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New Church Leadership Institute Jim Griffith, 
one of the UMC’s top experts in personal discernment and 
leadership, will conduct a training Nov. 4-5 at Crossroads 
UMC’s Oakdale campus for those involved in or exploring 
the possibility of starting a new church.  Although the 
two-day training is designed for church planters and their 
spouses, laity are invited to attend the Wednesday evening 
session free of charge. The cost for the two-day event 
for pastors or church planters is $299, which includes an 
electronic manual and snacks. Spouses attend for free.  Learn 
more at umnewchurch.org.

Mission Support Grants The Conference Mission 
Support Committee is accepting applications for 2016 Mission 
Support grants until October 1. Grants may be awarded 
to mission personnel and programs operated by agencies, 
districts, local churches, and ecumenical groups. Preference 
is given to new programs. For details, visit wpaumc.org/
LocalChurchMissions. 

Do You Use UMCMarket? The General Council on 
Finance and Administration relaunched the online shopping 
portal on Monday, July 13, using more advanced technology 
and faster delivery of donations. Each church or ministry will 
start with a new account. Donations generated prior to July 
13, 2015 on the previous platform will be paid out before 
the end of 2015. Existing users will sign up to establish an 
account with the new provider and designate the ministry 
they choose to support. Visit UMCMarket.org.

Autism Inclusion Seminars Author and consultant 
Barbara J. Newman will provide Autism Inclusion Seminars 
for churches ministering to families living with autism.  
Free seminars are scheduled at Christ UMC in Franklin on 
Thursday, Oct 1 and at Trinity UMC in McMurray on Friday, 
Oct. 2.  An Autism Inclusion Training will be offered at Trinity 
UMC on Saturday, Oct. 3 for those who want to serve as 
consultants or churches who want to take the next steps to 
develop plans for ministries of inclusion. The cost is $30. 
Learn more at autisminitiative.com/events.

See, Know, Love! You may see the church changing 
before your eyes at See, Know, Love, the Northeast 
Jurisdiction’s Transformational Leadership Training event  
Oct. 2-4 in Hershey, PA.  Get details at nejleadership.org.

WorshipFest Scheduled for Saturday, October 17 at First 
UMC in Greensburg, this 
daylong event will offer spirit-
filled worship and workshops 
led by the Revs. John 
Zimmerman, Roy Gearhart as 
John Wesley, Lisa Grant, Drew 
Bell, Kevin Haley and Stephen 
Morse.  For a brochure or to 
register, visit 
wpaumc.org/events.

  by Chris Kindle, Director of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation
   The past year has resulted in numerous changes in child welfare laws in Pennsylvania.  Most grew out of a task force on 
child protection created by the General Assembly “to conduct a comprehensive review of the laws and procedures related 
to the reporting of child abuse and the protection of the health and safety of children.”  The purpose was to “restore public 
confidence in the ability of the Commonwealth to protect the victims of child abuse”. 
   Formation of the task force followed charges that were filed after a two-year grand jury investigation against former Penn 
State assistant football coach Jerry Sandusky on 52 counts of child sexual abuse over a 15-year period. Sandusky, who was 
convicted in June 2012 and is serving time in jail, met his victims through a non-profit organization he formed to work with 
disadvantaged youth. 
   As a result of the task force’s work, and numerous changes in the law, all 
organizations that interact with children and youth – including churches -- have found 
themselves dealing with new laws and new expectations.  
   In response, Conference staff members have led 28 Safe Sanctuaries trainings over 
the last six months for about 2,000 clergy and laity. Training has been offered in every 
district, in churches of every size. If you were unable to make one of the trainings, you 
may be wondering about the changes in the law and how they affect churches and 
their Safe Sanctuaries policies.
   The good news is that if your church has been following the 
best practices of Safe Sanctuaries you are already following most 
of the law in effect now. 
   Our denomination has been in the forefront of protecting 
children, youth and vulnerable adults since the 1996 General 
Conference when it was decided that every local church shall 
have a Safe Sanctuaries policy. However, if you are behind on 
Safe Sanctuaries or do not have a written policy, then you are 
placing your children, youth, vulnerable adults, volunteers and 
your church at risk. 
   Here’s a summary of Safe Sanctuaries’ Best Practices

1. Two adults who are not related or co-habitating in every 
classroom. Both adults should have Act 33 and 34 
clearances, and, if needed, an FBI record check (10-year 
residency). Clearances are now free to volunteers and are 
good for five years. 

2. Windows in classroom, office and supply room doors.
3. No person in authority under the age of 18. 
4. Sign-in and sign-out procedures for children, youth and 

vulnerable adults. 
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  In an article entitled, “Penning a Marriage,” Becky Zerbe tells the story of her husband, Roger, who suffered from the early 
onset of Alzheimer’s disease.  After a particularly troubling week of forgetfulness, Roger wrote this letter to his wife:

Honey,

Today fear is taking over.  The day is coming when all of my memories of this life we share will be gone.  You and the 
boys will be gone from me.  I will lose you even as I am surrounded by you and your love.  I don’t want to leave you.  I 
want to grow old in the warmth of memories.  Forgive me for leaving so slowly and painfully.

