
Recently I attended a conference 
hosted by Classrooms Without Borders 
entitled, “Antisemitism, Hate and Social 
Responsibility."  Christian Associates of 
Southwest Pennsylvania was one of the 
sponsors of this two-day event held at Rodef 
Shalom Congregation in Pittsburgh.  The 
conference was one of the many ongoing 
responses to the massacre at the Tree of Life 
synagogue in Squirrel Hill. 

Rabbi Michael Berenbaum, who is a writer, 
museum consultant, and Professor of Jewish 
Studies gave a keynote address: “ Not Your 
Father’s Antisemitism: Where Contemporary 
Antisemitism Differs and Why That Matters.”  

Rabbi Berenbaum said there were three 
reasons why the incidents of antisemitism, 
though not as prevalent as they once were, 
are more intense than they have ever been 
in the United States.  Those reasons, he said, 
were:

• There is less of a social stigma against 
expressing hate.  People freely express  
hate against everything from Brussels 
sprouts to whether or not a mother  
chooses to breast feed.  

• Through the Internet, people now have 
a megaphone to express their hate

• Because of social media, people have 
social support systems that fuel and 
normalize their hate.

Rabbi Berenbaum further shared this 
environment has developed because we 
are living in a perpetual state of agitation, 
fear, and anxiety.  It seems to me we are 
constantly in fear of terrorism, nuclear 

war, erosion of our pension, violence and 
addiction in our communities, erosion of 
Christian values, and so much more.  We 
live in a constant state of agitation about 
whether our political party will prevail on 
this issue or that concern.  Berenbaum 
asserted that this kind of culture has led to 
some fringe elements of society to engage in 
hate behaviors.

I agree we do live in a culture that is in 
a perpetual state of agitation, fear, and 
anxiety.  And I know when I am agitated, 
afraid, or anxious, I do not exhibit my best 
behavior.  But as a Christian attending this 
conference, I could not help but think, “We 
have the antidote to this problem.”  I do 
not discount that other religions, Judaism 
in particular, have answers for agitated 
cultures.  But as Christians we have specific 
beliefs around fear and anxiety.  

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a sound mind” 
(2 Timothy 1:7). And Jesus said, “Peace I 
leave with you.  My peace I give you; not as 
the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:27).  

Perhaps our work as Christians during this 
Advent season is to prepare our hearts and 
minds to receive peace, power, love, and a 
sound mind from Jesus as we celebrate His 
coming into the world and anticipate His 
return.  Perhaps our work is to make sure 
we are not ourselves agitated, fearful, or 
anxious and that we are not adding to the 
agitation, fear, and anxiety of our world.  

Perhaps our work is to point out to all we 
encounter that in the midst of all of the 
craziness that is going on in the world 
around us, we serve a God of sanity and 
order.  We serve a God who has gifted 
us with peace in the midst of troubling 
situations. Our minds and bodies do not 
have to surrender to acting out of fear and 
anxiety.  We can always respond from a 
place of peace and love.  

Yes, that is what I am going to work on this 
Advent season as I prepare the Way of the 
Lord! We typically talk of fasting during 
Lent, but this Advent I am going to fast from 
being agitated.  I am not going to absorb the 
anxiety or frustrations of this world.  I am 
going to intentionally resist them.  I am going 
to act as if I believe God really is in control, 
so I have nothing to fear.  I am going to focus 
on truly receiving the precious gifts the baby 
Jesus offers us - peace and love.  O come, O 
come Emanuel.  

Peace in the Midst of Troubling Times
By Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
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Team Journeys to Guatemala for Mission
A late-October Volunteers in Mission trip 
to Guatemala demonstrated the power of 
the Methodist connection in reaching out 
to assist and empower those facing physical 
and economic challenges.

Jodale Barnhart, the Western PA Conference 
chairperson for “Encounter with Christ in 
Latin America and the Caribbean” led the 
team, which included the Rev. Greg Cox, 
Rev. Debbie and Dennis Hills, Deborah Swin-
eford and Missional Engagement Coordina-
tor Sandra Matoushaya. David Buzard from 
the Upper New York Conference also was 
part of the team, which worked alongside 
WPA Missionary Richard Mrozcka and his 
wife, missionary Lourdes "Lulu" Mrozcka, 
who is assigned by Global Ministries to 
Guatemala.

The main goals of the journey were to build 
a stronger partnership; offer stewardship 
education for pastors and church leaders, 
and improve disability awareness by fitting 
and distributing wheelchairs. 

In partnership with Bethel Ministries Inter-
national, Rev. Debbie Hills of All God’s Chil-
dren Ministries in the Erie area coordinated 
the fitting and distribution of wheelchairs to 
47 individuals. During this time, 20 people 
committed their lives to Christ.

