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Thoughts From Your President
In my spiritual journey, the
be glad to come to your
Spirit has used UMW to
meeting or share with those
form me over the years.
of you who have questions
From challenging studies
via phone or Skype.
at Mission u, to interesting
speakers at workshops
I look back in gratitude and
and events, to the everforward with anticipation. At
present reminder of our
our
Annual
Meeting,
PURPOSE, UMW has
October 27, a new slate of
provided
timely
officers will be elected. That
information and goals for
proposed slate is in this
the way I serve God in
newsletter. You’ll notice
partnership with other
some slots with TBN (to be
women. I look back with
nominated) or blank slots in
gratitude on the last four
some of the committees. If
years as President of the
you feel a nudge from the
Conference
UMW,
Spirit to learn more about an
thankful for those on the
office, to name someone
Conference
Leadership
who has the gifts needed to
Team
who
walked
fill
that position, or to
Diane Miller found a statue of Arnold
alongside me in this
volunteer
for that position,
Schwarzenegger at Assembly in
journey. They did their
contact
Donna
Burkhart (chair
Columbus, Ohio and was reminded
jobs so that all United of the power we have as United of
the
Committee
on
Methodist Women in the Methodist Women.
Nominations: 814-866-2781
conference
could
be
h). Nominations can also be
challenged and resourced with what they
made from the floor during the election – so the
needed to grow and serve together. They had
slate is not a done deal until the election is
my back – creatively working out details,
completed. If the proposed officers are elected, I
connecting with their counterparts at the
will move from being President (Chief Executive
district level, making decisions and supporting
Officer), responsible for administration and
each other.
oversight of what happens with our UMW in the
conference to Membership Nurture and Outreach
I have been blessed by the women of this
Coordinator (chief cheerleader). Trish Beers,
conference. They’ve shared their struggles,
current MNO, has worked closely with me in the
their stories and their support of UMW
past. She’s a fascinating person and I expect to
advocacy, ministry and mission. They helped
continue to pick her brain and use her counsel.
select me as one of the voting delegates at the
past three General Conferences. That’s been
I’m looking forward to being with you at the
a fearsome honor. Please pray for me and all
Oakland UMC, one last time as president, and
delegates who will make decisions at the
from then on in another capacity. Until I die I
Specially Called General Conference February
expect to serve with and through UMW. When
23-26, 2019. United Methodist Women won’t
we say yes to the Spirit’s nudging, amazing
tell you what to believe. We each are
things happen. I will continue to listen, follow and
responsible for becoming informed and
grow. Join me.
making our voices heard. With that in mind, if
you need a speaker to share information about
– Diane Miller/President,
the General Conference process and what will
diane.miller2747@gmail.com, 814-498-2308.
come before this General Conference, I would
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Conference Nominations

District Nominations

Would you like to serve the Conference United
Methodist Women, but don’t like to attend
meetings or can’t drive to the Conference
Center for meetings? You can serve on the
Conference Nominating Committee where the
work is done via free conference calls and
emails. We need representation from all
districts. Weather will not affect our meetings.

Training for District Chairs of Nominations and
District Nomination Committees will take place
via telephone calls and e-mail. This will happen
during the 2018-2019 school year.

We need your valuable information about
women you know. Are they good team
members and work well with others? Are they
fulfilling their responsibilities?
The Conference Calls won’t cost you any
money. What we need is your valuable
information of people that you know whether
they are good team members, fulfill their
responsibilities. We need representation from
all over the WPA Conference. So we need
women from all of the districts. Weather will
not affect our meetings.

I believe this will help you in recruiting district
officers. Each district office needs a job
description; therefore these need to be
developed in accordance with your district
bylaws, DLT and especially the district president.
I look forward to working with the district chairs
and the district nomination committees.
– Donna Burkhart/Committee on Nominations
Chair, dlb4813@roadrunner.com, 814-866-2781

Save the Dates
• October 27, 2018 – UMW Annual
• February 23-26, 2019 – Specially

Meeting – Oakland UMC
Called General Conference (A Way Forward)

(keep in prayer)
• April 28-30, 2019 – Mini Mission u – Olmsted Manor Retreat Center
• June 6-8, 2019 – Annual Conference – Grove City College (keep in prayer)
• July 18-21, 2019 (youth begin July 19) – Mission u – California University of PA
• October 26, 2019 – UMW Annual Meeting – location TBD
The PURPOSE of United Methodist Women is adopted by the General Conference of
The United Methodist Church as the official mission statement of United
Methodist Women.
United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God
and to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative,
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.
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Treasurer’s Report
In this newsletter you will find the Proposed Budget for 2019, which we will be voting on at
the Annual Meeting in October. Please take the time to go over this.
We are doing well with our 2018 Pledge of $160,000.00. The end of the year is usually when
the majority of the Pledge comes in. Thank you all for using the proper forms for your remittances.
That helps me a lot.
I have received many thank you notes from the different Missions (Red Bird, McCurdy
School, Henderson Settlement, Ruth M Smith Center, and more) for your donations to them. Your
gifts are very much appreciated.
District Treasurers, I will be sending out your last A&MD payment in October. with a note
about getting your last monies of the year to me by early December, if possible.
Thank you all for a successful year. Call or E-mail me with any questions or concerns.
– Donna Nelson/Tresurer, dncakes@yahoo.com, Home: 814-837-8199, Cell: 814-512-0165.

