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Celebrating the Chabadza Covenant
By Sandra Matoushaya, Zimbabwe Coordinator

Then Samuel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen.
He named it Ebenezer, saying, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.”
-- 1 Samuel 7:12
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Staff/Cabinet Set Action Steps: After nine months of
discussion, Conference leaders and staff have developed
a “short-term strategic plan” with specific goals and action
steps designed to strengthen ministry in Western PA. Two
staff members will be added to work on key goals, but a
budget increase will not be required. Appointed to the staff
effective July 1 will be:
• Rev. Dianne D. Glave, associate pastor of Ingomar
UMC, who will work on goals related to diversity,
cross-racial appointments and racial and ethnic
local church concerns; and
• Rev. Susan Moudry, an ordained elder completing
PhD work at Baylor University, who will focus
on goals related to clergy excellence, including
continuing education and peer learning efforts.
Read more at wpaumc.org/news.

Annual Conference Updates
Reaching Higher: Focusing on Lay & Clergy Leadership
Development is the theme for the 2015 Annual Conference
held on June 11-14 at Grove City College.
Bishop Jonathan Holston from South Carolina will be the
principle preacher for the week. Dr. Kevin Watson from
Candler School of Theology will teach about the renewal of
the Wesleyan class meetings, and Dr. Scott Johnson from
New York will address the role of lay leadership in today’s
church.

UMCOR Kits: Eastbrook Mission Barn volunteers will
collect UMCOR kits at AC2015. School kits and health kits
are especially needed.
Old Shoes: All God’s Children Ministries and the Erie UM
Alliance are collecting used shoes to raise funds, keep the
shoes out of landfills and
support micro-enterprise
in developing countries.
Last year, the shoe drive
raised $17,418.40. Pairs
of shoes should be put
together with rubber
bands and packed in
clear plastic bags. District
superintendents have the bags, which each hold 25 pairs.
Stop Hunger Now: With the cost of ingredients for one
meal at 29 cents, we plan to make and pack 30,000 meals
during conference. With your help we can do more! Last
year, 45,000 meals were completed by Friday. Help us reach
our goal of 50,000 by sending a donation to WPAUMC with
a note for Stop Hunger Now. Just $20 per church will get us
to that goal.
Lay Academy Classes: Lay Academy classes (for laity
and clergy) are offered just before the opening of annual
conference --at 8 p.m., Wednesday, June 10 and at 9:30
a.m., Thursday, June 11. See the list of classes and register
at wpaumc.org/2015LayAcademy.

developing leaders for a global Church.
Rev. Kelley Schanely, pastor of Mt. Zion UMC in DuBois,
participated in the Immersion program in 2014. “Within the
church there is a strong sense of community,” she noted. “I was
told that there is a saying that without ‘we’ there is no ‘me’. I
was struck by how pastors care for their flock, as well as how
the laity care for their pastors and their district superintendents.
Their sense of connectedness leads them to have the greatest of
respect for each other, to care for one another and to celebrate
with one another. I learned that as the church we all face
challenges. And yet, I have never been so hopeful for the church.”
“What I learned through conversations and sharing at the
various local churches I visited is the deep trust and gratitude
the people, both clergy and laity, place in God,” she said. “The
churches are filled with those who are not afraid to dream Godsized dreams. They do not need to know how the resources

