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    United Methodists, inspired by Christ, want to change the world  by putting 
our faith into action. One way we’ve done that is through our Imagine NO 
Malaria campaign.  Significant progress has been made toward the goal of 
ending preventable deaths from malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. 
   Malaria is a treatable, beatable, curable disease that was eliminated in most 
areas of the world in the 1950s -- but not in Africa. There it kills  someone, often 
a child under 5, every 60 seconds.
   As a life-saving ministry, Imagine NO 
Malaria empowers the people of Africa 
to overcome the disease. It requires 
an integrated strategy that includes 
prevention, treatment, education, and 
communication. 
   The people of the United Methodist 
Church became involved in the fight 
against malaria in 2006 through the 
Nothing But Nets campaign, which 
provided an insecticide-treated bed net 
to a family in Africa for a $10 donation.         
Malaria is caused by the plasmodium 
parasite, which is transmitted to 
humans through the bite of the female 
anopheles mosquito. The deadly pest 
flies and feeds at night, making the nets 
an effective prevention tool.
   A few years later, we launched the Imagine NO Malaria effort to raise $75 
million and established partnerships with health organizations, sports teams 
and foundations to expand prevention, education and treatment. Western 
Pennsylvania’s Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton chairs our denomination’s initiative.
   Our hospitals, clinics and churches in Africa have played a major role in 
reducing the number of deaths from malaria by providing treatment, distributing 
nets and educating people about prevention and use of nets. 
    Western PA was one of the first United Methodist Conferences to support 
Imagine NO Malaria by raising funds toward the $75 million churchwide goal. 
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Many people in our congregations joined in that effort, sponsoring basketball 
shoot-a-thons and races, dressing up like mosquitos, contributing spare change, 
sponsoring dinners and using other creative ideas to raise money.  Children put 
on performances illustrating the need.
    Some went extra miles -- literally. This year is the 5th year that Team Imagine 
NO Malaria has participated as an official charity in the Pittsburgh Marathon. 
Organized by Dr. Bob Todd of Christ Community UMC, Team INM runners 
raised $60,000 over the last four years.  
    Some congregations form relay teams to raise money. A few others, like 
Grace UMC in Somerset, give 
their pastor the day off to run the 
marathon and make contributions to 
support the effort. There’s still time 
to join Team INM or support your 
favorite runner. Visit wpaumc.org/
INMPittsburghMarathon to learn 
more.
    The Imagine NO Malaria campaign 
will wrap up in about a year. Bishop 
Bickerton has asked leaders of 
Western PA congregations to mobilize 
for one last effort to support the campaign before our 2015 annual conference 
session in June.  Contributions raised in our churches will be brought to annual 
conference and received as a special offering.  Don’t miss this chance to help 
save lives!  Ask your pastor or lay leader how you can help. 
    Learn more and get resources at imaginenomalaria.org.
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   I am a big fan of the word collaboration. Webster’s Dictionary defines it in this way:  
“to work with another person or group in order to achieve or do something.”  
    Collaboration is, in many respects, directly tied to a word that is unique to the 
United Methodist Church--connectionalism. We boast that we are stronger together 
than any of us are apart from one another. From a spiritual standpoint, our various 
gifts and talents combined form a better picture of the face of Jesus than any one of 
us can do on our own.  
   I know of no better example of collaboration and 
connectionalism than our “Imagine NO Malaria” 
campaign to eliminate malaria-related illness and 
death across the globe.  In 2006, our church was 
approached by the United Nations Foundation to 
join in a new campaign called “Nothing But Nets.” 
The idea was based on the clear reality that the 
most effective means of preventing malaria was to 
have people sleep at night under insecticide-treated 
bed nets.  The female anopheles mosquito, which 
spreads the disease, only bites at night. 
   The UN Foundation people and representatives 
of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation noticed 
on a fact-finding tour of sub-Saharan Africa that 
many of the remote villages they visited had 
United Methodist churches, hospitals, and clinics.  
Rather than re-inventing the wheel, they decided 
to approach us about using our infrastructure to 
implement their new program.
   We agreed to partner with them, and the General Conference of 2008 embraced 
the program.  The slogan “Buy a Net, Save a Life” made a whole lot of sense to the 
people of The United Methodist Church.  There weren’t many who couldn’t find a 
way to either raise or contribute $10 to save a life. Children sold lemonade, youth 
collected change at Sunday worship, students sponsored basketball shootouts at 
colleges and adults were freely giving up those $10 bills in their wallets and purses.  
   Based on the enthusiastic response to this simple campaign, we knew there was 
more that our connectional church could do.  “Imagine NO Malaria” became an 
organized effort to raise $75 million using our church connection.  Field coordinators 
were employed and annual conferences were approached to endorse an intentional 
fund-raising campaign. By November of 2014 we had raised 86 percent of our 
$75 million goal. That was the most money raised for a single cause in this 
denomination’s history. 
   The most amazing fact is that the goal was reached with contributions averaging 
just $87.31!  The average pledge in this campaign was less than $800 per person!  It 
takes a lot of $87.31 contributions to add up to $67 million!
   Further collaboration and connectionalism were needed to ensure that donors’ 

gifts were used responsibly. There was need for creativity and accountability.  As a 
result, our mission agency formed “in-country health boards” made up of doctors, 
educators, church and government officials and among themselves, determined 
what projects made the most sense for their context. This indigenous approach has 
created a sense of ownership and a desire to see that the funds are directed in the 
proper way. A “Technical Review Panel” was formed to determine what projects are 
most needed and where the most effective infrastructure was in place to ensure 
effective distribution and impact.  
   It hasn’t stopped there. Research around a malaria vaccine cannot be done by 
any existing structure within the denomination.  This work is only possible through 
collaboration between the secular and the sacred world.  We need research 
facilities to experiment with new drugs and techniques. We need entrepreneurs and 
philanthropists with the financial resources to support those efforts. And they need 
the church’s infrastructure to implement their ideas and initiatives.  
    In Africa, the church is the most trusted delivery system on the continent.  It’s not 
the government, not businesses or corporations. It is the church. For over 160 years 
we have effectively integrated mission with the proclamation of the gospel and, as a 
result, when people in sub-Saharan Africa need healing for their bodies, they search 
out those places that have offered healing for their souls.  
   In our church we like to 
say “we go where the road 
ends.” And this is true. 
When the road ends, there 
is a path. Down that path is 
a church. Past that church 
is a clinic. And in that clinic 
are people who have been 
trained to implement life-
saving techniques. We know 
the names of the people who 
have made the donations.  
The wonderful thing is that 
we also know the names of 
the people who are receiving the benefit of those donations.  
   The same can be said of your local church.  Churches that are filled with 
individualistic leaders never get very far in promoting the cause of Christ in a 
community.  But churches with collaborative people who understand the need for a 
variety of ideas and a diverse group of gifted individuals to carry out those ideas are 
churches that are dynamic, vital, alive and growing.  
   The younger generation today has little to no denominational loyalty.  Instead they 
are loyal to organizations and groups that band together in a common cause. They 
know, quite simply, that we can accomplish far more together than any of us can do 
on our own.
    Through collaboration, we are reducing the number of malaria-related deaths and 
illness across the world.
   In your local church, collaboration will bring hope, joy, and possibilities to many 
who desperately need to see Christ at work in our midst.  
   Collaboration saves lives in Africa.  It will save souls in the place you call home.
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