Secretary’s Report
We are coming up on a busy time of year for all of us. We all have our District Annual
Meetings and our Conference Annual Meeting in the next few months. We will each have the
responsibility of providing copies of last year’s Annual Meeting Minutes for our respective
organization to each attendee at the Annual Meeting. Of course we will also be responsible for
taking accurate minutes of this year’s meeting.
After your District Annual Meeting please send me a copy of the slate of officers and their
contact information that your District has elected for 2019. If you would prefer that your
Nominating Committee send this to me that is fine but I need the information as quickly as
possible so that I can prepare our Conference Directory, which we distribute at our
January meeting.
I will need a copy of the names and contact information for each of your local
organizations. If you do not have an organization in a local church but do have a contact person in
that church please send me that information also.
This information can be sent to me by whoever does your district directory if you are not the
one that does this. I need this information by the end of January so that I can update the
conference mailing lists so that everyone gets the conference newsletter.
I know that I am asking you to be responsible for getting me a lot of information in a short
space of time after your Annual Meetings, but I need that amount of lead-time to prepare my reports
in a timely manner.
I hope and pray that you have successful Annual Meetings. Please contact me with any
questions or concerns you may have.
Linda Thayer/Sectetary, Lsthayer@gmail.com,
724-882-6174 (cell) (call or text)

And the Friend of UMW Award goes to…
United Methodist Women are
readers, believing that being informed is
an important step in praying, in
advocating for justice and in service.
Their Reading Program encourages
members to think critically about current
issues and offers an opportunity to
deepen their spirituality and broaden
their understanding of
mission work.
Many women participate yearly in
the challenge of reading at least one
book from each of five categories. At
every district and conference UMW
meeting there are books for purchase
and informational pamphlets.
The conference team and many
district teams have books from the
reading program, which they lend out at
team meetings and return after reading.
All this means that someone has to order
the books and resource material – and
heavy boxes have to be transported and
set up for display at each meeting.
Heavy stuff!
The “Friend of UMW” award this year
goes to Richard Roberts a member of
Indiana Trinity UMC and husband of
Betty Roberts. Dick has partnered with
Betty for over 53 years of marriage –
raising three sons, worshiping and
serving in church and traveling together.
When Betty was Secretary of
Program Resources for the Conference
UMW, Dick would carry the boxes; they
set up the resource tables for a
Jurisdiction UMW meeting.
Together they served for 10 years
on the Ruth M Smith Center Board of
Directors. The last three of those years
Dick served as Finance Chair, wrestling
with the challenge of keeping the Smith
Center “in the black” as they served
adults and children in need.
UMW affirms the importance of
supportive community in their ranks – but
also the importance of supportive
partners outside of the organization.
Thank you Richard Roberts for being one
of those important partners!
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Membership Nurture
and Outreach
I hope everyone is enjoying summer
activities and the great weather. It will soon
be time to plan our fall meetings and start
gathering the information for the 2018
census at the close of the year. The Internet
reporting will open at the beginning of the
year and will close in the spring. If you plan
on reporting through a paper proxy please
make sure you get it early and get it back to
your district person early enough to allow
them time to report. Please complete ALL of
the information requested on the paper form
so the person assisting you does not have to
seek out addresses and phone numbers on
your behalf.
There will be a new conference Membership
Nurture and Outreach Coordinator by that
time so we don't want to overwhelm her with
work that we are capable of doing ourselves.
I would like to thank all of you for the
opportunity you gave me to serve as MNO.
I also want you to never quit thinking outside
the box or coloring outside the lines when it
comes to serving as UMW leaders. We can
all grow by doing things we never thought we
were capable of through Gods help and the
strength of our sisters in Christ.
May God Bless you all.
Trish Beers/Membership Nurture and
Outreach, plbeers@gmail.com, 814-4327347 h

Education and
Interpretation
Another year is almost over. Assembly and
Mission u were inspiring experiences.
Interesting District and Conference Annual
Meetings are anticipated.
Beginning January 1, 2019, a new person will
be taking over this office. As I finish out my
term, I want to thank my district counterparts for
their cooperation and for being timely in
sending the information for Mission Today and
Mission Study Certificates. You are wished the
best in 2019 and are urged to keep up the
good work.
– Sharon F. Stollings/Coordinator for Education
and Interpretation, sharonfquilter@gmail.com, 814332-9306.

