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Bishop: Find New Joy in Christmas Traditions
For a child has been born for us,
    a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
    and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
(Isaiah 9:6 NRSV)

The Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, the 
Prince of Peace was born to a woman named Mary over 2,000 years 
ago.  He is the Son of God and the son of man.  He is my personal 
Savior and the Savior of the whole world.  This is the time of the 
year where Christians around the world anticipate and celebrate His 
coming. I trust you have planned to mark this event in a grand way.

I like to celebrate His birth through rituals: hearing and singing por-
tions of Handel’s Messiah; going to Christmas concerts; seeing the 
performance of a children’s Christmas play; reading Christmas scrip-
tures like Isaiah 11:1-10, Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 21:25-26, or Matthew 
1:18-25; or lighting Advent candles.  I also enjoy more mundane 
celebration rituals like decorating the Christmas tree, wrapping 
presents, baking cookies, or having some eggnog ice cream.  

Sometimes because of family obligations and financial commit-
ments, this time of the year becomes so stressful that we do not 

enjoy the traditions and rituals that celebrate Advent and Christmas.  
Sometimes our traditions and rituals become a burden we feel 
obligated to carry on, rather things that bring us joy.  They become 
routines we must perform.

But there was nothing routine about the way Jesus came into the 
world. Jesus’ arrival on earth, while predicted by the traditional 
prophetic stories of the Hebrew people, was so untraditional that 
many did not believe it to be true.  Further, God chose to design 
humankind so that our belief in Jesus is not obligatory, but a choice 
we must freely make, mediated by God’s grace.  
 
So as you celebrate, my hope is that you will approach each ritual 
and tradition with the same sense of newness and joy that Mary 
and Joseph had on the first Christmas.  I hope that you will approach 
each act of celebration with the awe and wonder of the wise men.  
 
There will be Herods of this age who want to steal your joy.  But the 
Spirit of God has graciously given us the wisdom and power needed 
to overcome any worldly attempts to kill our joy.  One way the world 
tries to kill our joy is by making our rituals burdensome, empty 
routines. 

So, it is my prayer that this year you will find new joy in the rituals 
you use to celebrate the birth of the Savior.  I hope this year your 
Advent and Christmas routines will give you a fresh sense of joy, just 
as they did when you were a child or on the first Christmas after you 
experienced personal salvation.  Maybe you’ll even discover some 
new traditions. 
 
This is a great time of celebration for all who believe God made 
good on God’s promise through the birth of Jesus Christ.  I can hear 
the angels singing.  I hope you can too! If you don’t, make listening 
for the angels one of your Christmas rituals.

Peace and Blessings,
Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi

United Methodist Church Relaunches Website
UMC.org, the official website of The United 
Methodist Church, relaunched on December 
2 with a new contemporary look and a 
more mobile-friendly design. In addition, 
Find-A-Church is now international. New 
geolocation technology makes it possible 
to display churches that are near the user's 
current location. 

The new UMC.org will combine with 
RethinkChurch.org, the United Methodist 
website for those who are looking for a 
spiritual home but are not yet part of a 
congregation.

The website has dedicated sections for 
ministry in the local church and the mission 

of the church in the world. It highlights 
stories of what it means to be disciples of 
Jesus Christ and how the people of The 
United Methodist Church are transforming 
the world.

The popularity of podcasts is growing 
exponentially, and the new UMC.org has 
conversations to help listeners get their 
spirit in shape and guide them through their 
faith journeys at UMC.org/podcasts.

“United Methodist Communications is using 
the latest technology so that we can work 
toward customizing content for users to 
meet their needs and preferences,” said 
Krause. “We’ll also be working to make the 

site more global and multi-lingual now that 
we have the functionality in place to support 
a better user experience.”

When completed, UMC.org will be available 
in English, French, Spanish, Portuguese and 
Korean.
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Lynette Moran, a provisional deacon in the Western PA Confer-
ence, was one of 67 new EarthKeepers from 24 annual con-
ferences commissioned by UMC Global Ministries in an online 
service broadcast November 19. This service affirmed the Earth-
Keepers in their call to the ministry of creation care and blessed 
their work in their communities. 

A training program of Global Ministries and the United Meth-
odist Committee on Relief, EarthKeepers is designed to equip 
United Methodist clergy and laity to lead their communities in 
environmental stewardship. All EarthKeepers are expected to 
launch an environmental project in their communities as part of 
their work.

