IN FOCUS
A Tribute to Inspiring Women
by Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they
will be comforted.” Matthew 5:4
This year has been a year of grief,
blessing, and comfort for me. As 2019
began I was still very actively mourning
the loss of my dad, who died on
November 19, 2018. In February, while at
General Conference, we heard that Faith
Weston “Momduck” Geer who had been
such a source of inspiration to me lost
her battle with cancer. On May 26, my
best friend, Robin Michelle Satchell died,
also from cancer. And in August Betty
Spiwe Katiyo, the former lay leader of the
Zimbabwe West Annual Conference, died
unexpectedly while returning home from
a general church meeting. Betty, just like
Faith, was a source of inspiration to me.
As I have reflected and deliberately
tried to work through my grief in a way
that opens my spirit to the blessing and
comfort that was promised by Jesus, I
have been moved, among other things,
by the witness and legacy of Faith and
Betty - two exemplary lay women in
our denomination. Both women gave
of themselves endlessly to the church.
They worked tirelessly on all levels in the
denomination. But more importantly,
they were dedicated disciples.
I am convinced that they did all that
they did because of their love of Jesus. I

am convinced because I was blessed on
occasion to have observed these two
women actively engaged in the spiritual
disciplines of worship, bible study and
prayer. I was blessed on occasion to
have been comforted by a hug and
encouraging word from Faith and a warm
smile and radical hospitality from Betty.
I was also blessed to have been called
to accountability because of Faith and
Betty’s administrative skills. These two
women were a blessing!
I do not know if Faith and Betty ever
met. I imagine they probably did because
of their positions in the general church
and our partnership with the Zimbabwe
Episcopal Area. Having worked with
both of them, I know that they had some
differences about how to interpret some
scriptural passages. And I am grateful

for both of them and their witness and
legacy. I learned from both of them and
believe that I am a better bishop because
of each of them.
Whether or not they ever met here
on earth, I am comforted by my holy
imagination that has created a whole
scenario about their heavenly meeting. I
imagine that as Faith is organizing heaven,
Betty is planning a big meal. I imagine
that they regularly meet and greet each
other with a warm hug at the feet of
Jesus as they intercede on behalf of the
United Methodist Church. It is my prayer
that we will all continue to learn from
“Momduck” and Betty as we reflect on
their witness and legacy and, in so doing,
we will be blessed and comforted.

Left: Bishop Moore-Koikoi welcomed to WPA by Faith Geer, Right: Betty Spiwe Katiyo
delivering laity address at GC 2012

WPAUMC Reaffirms Commitment to Partnerships

• Assistance with young people's empowerment programs;
• Assistance in the provision of safe water by drilling boreholes
for health facilities;
• Working with UMC-Zimbabwe Health Board to achieve their
goals and objectives for a healthier Zimbabwe;
• Assistance with the Albinism ministry in Zimbabwe;

Before signing the agreement, Bishop Moore-Koikoi told those
gathered, “We consider our partnership to be a sort of common
pool. God has gifted us with many financial resources and
our partnership with Zimbabwe is a line item in our budget.
Zimbabweans have also given to us from their own overflow
because you are rich beyond measure in your knowledge of God,
wisdom, faith and commitment to God almighty."

This summer, the Western PA Conference strengthened its
commitment to two global partnerships, Zimbabwe and Fiji
by signing covenant agreements and giving missional support.
Efforts to update other partnership agreements continues.

After the updated agreement was signed, Western Pennsylvania
youth traveled to Zimbabwe for ZimCamp. While there, the
youth had the opportunity to experience the country and
become immersed in the culture.

Zimbabwe

In early July, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi traveled with a
delegation to Mutare, Zimbabwe to attend the Lay Academy
training at Africa University. Over 500 laity came together for
three days of workshops and training. Bishop Moore-Koikoi
led the first worship service and encouraged those gathered
to say "STOP!" to the evil forces threatening the world and our
denomination.
Bishop Moore-Koikoi also led a training on disaster response
and provided information on UMCOR. Two others from Western
PA presented workshops. Conference communicator Liz Lennox
discussed social media and using online communication as
Christians. Erica Rushing, administrator at Edinboro UMC
and member of the Conference Council on Finance and
Administration, presented on Integrity in Leadership.
At the end of the academy, Bishop Moore-Koikoi and Bishop
Eben Nhiwatiwa signed a new covenant agreement between the
Western Pennsylvania Conference and Zimbabwe Episcopal Area.
This agreement was developed around our five areas of focus
and includes:
• Collaborative Lay Leadership schools in both Western
Pennsylvania and Zimbabwe;
• A Zimbabwe Immersion Program for adults from Western
PA to experience Zimbabwean culture and learn from
Zimbabweans best practices in ministry and church;
• ZimCamp, a journey that affords Western PA youth the
opportunity to visit and fellowship with young people in
Zimbabwe while fostering relationships;
• Assistance in strategic funding and/or construction of
churches, clinics, and other facilities to make the good news of
God’s love real in Zimbabwe;
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For more photos, visit flickr.com/wpaumc.