   Blinking back the tears, Becky wrote this letter in reply:

My sweet husband,

I will continue to go on loving you and caring for you – not because you know me or remember our life, but because I 
remember you.  I will remember the man who proposed to me and told me he loved me, the look on his face when his 
children were born, the father he was, the way he loved our extended family.  I’ll recall his love for riding, hiking, and 
reading; his tears at sentimental movies; the unexpected witty remarks; and how he held my hand while he prayed.  I 
cherish the pleasure, obligation, commitment, and opportunity to care for you because I remember you.

   So much of our lives is centered on what we are able to get from or gain in life.  Many come to church, for example, to 
charge their own batteries and when the charging isn’t frequent enough they say, “I’m just not getting what I need.”  
   But in some places among some people there is a deep and genuine spirit of caring that exists for and with others.  That 
spirit, like the wife’s response to her husband’s letter, is fed by three 
simple words: awareness, sensitivity, and remembrance.
   To be aware of your surroundings is to know what is going on 
around you.  You may be “just fine,” but awareness reveals the 
possibilities that things may not be “just fine” around you. I saw a 
sign in the airport the other day showing the signals of persons who 
were being shipped from place to place through sex trafficking. The 
billboard was pleading for awareness.  Sometimes a young child 
will throw a fit of temper and exhibit unruly behavior because of 
something else that is happening in their lives they cannot process or 
control.  Sometimes those same feelings happen in adults. To pick up 
the signals is to be aware.
   To be sensitive is to anticipate the feelings of others so much that 
you guard your words and actions just enough to avoid doing harm to 
someone else.  Sensitivity is a quiet act of love that enables us to communicate that we truly understand someone’s situation 
without ever having to verbalize that we do. I remember an old story of a man who traveled to a city immediately upon 
learning that his friend’s wife had died.  The man checked into a hotel and then called his friend.  “I know you are grieving 
and that you don’t want anyone around right now. I just want you to know that I’m in town and am able to be with you on a 
moment’s notice.  When you are ready, I am here.” That deep sensitivity caused the man to not push himself on his friend but 
make himself readily available to him when needed. He was sensitive.
   To remember is to acknowledge significant marker points in our lives and never let them go. I often encourage my pastors 
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5. Six-month hospitality guideline. People must be active 

participants in the life of the church for at least 6 months before 
volunteering with children, youth or vulnerable adults. 

6. Reference and background checks on volunteers and staff. Paid 
staff, by PA law, shall have Act 33, 34 and the FBI record check. 
Act 33 and 34 are now $8. Clearances are good for five years. 

7. Understand who needs to report suspected abuse and why 
(mandated reporting). Clergy are mandated reporters. Lay 
persons (paid or unpaid) are considered to be mandated 
reporters based on their individual role as an integral part of 
a regularly scheduled program, activity or service, as a person 
responsible for the child’s welfare or a person who has direct 
contact with children.

Get details at wpaumc.org/SafeSanctuaries.  Contact Chris Kindle at   
724-776-2300 x233 or chris.kindle@wpaumc.org if you have questions.

The Journey Continues...

to keep the day of their call to ministry fresh in their lives so that it doesn’t grow stale or cold.  I call them to remember.      
   When I was a pastor I used to write down the dates when I performed weddings and funerals for persons in my church. On 
the one-year anniversary of those dates, I would send them a card and tell the persons involved that I remembered either the 
joy of that day or the sorrow of those moments in their journey. Even today I spend a significant amount of time sending out 
birthday and anniversary cards. I can’t tell you how many times I have gotten a simple note in return that said, “Thank you for 
remembering me.” To remember is to establish a bond that allows people the opportunity to know that they are important 
and that they matter.  To remember is to link yourself to someone else with a tie that binds.
   This month, won’t you join me in performing intentional acts of awareness, sensitivity, and remembrance?  In the process, 
may the words of this loving wife be ours:  “I cherish the pleasure, obligation, commitment, and opportunity to care for you 
because I remember you.”

The Journey Continues, . . . 
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    Rev. Susan Moudry began serving as director of 
clergy excellence for the Western PA Conference 
on July 1.  Her work is focused on fostering a 
culture of growth and learning, aimed at providing 
transformative leadership processes that develop, train 
and support clergy in all stages of ministry.
   One of the first things Moudry did was create a 
single place online where clergy and those exploring 
a call to ministry can find resources.  At wpaumc.
org/clergyexcellence, there is information about 
scholarships, upcoming events, and other things 
relevant to the ministry experience.  It will be updated 
frequently. 
   Contact Moudry at susan.moudry@wpaumc.org.

   How to Make the Ask, a seminar designed to provide 
tips and tools for anyone who speaks to donors 
about giving, will be offered by the UM Foundation 
of Western PA  from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 
September 23, 2015 at the RLA Learning and 
Conference Center in Cranberry Township. Keynote 
speaker Rev. Larry Homitsky, president of UM Church 
Union and senior pastor of the Pittsburgh Parish 
churches,  will be joined by the Revs. Beth Nelson, 
chairperson of the UM Church Union Board, and Ed 
Bailey of the UM Foundation to  lead a discussion 
of the practical skills that will help you build Christ’s 
church where you serve.  
   Get details and register at umfoundation.org.

Seeking Financial Support?Resources 
for Clergy Excellence


