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The Western PA Commission on Archives and History 

Cynthia Moore-KoiKoi, Resident Bishop 

Welcome from Your Host Committee! 

Rev. Ed Herald, Chairman 
Rev. Eddie Patterson, Vice-Chairman 
David Grinnell, Archivist 
Rev. John Wilson, Conference Secretary 
Merle Horner 
Naomi Horner 
Don Inman 
Rev. Bob James 

Warren Kinneer 
Rev. Dr. Susan Moudry 
Rev. Jack Piper 
Rev. Shane Siciliano 
Rev. Luke Whipple 
Rev. Jodie Smith, Franklin DS 
Rev. Bob Zilhaver, Connellsville DS  

 Greetings and welcome to the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  This week we are meeting in the eastern part of the WPA Conference, 
in Johnstown, PA. I also extend greetings on behalf of Bishop Cynthia Koikoi, our resident 
bishop, who is unable to be with us, as she is meeting with other United Methodist bishops 
at Lake Junaluska. 
 

 Johnstown has been through three major floodings and each time has come back 
from the depths of destruction.  We will be visiting several of those flood-related sites this 
week. Johnstown is also the home of the only historical landmark of our Conference, First 
United Methodist Church.  We will have a presentation on the church’s history and the 
merger of the Evangelical and United Brethren churches that occurred in this building.  As a 
result of those mergers, there are a plethora of United Methodist churches in Johnstown, 
sometimes three churches in a neighborhood, with some being across the street from each 
other. 
 

 We hope you will enjoy your time here.  Our Commission members are available to 
answer any questions and are willing to assist in any way possible to make your stay here 
enjoyable. 
 

 Grace and Peace! 
 —Ed Herald 



 

Page 3 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

NEJ Commission on Archives and History Spring Conference 

May 7-9, 2019 
Holiday Inn Downtown—Johnstown 

250 Market Street, Johnstown, PA 15901 
 

SCHEDULE 

 

Tuesday, May 7 

  9:30 Conference Registration begins  Just inside Vine Street Entrance 

10:00 Executive Committee Meeting Sonoma Room 

 1:00 Opening Worship Crown Ballroom 

 2:00 NEJCAH Business Session Crown Ballroom 

 3:30 Break  /  Hotel check-in 

 4:00 Informative Session: Led by the Executive Committee Crown Ballroom 

 5:30 Dinner  Napa/Sonoma Room 

 7:00 Evening program:  Led by David Grinnell, Archivist Crown Ballroom 
 “Current Trends in Archival Practice and Implications 
  for United Methodist Archival Repositories” 

Wednesday, May 8 

 7:00 Breakfast Buffet at the Holiday Inn Napa/Sonoma Room 

 8:00 Board the Bus: Tour guides are Eddie Patterson and David Grinnell 

 Morning Tour will include the Johnstown Flood Memorial and Johnstown Flood Museum 

12:30 Lunch at Camp Allegheny and Presentation by Sue Strohm, “Remembering the Past and 
Seeing the Present” 

 2:00 Board Bus, leaving for the Flight 93 Memorial Site, and ending with a ride aboard the  

  Johnstown Inclined Plane. 

 6:00 Dinner at Johnstown: First UMC  
 Served by the NOW (Nuture-Outreach-Witness) Ministries Team 

 7:00  Presentation in the sanctuary by Rev. Edwin Herald on the merger that formed the Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church in 1946, and a recital by Tom Ferguson on their 4288-
pipe organ. 

Thursday, May 9 

  7:00 Breakfast Buffet at the Holiday Inn Napa/Sonoma Room 

  9:00 NEJCAH Business Session Crown Ballroom 

11:00 Closing Worship Crown Ballroom 

11:30 Lunch / Lunch-to-go  Crown Ballroom 
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Opening Worship 

Tuesday, May 7, 1:00 PM 

 

Greeting and Introductions Rev. Joe DiPaolo, NEJCAH Chairman 

  Rev. Ed Herald, WPACAH Chairman 

*Call to Worship   Rev. Eddie Patterson, Liturgist
  
 O give thanks to the Lord; call on his name, 

 Make known his deeds among the peoples.  