Fiji

A migration of native Fijian workers from California to
southwestern Pennsylvania to work in the shale gas industry
sowed the seeds of a partnership between the Western PA
United Methodist Conference and the Methodist Church of Fiji
and Rotuma. That partnership was formalized with the signing
of a covenant agreement at the 2019 annual conferences of the
WPAUMC in June and Fijian Methodist Church in August, 2019.
Many Fijians and their families moved to the Uniontown area
of the Connellsville District beginning around 2012. Because
Methodism is a major religion in Fiji, the families established
faith communities in California that came together for a monthly
Fijian-language worship service at a United Methodist Church.
When they moved to Pennsylvania, they looked for a similar
arrangement, and in 2014, Point Marion UMC began hosting a
monthly Fijian language service and fellowship meal. Initially
the service drew about 50 and grew to often involve more than
100, according to the Rev. Bev Roscoe, who was pastor at Point
Marion at the time.
(continued on page 3)

WPAUMC, to attend the Fijian Church’s Annual Conference in
August of that year.
After Tropical Cyclone Winston, the most intense cyclone on
record in the South Pacific, hit the Fiji islands in early 2016,
Fijians in Western PA began gathering donations and supplies to
help with the recovery. The following year, a small Volunteers in
Mission Team traveled to the area to visit some of the hard-hit
areas, learn more about the ministries of the Methodist Church
in Fiji, and determine what how the WPAUMC might assist.

Some of the Fijians became active at Point Marion, revitalizing
the congregation, helping to launch a children’s Sunday School,
community VBS, community outreach ministries and a United
Methodist Women’s group. Others began attending regular
worship services at churches in Uniontown.
In June 2015, then President Tevita Banivanua of the Methodist
Church of Fiji visited Point Marion and invited Rev. Roscoe and
the Rev. William B. Meekins Jr., then assistant to the Bishop in

In August 2019, Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi, Connellsville
District Superintendent Bob Zilhaver, Rev. Roscoe, Rev. Don
Henderson of Asbury UMC and Rev. Dale Shunk, a retired elder
who launched the Solar Samaritans ministry in Western PA,
traveled with nine other leaders and volunteers to Fiji. The team
did restoration work at the Methodist Lay Training College,
installed a pilot solar energy project and attended the 2019
annual conference of the Methodist Church in Fiji for the signing
of a formal Partnership Covenant with the Western PA United
Methodist Conference.

Solar Samaritans Go Global: Fiji Pilot Project
Since 2012, the Solar Samaritans, a
men’s ministry formed at First UMC in
Somerset, has helped families facing
economic hardship, some service
organizations and Camp Allegheny install
solar energy systems to dramatically cut
energy costs. Rev. Dale Shunk, the pastor
who founded the group at First UMC,
took the concept with him to Wilmore, Kentucky when he
retired and has been involved in projects there.

Now the ministry has gone global. Shunk was asked to
represent the Solar Samaritans on a Western PA Conference
Mission Team that traveled to Fiji in August 2019. Thanks to
donations from the Samaritans and Somerset First UMC, he
joined the team of 14 in working to renovate facilities at the
Methodist Lay Training College near Nausori during a term
break. The team connected with the Rev. Dr. Semisi Turagavou,
the new principal of the Lay Training College, and Jone, the
carpenter and maintenance man, to learn more about needs.
Shunk explored possibilities for bringing hot water and more
reliable power to the facilities.

the Training College, although there are passive solar hot
water systems with 50-gallon tanks at the adjacent Davuilevu
Seminary. Some pipe remained for Jone to use to complete a
system on either the women’s or men’s dormitory when time
allows.
Revs. Shunk and Henderson also visited Solar Fiji, a company
owned by the Australian company Greenpower, to request an
onsite visit to the MLTC to prepare an estimate for a 5-kilowatt
grid-tied solar array on the grounds. Shunk said he asked Eric
Walker, the executive director of Solar Samaritans in Somerset,
if he would assist in fundraising for a system in the future and
received a positive response.
While at the MLTC, team members also purchased kitchen
appliances, sewing machines and other items for the Home
Economics Department.

