
Cross Section #1 (Wednesday, February 17) 
 

Dust: A Place for Repentance  
 
Scripture Focus: 
Joel 2:12-19 
 
Thematic Focus: 
Through the prophet Joel, God calls God’s people to authentic repentance. 
 
Repentance is neither a perpetual guilt trip nor a crippling self-loathing. It is rather a 
recognition of the futility of self-righteousness and the insufficiency of distorted rhythms. In 
essence, repentance is a journey of liberation from all that diminishes the holy—a pilgrimage 
into a new climate where stifled and suffocating souls can breathe more deeply God's 
unmerited grace, thereby training their spiritual lungs to crave a different kind of air. So often, 
we reduce the work of repentance to mere drudgery—a joyless rhythm of "try and fail" that 
generates more dread than hope, more shame than freedom. Perhaps Lent invites us to see 
that the work of repentance, when understood as God’s accomplishment rather than ours, can 
become an enlivening daily rehearsal of reordered priorities and reconfigured impulses. In the 
walk of repentance, Jesus comes alongside us in our places of struggle—not as an accuser, but 
as a gracious advocate—so that he might patiently and mercifully guide us away from our 
distorted fixations and toward the things he values and offers. Such repentance is not an event 
but a way of life—not a solitary prayer but a liberating pilgrimage of joyful deliverance. 
 
Questions for continuing reflection: 

1. What are you hearing from God concerning the journey of personal repentance at the 
beginning of this Lenten season? Where is God calling you to allow Jesus to guide you 
away from distorted fixation, patterns of thought, and practices? 

 
2. Without a spirit of judgement, reflect on where you see the church most in need of 

repentance. What do you hear the Holy Spirit speaking to your heart about where the 
church needs to “repent in dust and ashes” (Job 42:6)? 

 
3. What might repentance look like in your life and in the church’s? What will it demand? 

 
4. Reflect on the fact that we always repent in the presence of a God who is eager to 

forgive and whose grace is always trustworthy. What does that awareness of God’s 
forgiveness mean to you and how does it impact the journey of repentance. 

 
Prayer Focus: 

• Personal confession and repentance 
• Prayer for the church’s authentic repentance 
• Gratitude for the assurance of God’s mercy and forgiveness 

 