 Remember the wonderful works he has done, 

 His miracles, and the judgments he uttered.  

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 And to the quarry from which you were dug. 

          Psalm 105:1, 5; Isaiah 51:1b, NRSV 

 

*Hymn  “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”         from the 1957 EUB Hymnal 

 O for a thousand tongues to sing, My dear Redeemer’s praise, 
 The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace! 
 

 Jesus, the name that charms our fears, That bids our sorrows cease; 
 ’Tis music in the sinner’s ears; ’Tis life, and health, and peace. 
  

 He breaks the power of reigning sin, He sets the prisoner free; 
 His blood can make the sinful clean, His blood availed for me. 
 

 My gracious master and my God, Assist me to proclaim, 
 To spread throughout the earth abroad, The honors of thy name. 

 

Opening Prayer 

 God of the ages, we come together to hear the story of Your faithfulness to past 
 generations, as we also seek to look together toward the future. You who were with 
 our ancestors  promise to be with us as well. Help us to go forward in hope, rooted in 
 the stories of our past; knowing that whatever comes, You remain faithful. We are 
 witnesses to the promise that nothing can separate us from Your great love, known 
 through Christ Jesus our Lord. Guide us, once again, to confess that truth, in Jesus’ 
 name we pray. Amen. 

*Indicates:  Please rise in body or spirit. 
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Scripture             Acts 19:1-7 

 

Message    “By Water and Spirit”     Rev. Sung S. Chung 
 Johnstown District Superintendent 
Response to the Word 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 

 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
 of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the 
 third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right 
 hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
 the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
 forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer    from the Ritual of the former Evangelical United Brethren Church 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be 
 done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
 debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
 evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

*Hymn  “Breathe on me, Breath of God” 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God, Fill me with life anew, 
 That I may love what Thou dost love, And do what Thou wouldst do. 
 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God, Until my heart is pure, 
 Until with Thee I will one will, To do or to endure. 
 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God, Till I am wholly Thine, 
 Till all this earthly part of me, Glows with Thy fire divine. 
 

 Breathe on me, Breath of God, So shall I never die, 
 But live with Thee the perfect life, Of Thine eternity. 

 

*Blessing 

 

 

  
We extend our thanks to Carol Speicher, choir director of Johnstown: First UMC, 
for serving as our pianist during the NEJ Spring Conference. 
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Closing Worship 

Thursday, May 9, 11:00 AM 
 

*Call to Worship Rev. Shane Siciliano, Liturgist 

 Since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 

 Let us also lay aside every weight, and the sin that clings so closely,  

 And let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 

 Looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.   Hebrews 12:1-2, NRSV 

Opening Prayer 
Almighty God, here in this place, You have been with Your people through disaster and 
unspeakable tragedy. You have also been with Your people through blessing and joy as the 
church came together, uniting itself in mission. Renew our hope. Send us into the world, 
sustained by Your Spirit, so that, like those that came before us, we will rise above the 
flood waters of despair, binding ourselves to Your promises that the church will endure 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

*Hymn  “Amazing Grace” 

 Amazing grace! How sweet the sound  
that saved a wretch like me!  
I once was lost, but now am found;  
was blind, but now I see.  
 
'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,  
and grace my fears relieved;  
how precious did that grace appear  
the hour I first believed.  
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares,  
I have already come;  
'tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,  
and grace will lead me home.  
 
The Lord has promised good to me,  
his word my hope secures;  
he will my shield and portion be,  
as long as life endures.  

Scripture John 1:14-17 

Message “Flood of Grace” Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn 
   WPA Director of Connectional Ministries 

Confession and Pardon Rev. Joe DiPaolo, NEJCAH Chairman 

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed 
to be an obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have 
rebelled against your love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the 
cry of the needy. Forgive us we pray. Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
All pray in silence. 
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 Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves God’s love toward us. In 
 the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 Glory to God. Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving  
 The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them up to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 It is right…and so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and 
 join their unending hymn: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 Holy are you…in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit…all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres-
passes, as we forgive those that trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.  

Giving the Bread and Cup 

*Hymn “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” from the 1957 EUB Hymnal 

 

 5. From sorrow, toil and pain, 
 And sin, we shall be free, 
 And perfect love and friendship reign 
 Through all eternity. 
 

