
wpaumc.org      facebook.com/wpaumc      twitter.com/wpaumc  

Joyful
SEPTEMBER 2015 • WPAUMC.ORG

continued on page 3

   by Jackie Campbell

   Charlie, the Starkist Tuna, appeared at Sheraden United Methodist Church 
in Pittsburgh recently, posing with neighborhood kids who came to the church 
during the summer three times a week for a nutritious lunch. Starkist sponsors 
UM Church Union’s Kids Meal Network site at the Sheraden church. Charlie 
brought other Starkist employees to provide games and activities for the 
children, and they said they had as much fun as the kids.
   Coraopolis, Emanuel, Church of Our Savior, Warren and Pine Run UMCs 
also are among the eight locations around Allegheny County where Kids Meal 
Network provides hot food, as well as 
a snack for later in the day.  Most sites 
serve about 50 meals; but Emanuel serves 
100.  Many of the children walk to the 
churches on their own or with a friend.  
   The Kids Meal Network is just one 
example of how churches can partner 
with businesses, schools, and community 
groups to build relationships and put their 
faith into action.  
   A powerful example of how such 
partnerships can change lives is Church 
Union’s Reading/Mentoring program that 
provides volunteers from area churches to 
go into elementary schools and read with 
students.  
   It grew out of conversations about 
six years ago between the principal 
at Manchester Elementary School in 
Pittsburgh and the Rev. Larry Homitsky, president of UM Church Union and 
pastor of nearby Calvary UMC.  Homitsky asked how churches might be able to 
help the students and staff. 
   Through the ministry, volunteers are recruited and trained and go to the school 
to work individually with children in Grades 1 – 4.  The student and mentor meet 
30-60 minutes each week for 6-8 week sessions throughout the school year. 
   The results show that it’s making a big difference, said Rev. Beth Nelson, chair 
of Church Union’s board.   At Manchester, between 2010 and 2014, the reading 
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The discipline of SILENCE  is a regenerative practice of attending and 
listening to God in quiet, without interruption and noise. SILENCE provides 
freedom from speaking, as well as from listening to words, or music, and 
it involves scheduling enough uninterrupted time in a distraction-free 
environment that you experience isolation and are alone with God.
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to share a message of grace, hope and love to people who are not a part of the 
church’s fellowship.  We live in the same communities with people who do not 
attend or participate in our programs.  We don’t know who they are or what 
they need, but if they are anything like us, they are just young boys and girls 
struggling to find their way in the bodies of men and women.
 

     Do you know the people in your community who are not a part of your church?
     Do you know what they like?
     Do you know what they need?

   It’s time for us to stop focusing on what we know, what we like and what we 
need and begin centering our lives and ministries on the needs, desires, and 
longings of others.  The future vitality of our churches depends on the successful 
transition away from us and onto them.  More than that, the future vitality of the 
people in our communities depends on our ability to offer them a way through 
the uncertainties of their lives with the certainty of God’s love.
   Let’s stop preparing for a funeral and start preparing for new life in our 
churches!  It’s time to get in the kitchen and start preparing the banquet.
   Would you like a cookie?
   
    The Journey Continues, . . .
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scores for grades 3-5 on the 
Pennsylvania System of School 
Assessment (PSSA) increased 
between 7 and 12 percent. At the 
same time, district and statewide 
scores decreased. 
   Theresa Cherry, Manchester’s 
principal at the time, said she 
believed the efforts of the 
volunteers were part of the 
reason for the increase in reading 
ability. The students were excited 
to have personal attention 
and the school saw increased 
attendance for students involved in the 
program on the day they met with their 
mentor, she said. 
   Hearing about the success at 
Manchester, the principal of John 
Morrow Elementary School asked for 
volunteers and they were provided.
   Meanwhile, Mrs. Cherry accepted a 
job as principal at Big Beaver Elementary 
School and called Homitsky to see if a 
United Methodist Church in that area 
might do a similar program.  Chippewa 
UMC answered the call for help, and 
volunteers began last December. 
   “This has been so wonderful in that the 
children become stronger readers and 
a special relationship is built between 
the CUMC member and a child. ..What 
a blessing this ministry of outreach has 
been!” said a post on the Chippewa 
Facebook page.
   There have been other benefits 
from the partnerships. At Pittsburgh 
Manchester, school spirit increased. 
Staff, volunteers and community 
members organized a book drive to 
stock the school’s empty library shelves. 
Church Union volunteers helped clear 
the space and paint. At Christmas and 
during Vacation Bible School, Salem 
UMC in Wexford collected new or gently 
used children’s books for the schools to 
give to children to take home and keep if 
they wanted to. They are kept separate 
from the library books. 