This year we celebrate five years of the Chabadza Covenant
between the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area (ZEA) and The Western
Pennsylvania Conference (WPAUMC). Chabadza is a community
spirit of helping another who is already at work, and the five-year
milestone is an “Ebenezer” for the Zimbabwe Partnership, which
has taken off and flourished both in Western PA and Zimbabwe.
Last year several Western Pennsylvanians were in Harare when
the ZEA celebrated 117 years of United Methodist Church ministry
in Zimbabwe by hosting an Ebenezer Revival. The WPAUMC
contingent included 15 youth and leaders on a Conference mission
experience, six clergy and laypersons who were part of the
Zimbabwe Immersion Project (ZIM), and other conference
leaders.
These youth and adults, as well as others who have gone
to Zimbabwe as part of the Partnership, have had lifechanging experiences.
Since her return last year, Sydney Widdersheim of Christ
Community UMC in Butler featured Zimbabwe as part of
her senior project. She raised $1243 to pay schools fees
for some of the orphans she had met. Not only is Sydney
able to impact education in Zimbabwe, she increased
awareness of economic and social issues in Africa and
what the church at large is doing to help address them.
Trent Somes III from Community UMC in Harrison City
has collaborated with various WPAUMC churches to raise
money for first aid and soccer kits he donated to the ZEA
as part of his Eagle Scout project. The Partnership wants to
continue to inspire our youth to lead and collaborate with
Sandra Matoushaya stands with orphans from the Gwese UMC Orphanage. The
our churches by providing opportunities and supporting
orphanage is a Butler District-Mutare District partner project.
them through their Christian journey. It is an important
way that we in Western PA are planting seeds and
continued on page 3

The Journey
Continues...
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I heard someone the other day say that you can’t train someone to be different. Instead, the presenter said, you have to change
the climate and culture around that person so they can experience the difference and thus deepen their desire to be a part of that
new climate. I had to think about that teaching, but the more I thought about it, the more it made sense to me.
For several years now in our Conference, we have shared a partnership with our sisters and brothers in Zimbabwe. This
partnership, based on the African word Chabadza, is a relationship that willingly and openly embraces the God-given gifts of
Western Pennsylvanians and the God-given gifts of the people of Zimbabwe. As Bishop Eben Nhiwatiwa says, Chabadza is not
approaching someone in a field by saying “May I plow your field for you?” Rather, Chabadza is approaching someone in a field and
saying, “May I help you plow your field?”
The temptation in any conference-to-conference partnership is either to downplay it by saying, “We have to think of our own
first,” or to exaggerate our own self worth by saying, “We have to go over there and teach those people what we know.” A true
partnership, based on the spirit of Chabadza, isn’t something that you teach. For it to be truly effective, it is something that you
have to experience. It’s changing the culture within ourselves by experiencing the culture around us in new ways.
Today I celebrate the discovery of a “culture” within the “culture” that has emerged as a result of our partnership in Zimbabwe.
We have sent work teams to Zimbabwe along with immersion groups, teachers for their laity school, and youth on an emerging
annual trip fondly called “Zim Camp.” Each of our 10 districts has embraced a project in Zimbabwe and actively works to raise
money and awareness about the need.
Zimbabweans have traveled here and immersed themselves in our culture as well. The bishop has preached here and his district
superintendents have itinerated throughout Western Pennsylvania. I have preached there and my superintendents have itinerated
throughout Zimbabwe. We have experienced one another’s culture and seen one another’s needs. We have experienced one
another’s people and seen the presence of Christ in our midst when we did.
We didn’t teach each other about our cultures –we lived it! And, as a result, we pray for each other and work together in
seamless, emerging relationships that bless us every time we invoke our friends’ names and see their faces. We have created a
culture of hope and expectancy and necessity within a partnership that has brought different people with different needs from
different places into the oneness of God’s love. That’s nothing less than beautiful!
What are the cultures that need to be changed within your church, your community or even your own life? Is your church
consumed with fear and anxiety over the future? Is your community consumed with growing crime and a drug culture that
everyone knows about, but few are willing to talk about? Are you filled with anger or rage, racism or sexism, or just plain confused
and afraid?
Some of these cultures have developed within us as a result of what is around us. But there is another culture present that can
change the biases and cynicisms we have developed. The by-products of this culture are an unspeakable joy and a peace that
endures in the midst of hardship and confusion. It is a culture that offers a sense of hope to a weary soul and, when experienced,
transforms us into people who sometimes may feel lonely, but never alone.
Partnerships like ours with Zimbabwe bless us and our friends abroad
when we experience the presence of Christ in one another. That
presence, filled with anticipated blessings and joyful memories, changes
our perceptions and our actions into the likeness of Christ.
Partnerships with Christ do the very same thing within us as well. The
change that Christ has brought to people like you and me cannot be
underestimated, nor credited to some human educational endeavor. It
is a change that must be experienced, and when it is, there is a culture
that develops within the culture. It is a culture of hope, joy, grace and
love. It is Christ at work in us.
I celebrate our partnership with Zimbabwe. More than that, I
celebrate our partnership with Jesus – the one who converts our biases
and creates within us a culture of hope and love within the culture of the
world in which we live.
The Journey Continues, . . .
The Revs. Corben Russell, Karen Burns and others pray inside the Kajokto
Church which is a project of the Greensburg-Harare West districts.