The online commissioning, while untraditional, allowed the 
EarthKeepers to live out their commitment to environmental 
stewardship. The online service made it possible for participants 
to celebrate with their home communities while also saving the 
environmental cost of travel to a central location for the commis-
sioning. Bishop Larry Goodpaster of the Southeast Jurisdiction, 
Thomas Kemper, general secretary for Global Ministries, and 
the Rev. Jenny Phillips, Creation Care program manager, led the 
service.

“We know that we fail to recognize, serve and heed God in Christ 
anytime our lifestyles and consumption cause irreparable harm 
to the environment. Yet, we are trapped in systems that make it 
very difficult to participate in the modern world while allowing 
for the flourishing of creation,” Kemper said, explaining the need 
for the EarthKeepers program.

To the new Earthkeepers, he said: “As we commission you to-
night, we implore you to make your actions match the urgency 
of this moment.”

Those commissioned ranged in age from 13 to 83. Trainings were 
held in Philadelphia, PA, Austin, TX and Chicago, IL. 

“Creation is in crisis. Global Ministries EarthKeepers recognize 
the many ways in which the Bible calls people to participate in 
the health and flourishing of Creation,” said Rev. Jenny Phillips, 
Creation Care Program Manager. “EarthKeepers are empowered 
to turn big ideas into powerful action by developing projects that 
address urgent environmental concerns in their communities.” 

Moran, a PhD student in sociology at the University of Pitts-
burgh, is creating a Bible study to address ecological grief. 

“As people are displaced due to wildfires, droughts, and flooding 
all over the world, creation care can seem painful and dark these 
days,” she explained.  “Even locally Pittsburgh still struggles with 
healthy air quality and higher rates of asthma in some areas of 
Western PA. 

“Often we see pain and want to turn away, but I find that the 
sacred dwells in dark places too, if we are willing to tend and 
care for it. The sacred is especially apparent when we talk about 
nature and creation. In addressing grief, we can locate the pains 
we carry, work toward new habits and choices that sustain hope 
for God's creation in the future, and advocate for change on 
systemic levels that can have significant impact in creation care,” 
she said. 
 
“I'm looking forward to other practical projects in the Confer-
ence in the coming years as we all consider what it means to be 
stewards of the earth God put in our care. These are starting in 
my own back yard -- our oldest kiddo, Roland (age 7), is really 
interested in recycling and we're watching videos online to learn 
about how to compost at home!”

Some 200 EarthKeepers have been commissioned since the pro-
gram began in 2016. EarthKeepers spend 3 1/2 days in specialized 
training, immersed in discussions on theology, United Methodist 
resources, community organizing and anti-racism, and then use 
what they learn to develop an environmental project for their 
churches and communities. It serves as both a launchpad for 
people looking to turn an idea into action and an incubator for 
people who want to deepen an existing ministry. Participants 
develop plans in conversation with their peers, troubleshooting 
ideas and sharing strategies.

Participants can apply for UMCOR grants to support their work. 
This year’s projects include community gardens and increasing 
food security, reducing single-use plastics, green building pro-
grams, establishing rainwater-collection systems, waste-manage-
ment initiatives, as well as creation care education, energy audits 
and increasing green space in urban communities.

For information on 2020 trainings, email Alicia Stromberg, 
Sustainable Development Program Assistant, at astromberg@
umcor.org. 

Moran Commissioned as EarthKeeper
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For unto us a child is born! Whether your faith journey is in its infancy or it has grown and developed into mature discipleship, 
worshipping God is paramount to our individual and collective faith. We’ve been given a gift and we long to honor and celebrate the 
impact of Christ’s life in our lives and hearts. Faithful stewardship of our gifts and resources is a critical part of our worship process.

Let’s take a look at some best practices for stewardship as an act of thanksgiving. 
• Don’t Stop Giving. Factor your giving into your financial and retirement plan. 
Everything we have belongs to God; we are meant to be stewards and have a 
responsibility to manage everything for God’s glory. 

• Live with an Abundance Mentality. As disciples and followers of our Lord we are 
meant to be conduits of the blessing of God; to pour out our Lord’s blessings rather 
than store them. Jesus did not come for selfish reasons (John 1:10), but to serve. He 
came that we may have life in Him that is meaningful, purposeful, joyful, abundant, 
and eternal. He nurtures an abundance mentality. 
• Celebrate Our Connection. The birth of Christ is a gift to the world. Our 
connectional structure enables ministries in our local communities, our regions, 
and around the world. Our apportionments make Christ come alive for people 
we know personally and for those we will never meet. Your support through your 
apportionment giving is a celebration of Christ’s life, and the gift of our life in Him. 