Rev. Greg Cox, co-pastor of Ingomar UMC, 
led the stewardship education workshop. 
Emphasizing the need to build trust for 
stewardship, he said, "you can’t take people 
where you haven’t been, and you must do 
the things you say you will do.” 

He emphasized that “the kingdom of God 
will be realized in ministry when we meet 
the needs of those around us. When you 
say yes to Jesus everything changes. The 
importance of things in life change. When 
we come into a relationship with Jesus we 
must grow and change.”

Stewardship, he added, “is about gratitude 
and giving thanks. Stewardship is about 
serving Christ and being his follower.”

The team carried out a number of proj-
ects, including painting the inside of the 
church, the Methodist Camp in Lemoa, and 
a classroom at the Nutrition and Learning 

Center. Team members also went to homes 
to gauge the need for eco-stoves. 

The group also visited a women's center 
at Iglesia Evangelica Nacional Metodista, 
which sparked ideas for potential programs 
to assist the women there. To support them 
in the meantime, the Western PA team pur-
chased sewing machines and materials.
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“Women organized for mission are essential for the church to 
be the church,” Ebony Diaz of the national United Methodist 
Women’s organization told Conference UMW recently at their 
annual meeting. 

Diaz, UMW executive for nurture and development, was the 
keynote speaker at the gathering on Oct. 26 at Christ UMC in 
Bethel Park. She talked about doing a personal life review, exam-
ining the decades of her own life and being amazed at how her 
views changed, depending on the vantage point. She, like many 
women — as well as churches and organizations— hit some of 
the biggest hurdles in mid-life. That’s a time to look at what was 
accomplished and what is yet to be done, she said. With age, life 
becomes clearer.

 “We see things differently,” she said. “We may start to believe 
there is nothing left to give. You may be simply trying to preserve 
what you have left. But the best years may be still to come! That 
can be energizing and invigorating.

“Women, children, youth and neighbors still need you, regard-
less of what happens to the Church,” she told the women. “The 
UMW is here for the long term!”

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi later offered a similar message 
about the need for women in mission and ministry.

“When women gather, sometimes miracles happen!” she said 
during the closing worship service. “We have to acknowledge 
that sometimes, we have not gotten things right….We have to 
celebrate the good things, but we also have to acknowledge the 
human.”

“We have to be honest about who we are right now and we have 
to get to a place of peace where we live in the tension of the un-
known. I wish I knew what this denomination is going to look like 
in 2020,” the Bishop said.  “Part of our witness is that we have to 
acknowledge that Jesus is with us in the tension.  Jesus’ grace is 
enough to hold us in that tension. Right now there are folks who 
need to acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord. 

“It’s important to engage in community… to get to know and un-
derstand the communities that are around our church buildings. 
They can reveal for us something of who God is.  Then do what 
we need to do for Jesus right now!” 

“We don’t know what that future holds, but we know who holds 
the future. We can’t wait to see what God’s gonna do. We’ve got 
different narratives that include Jesus the Christ.  He conquered 
the grave! He can conquer addiction in our communities... mass 
incarceration...and stop the ways we are killing our planet."

“To cooperate with the grace and power he has already un-
leashed in the world, we first have to really believe that he 
conquered the grave to bring about God’s plan for the salvation 
of the world! I get excited about that!"

The annual meeting provided an opportunity for UMW members 
to hear from leaders of a variety of area ministries and organiza-
tions, including Patrice Tomcik of Mom’s Clean Air Force, about 
its work to reduce methane and carbon air pollution; Rev. Liddy 
Barlow of Christian Associates on the Intersection of faith and 
action; Cheri Pogue and Elizabeth Martinez of Church Union’s 
Reading and Mentoring Network; Laura Styles of the East Liberty 
Family Health Care Center; and Denise Nicole Stone, a member 
of the UMW national board, about Unstoppable, a group for 
teen and young adult women. 

Lunch during the meeting — a Chicken Shepherd’s Pie/Tater Tot 
Casserole with salad, peaches, cookies/brownies and a drink-- 
was a typical menu prepared by Christ Church volunteers at The 
Daily Bread, a feeding ministry operated by UM Church Union 
on Pittsburgh’s Northside. If your church or group wants to help 
by providing a meal at 11:30 a.m. on Tuesday or Thursday or 4 
p.m. on a Sunday, --or provide financial or other support--more 
information is available at umchurchunionpgh.org/daily-bread.

UMW: Meeting Needs into the Future

Ebony Diaz, UMC executive for nurture and development, speaks 
to Conference UMW annual meeting
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It has been almost a year 
since Natalie Marionneaux, 
church and community worker, 
arrived at Grove Ave. UMC in 
Johnstown to begin building 
Hope-Filled Relationships. The 
outreach ministry grew from 
the ideas of a few Grove Ave. 
UMC members who wanted 
to reach out into the Moxham 
neighborhood. Natalie offers 
this reflection and progress 
report.