United Methodist Women are often tasked with
hospitality – in the local church (funeral dinners
and church events) and in conference settings.
It’s a part of what we are about when we
“develop a creative, supportive fellowship.”
At Annual Conference every year Sharon has
invited the Black College Fund representatives
to send us a college student who spends a
couple of days interacting with our clergy and
lay delegates – getting to know us in WPA, and
allowing us to know his or her story. Sharon
arranged for transportation back and forth from
the airport, and furnished the hospitality of a
“made-up” bed, towels and a welcome basket
at Grove City College. UMW introduced the
student to others and invited the student to join
us at our UMW dinner. That student has about
five minutes to bring greetings to the whole
gathering at Annual Conference. The rest of
the time UMW were blessed to get to know the
student through conversations. Our thanks to
Sharon for all she has done to make this
happen the past few years.
Incidentally, we had 58 people attend our UMW
Dinner at Annual Conference. Amanda Gilligan
(conference staff person for Young Peoples
Ministry) was our speaker. Her presentation
provided helpful information and hints for
getting young adults involved in UMW.
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Thoughts From The Communications Coordinator
Hello United Methodist Women! It is my hope
that you are noticing the wonders of the UMW
in the world around you during this warm
summer season. When it comes to
communication, it takes more than just one
person. There’s plenty to be said about the
power and boldness of the women around us,
so I ask that you tell the world! Don’t stay
silent when something happens; share it
with others!
Below are some links you can follow to catch
up on what others are doing. Check out the
Facebook and Twitter pages, as well as
UMW’s own blog where others have already
shared their stories to inspire others.
My personal quest for you is to share as well.
Each of you has a story, whether it be how you
became involved in the UMW, who inspired
you to start something locally or maybe a story
of how you noticed a miracle happen in your
life and you were able to stop and say, “God is
good.” All of these stories matter and the ones
who might be in need of some inspiration or an
uplifting story might not be close by. The

wonders of the internet allow those who simply
can’t talk face-to-face to become close and
create lasting friendships. Just by the power
of sharing.
It’s also important to become visual! I would
encourage someone in your local church to start
taking pictures during each event or gathering
that happens. Invite a youth to become the
church’s very own photographer. Discover a
hidden passion for capturing the perfect moment
that allows others to witness God’s work through
the UMW.
Communication is a major key when it comes to
spreading the boldness and passion of the UMW.
Thank you for being a part of something so
marvelous and inspiring. Let’s continue the work
of the UMW by making ourselves known and
inspiring others by sharing creative and missionfilled ideas.
Send me your stories!
– Laramie Cowan/Communications Coordinator,
laramie.cowan@gmail.com, 724-689-9000 c

Check Us Out Online!
Western PA UMW Stories
https://www.wpaumc.org/umwBlogs

@WPaUMWomen

@wpaumw
https://www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen
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Are You Interested in Becoming a Mission Ambassador?
Applications are in this newsletter and due October 15, 2018.

travel. At this point we expect there
will
be
opportunity
for
an
international trip as well as travel
within the United States. It is
possible that individual Mission
Ambassadors may have some input
on where they visit.
Mission Ambassadors should
plan to allow about two weeks for
travel. They receive a stipend to
offset the cost of travel – often about
50 percent of the trip expense is
covered. The program is open to
both men and women; laity as well
as clergy may apply. If YOU or
SOMEONE
YOU
KNOW
is
interested in becoming a Mission
Ambassador
please
see
the
Former Mission Ambassador Jodale Barnhart now chairs the
attached
application. Applications
Mission Ambassador Committee.
are due October 15. To ask
questions please contact the Mission
Ambassador coordinator, Jodale
Every two years the Western
Barnhart,
at
724.753.2821
or
Pennsylvania Conference selects two
jodalebarnhart@gmail.com.
Mission Ambassadors to travel and learn
This is an awesome opportunity to learn,
about mission activities offered by the United
grow, and serve!
Methodist Church and United Methodist
Women. Mission
Ambassadors
agree that after their trip(s) they will
offer presentations throughout the
conference to help people learn
about other cultures and their
needs, as well as how the
Methodist Church is helping to
meet
those
needs. Mission
Ambassadors also agree to teach
at the summer Mission u event.
Normally the geographic
area Mission Ambassadors travel
to parallels the geographic study
offered
by
United
Methodist
Women. The 2019 – 20 season is
unique, however, in that UMW is
providing a historic rather than a
geographic study. The upcoming
topic will be United Methodist
Women in Mission: 150 Years and
Beyond - a theme that leaves a
Current Ambassadors for the Missionary Conferences, Rev
rather
undefined
scope
for Cyndi Bloise and Rev Pam Gardner on the road In Alaska.
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Application for the 2019 - 20
Mission Ambassador Program
United Methodist Women in Mission: 150 Years and Beyond

Name: ____________________________________________________

Laity or Clergy

Address: ____________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________State: _______ Zip Code: ______________

Phone Numbers: ______________________________________________________________

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________

Date of Birth: _________________________________________________________________

Male or Female________________________________________________________________
Marital Status: ________________________________________________________________

Health Restrictions (please list): __________________________________________________

Financial Restrictions: __________________________________________________________

Church: _____________________________________________________________________

Church Address: ______________________________________________________________

District: _____________________________________________________________________

Please see page 2 for additional questions.
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Please respond to the following questions as fully, as possible. (Please attach separate pages;
usually one or two paragraphs is sufficient for the discussion questions.)
1.

How have you been involved in United Methodist Missions?
In your local church:
In your District:
In the Annual Conference:
In the Cooperative School of Christian Mission or Mission u:

2.

Why would you like to be a Mission Ambassador for the WPA Annual Conference?

3. What gifts and graces do you have that would encourage your selection as a Mission
Ambassador?
4. As you anticipate traveling as a Mission Ambassador, what contacts or sites do you think are
important as a part of the experience?
5. Are you willing to do the necessary fundraising required in order to create a complete and
comprehensive Mission Ambassador experience? What plan do you have for fundraising?
6. Are you willing and able to commit 2-3 weeks for travel, read and learn about the Methodist
Church, and be available to speak in local churches and at Mission u in July 2019 and 2020?