Team members worked with eight students who stayed
over the break to clean, paint and refurbish the living
quarters of the men’s dormitory. Shunk, Connellsville District
Superintendent Bob Zilhaver and Rev. Don Henderson, pastor
of Asbury UMC in Uniontown worked with Jone to install a
pilot passive solar water heating system on the roof at the
principal’s home using about 200 feet of 2-inch black PVC
pipe to distribute the weight of the water over the whole
roof. There was no hot water available on the grounds of
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Gottschalk Focused on Bahamas Disaster Response
Rev. Stephanie Gottschalk,
former Mission/Volunteers
in Mission coordinator for
the Western PA Conference
currently serving as executive
director of the Bahamas
Methodist Habitat, is
coordinating plans for longterm disaster response and
recovery for Methodists in
the Bahamas after Hurricane
Dorian caused widespread
devastation there.
Headquartered at Camp Symonette on Eleuthera Island, Bahamas
Methodist Habitat regularly hosts volunteer mission teams to
repair homes. It also serves as the disaster outreach ministry of the
Bahamas Conference of the Methodist Church, mobilizing resources
and volunteers. Camp Symonette also serves as a hurricane shelter
for the people of Central Eleuthera.
Eleuthera is about 80 miles south of the hardest hit islands-the Abacos and Grand Bahama--and escaped the devastation
seen there. “We have some debris on the roads, but we’re
good,”Gottschalk said. Those on her island were having difficulty
with electricity and in making contact with loved ones, but were
safe.
In a telephone interview with Pittsburgh’s WTAE-TV, she noted
the extensive damage on Grand Bahama, where "everything
is flattened...trees were gone and buildings were gone. I think
the hardest thing is to make sense of that....that we could be so
close and yet have such a different impact from the same storm,"
she said. The population of the Bahamas, she noted, is similar
to Pittsburgh and the 70,000 or so in the Dorian-affected areas
“represent about 18 percent of the population … so this is felt
nationwide. Everyone is going to know somebody who was affected
or who was injured or died," she said.
Gottschalk's primary task in the position she was appointed to in
January 2018 "is preparing volunteer and recovery response for
the Methodists with a view toward the long term,” she explained.
As Volunteers in Mission coordinator in Western PA for five years,
she played a similar role, training and recruiting volunteers on a
regular basis and mobilizing teams to address long-term recovery
from flooding in the region. She has been involved in global and
local Volunteers in Mission work since she was a teenager in
Waynesburg, PA.
Since 1992 when Hurricane Andrew hit, the Bahamas Methodist
Conference, an independent Methodist denomination with
ministries on the approximately 20 inhabited islands, has actively
partnered with the Bahamas government and the United Methodist
Church in the United States through Habitat. Historically, the
Bahamas Methodist Habitat has played an active role in disaster
response in neighboring islands such as Haiti.
New York Area Bishop Thomas Bickerton, who is president of the
United Methodist Committee on Relief’s board of directors, sent
a letter Sept. 5 to his fellow bishops about the need for church
members to respond to the 2019 hurricane season.
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“Hurricanes Dorian, Harvey, Irma, Maria, Michael and Matthew
showed us that storms are now more intense and more devastating
than ever before,” the letter said, “which means those working in
disaster response and recovery must become more innovative and
creative. This requires additional resources.”
UMCOR has awarded a solidarity grant to Bahamas Methodist
Habitat for immediate, emergency short-term funding to address
basic human needs. The relief agency also expects to partner in
the Bahamas with the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the
Americas.
At this stage, donations to UMCOR are the best way for church
members to respond, Bickerton said. Placements for volunteer
teams will come later, after conversations with partners and the
building of an infrastructure for that work.
Bickerton noted that UMCOR and the Board of Global Ministries,
hope to use what they learned in working with the Methodist
Church of Puerto Rico after Hurricane Maria as a way to respond in
the Bahamas.
“We’re trying to find ways that Puerto Rico can help,” Bickerton told
UM News. “There’s a deep commitment for us to be there.”
Disasters don’t happen in isolation, Gottschalk pointed out, and the
Bahamas Methodist Habitat already has absorbed some lessons
from the continuing recovery in Puerto Rico.
Founded after Andrew made landfall on Eleuthera Island as a
Category 5 hurricane in 1992, Habitat is involved in disaster relief
throughout the Bahamas, including hurricane response, and also
has worked in Haiti, as well as Turks and Caicos Islands.
“There’s a trusted relationship with us as an organization with the
disaster response community,” Gottschalk explained. “We’ve hosted
thousands of volunteers from the U.S. over the years as well.
“One of our goals as Methodist Habitat is to have teams come in
to do disaster mitigation work,” she said. That includes making
structural repairs before storms arrive, so there is greater resiliency
and fewer deaths.
Gottschalk expects Dorian will require at least a two-year recovery
period. “There will be significant portions of both islands that will
need to be totally rebuilt,” she said.
Among the questions for the future is how Dorian could change
building codes in the Bahamas and other hurricane-belt areas.
“There will have to be conversations about what is sustainable,
what is safe and how can that be affordable,” she said.
HOW TO HELP
• Pray for those affected by Hurricane Dorian
• Donate directly to UMCOR at umcor.org or through your church
• Donate directly to Bahamas Methodist Habitat at
MethodistHabitat.org or paypal.me/BahamasHabitat.