*Blessing and Sending 
 *Indicates: Please rise in body or spirit. 

1. Blest be the tie that binds 
 Our hearts in Christian love; 
 The fellowship of kindred minds 
 Is like to that above. 
 
2. Before our Father's throne 
 We pour our ardent prayers; 
 Our fears, our hopes, our aims, are one, 
 Our comforts and our cares. 

3. We share our mutual woes; 
 Our mutual burdens bear; 
 And often for each other flows 
 The sympathizing tear. 
 
4. When we are called to part, 
 It gives us inward pain; 
 But we shall still be joined in heart, 
 And hope to meet again. 
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Sites on the Tour 
 

 

 

 

Camp Allegheny, a United Methodist church camp in 
the Western PA Conference, describes themselves is the 
best value for a retreat anywhere! They have wonderful 
lodges, welcoming hospitality, and delicious homemade 
meals. We will be eating lunch at Camp Allegheny, 
which is only three miles from the crash site of Flight 93. 
In fact, the camp lies adjacent to the east side of the me-
morial boundary along U.S. Route 30. We will hear 
about the role of Camp Allegheny in housing and feed-
ing first responders in the immediate aftermath of the 9-
11 tragedy.  

The Johnstown Flood Museum is located in a building 
with an important flood connection – it is the former 
Cambria Library, built after the flood to replace the earlier 
library, using funds donated by steel magnate Andrew Car-
negie. Carnegie was a member of the South Fork Fishing & 
Hunting Club, which owned the dam that burst on May 
31, 1889, causing the flood. He donated the money to 
build the museum after visiting Johnstown in late 1889 to 
survey flood damage, but it’s unlikely he felt any personal 
responsibility for the flood. Instead, the library became 
one of the very first of more than 2,500 Carnegie libraries 
in the world today . While here, we will see an Academy-
Award-winning film by Charles Guggenheim, called “The 
Johnstown Flood.” 

The Johnstown Flood National Memorial commem-
orates the approximately 2,200 people who died in the 
Johnstown Flood on May 31, 1889, caused by a break in 
the South Fork Dam, an earthen structure. The memorial 
is located at 733 Lake Road near South Fork, Pennsylva-
nia, about 10 miles northeast of Johnstown. The memorial 
preserves the remains of the dam and portions of the for-
mer Lake Conemaugh bed, along with the farm of Elias 
Unger and the clubhouse of the South Fork Fishing and 
Hunting Club which owned the dam and reservoir. The 
United States Congress authorized the national memorial 
on August 31, 1964.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnstown_Flood
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Fork_Dam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Fork,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Fork,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johnstown,_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Conemaugh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_memorial
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Flight 93 National Memorial: At 10:03 a.m. on September 
11, 2001, Flight 93 plowed into an empty field at a speed of 563 
miles per hour. The flight data recorder recovered from the crash 
site revealed that the terrorists had reprogrammed the aircraft’s 
autopilot system for a new destination—Washington D.C. The 
intended target was most likely the United States Capitol Build-
ing, where the nation’s legislators were in session. Because of the 
quick and determined actions of the passengers and crew, Flight 
93 was the only one of the four hijacked aircraft that failed to 
reach the terrorists’ intended target that day. 

The Tower of Voices, shown to the right during its 
construction, is a 93-foot tall musical instrument that 
contains 40 uniquely pitched wind chimes to honor the 
passengers and crew members aboard Flight 93. The 
Tower of Voices, dedicated on September 9, 2018, 
is the last piece of the 2200-acre memorial that in-
cludes the crash site, known as the sacred ground; a 
visitor center that tells the story of Flight 93; and the 
wall of names built directly under the flight path. 

Monument to the 1889 Johnstown 
Flood Unknown Dead 

Grandview Cemetery was named for 
its “grand view” of the city, the surround-
ing mountains and the scenic Conemaugh 
Valley. The monument to the left marks 
the graves of 777 victims not claimed or 
recognized after the 1889 disaster. One 
thousand, two hundred and twenty two of 
the 1889 flood victims rest at Grandview 
Cemetery. 