 
Once a stable neighborhood with well-kept homes full of 
families with good jobs in the steel industry, Moxham has over 
time turned into a low-income, drug-riddled neighborhood of 
abandoned homes, rental units with absentee landlords and a 
few faithful residents who refuse to leave. Families come and go, 
rent is low, jobs are scarce, and hope is lacking. Yet there is still 
spirit in Moxham AND, lest we forget, God is at work. 

Many organizations work to make lives better for the people in 
Johnstown – St. Vincent de Paul, Goodwill, Catholic Charities, 
UMC Human Services, and other church, city, county and state-
related organizations. But the needs are great.  Just like so many 
other towns across America, when industry left, so did people, 
opportunity and hope. 
 
The few faithful members at Grove Ave. UMC know that the 
Church is not contained in the walls of the building. Most church 
members no longer live in the neighborhood, but they still come 
on Sundays. Grove Ave. is like many others in our Conference – a 
small aging congregation trying to stay above water. But God is 
alive and at work in the members of Grove Ave. UMC and in the 
Moxham neighborhood.  

In July, we celebrated the one-year anniversary of The Free 
Store, born out of a desire to connect with the Moxham 
neighborhood since most Grove members no longer live there. 
The store provides free clothing and each household receives 
up to three household items weekly that cannot be purchased 
with SNAP benefits. These items include toilet paper, diapers, 
shampoo, soap, deodorant, laundry soap, dish soap, toothbrush, 
toothpaste, razor, bleach, garbage bags, house cleaning liquid 
and whatever else we may have on hand.  
 
We serve a minimum of 50 families every week impacting at 
least 150 people. Our weekly supplies cost about $200. The store 
is completely funded through personal donation. Thankfully, we 
just received a Western PA Conference grant through the Poverty 
Team that will help sustain us through the end of the year. 

We recently partnered with a Lutheran church that did a 1000-
roll toilet paper drive that supplied us for almost 3 months! We 
hope to do more drives like this to build partnerships and expand 
the sense of community here. 
 

It has taken time to build trust with our neighbors. We have no 
agenda except to connect with each other. Most of our residents 
have churches they already attend. They are very appreciative 
and, when they can, donate a few dollars or clothing themselves. 
It’s becoming a community where neighbors get to know each 
other and us. Frequently there is a need for pastoral counseling. 
Pastor Carol, Pastor Deb and I usually field those conversations. 
 
Just recently we have started to invite representatives who can 
provide resources to set up an information table. Johnstown 
District UM Human Services has participated, as well as 
Goodwill, CareerLink, SNAP, EARN.  Hopefully, this is just the 
beginning of making more connections and providing useful 
resources for our neighbors.

We also are starting to apply for grants, including one to start a 
community garden. This could provide opportunities beyond just 
fresh produce. We could develop health and cooking programs. 
Through another grant, we hope to provide an emergency food 
pantry.  It seems that every week there is a new family arriving 
from somewhere to start over with nothing. If we can provide 
them with some food, nourishment and TLC to start over, we 
want to do that. 

Grove UMC has also agreed to open up our space to be an AA 
location, so we are working with local groups to determine 
whether it is a viable meeting site. In 2020, we want to get to 
know our neighbors better and see what they want for the 
neighborhood and how we can work together to make more 
things happen.

This first year has primarily been to be a presence and build 
confidence and trust with each other. Building relationships 
benefits everyone. We are grateful for our wonderful neighbors 
and the hope they give us as we continue to build community 
together. They have much to teach us as we continue the 
journey. And we hope we can be of service to them too.
It’s all about building the kingdom. Join us in this task.

Our Conference Advance Special is HPFLREL. Would your church 
do a toilet paper or diaper drive? Would you like Natalie to visit 
your church or group to talk about Hope-Filled Relationships 
and being a Global Ministries Church and Community 
Worker? Contact Natalie Marionneaux at (312) 388-8631 or 
nmarionneaux@umcmission.org. Also please “like” us on 
Facebook @hopefilledrelationships. 

Hope-Filled Relationships Grow
By Natalie Marionneaux, Church and Community Worker
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You may have heard of Amazon Smile, but did you know that the United Methodist Church has made it possible for the online 
shopping that you do to benefit your local church? It’s possible with UMC Market, and as the holiday season nears it is the perfect 
time for you to sign up! All you have to do is go to www.umcmarket.org, provide your email address, country, state, town, and 
church, and begin shopping. Retailers pay a commission for sending you their way, and the UMC shares the commission with your 
selected church in monthly payouts. It really is that simple.