Pittsburgh preschoolers help orphans in Zimbabwe
By Eveline Chikwanah
When a group of preschoolers at Dutilh
United Methodist Church in Pittsburgh
learned of the long distance that orphans
at the Nyadire Mission’s Home of Hope
were traveling to school, they agreed to
hop into action.

In a display of unconditional love for
children they had never met, the 3- and
4-year-olds participated in a hop-a-thon
titled “Hop for Hope.” They raised enough
money to buy seven bicycles, worth $175
each, for the orphaned children.
In June, a team of volunteers from
Pittsburgh delivered the bikes to Nyadire
Mission, the oldest United Methodist
mission in Zimbabwe. In addition to the
orphanage, the mission has primary and
secondary schools, a college, hospital,
farm and workshop. The Nyadire
Connection, a nonprofit founded by a
group of United Methodists in Pittsburgh,

provides continuing support for the
mission.
The bicycles — Buffalo Bikes from World
Bicycle Relief — were assembled in Harare
and brought to Nyadire. One of the U.S.
volunteers, Mary Beth Zollars, even
brought one along in her baggage.
“I disassembled it, packed it, then
reassembled it at the Home of Hope, so
that the smaller children could learn to
ride,” she said. “They have such a long
walk to school.”
Efforts are underway to get more of the
smaller bicycles for the younger children.
Zollars has been spearheading fundraising
for the home and its outreach program,
Home of Hope Outreach, which supports
over 350 vulnerable children in the
community, paying for their education at

18 schools and providing school supplies.
The bicycles are just the latest good news
for the orphans and vulnerable children
at the Home of Hope. In February, they
moved into spacious premises built
with funding from the government of
Finland and support from The Nyadire
Connection.
“About 50 hectares (almost 124 acres)
has been allocated for the new home and
farmland for the 16 children residents
at Nyadire (Home of Hope),” said the
Rev Lancelot Mukundu, Nyadire Mission
station chairperson.
The Finnish government contributed over
$300,000 USD for the new infrastructure
comprised of two duplexes, each with
two homes, an administration block and a
house for the administrator.
(continued on page 6)
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(Pittsburgh preschoolers, continued)
“Each house can accommodate up to eight children and provides
a home setting with a mother who looks after the children. They
live like any other rural children and also do household chores,”
Mukundu said.

“The relationship with the kids at the Home of Hope is a very
special part of The Nyadire Connection. We’ve watched many of
the kids grow up, and some we are now sponsoring in advanced
education.”

Emmanuel Chiimba, Home of Hope administrator, said the old
site would get waterlogged during the rainy season and did not
have space for income-generating projects.

Harvey said Home of Hope was one of the first areas The Nyadire
Connection started working with when it formed back in 2006.

“The new home is an ideal site. There is good arable land; it
is spacious and we can conduct a number of projects on it,”
Chiimba said.
The children already have horticulture fields, a piggery with 22
pigs, and eight cattle. They intend to venture into poultry and
fishery projects.
Nyadire Home of Hope was the brainchild of the late sister Rut
Lundgren, a Finnish missionary nurse who lived at the mission
for more than 35 years. Rut, who never had any children, was an
orphan herself and lived by the adage, “Every child needs to be
held.”
The home opened its doors in 1999 and today, the youngest
members are 5-year-old twins who have lived there for about
four years.
Drew Harvey of The Nyadire Connection said his organization
sends funds each month to cover the majority of operational
costs, such as staff salaries, food, medical care, school fees and
clothing.
“(The Nyadire Connection) finds three to four sponsors for each
child and that sponsor pays $40 (USD) per month and has a close
communication link with frequent letter exchanges,” Harvey said.