The Johnstown Inclined Plane, the steepest in the world, was 
built by the Cambria Iron Company to carry people, horses and 
wagons to the new hilltop community of Westmont. It opened on 
June 1, 1891. On March 1, 1936, when flood waters again ran 
through Johnstown, the Inclined Plane carried almost 4000 resi-
dents to safety. In the most recent flood to hit Johnstown on July 
20, 1977, the Inclined Plane once again carried people to the safety 
of higher ground, as well as carrying boats, emergency personnel 
and equipment down to the valley to aid in rescue operations. 
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 Our Presenters 

Rev. Sung Shik Chung, Johnstown District Superintendent, a native of 
South Korea, has been serving in the Western Pennsylvania Annual Con-
ference since 2001. He earned a B.A. in Theology from Hyupsung Univer-
sity, South Korea and received his Master of Divinity from Saint Paul 
School of Theology, Kansas. He was ordained an Elder in 2006 and is the 
first Asian to serve as District Superintendent in the Western Pennsylvania 
Conference. 

Rev. Chung’s passion for ministry is to share Christ’s love with all the peo-
ple in daily ordinary life. He believes that every day is a blessing of God, 
every person is an image of God, in every place there is the presence of 
God, and every moment is an opportunity to witness the love and grace of 
Jesus Christ.  

David Grinnell is the Coordinator of Archives and Manuscripts in the 
Archives & Special Collections Department at the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Library System and is the Volunteer Archivist for the Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference.  He is a Michigan native who graduated 
from Albion College with a bachelor’s degree in History.  After relocating 
to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania he received a Master’s in Library and Infor-
mation Sciences from the University of Pittsburgh in 2007.  Professionally, 
he is a member of both the Society of American Archivists and the Mid-
Atlantic Regional Archives Conference (MARAC).  In MARAC he serves 
as the Pennsylvania Caucus Representative and as a member of the Steering 
Committee. In addition to his professional work, David is engaged in a va-
riety of volunteer activities in his community where helps to organize tours 
highlighting the rich heritage of the Pittsburgh region. 

Rev. Sung Shik Chung 
Johnstown District Superintendent 

Sue Strohm’s photo unavailable 

David Grinnell 
Archivist 

Sue Strohm is a retired nurse educator and hospital administrator who first at-
tended Camp Allegheny as a nine-year-old.  Through the years she was a camper, 
a paid staff person, a volunteer counselor, a volunteer nurse, and a member of the 
Board of Directors at Camp Allegheny. Sue was born into a pastor’s family that 
was originally United Brethren in Christ, then EUB, and now United Methodist.  
Her father was involved in the original work camps in the development of Camp 
Allegheny. He served as a dean, the director of Inpost camping, and was the first 
full time resident director of Camp Allegheny.  

On September 11, 2001, Sue was living a mile outside of Shanksville. Following the crash, she served as a food 
preparation volunteer at Camp Allegheny for the Salvation Army to feed the workers at the crash site.  In Janu-
ary 2002, Sue became one of the original 19 community volunteers at the crash site.  She has continued to serve 
as a volunteer at Flight 93 National Memorial as a National Park Service volunteer.  As part of her continued vol-
unteer service she gives interpretive talks to visitors and presents orientation programs to new volunteers.  
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Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn is currently serving as the Director of Con-
nectional Ministries for the Western PA Conference of the United 
Methodist Church.  Prior to this ministry position, Rev. Dunn served 
for 22 years in several local churches, and for 8 years as the Johnstown 
District Superintendent.   She has served on the Conference Board of 
Ministry, as a General and Jurisdictional Conference delegate, and has 
been Dean of the Music, Art and Creative Drama camp at Wesley 
Woods for 30 years.  She has been married to Rev. Keith A. Dunn for 
31 years.   