When you are about to make a purchase, simply go 
to the website above, search for the retailer you’re 
looking to buy from (i.e. Staples, Home Depot, 
Sephora, etc.), follow the link, and click the button. 
You’ll be redirected to the retailer’s website through 
the UMC Market, and your money will begin to go a 
little further.  

There are thousands of retailers in the UMC Market, 
giving you plenty of opportunities to support your 
congregation through your online spending. An 
important thing to remember is that the shared 
commission from UMC Market does not replace your 
faithful financial stewardship. It is simply a tool to 
make the money you would already be spending in 
other areas of your life work harder and benefit your 
church as well. Give it a try this holiday season!

Financial Focus: Online Shopping Benefits Church
By Erica Rushing, Committee on Finance and Administration

No injuries were reported in a four-alarm fire that broke 
out early Monday evening, Nov. 11 at Albion Heights United 
Methodist Church in Punxsutawney and severely damaged a 
wood frame addition to the back of the red brick church. The 
church was built in 1905. 

"The fire was kept out of the sanctuary and we removed as much 
as we could from it," Punxsutawney Fire Chief Bryan Smith said 
in a Facebook post thanking all who came out to assist in fighting 
the blaze. "I do not know what the church’s future holds, but 
God will guide them."

The State Police Fire marshal is investigating the fire with 
assistance from the ATF, the Chief said. 

The blaze apparently broke out in the wooden addition, which 
was heavily damaged. There was smoke and some water damage 
in the sanctuary. 

The church Facebook page contained a message the following 
day: 

Thank you all for the prayers for our church. Your thoughts and 
prayers have been so comforting and a blessing to know that 
we have so much support during this very difficult time. We 
won’t know anything till we hear from the fire marshal and 
the insurance company, but we do know God loves us and is in 
control of all of this and we r trusting Him right now. Pray for our 
church family as this is going to be a process of grieving.

Fire Damages Punxsutawney Church



NASHVILLE, TENN. Nov. 12 – Sony Pictures invited Discipleship Ministries of The United Methodist Church to produce the faith-based 
study guide to accompany the movie, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood.” The film stars Tom Hanks and Matthew Rhys.
 
Discipleship Ministries produced the official faith-based discussion guide in collaboration with Sony Entertainment. It was written by 
staff from the Strategic Programming unit and the Office of Communications of Discipleship Ministries. The guide is designed to help 
groups learn to process feelings, understand forgiveness, talk about hard things, seek reconciliation, and practice positive spiritual 
discipline.

The discussion guide, as well as a trailer for the film, is available on the film’s 
website at http://resources.abeautifulday.movie. 

Two-time Oscar winner and three-time Oscar nominee Hanks portrays the beloved 
children’s TV host Mister Rogers. While featuring Rogers as a major character in the 
film, “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” is not merely a biographical picture. It 
is a timely story of kindness and forgiveness triumphing over cynicism based on the 
true story of a real-life friendship between Rogers and journalist Tom Junod. After 
the jaded magazine writer, played by Emmy winner Matthew Rhys, is assigned to 
write a profile of Rogers, he is confronted with his own skepticism and learns about 
kindness, love and forgiveness from America’s most beloved neighbor.
 
“Mister Rogers demonstrated the love of Jesus Christ in every action of his life,” 
said Junius Dotson, general secretary and CEO of Discipleship Ministries. “He was a 
source of inspiration for millions of children and adults. Because of this, Discipleship 
Ministries is honored to work in collaboration with Sony Pictures to write the faith 
study guide for this important film.  We urge all United Methodists to view the film 
and use the resource in congregations.” 
 
“A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” is set for nationwide release on Thanksgiving 
Day. 

Discipleship Ministries Produces Official Study 
Guide for "A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood"
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LAKE JUNALUSKA, N.C.  - Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey, the area 
bishop of Louisiana Conference, was today elected president of 
the Council of Bishops of The United Methodist Church during 
the bishops’ meeting at Lake Junaluska Assembly.

Also elected were:
President-Designate:  Bishop Thomas Bickerton
Secretary: Bishop Tracy Malone
Executive Secretary: Bishop Bruce Ough
Ecumenical Officer: Bishop Sally Dyck
Past President: Bishop Ken Carter

The current officer holders are Bishop Carter, president; Bishop 
Harvey, president-designate; and Bishop Mande Muyombo as 
secretary. The new officers will take office at the end of the May 
2020 General Conference.

Outgoing Secretary Bishop Mande Muyombo was elected chair 
of the Connectional Table Chair.