-If laity, have your pastor send a letter of recommendation to Jodale Barnhart at the address listed
below.
-If clergy, have your DS send a letter of recommendation, as well as a letter of support and approval
from your Staff Parish Relations Committee to Jodale Barnhart at the address listed below.
Deadline for application: October 15, 2018. Interviews will be conducted the beginning of October
and the chosen Mission Ambassadors will be announced within a week after the interviews are
completed.

Send applications and supporting letters to:
Jodale Barnhart
PO Box 127
Bruin, PA 16022

Questions – call or email Jodale Barnhart: 724.753.2821 - jodalebarnhart@gmail.com.
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Updates From Eastbrook Mission Barn
Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ! God is good all the time, even in the midst of flash flooding.
We can rejoice in God’s creation. From April - July 2018, we have sent out over 1,000 hygiene kits
and close to 1,000 cleaning kits to six communities in the greater Pittsburgh area for flood relief. All
of this to say – we are in need of both kits to replenish our stock for future flooding.
Cleaning kits cost $75 each and hygiene kits cost $12 each. Please deliver your kits to one of our
four satellites, the Conference Center or the Mission Barn. Please mail monetary donations to
Eastbrook Mission Barn, 226 Church Lane, New Castle, PA 16105.
UMCOR SCHOOL KIT CHANGE: Due to the majority of kits being shared only in the United States,
we are no longer in need of cloth school bags. WE ARE STILL COLLECTING SCHOOL KITS, just
put them in plastic shopping bags – we will put them in the correct bags (2 gallon ziplock bags).
We will accept the school kits in the school bags through the end of the year, however the cloth
school bags are being shared with other non-profit – usually UMC related – agencies to be put to
good use. If you have material that is already cut out for school bags, please finish making them,
check with local pantries and social service agencies to see if they can use them. Or see if a mission
team is going on an international mission trip and can use them.
THANK YOU FOR EVERYONE WHO HAS MADE SCHOOL BAGS AND THE MANY OTHER
HOMEMADE ITEMS FOR UMCOR KITS. They are and were very much appreciated.
ALL OF THE UPDATED KIT RECIPES ARE ON THE UMCOR.ORG WEBSITE. Please refer to
them before you assemble kits.
Thank you for your continued prayers and support for myself as your Deaconess and Church and
Community Worker, and the Eastbrook Mission Barn. Please let me know if you would like to
become a volunteer or would like to have a speaker come to your UMW or church. I can be reached
at Missionbarn@gmail.com or 724-856-8241.
Shalom,
Katie Peterson
Click on this to donate directly to the Mission Barn.

Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign Update
The Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign total is now $20,544,247. Thirty-four percent of
the $60 million campaign goal has been reached! Resources to promote the Legacy
Fund can be found on this website: unitedmethodistwomen.org/150. Tell Diane Miller
your story about what United Methodist Women means to you
(diane.miller2747@gmail.com or 814-498-2308).
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Reflections from Mission u In Action
Sara N. “Such a sense of accomplishment
combined with meeting other volunteers and
the staff. So many different things that need to
be done. I felt very useful.”
Sue M. “It is overwhelming how the amount of
volunteers come together to accomplish so
many ministries in one building. They all talked
about how proud they were to be working for
Jesus and that rubbed off on me.”

For people with a passion for handson mission, “Mission u in Action” fits the bill.
Facilitated by Deaconess Katie Peterson,
this Mission u option offers adult participants
a variety of outreach activities. The following
are participant comments on their experience
this year:

Gari Ann B. “A Wonderful opportunity to
experience community as we worked together
in both local and global mission projects.”
Katie P. “I enjoyed getting to see how other
mission ministries in the conference are
working and leading this awesome group
of ladies.”

Sara H. “This is my second year working with
Mission u in Action and I plan to do it next
year as well. Last year we assisted in helping
a disabled resident, whose home had
flooded that lived in the Connellsville area
with repairs on his home. This year we
worked at Connellsville Community Area
Ministries. We assisted in different projects
there and also worked with several UMCOR
projects. It was a blessing and humbling
experience doing God’s work.”
Minta L. “This was my first year working with
Mission u in Action. I enjoyed working with
volunteers that went through the boxes and
getting people items they needed. I also
helped putting together flood buckets and
other kits. I enjoy doing God’s work.”
Joan B. “It was a great time. It felt so good
knowing we were helping other people. Good
idea for Mission u!”
Phyllis R. “Really enjoyed this – meeting new
people. A good time was had by all.”

13

Social Action
Greetings in the Name of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ:
Surely, we thank the LORD for what He has
done, is doing, and what He is about to do; we
honor Him every day of our lives. And so, on
this day, shall we begin to live as a peacemaking child of God? In the Holy Gospel
according to Matthew: Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons
of God.

of reconciliation. The ministry of reconciliation is
peace making. Those whom God has called to
peace, He, also, calls to make peace. Once we
see our duty as a peacemaker, we will be looking
for ways to build bridges between people and
God and then to build bridges between persons.
What a journey we have travelled together! For
we have raised our vision above barriers, and
with God’s grace and wisdom, given us the
courage to make this a better world.