Rev. Alyce Weaver Dunn 
Director of Connectional Ministries 

Rev. Edwin “Ed” Herald was born and raised in Johnstown. He grew 
up in the rich tradition of First Church, first as an EUB, and then a United 
Methodist. Following graduation from Greater Johnstown Central Senior 
High School in 1965, he entered the United States Air Force, serving from 
1965-1969 with tours that included Turkey and the Philippine Islands. He 
then attended David N. Myers University in Cleveland, OH, where he re-
ceived a B.S. degree in Accounting in 1973. While an accountant, Ed be-
came involved in church work beyond the local church, serving on various 
district and conference boards and agencies, including being the Johnstown 
District Lay Leader. At the urging of his pastor, Ed entered the ministry in 
1996 as a second career. He received his M. Div. from United Theological 
Seminary, Dayton, OH, in 2000 and embarked on full time ministry. His 
appointments included  St. Michael (as student pastor), Dravosburg, and 
South Greensburg, before retiring in 2013.  In retirement, he has been 
serving Johnstown First Church since 2014. Ed came on Archives and His-
tory in 2008, and has been chairman since 2010. 

Rev. Edwin Herald 
Pastor, Johnstown First UMC 
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The First United Methodist Church of Johnstown began in 1838 as a 
United Brethren class, when a charter group of 24 people began holding 
meetings in the homes of class members. In 1843, the church was orga-
nized with ten members and, in 1844, a small frame chapel for the First 
United Brethren Church was built on the corner of Main and Jackson 
Streets. In 1868, the little chapel was sold and the first stone church was 
erected at Vine and Stonycreek Streets. This “Old Stone Church” withstood 
the disastrous flood of 1889. The parsonage, however, was carried about 
a mile down the Stonycreek River. In 1890, a new brick parsonage was 
built next to the church building. Increases in church and Sunday School 
attendance led to the decision in 1910 to tear down the old structure and 
build the current church on the same site. Dedication services were held 

for the new building on Sunday, November 24, 1912. The First United Brethren Church suffered a second major disas-
ter during the St. Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936. The congregation battled back, determined that the Lord would grant 

them mercy and grace for continuing ministry. 

 
First Church was the scene of the historic merger of the United 
Brethren and Evangelical Churches on November 16, 1946, which 
formed a new denomination known as the Evangelical United Brethren 
Church. The clasped hands in the me-
dallion above the altar in the sanctuary 
dome represent the hands of Bishops 
Clippinger and Stamm clasped in union 
(shown right).  

The church was also the birthplace of the mission organization known as 
the Women’s Society of World Service. After the union of the Methodist Church 
and the Evangelical United Brethren Church in 1968, the congregation became known 
as the First United Methodist Church of Johnstown. 
 

Another merger occurred in this sanctuary on October 11, 1969, when the former Evangelical United Brethren 
Conference joined with the former Methodist Conference of Western Pennsylvania, forming the Western Penn-
sylvania Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church. 

 

The church withstood yet a third disastrous flood, occurring July 20, 1977.  The basement was filled with water to 
the ceiling. The congregation worked hard to restore the property and vowed to remain faithful to making disciples 
of Jesus Christ in the heart of the city. 

 

The 1996 General Conference of the United Methodist Church designated First Church a Heritage Landmark of the 
United Methodist Church. At that time, there were only 39 such landmarks in the United Methodist Church.  First 
Church of Johnstown is one of the few that still houses a worshiping, working congregation. 

www.johnstown.first.org/73315/index.html  

The History of  
Johnstown First United Methodist Church 
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THE FIRST U.M. CHURCH ORGAN—ITS HISTORY 

The present-day organ was originally housed at the Third Presbyterian 
Church in Pittsburgh, located at Fifth and Negley.  It was built in 1902 by 
the Austin Organ Company, Hartford, CT. Additional remodeling was 
done on the organ in 1937 following the flood of 1936.  It survived the 
1977 flood, but another renovation took place in 1978, mainly replacing 
all the leather straps and adding some pipes. A complete restoration be-
gan in 2000 by the Steiner-Murphy Organ Company of Cumberland, 
Maryland, proceeding in stages as the church raised money to complete 
the project.  The restoration was completed in 2010, after which the or-
gan had an estimated value of over $4 million. The organ has four key-
boards.  The divisions are: Great / Swell / Choir / Antiphonal  / Solo  /  
Pedals. Presently the organ has 75 ranks with 4,288 pipes. 
 

