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The 2016 Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference will offer several opportunities 
for laity and clergy to explore how to move forward and invite others on the Road to 
Discipleship. 

The Annual Conference, scheduled for June 9 - 12 at Grove City College, brings 
together about 800 clergy and an equal number of lay members to conduct official 
business. Generally though, the highlights of the event are the worship, learning 
opportunities, fellowship, and the ordination and commissioning of new clergy. 

 A Day of Preparation, with a prayer walk and a healing service, as well as a new 
learning opportunity for laity and clergy, will 
be on Wednesday, June 8.

The theme for 2016 is: “The Road to 
Discipleship: New Places, New People, New 
Opportunities.” 

“The Road to Discipleship involves each 
one of us as committed servants of Jesus Christ. It also involves those who have yet 
to respond to the calling to follow Jesus on the road of Christ-like holiness,” said 
Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton. “My prayer is that during this session we will center on 
deepening our commitment, as well as finding the courage to invite others to join us 
on the journey.”

Adam Hamilton, senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the Resurrection 
in Leawood, Kansas, will be the study leader.  The Church of the Resurrection, the 
largest United Methodist Church in the U.S., grew from a handful of people with a 
dream to reach the unchurched in 1990 to a congregation of more than 20,000 in 
Leawood and four satellite campuses. Worship attendance averages 11,000.

Hamilton has a passion for helping Christians grow in their faith, 
understanding of the Bible, and Christian living.  Among his 14 
books is “Leading Beyond the Walls” with a subtitle “Developing 
Congregations with a Heart for the Unchurched.” His other 
books and several small group studies address topics as diverse 
as forgiveness, simple living, love and marriage, morality, 
politics, God’s will, and world religions. The latest book is Half 
Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves and Other Things the Bible Doesn’t 
Say. 

Hamilton will teach during two Friday afternoon sessions and at 10 a.m., Saturday. 
He’ll also sign books at the Cokesbury display at 5 p.m. on Friday. 
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On Wednesday, June 8, Dr. Phil 
Maynard, director of Excellence in 
Ministry Coaching, will lead a two-
session workshop for clergy and 
laity entitled From Membership to 
Discipleship.  Maynard holds four 
graduate degrees focused on growing 
mature disciples and spent his 25 years 
of pastoral ministry growing healthy 
churches. Participants in the workshop 
should gain a greater understanding 
of what it means for church members 
to mature in faith as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, and leave with an action plan 
to develop, or further develop, a 
discipleship process and pathway in 
their local church. 

The 2016 annual conference will 
be the last for Bishop Bickerton as 
spiritual leader of Western PA United 
Methodists. He will be assigned to a 
new area effective September 1 after 
serving 12 years here.  He will preach at 
the opening worship service at 1 p.m. 

Thursday and at the Sunday morning 
ordination service. A celebration of his 
ministry has been scheduled for 7 p.m. 
Friday.

Conference members will also celebrate 
the ministry of 25 retiring clergy 
members, the commissioning of 23 
new provisional clergy members, the 
largest group in several years, and the 
ordination of new elders.

Retired Bishop George W. Bashore 
will preach at the Saturday afternoon 
memorial service for Conference 
members who have died during the past 
year. 

Visitors are welcome to register 
for Annual Conference, but church 
members who don’t attend can keep 
up with what’s happening and watch a 
live stream of the plenary sessions at 
wpaumc.org/AC2016.  An agenda and 
other details are posted on the page. 

AC 2016: The Road to Discipleship

Join The Walk!
Revs. Scott Gallagher and Justin Judy are 
inviting church members and friends to 
join them on a 520-mile walk around 
Western PA to the 2016 Annual Confer-
ence session.  Beginning on May 16 at the 
UM Conference Center in Cranberry Twp. 
and heading for Crossroads UMC in Oak-
dale, they’ll conclude on June 7 walking 
from Mercer UMC to Grove City College 
for Annual Conference. 

It’s not a fundraiser. The two pastors want 
to help the church connect with commu-
nities, call attention to the beauty of our 
Conference, and encourage clergy and la-
ity to care for their health and well-being. 
To join The Walk in a community near you 
-- or indicate that you’ll walk in your own 
community--go to wpaumc.org/walk.

Methodist History
You can find features about many of the 
pioneers of the Methodist Movement and 
their faith stories in the History section on 
UMC.org. Use the History link under the 
Who We Are tab and discover more about 
the denomination’s roots. 

General Conference Updates
General Conference, the top policy-making 
body of The United Methodist Church, 
meets once every four years and can 
revise church law, as well as adopt resolu-
tions on current social, public policy and 
economic issues. It also approves plans 
and budgets for church-wide programs. 
You can find reports of what’s happening 
at the May 10-20 gathering, as well as see 
video and photos at umc.org. 

News and Notes



The Journey Continues...
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There once was a tired soldier who tripped and fell in the middle of the road. As he brushed 
himself off, he noticed that he had stumbled over a rock sticking out of the middle of the 
road.  Digging it out, he discovered that it was a splendid rock, smooth and round and nearly 
perfect.  The soldier liked the rock, so he put it in his bag and continued on in his journey.  

