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 When we were raising our children, there was a commitment to helping them 
understand and embrace the “basics:” simple, yet meaningful habits that, when 
practiced, deepen respect and make life easier for those around you.
 Some of the basics we taught our kids were simple:  Clean up after yourself, 
cover your mouth when you cough, 
wash your hands, make your bed, put 
the seat down, say please and thank 
you.
 Using please and thank you is a 
basic affirmation of respect that 
acknowledges our need for and ap-
preciation of one another. “Please 
pass the salt”, for example, is a basic 
request for someone else’s help.    It’s 
far better than saying, “Hey, gimme 
that salt.” Please is an expression of 
kindness.
 Thank you is a polite expression of gratitude.  It is a basic way of recognizing 
how grateful we are for an act of kindness.  “Thank you for helping me” is far 
better than saying nothing at all.
 As your bishop, I have tried to employ those words frequently.  I grieve the 
times I haven’t said them enough.  They deserve to be used as we acknowledge 
the partnership that makes us a strong and vital church.

Please!

  Please consider what it means to live out your Christian faith.  Please pray 
for God to direct our paths as we consider the way to go.  Please be faithful to 
your church through your prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  Please 
consider what it means to be a connectional church with partners and friends all 
over the world.
 Those are just a few requests that are offered for consideration, as an 
affirmation of respect.   Over the years I have asked you to please consider and 
work hard to pay 100% of your connectional apportionment.  Our faithfulness 
to this long-standing commitment to our church enables ministry to unfold in 
places where we cannot do it ourselves.  It blesses people, many of whom we 
will never meet, with an invitation to receive God’s love in their hearts.  It unites 
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fellow United Methodists in an effort to offer a wide circle of witness throughout the 
world in the name of Jesus Christ.  The request has been, and remains, a simple one.  
Please be a full participant in the life and ministry of our great church.

Thank You!

 When our kids responded to our requests, we always wanted to acknowledge their 
action with a response of our own:  “Thank you for listening, thank you for caring, 
thank you for taking that step.”
 Those are my words to you today.  Thank you for listening.  Thank you for caring.  
Thank you for taking that step.
 What is the step you have taken?  Together, the 830 churches of the Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference have responded to the request and in 2013 paid 
connectional apportionments at a level rarely seen in recent history.  Our churches 
have together paid almost 94% of our 2013 connectional apportionment budget.  
This is a substantial improvement over the last 20 years and has resulted in one 
of the highest funding totals in our history.  That faithfulness has enabled us to 
continue to unfold  ministries that address poverty, leadership development, and 
new places for new people.  That faithfulness has allowed us help local churches 
maintain their pastoral leadership in times of illness and need.  Beyond that, you 
have given an additional $2.2 million dollars since 2010 to fight malaria across the 
world.  That amount exceeds the $1.8 million dollar goal that was established!  
 Often we hear people saying that they can’t do something because their numbers 
are dwindling or their obligations are increasing.  Yet, among our 830 local churches, 
there is a resiliency and a 
determination that is awe-
inspiring and blessing-filled.  
In many unlikely places, 
people like you are rising 
to the occasion and doing 
whatever is necessary to 
be a part of the connection 
of our church.  That 
surprising sustainability 
goes way beyond money. 
It is a determination to 
be the body of Christ, to 
extend your witness, and 
to be a shining light in a 
community often filled with 
darkness and despair.  
 Saying please and thank 
you are basic fundamentals 
that we taught our children.  
Yet, more often than we realize, we forget to use them ourselves.  And while they 
may be a part of the basics, they have a deep and far-reaching impact because they 
honor the human spirit and acknowledge the need we have for one another.
 Please join me in a prayer of thanks!
 The Journey Continues,...

Support Your Church For Free!
Do your online shopping 
through  UMCmarket.org 
and generate donations 
every time you shop! 
The United Methodist 
Church, in partnership 
with some of the largest 
online retailers, has 
built a shopping tool 
called UMCmarket that 
provides a 1 to 9% cash 
benefit for your church 
when you purchase items 
-- things you’d probably 
buy anyway. The retailer 
does not mark up the 
price any - you still pay 
what you’d pay as you 
did before. How does it 
work? Simply create an 
account at UMCMarket.
org and designate the 
church of your choosing.

Diane Miller receives a thank you hug from Rheva Chapman 
whose house was flooded last summer in DuBois. Looking on are 
Sandra Matoushaya, Zimbabwe partnership coordinator, and 
Jessica Gamache’, camping coordinator. 

Plug into the Western PA United 
Methodist Conference Connection! Join 
the conversation at 

wpaumc.org
facebook.com/wpaumc

twitter.com/wpaumc
instagram.com/wpaumc
youtube.come/wpaumc

Bishop Names New 
Cabinet Members

Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton has named 
Greensburg District Superintendent 
William B. Meekins Jr., to serve as assistant 
to the Bishop and selected three pastors to 
become district superintendents, effective 
July 1.  The Rev. Patricia Nelson, associate 
pastor at First UMC in Butler, will become 
superintendent of the Greensburg District. 
The Rev. Paul Taylor, pastor of Bethel UMC 
in Lower Burrell, will lead the Pittsburgh 
District, and the Rev. Pat Lenox, pastor of 
Glenwood UMC in Erie, will move to the 
Kane District as superintendent.  Current 
Pittsburgh DS Don Scandrol has served 
the maximum eight years in the post and 
will retire. Kane DS Thomas  Strandburg 
has been appointed senior pastor of Mt. 
Lebanon UMC in the Pittsburgh suburbs. 


