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Pages Needed for AC2014: Youth are invited to apply to serve as pages for 
the annual conference session at Grove City College in June. The conference 
itself runs from June 5-8, but pages are asked to report on June 3, if possible.  
Applications are available at wpaumc.org/youthministry.

Unstoppable 2014: Young women from 9th grade through age 25 are invited to 
a weekend of worship, sevice, music, learning, and fellowship from July 10-13 at 
Grove City College. They will learn about issues they can do something about, 
find out how, and change the world. 

UM Night at PNC Park: Order your tickets now to see Pittsburgh Pirates play the 
LA Dodgers on United Methodist Night at PNC Park at wpaumc.org/Pirates. It’s 
Monday, July 21, but Pirate tickets are selling fast! 

The UMCmarket program Has New Web Address: UMCmarket.net. Any 
churches that previously signed up for the program were to be automatically 
enrolled at the new site, the General Council on Finance and Administration 
announced in early April. The online service, launched last year, allows United 
Methodists to shop online retailers such as Amazon with a percentage of the 
sale donated to a local church or United Methodist ministry of their choice. 

   The Stop Hunger Now meal-packaging effort at last year’s Western PA Annual 
Conference worked so well that conference leaders have scheduled another for 
the 2014 session -- and doubled the goal to 50,000 meals.
   Every day, an estimated 25,000 people die from hunger and related illnesses. 
To address the situation in a hands-on way, our Conference partnered with the 
international relief organization that coordinates the distribution of food and 
other lifesaving aid to countries in need around the world. 
   At the 2013 Conference session, 
many of the 1800 members 
volunteered time packing meals 
beginning Thursday, June 13.  As of 
2 p.m. on Friday, June 14, the goal 
of 25,000 meals was reached and 
many wanted to do more. However, 
it wasn’t possible to get additional 
ingredients. 
   The meals, a combination of rice, 
soy, dehydrated vegetables and 
flavoring mix with 21 vitamins and 
minerals, are put together in an 
assembly line, sealed in bags, weighed, then packed in cartons for shipping. The 
food is reconstituted with water and can be supplemented with flavorings used 
in the country receiving them.  
   They are distributed in schools and orphanages in developing countries -- and 
elsewhere in crisis situations. Each meal costs 25 cents.  It sometimes may be 
the only meal a child or adult receives in a day.
   “We do most of our distribution through schools because we can get children 
into school for the food and education will help them get food for the future,” 
said Andrew Sullivan of Stop Hunger Now.  
   According to the World Food Program, in 2012 there were 66 million primary 
school-age children who attended classes hungry across the developing world, 
with 23 million in Africa alone.  In addition, 67 million school-age children do not 
attend school, in many cases because parents in poor households must choose 
between sending their children to school or to work the fields. 
   Research reported by the World Bank shows that providing in-school meals, 
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 Last November I moved my parents from West Virginia to Florida.  While the move 
was long anticipated, it has been rather traumatic for me.  Throughout last fall, I 
worked with Mom and Dad to pack up, clean up, and sell the home where I was 
raised.  When the papers were signed, I handed the new owners a set of keys.  What 
I did not give them was over 50 years of memories.
   When our U-Haul arrived at their new home, we unloaded the truck, unpacked the 
boxes, and set up their new residence.  After a few days I flew home, leaving these 
cherished people to create a new life and a new set of memories.
   As I write this article, it is April and I am once again sitting in Florida visiting 
Mom and Dad for the first time since moving them. Driving here, I wondered what I 
would find.  Would they be okay?  Have they adjusted?  What kind of life have they 
established since I said goodbye to them last November?
   What did I find?  Mom’s “Precious Moments” are set out on the table.  Dad’s 
carving creations are on display in the corner.  Pictures of family are strategically 
placed on the walls so that they are seen each day.  In the shed behind the house all 
of the woodworking tools are set out just as they were in West Virginia.  And sitting 
in two familiar chairs in the living room were two precious people waiting for their 
visitors (while they were watching a baseball game on TV, of course).  
   I walked into a house thousands of miles from the place where I was born and 
raised and had one very clear and dominate feeling:  I was home.  The old statement 
is very true:  For everything that changes, there are a hundred things that stay the 
same.  
   I often describe life as a roller coaster ride:  highs and lows, twists and turns, 
tunnels and curves that surprisingly appear.  Yet in the midst of all of the surprises, it 
is nice to know that some things stay with us through it all: A love from God that will 
not ever let us go, an assurance from Jesus that we will never be left alone, and the 
promise of the Holy Spirit to guide us along the way.  
   Journeying into unfamiliar territory can create great fear, especially when we do 
not know what to expect. Traveling in the darkness on a windy night in Florida, I 
wondered what I would find.  I discovered a different place with a familiar feel to it. 
   Walking into Mom and Dad’s home, the first thing I noticed was a wooden plaque 
above the entryway into the living room.  The words on the plaque said it all:  “As for 
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15).
   When I entered their new house, I found the same feeling I had each time I visited 
my parents in West Virginia: I knew that I was home.  
   For everything that changes, thanks be to God that there are some things that stay 
the same.

The Journey Continues, . . . 
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Resident Bishop
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Planning for Someone with Special Needs
   The United Methodist Foundation of 
Western PA, in partnership with Autism 
Initiative: A Ministry of Oakland UMC, 
is pleased to host a new seminar, Estate 
Planning for Parents and Grandparents of 
Special Needs Children on Saturday, May 
17 at 10 am at Dutilh UMC, Cranberry 
Township.          
    This seminar will share ways to begin 
thinking strategically about the care of 
your special needs child with particular 
attention devoted to Special Needs Trusts.  
Participants will discover the importance of 
financial planning and how to best provide 
for a special needs individual without 
jeopardizing eligibility for benefits.
    Register before Monday, May 12 at 
umfoundation.org.

mid-morning snacks, and take-home rations through school feeding programs can 
alleviate short-term hunger and increase children’s abilities to concentrate and learn. 
   In addition to producing the 25,000 meal packages, which were sent to children 
served by Kids Alive International in Zambia, the 2013 Annual Conference packaging 
effort inspired some volunteers to launch meal-packaging events in their churches. 
   At Park UMC in North East, for example, instead of a traditional Ash Wednesday 
service, leaders opted for a brief devotion followed by a few hours spent packing 
meals. The event drew about 150 volunteers from the church and community and 
integrated Park’s efforts to put faith into action
   On the Saturday before last Thanksgiving, 96 volunteers of all ages from eight 

Kiski Valley congregations and the community put 
together nearly 27,000 meals in two hours at New 
Beginnings UMC in Apollo. They plan to do the 
project every year. 
   “It was wonderful to see the church at work,” said 
the Rev. Sara Wrona, who pastors New Beginnings, 
Saltsburg and Vandergrift churches. “We went 
beyond the connectionalism of the United 
Methodist Church and crossed denominational 
lines.” 

   In the South Hills of Pittsburgh, Christ UMC in Bethel Park hosted a meal packing 
event for the first time in 2011. It resulted in 54,186 meals packed by 545 volunteers 
and donations of $14,000 to pay for the ingredients.   Since then, Christ and nearby 
Westminster Presbyterian Church have partnered to make it an annual event.  
   To fund the 50,000 meals that will be packed at the 2014 annual conference, 
set for June 5-8 at Grove City College, the Conference Sessions Team encourages 
congregations who  are not involved with  meal-packing events in their area,  to 
donate to the effort.  Visit wpaumc.org/StopHunger2014. 