Have you ever thought about this before that
we are called to the ministry of peacemaking?
How would that change our responsibilities as
we go through the day? How does it affect the
obligation we feel when others choose to stirup discord and disharmony?

In the words of Paul--Now may the God of peace
make you holy in every way and may your whole
spirit and soul and body be kept blameless until
our LORD Jesus Christ comes again. God will
make this happen, for He who calls you is
faithful. Thessalonians 5:23,24

The Scriptures tell us that God has called us to
peace. That He reconciled us to Himself
through Jesus Christ and gave us the ministry

For His Glory,
– Cynthia Hill/Social Action,
celaine1215@verizon.net

Women’s Spirituality Retreat Sep 16-18
United Methodist Women believe it’s important
to know God and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ. Regular
devotions and times apart help to make this
happen.
Consider attending a retreat at
Olmsted Manor this fall.
Theme: Right Here, Right Now: The
Practice of Christian Mindfulness
Christians have always practiced mindfulness.
Yet, from the popular landscape of
mindfulness movement, you might not know

that. Where is the Christian voice in this fastgrowing movement? In her book Right Here
Right Now: The Practice of Christian
Mindfulness, Amy Oden, Professor of Early
Church History and Spirituality at Saint Paul
School of Theology, reveals the Christian roots of
mindfulness and the actual practices that, when
reclaimed, deepen the life of faith and the power
of our mission of love in the world. In her time at
Olmsted, Dr. Oden will talk about how the
practice of Christian mindfulness begins with the
teachings of Jesus and continues throughout
Christian history. She will also guide participants
in step-by-step instructions for the practice of
Christian mindfulness today, reclaiming this
ancient practice to deepen the life of faith and
empower participants for God’s mission of love in
the world.
Register online
(http://www.olmstedmanor.org/fall-womensretreat.html) or by calling Olmsted Manor at 814945-6512.
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UMW Legislation at Annual Conference
NY Times, July 16: For the thousands of
migrant children in detention centers, the
rules are clear: no touching, no nicknames,
no sharing your food. And it’s better if you
don’t cry.
More than 2,800 such
children remain in detention facilities …
awaiting reunification with their families after
crossing the United States’ border with
Mexico. The centers range in austerity,
from a 33-acre youth shelter to hastily
converted motels. But most of these
facilities, our reporters write, are united by a
collective sense of aching uncertainty —
scores of children gathered under a roof
who have no idea when they will see their
parents again.

legislation passed is only the first step. If we do
nothing more, shame on us. Let me know what
you’ve done. Diane Miller – 814-498-2308 –
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
In this article, I’ve included scripture and the
action called for in the legislation…
CHILD INCARCERATION
WHEREAS Mark 10:13-16 says, “People were
bringing little children to him in order that he
might touch them; and the disciples spoke
sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he
was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is
to such as these that the kingdom of
God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever
does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will never enter it.’ And
he took them up in his arms, laid his
hands on them, and blessed them.

1)
Children aren't allowed to hug their siblings.
Associated Press/David J. Phillips

Google “migrant children detention center”
and you’ll find stories that will break your
heart.

2)
3)

4)
United Methodist Women care about
children! At Annual Conference this year
the Conference Leadership Team submitted
two pieces of legislation focusing on
children: Child Detention and Protecting the
Children. Both pieces passed. Now it’s up
to us to do something. Consider focusing
on one or both of these pieces during a
meeting(s) in 2019. I would be glad to offer
a program for you or assist you in planning
a program by phone or email. Getting the

BE IT RESOLVED that this annual
conference charge representatives of
the United Methodist Women, with
considering how the conference
should best respond to the issue of
child incarceration, including:
The Conference Board of Church and
Society will be invited to work with
United Methodist Women on this issue,
How best to educate United Methodists;
Whether and how to interact with
lawmakers about proposed legislation;
and
Whether
the
conference
should
dissociate financially from entities at
home or abroad that profit from child
imprisonment; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the
considerations and any recommendations of
the representatives of the United Methodist
Women be brought to the 2019 annual
conference for review and/or action, including
any recommendations that should be directed
to the General Conference of the UMC in 2020.
15

1) 2016 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 162
“A” and
http://hrusa.org/advocacy/communityfaith/methodist1.shtm )
2) 2016 Book of Discipline, Paragraph 162
“C”
3) 2016 Book of Resolutions, 6025 “A”
4) United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child, Articles 37 A,B
http://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinte
rest/pages/crc.aspx
5) https://www.hrw.org/worldreport/2016/children-behind-bars
6) https://www.hrw.org/worldreport/2016/children-behind-bars
7) https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
general-conference/issuepriorities201620.pdf

PROTECTING THE CHILDREN
WHEREAS IN MARK 10:14b, it states “Let the
little children come to me; do not stop them; for
it is to such as these that the kingdom of God
belongs.”
WHEREAS IN MARK 9:37, it states “Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”
BE IT RESOLVED that churches will do one or
more of the following suggested activities:
1. Read Resolution ¶3428 Our Call to End
Gun Violence (pp. 391-395) of the 2016
Book of Resolutions for guidance.
2. Have conversations and prayer about
gun violence.
3. Investigate further actions your church
can take by looking at the following
websites
•
•