TOM FERGUSON, ORGANIST 

Tom Ferguson has been the organist at Johnstown First UMC since 1992.  
He was born and raised in Blairsville, PA, and grew up in the Blairsville 
First United Methodist Church.  He began receiving lessons at the age of 
six from Ken Nordby, organist at Indiana Grace UM Church. He studied 
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania under the tutelage of the late Dr. 
Carolyn Teti, who was well known for her organ teaching. Tom is the 
owner of Ferguson Clock Repair in Johnstown. 

The Chancel Area of the Sanctuary at Johnstown First UMC 
To the left of the altar is the organ with a small number of its 4288 pipes. What you also do not see in this photo is the ex-
pansive dome ceiling which soars high above the sanctuary. A border of hand-painted icons circles the sanctuary at the base 
of the dome. One of the images, above the altar, is that of “clasped hands,” (see previous page) symbolizing the handshake 
that sealed the merger of 1946. 

Tom Ferguson at the organ 
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 Books about the Johnstown Flood 

“History of the GREAT FLOOD of Johnstown, PA, 
May 31, 1889,” J. S  Ogilvie, Publisher, n.d. 

The book shown to the left, a very early account of the Johnstown flood, has 
no author and no copyright date, but rather seems to be a compilation of 
newspaper and eyewitness accounts compiled by the publisher. On the page 
opposite the Preface, Ogilvie writes:  

TO AGENTS 

I desire agents to sell this book; to whom I offer extraordinary good terms.  You can 
sell hundreds of copies in your own town.  Every family will want one. Send for 
terms and go to work at once. 

One of the WPA Commission members found a copy of this book with her 
great-grandfather’s name and the date of 1889 penciled on the flyleaf. She’s 
wondering whether he was an agent or bought his copy from a neighbor! 

The most recent book published  

about the Johnstown Flood, released 

on May 18, 2018, was written by Al 

Roker, a nationally known weather-

man and co-anchor of NBC’s 

“Today” show. Titled “Ruthless 

Tide: The Heroes and Villains 

of the Johnstown Flood, Ameri-

ca’s Astonishing Gilded Age 

Disaster,” Roker’s research focuses 

on the backstory of what caused the 

disaster. “The story of that flood,” 

Roker says, “contains lessons about climate change, greed, regu-

lation, American infrastructure, and the power of nature—at a 

time when we may be ‘doomed’ to repeat the mistakes that led 

to it.” 

c2007 

A few of the many other titles telling the story of the Johnstown Flood…. 

Historical Fiction:  “The Woman in the Photo” by 
Mary Hogan is described by HarperCollins as a dual 
narrative, connecting present-day teen Lee Parker to 
her great-, great-, great-grandmother through a photo 
discovered in Parker’s adoption file on her 18th birth-
day. Her ancestor is standing alongside Red Cross 
founder Clara Barton in the aftermath of the Johnstown 
flood of 1889—a poignant image that compels Lee to 
learn more… Published 2016 

David McCullough’s book 

“The Johnstown Flood” was 

his first – the book that launched 

his career more than 50 years ago 

in March of 1968. David 

McCullough was born and raised 

in Pittsburgh, PA, and a graduate 

of Yale University. He has been 

acclaimed as “one of America’s 

greatest living writers,” and “a 

master of the art of narrative histo-

ry.” Meticulously researched with 

interviews of people who had lived through the flood, 

McCullough’s book rekindled local and national interest in the 

1889 flood.  

c1993 

c1995 
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Shanksville—I’ve often referred to our town, jokingly, as 
“The Center of the Universe.” Little did I know that we 
would take a huge step in that direction on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 11. In a moment, when the earth literally shook 
under our feet, we changed from a town which merely 
watched the news to a town which was the news. Our town-
ship has become the resting place of America’s twenty-first 
century heroes. It is not a role we would have chosen for 
ourselves, surely, but it is a role that we have accepted and 
are striving to fill. 