It was late in the afternoon and the soldier, tired and hungry, hoped to get some food and 
rest in a nearby village.  As he walked into the town he waved to several of the townspeople, 
but no one acknowledged his presence.  Approaching a woman standing in front of a small 
house he asked, “Could you spare a bit of food for a hungry man?”  The woman shook her 
head sadly and said, “We have had a poor harvest.  There is barely enough for our family.  I 
am sorry.”

This was the same message the tired soldier received at every stop he made.  The harvest 
had been poor and there was not enough food to make it through the winter.

Suddenly an idea hit him.  He reached into his bag, took out the stone he had found, and 
addressed the villagers.  “Ladies and gentleman, I have in my hands a special rock that will 
help take you through the long winter.  This is a magic rock.  With it you can make stone 
soup.”  

“Stone soup,” an old man inquired, “I have never heard of stone soup.”  

“Ah,” the soldier replied. “The wonder of stone soup is that it not only feeds hungry people, it 
helps bring people together.  Now, who has a large empty iron kettle?”

Quickly a huge pot was found and was filled with water.  A fire was lit underneath.  As the 
water began to boil the soldier raised the stone above his head and then gently placed it in 
the kettle.  “Stone soup needs salt and pepper,” the soldier announced.  Two children ran 
to find salt and pepper.  “This stone makes excellent soup,” the soldier continued, “but it 
would be better if we had a few carrots.”  “I have a few carrots I am willing to share,” a farmer 
replied.  He disappeared for a few minutes only to return with two hands full of carrots.

“It’s too bad the harvest was so poor,” the soldier said.  “Stone soup is always more tasty 
when we add a cabbage or two.” 

 “I think I can find a cabbage,” a young woman shouted.  When she returned she was carrying 
two cabbages.

“The last time I made stone soup,” the soldier exclaimed, “I 
was at the castle of a rich man.  He added a few potatoes 
and a bit of beef.”  Several people talked quietly among 
themselves.  “A bit of beef and we can eat like a rich person.”  
They went home and soon returned with beef and potatoes.

And so it went. By the time the soup was ready it was nearly 
dark.  Tables were set up, a bit of bread appeared and 
everyone soon tasted the most delicious soup they had ever 
eaten.  To think it had all come from the magic stone.  

After eating, everyone danced and sang into the evening.  
Never had they experienced such a wonderful party.
The next morning the whole village gathered to say goodbye 

to the soldier.  As he began to walk out of town, a small child cried, “You are forgetting the 
magic stone.”  
“I am leaving it with you as a gift,” the soldier replied.  As the soldier disappeared on the 
horizon, someone said, “As long as we have the magic stone we shall never be hungry.”
This story is one of my favorites. It reminds us that we can do far more together than any of 
us can do by ourselves.  It shows us that when we pull together we can meet the hungers 
and desires of many people.  It is a simple way to illustrate that if everyone adds a bit of 
themselves great things can be accomplished.  But there is one thing more.
The magic stone is the vehicle used to pull people together in a common focus and vision.  It 
is the power of God in our midst, a force that brings us together in unity and purpose when 
we are tempted to feel isolated and confused.  
God says, “See, I am making all things new. . . . To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life.” (Revelation 21:5-6) Later on in that chapter God reminds the 
reader of the promise which was made in the Old Testament.   “I will be their God and they 
will be my children.”  (Revelation 21:7)  It is the power of God that can take morsels and turn 
them into a bountiful feast!
This past year I have shared some memories that I will take with me when I leave Western 
Pennsylvania this summer.  Some of the most significant are of times we pulled together to 
do something extraordinary: Responding to natural disasters with hands-on labor and flood 
buckets; establishing a common vision to “provide leadership and connection for the making 
of disciples for the transformation of the world;” finding creative ways to raise over $2 million 
dollars to eliminate malaria.  I also remember random acts of kindness: a drawing of a rose 
given to me each time a certain person sees me; a note reminding me that I was prayed for, 
an inquiry that showed me someone thought about me or my family.  
All of those things are in the pot, stirring within me as I walk through my final weeks in this 
precious place.  The aroma is sweet, and the taste provides nourishment for my soul.
None of those individual memories would mean as much had they not been the result of a 
“magic stone,” the presence of God that pulls us together and calls us to reach out and share 
a bit of ourselves in love.  
Never forget that as long as you have the presence of God, you will never grow hungry 
because God will pull you together to meet the needs of many.
I thank God for that unifying presence that makes all blessings possible.  And I thank God, 
in particular, for you and the wonderful gifts that you have added to my pot to create the 
bounty of blessings and memories I will feast on for years to come.
Thank you.
The Journey Continues, . . .

Missionu @ Cal u   July 21-24    2016
A mission education event for the whole family.  A place where children,
youth, and adults of all ages come together to be REFRESHED by 

worshiping in community, EDUCATED through engaging mission 

studies, and EMPOWERED to share what they have learned.

Mission study options 
Latin America: people and faith 
The Bible and Human Sexuality: claiming God’s good gift 
Climate Justice: call to hope and action

Details at wpaumc.org/missionu

Planning for Summer?

Mission u offers programs 
for adults and children, as 
well as youth in Grades 6-12. 
The youth gather at Cal u 
two days early, on July 19, 
for hands-on service and 
learning. Youth Mission u is 
open to groups with a leader, 
or individual youth who may 
not be part of a youth group. 
Get details at wpaumc.org/
youthmissionu. 

Register at wpaumc.org by 
June 15 for a discount. 