“It remains a very foundational program for (us),” he said.
Under Zimbabwe laws, orphans and vulnerable children are
returned to the Department of Social Welfare once they reach
18 years old and they are then handed over to relatives if they
have been located.
The Nyadire Connection continues to support those who would
have left the Nyadire home but need training to become selfreliant; there currently are 14 beneficiaries of the Sister Rut
Scholarship studying at various tertiary institutions.
Chiimba said Harare United Methodist churches also support the
home with various goods, and The United Methodist Church’s
Mutoko Mudzi District gives the home $200 every month to
assist with the children’s welfare.
He described the relationship with The Nyadire Connection as
special.
“The Nyadire Connection is reliable. It is a grouping of people
who are compassionate about what they are doing,” he said.
Chikwanah is a communicator of the Zimbabwe East Conference.
This article was published by the UM News Service on Aug. 13,
2019.

Help Send Kids to Camp- Donate Today!
At the end of this month, Bishop Cynthia and a team of
bikers will set off on a bike-a-thon to raise money for
camperships. You can support the team and send kids to
camp by donating at www.wpaumc.org/
onlinepayments.
Participants will be physically challenging themselves
while promoting abundant health; and through
this experience the group will explore their role in
dismantling racism through study, a time of worship in
the oldest African American United Methodist Church in
Georgetown and a visit to the African American Heritage
Museum.
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The Prayer Institute at PRAY!
During every natural disaster and societal tragedy we were encouraged to pray. Before the 2019 General Conference and in the days
leading up to this year’s WPA Annual Conference, everyone was encouraged to pray. Prayer is a spiritual lifeline, it is a corporate
and personal connection with God and with each other. Our goal is to have as many people as possible in our conference praying
together. This past spring Rev. Chris Kindle and a few others from the Prayer team traveled across all of the Annual Conference to be
a part of prayer nights focusing on renewal and prayer revival within the United Methodist Church.
To join with this prayer movement taking shape in Western PA, you are invited to
participate in a dynamic two-day prayer event for laity, clergy and prayer teams on
September 27-28 at Dutilh Church. Pastor Suzette Caldwell, the board chair and
president of The Prayer Institute in Houston, Texas, will be the speaker for PRAY!
The Prayer Institute is a non-profit community-based organization that prays for
the Houston metropolitan area and has taught thousands of people, nationally and
internationally how to pray based on the Model Prayer (the Lord’s Prayer). Pastor
Caldwell says she has witnessed miraculous answers to prayer. In 2005, Caldwell led a
chaplaincy team to pray for Hurricane Katrina victims at the Convention Center. She has
also led prayer campaigns using strategic written prayers which have initiated and
sustained powerful changes, including development of a history-making 234-acre
community in under-served central Southwest Houston.
Sign up for PRAY! at wpaumc.org/Register.

Joint VBS Reaches Children in Punxsutawney Area

by Jane Murphy, Indiana District Correspondent

Despite children being the future of churches, families with
children are not seen in many congregations.
In Punxsutawney, two churches and the Salvation Army
worked together last summer to give all children in the area an
opportunity to learn about God and the Bible -- and have fun-by offering a joint Vacation Bible School event. “Vacation Bible
School was the perfect opportunity to go outside these walls,”
the event coordinator, Shelly Bishop, said.
There was no shortage of noise, movement, and enjoyment
during the week-long event. With adults and children in ROAR
tee shirts – yellow for students, orange for volunteers – the
Grace United Methodist sanctuary, assembly hall, yard (with
rented big white tent), and hallways were teeming with activity.
Pastor Clint Phillips of the Grace and Woodland Avenue UMCs
said the Grace Church has “always been blessed with a fair
number of children,” but the church was receptive to a proposal
by Pastor Greg Smith of First Church of God for the joint VBS
effort. Planning began in March, and 165 students turned out,
with classes for nursery through 6th grade.
Actually, toddlers through teenagers participated; no one was
turned away. Children older than 6th grade were invited to be
“helpers” and indeed they were, working in the kitchen, setting
up and taking down equipment, and assisting the leaders of the
10 subgroups in every way possible. There were 40-45 adult
volunteers from the churches, some of whom took the week off
from work. There were 40 students from other churches and 35
more who were not affiliated with any church.