•

•

http://www.umc.org/what-webelieve/ways-united-methodists-cantake-a-stand-against-gun-violence
https://www.umcjustice.org/whatyou-can-do/advocacy/resourcekingdom-dreams-violent-realitiesbible-study
https://www.umcjustice.org/whatyou-can-do/advocacy/resourcekingdom-dreams-violent-realitiesbible-study
https://www.umcjustice.org/what-wecare-about/peace-with-justice/gunviolence-prevention

4. Join with others in the faith community
to address gun violence
at http://faithsunited.org/

Amnesty International is shifting the
discussion on guns to focus on the rights we all
have to live free of violence and fear, and …
working to pass common-sense legislation at
the state and federal levels that can protect
people from gun violence.
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Two and a Half Days… 1,000 Pieces
[The following is a “sketch” of one of the Smith Center residents, written by Board Member Mark
Lindberg. This National Mission Institution continues to need the partnership of churches and United
Methodist Women as only a couple residents pay full price. All the others receive a greatly reduced
rate called benevolent care. Check out the Smith Center website: http://www.ruthmsmithcenter.org]

Mark Meddock, Ruth M Smith Center Resident in
B Building
Mark Meddock sat across from me as we enjoyed
hot dogs, baked beans, and a variety of casseroles at the
annual Ruth M. Smith Center picnic this July. While we
ate, we talked jigsaw puzzles. The food was plentiful and
Mark got up for a second hot dog. Returning, he gave a
warm, friendly nod and then added, “But, I work on a
puzzle all day and into the night—any puzzle. And I
finish a one thousand piece puzzle in two and a
half days.”
Remarkable feat. Being a puzzle maker myself
since childhood, I know the accomplishment is
extraordinary, and I left the picnic wishing that Mark had
shared a secret or two.
Mark, a resident of the Ruth M. Smith Center for 4
years, grew up in Weldbank, PA—a distance of six miles west of Sheffield. On days when the
weather is agreeable, Mark can often be seen walking to town or around the residential blocks near
the Center.
“I’m a loner,” was Mark’s description of himself. “But I enjoy the other residents and the
staff,” he explained. “And I enjoy helping people with the chores around the Smith Center. “ Indeed,
this is true. Only several weeks ago Mark was out raking grass clippings and stuffing them into large
trash bags. The mansion yard was looking much improved. I stopped and Mark willingly loaded
three heavy bags of clippings into the back of my truck—all to
become future mulch for the plants in our garden. It was a good
time as Mark told me about helping his Father garden during his
childhood in Weldbank. How good, I thought, to have such a
willing helper living on the Center’s grounds.
Several weeks have passed since the picnic, and today I
asked Mark again if he didn’t have a special strategy or two to
explain his speedy success in constructing jigsaw puzzles. After
all, if you do the math, one puzzle every two and a half days
computes to 146 puzzles a year! He must have some special
strategy I have overlooked over the years. (I am not sure I have
done that many in my lifetime.)
“No, no secret,” Mark replied with an easy grin. “I just
stick to it from morning into the night.”
If you are ever visiting the Ruth M. Smith Center, stop and greet
Mark. He won’t be hard to find. He’s the one in blue jeans and a
plaid shirt putting the finishing touches on another
challenging puzzle.
(Mark especially enjoys 1000 piece puzzles with animals or wilderness scenes.)
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Thoughts From Denise
We are living in an overwhelming moment.
Confronted by a near constant barrage of
news
and
opinions,
an
ever-present
background noise, difficult discussions in our
world and church--it is easy to feel off-balance,
underwater and powerless.

that this is false. Those who participated in the
Money Study at Mission u spoke about the
sacred responsibility we bear in how we use our
resources. We in WPA are blessed with an
ABUNDANCE. We have the gifts, resources and
support to engage with and brighten this world.

However, over and over again this year, I have
been reminded of the abundance of God.

We have the responsibility to apply them. As we
move into the new year, which promises to be as
busy, loud and over stimulating as the last, I am
urging us to do so with a mindset abundance. A
confidence that we have much to offer. A
commitment to lift our voices-speaking to what
we care about and encouraging one another. A
willingness to give of our time, energy, gifts and
monies to the things that matter to us, the work
and missions that reflect our purpose.

• As I sat at Assembly, listening to

speakers, hearing of all United Methodist
Women have done, I was reminded of the
shoulders we stand on. The abundance
of knowledge and passion, the selfless
giving of those who came before and the
rich legacy of which we are a part of.
• As I walked around Grove City College

during Annual Conference, I had the
opportunity to talk to many of you. The
hugs, smiles and conversations we
shared reminded me of the abundance of
love, wisdom and prayer within
our connection.
• As I sat in conversations at Unstoppable,

I was reminded of the abundance of
leadership and passion we enjoy. Young
women who care about their church and
communities, willing to speak, share and
grow with one another, who engage with
an inspiring willingness to be vulnerable
and an abundance of grace.
• When unexpected events prevented my

mother, Peggy Ward, and I from attending
Mission u, I watched women pick up the
slack. They took on responsibilities and
stepped out of comfort zones. I was
overwhelmed by the abundance of love,
care and talents that exist in
our community.
These days, it is easy to operate from a
scarcity mindset. I’m not enough. There’s not
enough. I have nothing to offer. There’s not
enough time. I can’t make a difference. I lift
the above examples as a reminder to us all