The executive secretary serves as the operations officer of the 
Council and works closely with the Secretary to monitor actions 

of the Council and Executive Committee. The ecumenical officer 
is responsible for relationships with other Churches and/or 
ecclesial bodies.  Both serve four-year terms and take office on 
September 1, 2020. Bishop Marcus Matthews and Bishop B. 
Michael Watson are the current holders of the positions.

Council of Bishops Elects New President

From left to right: Bishops Bickerton, Schol, and Harvey (UMNS)



Because of a recent increase in spoofed emails, your Conference Communications Team wants to remind you of the following 
information:

• Spoofing is when the sender’s name and/or email are altered to hide its true origin.

• Phishing emails try to entice you into disclosing personal information, such as your username, password or bank account 
details.

These practices are used by virus and spam authors to make 
their emails look legitimate and lure people into clicking on 
links, downloading attachments or sending money/gift cards. 
An email may look as if it is from someone you know, but 
hovering over the "From" name or clicking the sender's email 
reveals a similar, but not the exact, address of someone you 
know.

 Be sure to check the exact address an email comes from 
BEFORE clicking on anything in it or replying to it. This 
includes, but is not limited to emails that appear to be from 
the Bishop, a District Superintendent, a family member or a 
colleague. 

All emails from the Conference, Bishop, or District Superintendents will come from an email address that ends with @wpaumc.org 
OR .wpa@brtapp.com .

With the availability of free email, it is easy for someone to set up an account that is almost exactly like another. You can be assured 
that no one will send you an "urgent email" asking for gift cards or money.
 
If you receive a phishing or spoofing email, just delete it and continue on with your day. Spoofed emails are not something that will 
go away.  It’s better to understand this now, rather than becoming a victim.
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GC2020: WPA Delegation Shares Report

WPA Communications Team Warns of Email Scams

The Western Pennsylvania General and 
Jurisdictional Conference Delegation met 
on Saturday, November 2, 2019 at the 
United Methodist Conference Center, with 
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi as a special 
guest for the morning session.
 
Bishop Moore-Koikoi shared a message 
and presided over the sacrament 
of Holy Communion at the opening 
worship service.  The Bishop then 
shared information about what has been 
happening around the denomination as 
General Conference 2020 approaches.  A 
question and answer session followed the 
Bishop’s presentation.
 
During the afternoon session, the 
delegation’s Episcopal Nominations team 
reported that four persons had been 
nominated and will be considered for 
endorsement as an episcopal candidate 

by the Western PA Conference.  The 
delegation voted to close nominations 
and proceed to interview the four 
individuals. Rev. Janet Lord, co-chair of 
the Episcopal Nominations team, led a 
discussion on the process for notifying 
candidates and inviting them to be part of 
an interview process.
 
At the request of the delegation, the Rev. 
Anais Hussian and Tracy Merrick shared 
a teaching moment with the delegation 
about the definitions of gender identity.
 
During closing worship, prayer partners 
joined in prayer for one another. After the 
full delegation meeting adjourned, the 
four delegation committees --Episcopal 
Nominations;  Jurisdictional Nominations; 
Spiritual Life; and Hospitality –met to 
continue their work. 
 

The next full delegation meeting is 
scheduled for Saturday, December 7, 
2019.
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Rudy Daniels, a 71-year-old resident of Methodist Tower in Erie, 
has become the face of downtown Erie—literally. His likeness, 
with dark glasses and engaging smile, rises nine-stories on the 
west side of the building where he lives. 

Internationally known street artist Elio Mercado, known as 
Evoca1, created the super-sized portrait. It is one of four 
large-scale public art works completed in 2019 as part of an 
effort by Erie Arts and Culture to integrate public art into the 
redevelopment and revitalization plans. 

Downtown Erie, currently designated as the poorest zip code in 
the nation, is in the midst of a Renaissance, with about a half-
billion dollars in construction projects underway, said the Rev. 
Jim Parkinson, pastor of the First United Methodist Church in 
Downtown Erie. With a median income of $10,873 and a mean 
income of $14,780, the 16501 zip code falls well below the 
federal poverty level of $25,100 for a family of four and $12,140 
for an individual.

“There’s fear of gentrification among current residents,” 
Parkinson explained. “But Rudy has become the neighbor of 
everyone who currently lives and works downtown and those 
who will be moving in the years to come.” 

Methodist Towers sits on land owned by the church, which 
formed a nonprofit corporation to build it in 1972 as affordable 
housing for people age 55 and over. Parkinson, who as pastor 
sits on the Tower’s board, was able to watch and photograph the 
mural as it took shape. He had several conversations with the 
artist, shown with Rudy in photo at top right.

“I had never met a world-renowned artist before, and certainly 
not anyone who went by a professional moniker (Evoca1).  When 
he arrived he introduced himself as Elio and I said I was Pastor 
Jim and that's how we spoke to each other through his time 
painting the mural.  We spoke a few times each day. 