Although some of the traditions in the host churches were
different, “All three churches were willing to surrender a little bit
to make this happen,” Clint said.
“The key to success is early planning,” said Shelly, who is
the education coordinator at Grace UMC. Kids were able to
register online and ask to be paired with a friend or other family
member. Except for the nursery classes, the groups were made
up of mixed-ages, as suggested in the Bible School material. This
was the first year mixed age groups were tried, but Shelly feels it
has worked out well. Children’s requests to move to a different
group were respected and helped to make them comfortable in
what might be a new setting. Flexibility was key.
“They (the kids) are a real joy. They are searching, want to know
God. They do want direction and are willing souls,” Shelly added.
“It’s all about the kids,” said one volunteer. “The environment
here – the kids know that they are important – that they matter.”
You can’t get a stronger, more Christian message than that.
The whole process of the joint effort has been a humbling
experience for Pastor Clint. And he would do it again, he said,
adding, “We are not in the business of fighting for customers.”
Churches with few children, particularly, may be able to reach
out to more young people by working with other churches in
their area. For more information or details on his joint planning
event, contact:
Rev. Clint Phillips, Grace UMC of Punxsutawney, PA in the Indiana
District at 814-938-4030.
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UMW, Celebrating 150 Years, Looks to Future

And the good news is that the UMW is clearly alive and well,
she added. “Significant social action issues are on the UMW
agenda as we continue to carry on the work of our foremothers,
caring for women, children, and youth locally, nationally, and
internationally.”

United Methodist Women throughout Western PA continue
to celebrate 150 years of mission and ministry focused on
education and care for women and children, they look forward
to carrying out that legacy. In the Greensburg District, Mrs.
Edwin Parker and Mrs. William Butler and others visitors from
the past who in 1869 were instrumental in organizing the
Women’s Foreign Aid Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church
showed up at a meeting.
They told of gathering on a stormy evening in Boston to
formulate a plan to “care for the poor, the widows and the
orphans in every land.” They planned to raise funds to send our
first female missionaries, Isabella Thoburn (an educator) and Dr.
Clara Swain (a physician) to India, with the intent of building a
school to educate girls and to build a hospital to provide medical
care for women.

The UMW national organization is focused on four initiatives to
make a difference in the world now and for the future: Climate
Justice, Maternal and Infant Health, Economic Justice and
Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline.
On Saturday, Oct. 26 at the Conference UMW Annual Meeting,
representatives from local agencies active in these areas will
share their stories and offer opportunities to get involved.
Ebony Diaz, the executive for Nurture and Development for the
national UMW organization, will be the keynote speaker at the
Annual Meeting, scheduled for 8:45 a.m. – 3 p.m. at Christ UMC
in Bethel Park. The cost is $8 per person for lunch.
Online registration is available at christumc.net/UMW.

“What persistence, strength, and selflessness these women
exhibited!” said Cindy Carasia, who portrayed Mrs. Parker.
(Laurie Cowan was Mrs. Butler.)

General/Jurisdictional Delegation Report

The Western Pennsylvania General & Jurisdictional Conference Delegation gathered on Saturday, August 24 at the United Methodist
Conference Center in Cranberry Township to worship, get to know each other better and explore some Guiding Principles under
which they will live and work together.
After the Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn, chair of the delegation, offered a message based on 2 Corinthians 4:7-11 and they shared in the
sacrament of Holy Communion, members took time to think deeply about the 10 principles they inherited from previous delegations.
They engaged in small group discussion led by members of the 2020 executive team – Rev. Dunn, Vice-Chair Vicki Stahlman,
Secretary Rev. Bob Zilhaver, and Treasurer Paul Morelli.
There were three rounds of discussion. Delegates were seated with different people in each round to encourage dialogue with a
greater number of people. All of the responses were recorded in each group so that the entire delegation could have access to the
broader scope of conversation beyond what they individually experienced.
When the “Guiding Principles” conversation was completed, the Chair invited the delegation to consider communicating about their
work with the WPA Conference. The delegation authorized the Executive Committee to write and distribute press releases to the
Conference Communications Department after each meeting.
At the August 24 meeting, four sub-committees were convened to begin work on designated tasks:
Spiritual Life (plan and implement prayer, worship and spiritual nurture of delegation); Episcopal Nominations (develop process for
nomination and selection of potential episcopal candidates); Jurisdictional Nominations (identify nominees and develop pool for
election to General and Jurisdictional Committees), and Hospitality Committee (plan meals and hospitality for the delegation during
meetings and Conferences).
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Financial Focus: Online Payments
by Erica Rushing, Conference Council on Finance and Administration
Online Payments have revolutionized the way that people and
organizations exchange money, by making the transaction of
money faster, easier, and often safer than ever before. With a few
keyed-in digits and the press of a button, your bills are paid! Done
regularly, this option is cost-effective and efficient for its users,
and this is true within the church as well! Did you know that local
churches and individuals can use our WPAUMC Online Payments
webpage to submit payments electronically instead of mailing
checks to the Conference Center?
If you visit www.wpaumc.org/OnlinePayments, you will find that
your payment options are broken down into several categories.
The first options you encounter will be for time-sensitive or
specialized giving opportunities occurring within our Conference. These items are updated as the church’s program year evolves.
Below these special opportunities, you will find your options to make Pension and Healthcare Payments or to pay other Local Church
Remittances. Other remittances include payments for Connectional Apportionments, Special Sunday Offerings, Conference and
General Advancements, Workers Compensation, and other payments such as special event registration fees or the cost of upcoming
trips with the Conference. If you are new to the WPAUMC Online Payments webpage, the information that you will need to provide
to create your profile and set up payments (either “One Time” or “Recurring”) is clearly listed on the page that is specific to the
payment you are making.
If you are new to finance within your church, new to making Online Payments, or are unfamiliar with the church remittance process,
we can help. If you call 724-776-2300, Conference Assistant Treasurer, Jason Dix (x240), or Kristin Poerschke (x261) who oversees
Receivables at the Conference Center, both are available to guide you through the process. You can also find links to their individual