With that said, I am committing to a series of
District Days from December 26, 2018 to
January 18, 2019.
I am looking forward to being in conversation with
you all! I want to hear your stories, joys,
concerns, ministries and visions. I want to hear
how God is working through UMW in your
context. I want to do what I can to provide
information, resources and connections to further
your work and journey alongside you.
I welcome invitations to speak to your district,
church or circle. I can be reached at
dnstone24@gmail.com .
Thank you for the faithfulness, passion and
wisdom that you offer to United Methodist
Women every day.
Now to God, who is able to do exceedingly
abundantly more than all that we ask or imagine,
according to the power that works in us, to God
be the glory in the church by Jesus Christ to all
generations forever and ever. Amen. Ephesians
3:20-21
– Denise Nicole Stone/ UMW Director,
dnstone24@gmail.com.
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Unstoppable Retreat 2018 at Olmsted Manor
Take a deep breath, and let it out. Take a
moment to look around you. What do you
notice? If you are with someone, ask them
what they notice. Each of us at Olmsted Manor
for our Unstoppable retreat did this exercise
deep in the mountains next to a waterfall.
Each of us noticed something different,
whether that be the sunlight shining through
the trees, the sound of water against rock, the
moss beneath our feet or the wind flowing
through the leaves.
Our theme for this
year was Moving
Forward.
Jane
Ellen Nickell was
our speaker, who
lead us through
our discussion on
human sexuality
and
how
the
United Methodist
Church and United
Methodist Women
were handling this
issue. Just as our
Jane Ellen Nickell shares
peaceful breathing
her knowledge and
exercise,
each
research during sessions.
one of us at the
retreat had different opinions on the topic.
Scary? No. It was wonderful. We were able to
talk without judgment and have very important
and big conversations.

Their daughter, Katie, was a true Unstoppable
young woman who was extremely passionate
about the LGBTQ+ issue. Katie passed away
unexpectedly this past year, which had a big
impact on the members. Unstoppable decided to
dedicate our retreat to Katie, and become more
knowledgeable on the topic she held close to her
own heart.
The discussions were informational and well
organized, which helped each young woman to
take back what was learned and talk about it with
those at home. Along side the lessons, and really
good food, was a packed schedule. Those new
to Olmsted got to experience the labyrinth for the
first time, while those who attended the previous
year were able to dig deeper into their hearts and
minds while drawing closer to God.

Faith Geer was able to
Skype in and tell her own
personal story, which was
beyond moving. Not only
were we able to see her on
the big screen, we were able
to talk one-on-one with her
and ask questions.
Unstoppable also had the
pleasure of having Will and
Chris Parish join the retreat.

The hike to the waterfall was a
literal exploration of God’s
creation as well as a friendship
builder. The adventurous ones
carefully scouted a route over
slippery rocks and logs to get
almost under the falling water,
and you can’t forget about
taking one or two selfies while
you’re there.
Faith Geer shares her personal
story at the Unstoppable retreat.
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Unstoppable was slightly
different this year because
we no longer had Stephanie
Gottschalk to guide us
through worship since she
moved away. Each young
woman at the retreat had a
small part of worship, as we
teamed up together and led
each other. Magic happens
when people come together
to worship, especially when
it comes from the heart. We
made it work, with laughs,
singing and smiles.

health kits and cleaning kits for
Eastbrook Mission Barn. And
with any mission project at
Unstoppable,
it
was
a
competition. Who could make
the most kits, correctly, in
twenty minutes? We honestly
didn’t find out the winner. But
I’m sure the leaders of the
retreat were smiling.

Unstoppable is very special
because it brings young people
together, with mentors who
share their wisdom and the age
gap isn’t a problem. Responses
The schedule was packed
back each year are positive and
full but there was always Unstoppable put together health there are many who have
time for games and a and cleaning kits for our
shared that Unstoppable has
movie. At the end of our mission project.
changed
their
viewpoints,
retreat we gathered together
understanding and even their
in the worship area for a mission project.
life. Please help us spread the word about
We decided we would help put together
Unstoppable with those around you. Each one of
you knows at least one young woman. That’s just
how the world is. Share the word, because
Unstoppable wants to give young women a
chance to learn the issues, find their voice and
change the world.
Our next event is in the works! We are working
on District Days, which will be fun, one-day
events in various districts. Keep an eye out for
when we are in your area!

Walking together and talking with each
other, Unstoppable 2018 allowed for
making lasting friendships.

Interested in having Unstoppable come and
speak at your church? Contact us at
umwunstoppable@gmail.com or check us out on
both
Facebook and Twitter by searching:
@umwunstoppable
– Laramie Cowan/Communications Coordinator,
laramie.cowan@gmail.com, 724-689-9000.
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Chautauqua Mission Homes
Yes, you do see an “s” on the end of the word “homes”. That is because there are two actual homes.
Did you know that there were two United Methodist Mission Homes, which are different than the
United Methodist Home at Chautauqua? The first one is on the lakefront and was originally owned
by the Studebaker family. It is the Mission Home now. It is meant for active and retired missionaries,
active and retired pastors and GBGM staff and laity to use.
The second is the Fenton Deaconess home. This home is dedicated for Deaconesses to have a
place to take a vacation. Most deaconesses have jobs that don’t pay enough to live on, so they
could never afford to stay at the Chautauqua Institution. However, Mr. Fenton had the Deaconess
House built in honor and memory of his mother and wife, so the deaconesses do not have to pay the
weekly Chautauqua Institution fee.

