflects both his deepest heart and his understanding of the 
agonizing journey before him. His prayer is raw and honest, reminding all of us that prayer is a 
durable relationship with the Divine Heart that is strong enough to accommodate even our 
deepest anger, fear, and doubt. When Jesus arrives, through prayer, at his governing conviction 
(“Yet not my will, but yours be done”), he incarnates a radical commitment to the way of 
carrying the cross. In his commitment, we glimpse how far God was willing go for the sake of 
the world’s salvation. Jesus’ commitment stands as a tangible exclamation point upon God’s 
scandalous love for us—a love that would take him all the way into suffering and death. The 
church is fueled by the courageous and radical commitment of Jesus. How does the depth and 
vulnerability of his commitment shape us, individually and congregationally? 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. Reflect upon Jesus’ experience in the garden. What about the experience speaks to your 
heart on this Maundy Thursday? What about Jesus’ prayer in the garden resonates for 
you? 

2. Spend some time in prayer about God’s will for your life, your circumstances, and your 
decision-making. Remembering that there is often a sense of mystery about God’s will, 
where do you sense any misalignment between your will and God’s at present? Where 
do you have your strongest sense of convergence between your will and God’s? 

3. Where is God calling you to make a new and radical commitment in your journey? 
Where is God calling you to practice a risky obedience in a new way? 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Gratitude for Jesus’ commitment to the way that led to our salvation 
• Prayer for a heart to listen to God’s call 
• Prayer for the faith and courage to make the commitments God is calling us to make 
• Prayer for our churches, that they will listen to God’s voice and live more deeply into a 

radical obedience to God’s direction 
 