The Church is our connection point to Christian living. It is a hub to connect us to other believers and ministries. Giving is a privilege; 
it is an act of worship; it is an investment in advancing the Kingdom of God; it is an expression of love and Christian unity, and our 
giving can grow ministries within our church that help spread the good news of Jesus Christ, our newborn King.

Financial Focus: Giving Thanks for the Greatest Gift 
By Bob Wild, WPA Council on Finance and Administration

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi has been elected to serve as 
president of Christian Associates of Southwestern PA, effective 
January 1, 2020. She currently serves as vice-president of the 
ecumenical organization whose board includes leaders of 
denominations or organizations represented in 10 Southwestern 
PA counties. 

“I am excited to welcome Bishop Moore-Koikoi as our next 
president! Her election comes at a pivotal time: Christian 
Associates of Southwest Pennsylvania will celebrate our 50th 
anniversary in 2020,” said the Rev. Liddy Barlow, executive minister 
for CASP. “As we celebrate our past, we are also looking forward 
with energy and imagination to the future of ecumenism in our 

region. Bishop Moore-Koikoi’s commitment to the unity we share 
in Christ in the midst of our diversity makes her exactly the leader 
we need for this year of celebration and expectation."

Launched in 1970, Christian Associates approaches ecumenism at 
the judicatory level, but in a way that provides the communication 
and resources to help efforts at the congregational level. It has 
been key to collaboration among the region’s denominations as 
they worked together to address education and social issues. For 
example, Christian Associates was an important organizer for the 
faith community’s response to Pittsburgh’s high unemployment 
rates during the late 1970s and early 1980s following the closure 
of many of the steel mills. Christian Associates took the lead in 
organizing the faith community's response to natural disasters, 
such as Hurricane Ivan in 2004. The organization has been active 
in anti-racism work; in communications in print, TV, and radio; and 
in projects to increase interfaith understanding. Mostly recently it 
helped to spearhead the interfaith response to the terrorist attack 
on Tree of Life synagogue.
 
Today, Christian Associates continues its legacy of engaging the 
wider Church through collegiality, collaboration, connectedness, 
and communication. It builds trusting relationships among church 
leaders; organizes the region’s congregations around social issues; 
connects the Church to the local communities; and communicates 
news, events, and information to help churches thrive. 

Bishop Elected Christian Associates President
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Tara Park, whose music ministry has been 
a blessing to the Western PA Conference 
for over 25 years, and her husband Eric, 
the Butler District Superintendent, have 
released a new music CD entitled Feels 
Like Home!
 
It includes 11 original songs along 
with three of their favorite hymns 
of faith, reimagined with evocative 
instrumentation.
 
Every dollar raised from the sale of the 
CD will go directly to support the “Deeply 
Rooted, Upward Reaching” campaign 
supporting six Western PA Conference 
Camping and Retreat Ministries: 

• Jumonville
• Camp Allegheny
• Wesley Woods
• Olmsted Manor
• The Healthy Village Learning Institute
• At The Lake Ministries 

Tara’s and Eric’s journeys “have been 
beautifully shaped and blessed by the 
work of these six ministries.

“Our love for Jesus and our desire to 
follow him have been significantly 
nurtured by our Conference’s Camping 
and Retreat Ministry,” said Eric.  “In fact, 
I wrote the first song on the CD (entitled 
‘Be Still,’) with our camps and Olmsted 

Manor specifically in mind. They have 
always been places that have afforded to 
me the opportunity to become prayerfully 
‘still’ when I have needed it most.” 
 
Significant to note is the fact that Tara 
wrote three of the 11 original songs on 
“Feels Like Home” and co-wrote another 
song with Eric.
 
“While I have always loved to play and sing,” 
Tara said, “writing songs has always been 
very difficult for me. In the past, I started to 
write many different songs, but never felt 
any of them were good enough to finish.”
 
Tara believes that daily prayer and the 
encouragement of her husband made the 
difference this time.
 
“Throughout this project, I spent much 
more time in prayer, which made 
songwriting feel more like an extended 
engagement with God’s presence…Plus, 
Eric kept encouraging me and cheering 
me on in my songwriting, which really 
helped me to believe more strongly in my 
abilities,” she said.
 