   “Inner-city schools don’t have a lot 
of money,” Nelson said, “so the school 
principals and staff welcome help.”  
    The Pittsburgh volunteers have come 
from several churches in addition to 
Calvary.  They include St. Paul’s in 
Allison Park, Dutilh, Christ in Bethel 
Park, Mt. Lebanon and Ingomar.
   This past summer, Nelson coordinated 
Volunteers in Mission teams who came 
to Pittsburgh to work through Church 
Union.  In July, a team from St. Marys 
First UMC, Kane District, resurrected 
a neglected courtyard at Manchester  
Elementary. 
    “They made the space useable. They 
cleaned it up, pulled weeds, planted, 
trimmed bushes, and built benches,” 
Nelson said.  “The principal was away 
the week the work was done, but 
when she came back she was just 
overwhelmed that somebody would care 
enough about her kids to actually come 
in and do something like that for them.” 
   In the process of building partnerships 
with the schools, Nelson said, “We’ve 
learned what questions to ask.  We 
are in the process of developing a 
template for other churches to use in 
their communities, whether they are 
rural or urban.  When you connect with 
elementary kids, you are connecting 
with the pulse of the community and you 
can make a difference.” 
     

   An old man was lying on his deathbed. He only had a few hours to live when he 
suddenly smelled chocolate chip cookies. He loved chocolate chip cookies. They 
were his absolute favorite.  So, with his last bit of energy, he pulled himself out of 
bed, struggled across the floor, and found his way to the kitchen. There his wife was 
baking cookies.
   As he reached for one of the savory treats, his wife smacked his hand and said, 
“Leave those alone. They’re for the funeral!”
   That silly little story has quite a lot to say. Why is it that we often times wait too 
long to do the things that we really enjoy?  Even more so, why is it we wait too long 
to say the things that really need to be said?
   There once was a man who was a star on his high school football team.  His father, 
a very successful man in the community, was always too busy to see his son play.
   His final game of the season that year happened to be the state championship.  
The boy was desperate to have his father at the game. The night of the game he 
was on the field, warming up, when he looked into the stadium.  He quickly spotted 
his father, who had just arrived with two other men, each wearing a business suit.  
They stood talking together for a few moments and then left. The father made an 
appearance, but didn’t care enough to stay and watch the game.
   Forty years later the man told that story with tears streaming down his face.  It had 
happened years ago, yet the feelings of rejection and pain were as vivid as ever.  
   I believe that you and I are just young boys and girls in adult bodies. The influences 
of our childhood memories still surface to either haunt or bless us, depending upon 
the event and the circumstances. Quite often, we underestimate the influence that 
others have had on us, and we underestimate the influence that we can have on others.
   There is a world out there hungry for relationships. Given the rise of movie theater 
shootings, hate crimes, and terrorism, we are tempted to hide ourselves away 
and limit ourselves to as few interactions with others as possible. With modern 
technology we are tempted to interact more with our cellphones than the people 
who may be around us.  Have you ever noticed a group of people standing around 
more occupied with their phones than they are with the others in the group?  
   In many of our churches, 
we find ourselves more 
insulated and consumed 
with taking care of 
ourselves than we are with 
the needs of others.  It’s like 
we’re baking cookies for a 
funeral instead of offering 
those around us a banquet 
of hope! The church and 
its people have a grand 
and glorious opportunity 
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