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Mailman Makes a Difference for UMCOR
By Jackie Campbell

Earl and Betty Alt were pillars of Christ United Methodist Church in Franklin, giving their all and making a difference in the
church’s ministry and in the lives of others for many years.

•wpaumc.org•facebook.com/wpaumc •twitter.com/wpaumc •instagram.com/wpaumc

Besides being actively involved locally, they frequently supported global ministries that addressed issues of hunger and
poverty, as well as those aiding survivors of disaster. That support continues nearly two years after Earl’s death at age 96 on
Oct. 8, 2014 . A few months ago, six United Methodist Committee on Relief Advance projects addressing world hunger and
health is-sues received $525,000 from the retired postal worker’s estate.
“If anyone ever got the mission of the church, it was Earl Alt,” said the Rev. David Janz, pastor of
the church.

Spiritual Gifts

News and Notes

Did you know that our denomination offers a free online
Spiritual Gifts Assessment? You and your church members
can use it to identify your gifts. You can find it at UMC.org/
spiritualgifts.

Disability Awareness Sunday is Feb. 21

Whether your church observes Disability Awareness Sunday
on Feb. 21 or another that you choose, get ideas in the resource packet and a bulletin insert at wpaumc.org/disabilityconcerns.

Diversity Development

A new section of the Western PA Conference website offers resources, information and events to help groups and
congregations develop a culture where people of all races are
welcomed and encouraged to move forward on the path of
discipleship. Go to wpaumc.org/diversity.

Crucifixion and Resurrection of Ministry

Seminary professor and author Dr. Andrew Purves has some
advice for clergy trying to do it all: Move aside. Let go of the
idea that it’s YOUR ministry. Let Jesus take control and share
in God’s ministry. He’ll lead a clergy continuing education
event on Saturday, March 5 at Dutilh UMC entitled The Crucifixion and Resurrection of Ministry. Learn more about it at
wpaumc.org.

Annual Conference

Anyone interested in serving as a leader for legislative sections
at the Annual Conference -- or simply developing their own
leadership skills--is invited to register for training offered at
the UM Center in Cranberry Township on March 12 and May
14. Get details at wpaumc.org/news.
Watch the website for other information on AC2016, scheduled for June 9-12.

“Earl and Betty were a team and they were very active in many areas -- Earl was trustee president many times, a member of the church council and the SPRC committee, Sunday School
Superintendent and church treasurer. Betty served as church treasurer and was on the finance
committee for many years,” Janz said.
“They were deeply committed to addressing hunger issues and were the first responders to
UMCOR in natural disasters. He really liked the idea that every dollar went to the work of the
Advance.”
The Alts had been married 71 years before Betty died on Feb. 25, 2012. The couple never had
children, yet in their leadership positions they helped to launch programs that support children
and youth -- providing financial support to children who want to go to summer camp; scholarships for college students and
sending “care packages” for college students and military personnel.
Both were always dressed to the hilt. On the last Sunday he was in worship shortly before
his death, Earl was, as always wearing a tie, Janz said. “He was a grand old gentleman--a
remarkable man,” the pastor said.
“About nine years ago, their Sunday School class was the smallest and the oldest in the
church, but when we received a need request from a missionary we support in Ghana, Earl
was the first one to respond and ask the class to donate. He always wanted the class to make
a difference. That was Earl.”
Janz said Earl Alt’s will stipulated that, of his estate, $10,000 was to be given to the church
for scholarships and the remainder was to be distributed through the church to UMCOR
world hunger and medical assistance programs. “I presented options to the trustees and
they chose six advance projects for the initial $525,000. The residual is still to come, so there
will be more for UMCOR.”
continued on page 3

The Journey Continues...
from page 2

Now is the time and we are the people. Let’s show the
world that in spite of our differences we witness to our
unity in the One who was, who is, and who is to come,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
May it be so!
The Journey Continues, . . .