Bailey to Lead Susquehanna, WPA Foundations
The United Methodist Foundation of Western PA (UMFWPA)
and the United Methodist
Stewardship Foundation (UMSF),
which serves the adjacent
Susquehanna Conference,
announced Aug. 30 that the Rev.
Ed Bailey, executive director of
the UMFWPA, will also serve as
interim Executive Director for
the UM Stewardship Foundation.
The Rev. Phyllis Bowers, who
served as UMSF executive director since 2005, retired in July.
The two foundations have been exploring how they might work
together since August 2018 and reported at annual conferences
in both areas this year that they "have agreed to explore ways in
which they might leverage their relationship in order to benefit
and improve the foundation-related services for the stakeholders of both Annual Conferences.”
Each foundation brings to the table decades of history serving
the churches and people of the United Methodist Church. Both
offer churches and affiliated organizations larger scale professional investment management than they could receive independently. Both also provide educational programs and assis-

tance in stewardship, financial leadership, and planned giving.
Rev. Bailey said he hopes to bring together the strengths of both
Foundations to better serve Pennsylvania stakeholders. As he
put it, referencing Ecclesiastes 4:9, "Two are better than one;
because they have a good reward for their labor."
Bailey was appointed to the UMFWPA in 2013 after serving
as a pastor in the Western PA Conference for more than two
decades. He led the organization through adoption of a new
strategic plan, numerous operational upgrades, and significant
growth in assets under management. Through it all he provided spiritual direction and a focus on what the Foundation is all
about – mission and ministry.
Ed is passionate about providing support for the local church
and connecting with people in their own communities. He plans
to bring this same leadership and passion to his work with the
churches and people of the Susquehanna Conference as the two
Foundations embark on a new journey together.
Rev. Bailey will report directly to the Board of Directors of the
UMFWPA and also provide periodic status reports to the UMSF
Board.
“We look to the future with expectation of the great things God
will put on our joined path,” said Tom Heisey, chair of the UMFWPA board.
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News Briefs
Mission Revival: The Mission Revival planned for October is
postponed until spring due to scheduling conflicts.
Seminary to Honor Bashore: Dr. Kent Millard, the President of
United Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, will hold a special
worship service at Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church on
Friday, Sept. 20 at 10 a.m. to confer an honorary Doctor of Divinity
degree upon Bishop George Bashore. All are invited to attend the
service. Bishop Bashore had served on the board at United.
A Discussion on Suicide Among Military Veterans: Mt. Lebanon
UMC is hosting a discussion on suicide among military veterans on
September 22 at 7:00 p.m. Colonel Thomas J. Stokes, a decorated
war veteran, licensed clinical social worker and registered nurse,
will be leading the discussion. For more information, visit www.
mlumc.org/.
Awakening Conference: Crossroads Church is hosting the
Awakening Conference October 13-15 with Tuesday, October 15th
as a special day for pastors from 10am - 2:30pm to refuel, reignite,
refresh, and re-envision God’s heart for you and your Kingdom
Impact! Register at https://xr.church/conference/pastors/

Mission Journey to Guatemala: The WPAUMC Encounter with
Christ in Latin America and the Caribbean is still recruiting
volunteers to “spread the love” and grow their faith during a
Volunteers in Mission (VIM) trip to Guatemala scheduled for
October 31 – November 9, 2019. The team will work with the
indigenous Mayan people who live in the Guatemalan Highlands.
Journey to South Korea: The UM Foundation of WPA is organizing
a journey to South Korea in September, 2020. This trip is for
pastors and laity who want to experience Korean culture with an
emphasis on spiritual renewal and to learn about the history of the
Methodist Church in Korea.
Unwrap Christmas in Your Community: When it comes to what
matters most at Christmas, people say that it’s spending time
with family and friends. United Methodist Communications’
2019 Unwrap Christmas event campaign is designed to help local
churches offer meaningful places for people to connect with
one another throughout the Advent season. United Methodist
Communications is supporting these outreach efforts by offering
event grants and other resources to local United Methodist
churches.