District-to-District Projects

Franklin--Makoni-Buhera Districts
Teachers’ House, Clare Secondary School

Indiana--Marange
Districts
Ringai Church

Washington--Mutasa Nyanga Districts
Old Mutare Mission Chapel; Mazimauya Church

Connellsville--Harare Central Districts
Nyamacheni Mission School-Gokwe--Teacher’s house

Johnstown--Harare East Districts
District Ministry Program; Orphan and Vulnerable Children-Albinism
Kane--Masvingo Districts
Runyararo West Circuit Sanctuary
Pittsburgh--Mutoko Mudzi Districts
Revitalization of clinics; Revitalization of Nyadire Mission farm
Erie-Meadville--Bulawayo Midlands Districts
Red Cliff Sanctuary
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are going to come together or when their dreams will come
to fruition. Rather, they place their unwavering faith in our
great God and trust that God is leading them into God’s future
for them, even if they cannot see how those pieces are going
to come together. On the surface a church building may be
just a shell without a roof, but, in their hearts and minds, the
congregation dreams of and envisions a completed building with
many active and vital ministries.”
Through the Partnership, United Methodists in the two areas
are getting to know each other. In 2013, Western PA hosted a
reverse immersion where participants from the ZEA attended
the Annual Conference, then stayed with superintendents and
other leaders. Bulawayo-Midlands District DS Farie Nyabote
was in the Erie-Meadville District.
“I was humbled with the love and warm welcome of the host
families. I felt at home and each time I was supposed to leave,
it was like leaving my family,” she said. Through the efforts of
her host, DS Joe Patterson, she said she met people at church
meetings who “were eager to talk and listen to me. Joe went an
extra mile to drive me around. All I can say is Americans are nice,
social, accommodating and cheerful people, and I enjoyed being
among them!”
Pastor Karen Burns of Whitaker UMC said each day after
returning from her Zimbabwe Immersion last year, she asked
herself, “WHO AM I for God to have sent me to Zimbabwe--A
place where I have experienced passion, humbleness, grace, and
love from Jesus Christ like I never felt before? Experiencing love
where people accept others for who they are, in spite of culture,
diversity, age or gender, asking nothing in return.”
District to district relationships formed within the Partnership
have shown that together we are stronger and we can achieve
more. Through fund-raising efforts, we have been able to help
Zimbabweans build church buildings and houses for teachers,
rehabilitate rural health clinics and provide school tuition and
supplies for youth. Collectively we have raised over $400,000
towards projects in Zimbabwe. Projects are listed at left and in
other photos.
Let us continue to pray for the Church in Western PA
and Zimbabwe. By learning from our brothers and sisters in
Zimbabwe, we can challenge ourselves to have greater respect
for one another! Let us be grateful for where the Lord has
brought us this far and be hopeful about where he is leading the
Church. Let us begin to look past ourselves and see where we are
able to help and impact others in a positive way. Let us begin to
transform lives by being an example of Christ’s love.
Learn more about the Zimbabwe Partnership at wpaumc.
org/Zimbabwepartnership. See a video and read Rev. Dennis
Lawton’s reflections on the Zimbabwe Immersion Program at
wpaumc.org/ZIP.