Eric said he could not be more excited 
about Tara’s songwriting: “I am so 
incredibly proud of Tara for creating such 
beautiful songs! I can’t wait for people to 
hear them!”

 “Feels Like Home” covers a great deal of 
spiritual and emotional territory. From 
the opening song, "Be Still" (which ushers 
the listener into a quiet and prayerful 
attentiveness) to the romantic "No 
Sweeter Place"' (which celebrates the 
comfort and security of a longstanding 
love), to the old hymn “How Firm a 
Foundation,” the CD touches upon both 
the durability of deep faith and the 
nuances of human relationships. 
 
In the song "Half a Century In" (written by 
Eric on the occasion of his 50th birthday), 
the following lyrics reflect the heart of the 
entire album: 
 

Laughter shapes the joy 
Grief refines the pain 
A man with shades of boy 
And a journey to maintain 

 
Feels Like Home is an album that 
illuminates a significant journey. It is a 
journey of smiles and tears, observation 
and introspection, nostalgia and hope. 
Ultimately, it is a journey that leads 
toward the place that feels most like 
home.
 
The CD is now available for purchase. 
Feels Like Home can be downloaded at 
CD Baby, iTunes, or Amazon. Hard copies 
of the CD can be ordered at CD Baby or 
purchased at the Conference Center and 
or one of the District Offices.

Sales of Parks’ CD Benefit Camping Ministries
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When a middle school student in the 
West Allegheny School District committed 
suicide a few years ago, it rattled 
the whole community. Members of 
Crossroads Church in Oakdale arranged 
for a prayer walk at the school and invited 
people to come. 

“They weren’t sure how many to expect,” 
said Lead Pastor Steve Cordle, “but 
300 people turned out. There were 
many teachers and the superintendent. 
After that we began talking with the 
superintendent about the needs of the 
school and the needs of the kids.”
Soon, school administrators, who 
had been looking for ways to support 
students and families, met with leaders 
of Crossroads to see how they could work 
together. “ The school invited volunteers 
from the church to come in and do 
leadership development to help create 
and reinforce a positive atmosphere,” 
Cordle explained.

Crossroads’ student pastor, Andrew Miller 
recruited volunteers and developed a 
curriculum for a program called iLead. 
After training, the adult volunteers went 
into the West Allegheny Middle School 
on a weekly basis after school to interact 
with about 70 students in groups of 8 to 
10,  sharing food and table discussion.  

In the second year, Cordle said, 100 
middle school students participated. 
Then, he added, the high school said, 
“What about us?”  Varsity iLead for high 
school students was added as a special 
class during the school day every other 
week. 

The volunteers have been faithful and 
feel gratified to be able to commit to a 
program that’s significant and meaningful, 
Cordle said. Volunteer Tim Gaab 
coordinates the effort. 

“As iLead began, we intentionally targeted 
students we felt needed a lot of support 

and students who, through their own 
abilities, would lend a lot to our school 
as servant leaders,” former middle school 
Principal Frank Hernandez explained 
in a video thank-you message to the 
Crossroads congregation.

The program, he said, has been a huge 
success. He cited as an example a young 
man who didn’t have a lot of support at 
home, was struggling academically, wasn’t 
coming to school, and was making poor 
choices. Through iLead, working with 
adult mentors, he developed a sense of 
confidence. The student is now college-
bound and a varsity athlete at the high 
school, where Hernandez currently serves 
as principal. 

“We have adult mentors who take 
tremendous pride in this program, and 
students who have developed into 
servant leaders. The positive influence 
iLead has instilled in students is evident in 
the hallways, cafeteria and classrooms,” 
Hernandez said.

In iLead, Cordle explained, “We do not 
teach specific Christian doctrine, although 
some students now come to the church’s 
student ministry on Sunday nights. We 
got involved and built relationships, built 
community and made a difference in the 
school system in a positive way. It’s a cool 
thing to see.”

Church-School Partnership Making 
a Difference in Lives of Students
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UM Foundation Honors Beattys with Award
The United Methodist Foundation of Western PA honored longtime Jumonville President Larry Beatty 
and his wife Jaye Beatty with its Founders' Day Award at a luncheon on Friday, Nov. 15. The Beattys 
retired in the Spring of 2019 after 37 years of service at the camp and retreat center, recognizable to 
many for the Great Cross of Christ which sits atop the mountain and can be seen from miles away.