“Elio told me about growing up in the Dominican Republic and 
how he loved to play baseball as a boy.  He is a self-taught artist.  
He told me that it took him nearly a year to complete his first 
large-scale mural about 15 years ago,” Parkinson said.

“The mural of Rudy, which at nine stories tall is the tallest he has 
ever painted, was competed in just seven days, despite a couple 
of rainy days,” he added. “At this point in his career, Elio has 
painted about 100 large-scale murals worldwide and takes on 
about 15 commissions a year.”

Facing Change: Art Helps Old Neighbors Welcome New
By Jackie Campbell, Director of Communications

(Continued pg. 9)
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Much of the Miami-based artist’s work depicts local residents 
and their daily struggles. Rudy has had his share. 

He has been blind for 51 years and the recognition that has come 
with the mural has offered him several opportunities to share 
his story and perhaps help others.  Growing up in a large family 
in Philadelphia he was caught up in gang activities as a teen.  At 
age 20, during a fight with a rival gang, he found himself staring 
into the barrel of a sawed-off shotgun. He was shot in the head, 
damaging his optic nerve, and he’s been blind since.

After that, Rudy told an Erie Times-News reporter, he began to 
drink and feel sorry for himself, eventually attempting suicide 
three times. Not long after his last attempt, Daniels said he “got 
down on my hands and knees and prayed to God.”

He realized his mistakes and was able to turn things around, stay 
clean and find work. In a Philadelphia broom factory, he sewed 
mops, flags and bandannas for the U.S. Army. Later he worked 
for a furniture company, sorting screws, nuts and washers, and 
then got a similar job with a plumbing company.

After moving to Erie in 1995, he began working in a restaurant 
kitchen, organizing and sterilizing utensils.  He moved into 
Methodist Towers, where his brother Raymond lives, about six 
years ago.  His daily walks through the downtown area now takes 
longer because people recognize him as the face on the building. 

“Methodist Tower has been in downtown Erie for 47 years, 
Parkinson said, “and our church is working to carry on its mission 
to provide affordable housing to the elderly as we prepare to 
welcome the next generation of new downtown neighbors.”  

In its second year, a Camp Allegheny 
program designed to take camp into 
communities grew dramatically – drawing 
more than twice the number of children as 
in 2018, when it started. 

Camp On-the-Go was launched in response 
to a challenge from Bishop Cynthia Moore-
Koikoi to find ways to make camp available 
to all children, regardless of ability to pay. 
Camp staff took program materials and 
went into communities offering  children a 
week of fun and friendship.

“We were excited that summer to partner 
with five churches, connecting with a total 
of 54 campers,” said Nate Saccol, Camp 
Allegheny’s program director. “This past 
summer we partnered with six churches 
and served 126 campers. That is over 130% 

growth! That is a wonderful second year 
for a program. Praise God!

The partner churches were also happy 
with the program. “Churches got to build 
relationships with kids who were part of 
their congregations already, families they 
knew from various outreach ministries, 
and families they had never met before 
day camp,” Saccol said.

Pastor Marj Kiefer of the United for 
God Cooperative said she “especially 
appreciated [the staff] efforts to create 
space and activities for the children with 
special needs.”

Carol Chappie of Elton Zion UMC said, 
“Your counselors did an AMAZING job with 
all activities and their interactions with our 

campers were positive and encouraging.  
Our kids appeared to have a great time.”
Sue Strohm of Belmont UMC was also 
pleased. “These are kids who would not 
have been able to make it to a week of 
camp,” she noted.

Other 2019 partner churches were Nanty 
Glo UMC, Grove Avenue UMC & Moxham 
Lutheran, and Bethany UMC.

If your church or ministry site is within an 
hour drive of Camp Allegheny and you 
would like to participate in the traveling 
day camp program, start the conversation 
now to find a week that works for you. 

The schedule for Summer 2020 is already 
starting to fill. Contact Camp Allegheny at 
814-754-5122 or info@campallegheny.org.

Camp On-the-Go: Reaching New Communities for Christ

(Continued from pg. 8)
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NASHVILLE, TENN. NOV. 4 – Discipleship Ministries of The United 
Methodist Church has launched its newly redesigned website to positive 
reviews from church leaders.
 
“The newly redesigned UMCDiscipleship.org is the public face of 
everything we offer the Church to assist leaders as they make disciples 
of Jesus Christ,” said the Rev. Junius B. Dotson, Discipleship Ministries 
general secretary. “The updated look and redesigned architecture are 
doorways to new and improved ways to resource the UMC. We are 
proud of what we do at Discipleship Ministries and how we offer on-line 
ministry resources to our denomination. Now people can find what they 
need faster and learn how to minister more effectively.”
 