UMC Resource Calenders

Discipleship Ministries has released two 2020 worship
planning resources.
• The two-page listing of Revised Common Lectionary
(RCL) readings and liturgical colors. This resource includes Sundays and Special Days, along with space for
your own notes.
• The 2020 Worship and Music Planning Calendar is
also available. This resource is the full music and worship planning calendar for each Sunday in 2020.
Find these and other resources at
umcdiscipleship.org.
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Our General Conference of the UMC requires
Safe Sanctuary training for ALL church staff,
ministry leaders, and volunteers to protect
children, youth, vulnerable adults, and those
who work with them.

Registration is required!
Saegertown UMC will host a session on
Saturday, October 12
9:00 am—12:00 pm
in the Community Room
To register,
call the church office at 814-763-6685
or email: saegertownumc@gmail.com
Please register by the end of the day, Wednesday, October 9th.

A Season of Celebrating
On Sunday, October 20 at 4 pm, the 10-year anniversary of the
2009 Full Communion Agreement between the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America and the United Methodist Church
will be celebrated at St. John's Lutheran Church of Highland.
Bishop Kurt Kusserow of the Southwestern PA Synod of the
ELCA will preach at the service to kick off "A Season of
Celebrating". Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi will preside. The
service will include celebration of Holy Communion, recognition
of shared ministries, special guest musicians. Refreshments and
time for conversation will follow the service. All clergy and laity
are invited to attend. RSVPs are appreciated, but not required,
and can be sent to ELCAUMC@gmail.com.
The Southwestern PA Synod of the ELCA overlaps with the
Butler, Connellsville, Greensburg, Indiana, Pittsburgh, and
Washington Districts. However. churches from across the
Western PA Annual Conference are invited to participate.
During A Season of Celebrating, United Methodist and ELCA
churches throughout Southwestern PA are invited to reach out to
their nearest UMC or ELCA congregation to plan their own joint
worship service, bible study, fellowship meal, or mission project. The planning team would love to know about local celebrations;
Email them at ELCAUMC@gmail.com or complet their survey at bit.ly/ELCAUMC. Survey responses will be used to assist our
Bishops and judicatory staff in identifying future opportunities for shared mission, shared ministry, and communities that may
benefit from exchange of ordained clergy.

OLMSTED RETREATS
Fall Women’s Retreat – Sept. 29 – Oct. 1, 2019
As women, we often wear many hats and
over-schedule and overdo - but we are called to
so much more! Leader Michele Huey will walk us
through a meaningful time of focus on the boundaries and balance of life with Christ.
The Secrets of Fly Fishing Success – October 4-6,
2019
Olmsted and WPAUMC are partnering with Perkins School
of Youth Ministry to offer an intensive training weekend for
youth leaders. During the three-day retreat, youth leaders
will participate in 15 credit hours of hands-on learning led
by youth ministry experts. After completing the course,
participants will receive a certificate in Foundations of Youth
Ministry from Perkins School of Theology. All youth ministry
leaders and volunteers are welcome to challenge themselves
to greater ministry. This event will be held November 15- 17,
2019 at Olmsted Manor. The cost is $100, which includes
Perkins tuition, materials, 2-night stay, and all meals. Register
at olmstedmanor.org/events.

Rest & Renewal Retreat – November 10-12, 2019
Is there anything quite as spiritual as wading in
the river? This retreat is designed for aspiring fly
fishers, as well as veteran fly-fishers that have
never taken a formal course.

Register for these and other events at
olmstedmanor.org
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STAY CONNECTED
wpaumc.org
facebook.com/wpaumc
wpaumc.org/enews

CONTACT US

1204 Freedom Road
P.O. Box 5002
Cranberry Twp, PA 16066
724-776-2300
800-886-3382 (Toll Free)
InFocus is a publication of the
Western Pennsylvania Conference
of the United Methodist Church
Communications Department.

Registration opens September 23. For more information
and to register, visit wpaumc.org/spark.

