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    The Bible has a long history. Its content in some Christian traditions extends 
beyond the core 66 books found in Protestant churches. The translations and 
paraphrases used by students and worshippers are many. 
    The United Methodist Church, like most Protestant denominations, does not 
have an “official” translation of the Bible. Rather United Methodists affirm the 
use of a number of translations and versions for study, teaching, memorization 
and other purposes, since each sheds a slightly different light in translating or 
paraphrasing the original languages and manuscripts.
    Older members in our Western PA congregations may have grown up with the 
King James Version of the Bible, which was published in England in 1611 and, 
by the 19th Century, was the most widely used translation of Christian scripture 
in the United States. There have been numerous translations since then, most 
employing language that average readers of the day could understand.
    The Common English Bible (CEB), published 400 years after the King James 
Version in 2011, and the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV), published in 
1990 and commonly 
found in church 
pews, are the texts 
preferred by the 
United Methodist 
Church’s  General 
Board of Discipleship 
for curriculum. But 
curriculum writers 
also consult or quote 
from other versions 
when they believe it 
will strengthen the 
teaching resource. 
    The CEB is a new translation (not a revision or update) that seeks to 
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make the Bible more readable and understandable without compromising 
scholarship.  Five Protestant publishers worked together to create the CEB, 
with primary leadership coming from The United Methodist Publishing 
House.  They employed a 
diverse team of 120 scholars 
from 22 faith traditions.  It is 
intended to meet the needs of 
contemporary Christians as 
they grow in relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ. 
    Some phrases in the CEB, 
such as “human being” or 
“human one” rather than “Son 
of Man” when Jesus refers 
to himself, may be jarring to 
readers used to older translations of the scripture. But the explanation of the 
reasons for using this terminology in the CEB is enlightening.  Learn more at        
commonenglishbible.com.
    Paraphrases of the Bible, in which an author does not attempt a word-for-
word translation, but instead puts the meaning of a verse into modern language, 
are also helpful for study.  Eugene Peterson’s The Message is probably the most 
popular paraphrase.
   Cokesbury, the retail arm of the UM Publishing House,  offers a Bible 
Translation Guide that lists the translation method and translators, date, 
reading level and the theological perspective of each translation. Find it at        
cokesbury.com/FreeDownloads/BibleTransGuide.pdf.
    Some translations of the Bible come in a variety of formats, including a “kids 
version” and a “Study Bible” format, with additional articles, references, maps 
and guides for readers. The study Bibles aren’t intended to tell readers what to 
believe, but generally provide context for what they are reading and studying.
    An article in the CEB Study Bible by Daniel G. Reid, senior editor for reference 
and academic books at InterVarsity Press is entitled How We Got the Bible. It 
says this: “The Bible was not lowered from heaven on a golden strand. It has come 
down to us through the course of history, accumulating layers of wisdom, spiritual 
insight, and surprising events orchestrated by its divine author.  In its writing and 
its preservation the Bible is true to its message, which speaks of a God who took up 
residence in the midst of Israel, a nomadic tribal people, and who finally comes to us 
as a young Jewish man from Nazareth, in the hill country of Galilee.”   
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   When I was a boy, my parents thought it was a good idea that I go to church camp.  
At first I thought it would be fun, but the more I thought about it, I didn’t want to go.  
I’ll never forget watching the family car disappear on the horizon leaving me there 
“all alone.”  I didn’t want to be there.
   Less than a week later, I had discovered a relationship with Christ and with others 
that I could never have found at home.  The lights went on, Jesus became more to 
me than just a name, and I built relationships that have lasted until today.
   When I was a young pastor, I was invited to go to Africa to see and evaluate 
mission projects that our denomination was supporting.  While I was flattered by the 
invitation to begin with, the more I thought about it, I didn’t want to go.  I thought 
that mission was the work of the United Methodist Women.  I’ll never forget taxiing 
down the runway and seeing my two-year old daughter waving through the window 
as I flew by.  I didn’t want to go.
   Six weeks later, I returned a different person.  I met people who had absolutely 
nothing, but were full of the spirit.  I saw their devotion to Christ, their gratitude in 
the simple things of life, and their genuine witness of faith.  The lights went on, Jesus 
became more than just a personal savior, and I built relationships that have lasted 
until today.
  When I was a young man, I was asked to participate in a Volunteers-in-Mission trip 
to Mexico to work on the renovation of a school.  While I was intrigued by the idea, 
the more I thought about it, I didn’t want to go.  I would be away a long time and 
other ideas of how to use my time filled my head.  Still, my dad and son also were 
signed up and I felt obliged to go.  
   Two weeks later, I had not only had an unforgettable bonding experience with my 
family, I felt as if I had played a small part in making the world a better place.  With 
a simple paintbrush and a hammer, I got my hands dirty with the needs of the world.  
The lights went on, Jesus became a 
partner of mine on the journey, and 
I built relationships that have lasted 
until today.
   The common theme in all these 
illustrations is expressed in five 
simple words: “I didn’t want to 
go.”  If I had talked myself out 
of participating in church camp, 
a mission trip, or a work team 
experience, I would have denied 
myself opportunities to meet 
Jesus in new ways, to expand my 
understanding of God’s world, and to 
see how God is at work in wonderful 
ways among all of God’s children.  If I 
had talked myself out of participating, 
the lights would not have gone on, 

Jesus might still be just a name, and I would be missing out on relationships that 
have given me a broader perspective on how God works.  All of that would have 
been denied if I had listened to the voice of doubt that said, “I don’t want to go.”
   In our Conference, we are blessed to have a camping program, global partnerships, 
and a Volunteers in Mission program that are all designed to get us out of our 
comfort zone and into a world that cannot be seen or experienced in our existing 
churches and communities.  It is at camp that we experience the mentoring of others 
who witness to Christ in new and exciting ways.  It’s in the mission field that we 
see the power of God to bless and transform the lives of people who have very little 
except the desire to see Jesus face-to-face.  And it’s when we get our hands dirty 
with others that we begin to see how God can use us to bless and transform the 
world.
    All of my life I have been tempted to cancel out on the very opportunities that 
have broadened my horizons and exposed me to a fuller expression of God at work 
in the world.  Without them, I would not be the disciple that God is forming into the 
likeness of Christ with every new and unexpected experience. 
   I didn’t want to go.  But I did and I saw Jesus.  And as a result, . . . my life will never 
be the same.
   And you know what?  
   I want you to go too.  I just want you to go too.

The Journey Continues, . . . 

Unlocking the Secrets of Bountiful Generosity
A Hope-filled Approach to Financial Giving and Stewardship

This workshop explores the single most critical aspect of giving - the 
spiritual one.  It offers 10 steps that working in any church.  You will 
be inspired to see stewardship as an opportunity to change people’s 
hearts, as well as their giving.

Scott McKenzie, senior vice president with Horizons Stewardship Solutions, will 
lead the workshop. He has more than 15 years of experience as a consultant and has 
served as a local church pastor and as the Director of Stewardship for the Western 
Pennsylvania Conference. 

     8:30 am - 2 pm      Saturday, March 21 at Ingomar UMC                     
     8:30 am - 2 pm     Saturday, May 9 at Grace UMC, Franklin (Rocky Grove)         

   
Cost: $10 for a team of participants.  Register a team at
 wpaumc.org/events. Space is limited and pre-registration is required.

Questions? Call Greg Cox, Director of Connectional Ministries at 
724-776-2300, ext 234.