I have been journeying through what has become one of the most enlivening and humbling parts of my ministry. There isn’t a
day that goes by where I don’t thank God for the awesome privilege of serving my Lord and God’s church in the role of bishop.
I tell many people that I have never felt so in tune with my calling in all of my life. To be honest, I absolutely love what I do!
But in the midst of all that I love and cherish about the fulfillment of my call, I struggle to understand why good followers of
Christ can’t find a way to get along. It is so easy to digress into focusing on the things that separate us and allowing those differences to rule our feelings about one another and affect the way we treat each other. At times we value a point of view more
than we cherish a relationship. Sometimes we worship a comfortable tradition more than the God who proclaims in the Book
of Revelation, “See, I make all things new.”
In the midst of all that tempts us to be less than what Christ calls us to be, I just have to ask, “What ARE we fighting for?” We
have the greatest message the world has ever known at our fingertips. We have the most amazing opportunity to impact the
world for good. We have an enviable array of resources at our disposal to win souls for Christ, eliminate killer diseases, stamp
out poverty, and bring hope to a world filled with despair. What ARE we fighting for?
But it goes deeper than that. If you’ve watched the news lately, you realize there is a growing number of people who are filled
with fear. Everyone from politicians to preachers are proclaiming words that breed anxiety and unease.
Even within the church there is a growing sense of disunity and fear. We are holding on to traditions, buildings, and past practices. With all that is coming our way, sometimes it gets confusing and we so easily get lost in a sea of uncertainty.
And in the midst of all that tempts us to be less than what Christ calls us to be, I just have to ask, “What are we fighting FOR?”
What are the things that matter the most in our life and ministry? What are the principles and
practices that we should cherish and hold onto in the midst of these turbulent waters? What is
it that lies at the root of who we are and what we are called to be? What are we fighting FOR?
Ten months ago I was surprised by an e-mail from our United Methodist Publishing House
asking me to write a book about the things I have described above. The end result is: What Are
We Fighting For? Coming Together Around What Matters Most.

Bishop Bickerton’s first book, What Are We Fighting For:
Coming Together Around What Matters, will be released in
mid-April. It is available for pre-order on Amazon.com and
at Cokesbury.com. A Leader’s Guide, Devotional Book, and
video series are also available. The Bishop and his wife Sally
Bickerton are shown standing beside the cover art for the
book at UMC offices in Nashville, Tennessee.

Making a Difference through UMCOR
continued from page 1

Janz said Earl always wanted to talk about where the church
was headed and what it was doing. “What really got him
animated was talking about the ministry of the church where
we were on the front lines doing the work that was important
to him,” he said.
The pastor said that Earl’s military service may have sparked
his interest in global ministries.
He enlisted in the Army Air Corps at age 25. He had been
married two years, but Janz said he felt he needed to do his
duty for his country. In 1944, he earned his pilot’s wings and
served as a primary pilot with Hurricane and Weather Reconnaissance in Florida, then served with the 374th Troop Carrier group in the Philippines. He remained a member of Air
Force reserves for more than 20 years, retiring with the rank
of Major.
As a letter carrier for 31 years, and as a church member he
was well known in the community. “He was loved by everyone around here,” said Janz. “He was still living in his home
and was of sound mind” until a fall sent him to the hospital
shortly before he died.

It is the first time I have written a book, but not the first time I have wondered about what
it will take for us to move beyond ineffectiveness, mediocrity and decline into a posture of
relevancy, vibrancy and growth. The result of my wondering is a deepened belief that while we
find ourselves at the crossroads, we are also the ones who have been set apart for this very time.
The challenges we face are not obstacles. They are opportunities. We are not left alone and
orphaned. God is with us and will equip us for the journey that lies ahead.
The key is resisting the temptation to fight and feud and, in turn, trust that the Spirit will guide
us as we proclaim a message of hope and joy to a world desperate for meaning. With all that
we have facing us, what are we fighting for? It’s time to center around what matters most and get after transforming the world.
Let’s fight for the things that matter the most. It’s the calling that has been placed on our hearts and the opportunity that has
been laid before us.
continued on page 3

Janz said as a pastor, he often talked about the Advance as a
ministry where you can give in a charitable way and you know
that every cent is going to go to the need. “This guy was paying attention. He got it,” Janz said. In discussions, he added,
“We never made it to the money issue because he was more
excited about the difference that was being made.”
A church member for 81 years, Earl Alt found a way to continue to make a difference -- to get resources to where they are

needed, his pastor said. Among the Advances receiving gifts
in late 2015 were:

Pastoral Support Fund #3021123 		

$62,500

Health Systems Strengthening #982168

$100,000

Global Health Projects #3021770		

$200,000

Africa U. Farm Development #3021027

$62,500

Supporting pastors serving in rural areas and helping rural
congregations obtain pastoral services.
Annual Goal: $41,152.00
(Formerly Hospital Revitalization) Strengthening the
healthcare networks and facilities of UMC hospitals and
clinics around the globe.
Annual Goal: $200,000

Supporting wholistic, community-based health programs in
the US and around the world.
Annual Goal: $750,000

Developing Africa University’s farm to improve instruction for agriculture students and area farmers.
Annual Goal: $30,000

Sustainable Agriculture Development #982188 $100,000
Developing community based small-scale agriculture to promote food production and food security.
Annual Goal: $350,000

Learn more at umcmission.org/Give-to-Mission