We are an old community. Our area was settled just after 
the Revolutionary War, mainly by German farm families 
emigrating from Eastern Pennsylvania. The town of Shanks-
ville itself dates to 1798 when its founder, Christian Shank, 
came here to build a mill on the Stonycreek River. Slowly a 
town grew around the mill site until there was a blacksmith 
shop, several general stores, churches, a school, and even a 
hotel. Shanksville had high hopes at one time of becoming a 
“metropolis” with its own rail station. But, plans changed 
and maps were re-drawn and, for good or for ill, growth 
and rapid change by-passed Shanksville. In many ways, it 
seems to be, to borrow a phrase, “a town that time forgot.” 
It has never been much more than what you see right 
now—a town of 245 people, a handful of local businesses, a 
school, a fire hall, a post office, three churches, and a lot of 
front porches where neighbors sit and visit and wave hello 
to passers by. 

Surrounding Shanksville is Stonycreek Township, home to 
another 2200 people, some in little towns like Buckstown, 
Roxbury, Reels Corners, and Lambertsville, but most are 
just scattered over the countryside. Within the township are 
Lake Stonycreek and Indian Lake, manmade lakes construct-
ed in the early 1960s that now add immeasurably to the di-
versity and beauty of our community. Four hundred people 
live around Indian Lake, and many more use their homes 
here as weekend and summer retreats. 

When friends visit me here, we take a drive past the dairy 
farms to see the Holsteins in the big red barns with decora-
tive stars. We enjoy seeing the Amish families of Stonycreek 
with their horses and buggies and neat shocks of grain. We 
drive past the coal mining operations and marvel at the size 
of the equipment. I take visitors to the Big Rock on Alleghe-
ny Mountain, or to view the Allegheny Tunnel on the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike. I take them to the Covered Bridge, 
which crosses the Stonycreek and to the scenic waterfall on 

Lambert Run. I like to take visitors to our school, built in 
1929 and totally renovated just last year. Here we educate 
children in kindergarten through grade 12. With an enroll-
ment of 520 students, we are among the smallest school 
districts in Pennsylvania. An average graduating class has 40 
members. 

We are a community of hard-working people with jobs in 
agriculture, mining, the lumber industry, health care, con-
struction and industries, many traveling daily to jobs in 
Somerset and Johnstown. We are a community of trusting 
people—most don’t lock their doors at night. We usually 
leave our keys in the car. We impulsively welcome 
strangers into our homes. We generously share with those 
in need. We are volunteers with Scouts, and 4-H, and Little 
League. We salute our veterans on Memorial Day and take 
good care of our cemeteries. We are a people who love 
God. Seven churches are active in our community. 

This year our local heroes, the Shanksville Volunteer Fire 
Department, observe their 50th anniversary. That anniver-
sary has been marked, not with parades and fireworks, as 
we had once planned, but with the continued, tireless ser-
vice which we have witnessed this week. These volunteers 
provide fire protection and emergency services to the 65 
square miles of Stonycreek Township, Shanksville, and Indi-
an Lake, and also to a 12 mile stretch of the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike. 

This is a community which has, with the help of our neigh-
bors, filled the fire hall to overflowing with baked goods, 
soups, and supplies of every type imaginable to serve those 
who work in and around the crash site. Volunteers have 
been at our hall around the clock since the first alarm 
sounded on Tuesday morning, many leaving their jobs with-
out pay to serve others. Volunteers clamor to help serve 
meals each day, even at midnight and 4 a.m., to state troop-
ers who secure the perimeter of the crash site. This is a 
community which yearns to help, to reach out to those in 
need, even when we can’t fully understand what those 
needs may be. 

I’ve often heard it said, (and if you look at a map you can 
verify this), that all roads lead to Shanksville. We know that 
you did not choose to follow this road, but now that you 
have found Shanksville, we invite you to return. We wel-
come you to return at any season and hope that in your visit 
you can find the peace and comfort you seek. 

 Used with permission of the author 

Introducing Shanksville 
Remarks made to the families of the passengers and crew of Flight 93 

 at the Community Memorial Service held in Shanksville on September 16, 2001 
By Donna Glessner 
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The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church covers some of the most beautiful coun-
tryside in the state. From lush agricultural areas to dense 
urban populations, the conference has 10 districts with di-
verse constituents and churches. In recent years, the Confer-
ence made a strategic decision to continue our ministry of 
connection by maintaining our district offices and leadership, 
connecting churches with district ministries, and people with 
those in need.  
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