“About 70 percent of the more than 2.5 million unique visitors of the 
Discipleship Ministries website are church leaders preparing for weekly 
worship – pastors, worship leaders, teachers, and lay leaders,” said 
Matt Carlisle, director of web development & customer relationship 
management. “The redesign happened in response to the changing 
needs of website visitors.”
 
One new addition visitors will immediately find beneficial is the Content Library. A single click from any page, visitors have access to 
a vast archive of resources cataloged by topics such as stewardship, prayers or even podcasts. Included is an archive of the popular 
lectionary resources the website is known for.
 
“The Content Library is perhaps going to be the most appreciated change for the website,” Carlisle said. “Having quick access to 
thousands of pages of information will be an amazing benefit.”
 
On-line learning is an important part of the new design. Currently, three on-line classes are open to anyone at no charge: How to 
Start a Small Group, The Committee, and See All the People. More than 2,500 people already participate in these courses.
 
“The entire web redesign was done with the users in mind,” said Steve Horswill-Johnston, Discipleship Ministries chief 
communication officer. “Our website will be a key ministry tool for our United Methodist family and beyond.”’

Discipleship Ministries’ site adds new features

Get Them Talking is a series of resources to help 
families start conversations about faith during 
dinner, devotions or anytime. Each month, UM 
Communications highlights a relevant topic and 
offers a Bible passage, a short reflection, some starter 
questions, a prayer, and an activity to help live into 
what you talk about. The material can be used daily 
or weekly throughout a month. The latest installment 
is about Gratitude. 

To find the resources, go to UMC.org and click on the 
featured Gratitude picture, or search for “Get Them 
Talking.”

UMC Releases Series to "Get Them Talking" 
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The United Methodist Church believes that every person has the 
right to education and that the responsibility of educating young 
people rests with the family, faith communities, and the govern-
ment. On United Methodist Student Day, we have the opportunity 
to support scholarships and low-interest loans that help young 
leaders achieve their dreams.

Morgan Murdock, a 2018 graduate of North Carolina State Univer-
sity, was a Gift of Hope scholar. According to her, when we give on 
United Methodist Student Day, “You are reminding and encouraging 
students of all majors and walks of lives to remain constant in their 
faith and to continue to uphold the great qualities that The United 
Methodist Church has instilled in us. The church has shown me so 
much unconditional love over the years in many forms, and this was 
a very meaningful form of that love. I was encouraged to pursue 
more in my community and remember the church that helped make 
me who I am.”

As a child who experienced being bullied, Benjamin Carlson found 
refuge in his church. As a college student, the Gift of Hope scholar-
ship offset some of his college expenses and he says it “reinforced 
my understanding that The United Methodist Church supports [its] 
students.”

As a community of faith, let’s make this United Methodist Student 
Day the most successful yet. We have the opportunity to contribute 
to the development of young people like Morgan and Benjamin. 
Together, we can help propel the next generation toward success. 

For more information and a resource kit, visit umcgiving.org.

United Methodist Student Day is November 24
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UNITED METHODIST 
STUDENT DAY

“My goal is always to be a kinder person. In everything I do,
I try to be kind and represent God.”

—laura harness, gift of hope sCholar, Wesleyan College, maCon, georgia

Please make check payable to your local church or give online at www.umcgiving.org/giveUMSD.

Your generous gift today enriches ministry 
and connects students to their faith.

• MARCH 14, 2020
• 9:00-3:30

CROSSROADS UMC, NORTH FAYETTE CAMPUS 
1000 CROSSROADS DRIVE, OAKDALE, PA 15071

• GUEST SPEAKERS:
REV. RON & BONNIE HIPWELL
Cost is $10 and lunch is included. 
Register online by February 15, 
2020 at wpaumc.org or by calling 
Jessica Speer 724-699-4885. 

Question? E-mail Jessica Speer at 
jessicaspeer83@gmail.com or Sandra 
Matoushaya at sandra.matoushaya@
wpaumc.org.

SAVE THE DATE



STAY CONNECTED

CONTACT US

facebook.com/wpaumc

wpaumc.org

wpaumc.org/enews

1204 Freedom Road
P.O. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066

724-776-2300
800-886-3382 (Toll Free)

InFocus is a publication of the 
Western Pennsylvania Conference 
of the United Methodist Church 
Communications Department.
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A Season of Grat itude
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

24
Put a gratitude jar in the kitchen 
with scraps of paper. Encourage 

people daily to write down things 
for which they are grateful. Read 

them on Epiphany

25
Smile and greet everyone you see 
throughout the day. Ask how they 

are – then LISTEN to what they 
say.