"Larry and Jaye have had a significant impact upon the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference 
through their 37 years of devoted leadership and service to the ministry of Jumonville," said the Rev. Ed 
Bailey, executive director of the Foundation. "They have exemplified Christian stewardship and helped 
ensure that Jumonville will continue to touch the lives of campers and others seeking retreat in nature 
for generations to come."

As President of Jumonville, Larry shepherded its growth from a popular summer camp to a year-round camping and retreat center for 
people of all ages.  Jaye filled many roles that aided that growth, including public relations coordinator.

"Larry and Jaye have also done much to provide for the future of Jumonville, from the introduction of new technology and innovative 
curriculum to establishing a solid financial foundation through planned giving programs, donor cultivation and multiple capital 
campaigns," said Bailey, who served as a Jumonville camp dean in his younger days. "Because of Larry and Jaye's stewardship, 
generations of campers to come will continue to learn, play and worship at Jumonville."

On November 21, 2019, Dutilh Church’s leadership board allocated 
$50,000 from Dutilh’s Make Room capital campaign to support the  
rebuilding of the rural Mashambanhaka health clinic in Zimbabwe. 
The clinic is the fifth of six clinics administered by the Nyadire 
Mission Hospital to be renovated.

Since 2013, Dutilh Church has had a relationship with The Nyadire 
Connection (TNC), a Pittsburgh-based non-profit organization that 
supports and sustains the Nyadire United Methodist Mission in 
rural Zimbabwe. Through that partnership, TNC has raised funds 
to help to renovate medical clinics in Chikwizo (2014), Nyahuku 
(2016), and Dendera (2018). 

“It is extremely gratifying to see the people of Dutilh reach out 
and support our brothers and sisters in Zimbabwe,” said Ralph 
Duckworth, Dutilh’s TNC mission leader. “The rural clinics there 
are the first line of medical help for the villagers who live as far 
as ten miles away, and provide pre- and post-natal care for moms 
and their babies, vaccinations, health counseling, and of course, 
deliver the babies.” 

In July 2019, a mission team of 13 people from Dutilh Church, led 
by Duckworth, traveled to Nyadire. The mission team developed 
relationships with the people of Nyadire and offered gifts to Du-
tilh’s ministry partners.

“When the Dutilh Mission Team visited the Mashambanhaka Clinic 
this past summer, there were more than 40 moms and children 
waiting in the 20’ by 20’ open-air shelter to be seen by a nurse,” 
Duckworth said. “I had forgotten how small the clinic is, and how 
difficult it is for the local people to get medical treatment. Now, 
through the generosity of the Dutilh congregation and others, the 
local people around Mashambanhaka will soon have access to 
basic health care.”

Drew Harvey, chair of TNC, explained, “The health clinics admin-
istered by Nyadire Hospital are remote and primitive places. The 
patients walk or come by oxcart and will tell you emotional stories 
about the urgent, lifesaving services each clinic provides.” 

The original clinics were inadequate for the medical care people 
required, Harvey said, and so TNC began to rebuild them one by 
one. The dream to rebuild “took shape with no understanding of 
where the funds might come from,” Harvey said, “but we began, 
and along the way inspiring people stepped up and enabled 
completion of four clinics. And now the amazing people of Dutilh 
Church are directing an incredibly generous gift that allows this 
journey to continue with Mashambanhaka.”

The total cost of the medical clinic in Mashambanhaka is 
$267,000. TNC has raised $54,000 to date, including previous 
contributions from Dutilh Church. Dutilh’s $50,000 donation will 
provide the money needed for construction to begin in 2020.

“Through this gift, Dutilh Church is making room for people to 
receive medical care that will save lives. Babies and mothers will 
survive difficult births. People with malaria will receive life-saving 
treatment,” said Pastor Tom Parkinson. “When we think about the 
Make Room campaign, it’s all about expanding our ability to love 
God, love others, and love to serve. I can’t think of a more perfect 
way to accomplish that purpose than to participate in building this 
clinic.”

For more information, visit nyadire.org. 

Dutilh UMC Helps Fund Nyadire Clinic Rebuild
By Jenny Monahan, Dutilh UMC Director of Marketing and Communications
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The Christian Leaders Fellowship, an ecumenical group of bishops and denominational executives, led a prayer service at the annual 
dedication of the Pittsburgh Crèche in late November on the plaza in front of the U.S. Steel Tower in downtown Pittsburgh. Rev. Alyce 
Weaver Dunn, Director of Connectional Ministries, represented Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi at the dedication service.