26 27
Volunteer to read to nursing 

home residents.

28
Thanksgiving Day (U.S.): Read 

Psalm 100 to begin your time of 
everyone sharing blessings of the 

past year.

29
Spend an hour taking a prayer 
walk through a natural area. 

Thank God for the earth and offer 
blessings for all of creation.

30

2
During Advent, commit to placing 
only positive messages on social 

media. Consider tweeting or 
posting a photo of something for 
which you are grateful each day.

3
#GivingTuesday- Make a donation 

in gratitude to your church or 
another United Methodist-related 
institution or ministry as a Christ-

mas gift in honor of someone.

4
Leave sticky notes on various cars 
in store parking lots or on bath-

room stalls in rest areas or public 
restrooms with simple messages 

of gratitude or kindness.

5
Share a favorite book with some-
one...and encourage them to pass 

it on.

6
Offer to babysit for free to give 

young parents a night out.

7
Pearl Harbor Day: Send a note 
to WWII veterans in your town 
thanking them for their service. 

If you don't know any of the vets, 
thank their survivors or descen-

dants.
8

Visit a neighbor you have not 
seen for a while. Offer to help 
them with something, pray for 
them or invite them to join you 

for dinner.

9
Look for (and find) people 

who are doing a good job at a 
less-than-glamorous task and 

thank them for their good work. 
Let their managers know as well.

10
Let the person behind you at the 

grocery store cut in line.

11 12
Read 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

silently or with your family. Talk 
about blessings you find in diffi-

culties you are facing.

13
Make a casserole or dinner to be 
placed in your church freezer for 

anyone who needs it.

14

15
Make handcrafted greeting cards 
with a personal message to show 
the recipients they are a special 

enough to be sent something 
made by you.

16
Thank God for quenching your 

thirst – be it with a drink or 
companionship, inspiration or 

spiritual guidance.

17 18
Write a personal note of thanks 
or encouragement to your local 

church clergy.

19
Visit a local non-profit to learn 

about their work and thank them 
for serving.

20
Take or ship a friend in need of 

comfort a meal or treat.

21
Be grateful for silence when you 
can grab a quiet time and say a 

simple prayer.
 

22 23
Pay the toll or the drive-thru cof-
fee or meal of someone behind 
you. Ask the cashier to give the 
recipient a note with a gratitude 
or kindness message. Thank the 

cashier.

24
Christmas Eve: Make eye contact 

with each family member or close 
friend sharing the day with you. 
Tell them three reasons you are 

thankful for them.

25
Christmas Day: Start your Christ-
mas morning by reading Luke 2 
and having each person share 
what the gift of Jesus Christ 

means to them. Thank God for 
the gift of Jesus.

26
Carry hand-written thank you 
cards that might include a gift 

card through a public area. Give 
to any military personnel you 

encounter.

27 28
Smile and hold doors open for 

people wherever you go; say "hel-
lo" to a stranger.

29
Sit out on your porch or front 

stoop, or just look out the win-
dow, and pray for each person 

who drives by.

30
Help a family member accomplish 

something on their to-do list.

31
Ask a teacher at your church or 
child's school what school sup-
plies their students most need. 

Buy some for them.

1 2
Compliment a co-worker or class-
mate on something you respect 

about him or her.

3
Purchase $5 gift cards for a near-
by inexpensive restaurant, and 

share them with people you see 
who are homeless or otherwise 

in need.

4
Collect canned goods for a local 
food bank. (What they received 
in the weeks before Christmas is 

already gone.)

5
Begin the practice of having every 

family member at the dinner 
table share something he/she is 

grateful for that day.

6
Day of the Epiphany: Begin read-
ing the slips of paper in your grat-
itude jar (Nov. 24). Plan how you 
will continue to express gratitude 

for God's blessings every day.

Hang this calendar and use it to engage in daily acts of gratitude and kindness. Most of them can either be done 
alone or with family or friends. Some require a bit of planning, so you may want to look ahead a few days, or make 
arrangements to do the actual activity a few days later.

Hand write and mail 
a note to someone 

you admire or 
appreciate in your 

life.

Tell someone 
why you 

appreciate 
them.

Take a picture for 
a tourist or a local 

family on an outing.

Tape a $5 bill 
to a jug of milk 
in the grocery 

store.

Phone a friend 
or relative. Tell 

them "I was 
thinking of you 
so thought I'd 

call."

As a family, rake a 
neighbor's leaves.

Adapted from ResourceUMC.org

Take flowers or a 
nice plant to the 
church secretary.

Start a gratitude 
journal to increase 

your awareness 
of the blessings in 

your life.

1
Take good 

magazines and 
leave in the 

hospital waiting 
room.