Ideas to Keep In Mind
• Honor

your leaders by presenting them with the special 150th Mission Recognition
pin or 150th pendant.

• Consider

raising money for the Legacy Fund by planning a Fun-Raiser event. See
our downloadable PDF for tips on how to fun-raise.umw150.org/funraiser

• March

23, 2019, our actual 150th anniversary date, is on a Saturday, so consider
organizing a celebration of United Methodist Women for the entire weekend
(March 22–24).

• Continue

your 150th celebrations in 2019 at Mission u, Annual Conference,
Conference and District Annual Meetings, and other events next year.

• Looking

for ways to give back to United Methodist Women? The next time you shop
on Amazon, go to smile.amazon.com and the Amazon Foundation will donate .5%
of your purchase dollars to United Methodist Women. Be sure to click supporting
United Methodist Women (Location New York, NY)

Recommendations for Reading
Book review from Janice Albright, Secretary of Program
Resources for Connellsville District
Growing Peace: A Story of Farming, Music and Religious
Harmony is a children’s book with a message for all ages.
J.J. Keki, a Jewish coffee grower from Uganda, is the subject
of this book written and illustrated by Richard Sobol. With the
help of the neighborhood children, Keki convinces the village
farmers to form a Fair Trade Cooperative. The farmers are of
three faiths but they are working together to provide a good
product and a good living for all the members. That’s the
benefit of Fair Trade products. The fact that co-op has grown
from 250 members at the beginning to over 1,000 is an
indication of its success. Color photos illustrate the text,
which also describes growing and harvesting coffee.

Book Review from Laurie Cowan, Greensburg Secretary of
Program Resources
House in the Sky by Amanda Lindhout and Sara Corbett:
I found this a fascinating book as well as a disturbing read. It
follows the adventures of a young lady from Canada who decided
to travel the world. Saving her tips from a cocktail waitress job, she
backpacked through Latin America, Laos and India. Back home
again to save up money, then traveled to Sudan, Syria,
Afghanistan and Iraq.
In 2008, she eventually became a reporter and ended up in
Somalia where she was kidnapped and held for ransom. She
recalls what she went through each step of the way, not holding
back anything that happened to her. She writes of how she held
onto hope for the 460 days in captivity, and her compassion to
understand her captors; and for her own sanity, to forgive them. It
makes you wonder if in her shoes you would do the same.
At the meantime, her family and her friend’s family were receiving ransom phone calls, with her
captors demanding more money than the families had. It was shocking to realize how often this
really happens to people around the world.
I recommend the book as it held my attention and I did not want to put it down, wanting to see
what was coming next. As I said, some parts are disturbing, and its hard understand how people
can be so religious yet cause so much harm to others at the same time.
House in the Sky is under Education for Mission in the 2018 United Methodist Women Reading
Program. It is worth the time to read.
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2019 Elizabeth A Bradley Mission Fund Committee
Class of 2021

Susan Roboski

Class of 2019

Jodale Barnhart
P.O. Box 127
Bruin, PA 16022

724-753-2821 (H)
724-504-5080 (C)
jodalebarnhart@gmail.com

Class of 2020

Kathy Gordon
46 Pittsburgh Circle
Ellwood City, PA 16117
By Virtue of Their Office
Linda Thayer
197 Abel Heath Lane
Franklin, PA 16323
Donna Nelson
509 Dawson St
Kane, PA 16735

724-758-4774
kjgordon@zoominternet.net

President

Treasurer

Mission Coordinator –
Education and
Interpretation
District President
Representative

724-882-6174
Lsthayer@gmail.com
814-837-8199
dncakes@yahoo.com

Joan Bright

2019 Committee on the Charter for Racial Justice
Class of 2018
Class of 2018
Class of 2019
District President

President (Chair)

Social Action
Committee on Nominations
Chair

Maraia Gonelevu
202 Orchard Street
Point Marion, PA 15474
Pam Konopasek
232 Nielson Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
By Virtue of Their Office
Linda Thayer
197 Abel Heath Lane
Franklin, PA 16323
Donna Burkhart– See previous
information

724-812-9769
burebas@yahoo.com
412-418-6459 (C)
Konopassk.pam@gmail.com

724-882-6174
Lsthayer@gmail.com

Invite a friend to come with you. The
church is on one level with good
parking and in a lovely rural setting. It
will be a great day of sharing and
learning.

We will hear stories of mothers passing
on to daughters their passion for
mission as well as specifics of what we
are doing in ministry and mission
through United Methodist Women
globally and in Western PA.

Pause for a moment and think about
how you became interested in United
Methodist Women. It may have been
called y a different name, but it was
a mission-oriented group where
women learned and reached out in
ministry and mission, and became
advocates for justice.

Mothers and
Daughters: Passing
the Flame of Faith,
Hope, and Love for
an Enduring Legacy

What’s it all about?

Our Theme:
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As of this printing there are several
bridge closures in the area. Diane
Miller will provide directions through
the Conference E-news and district
presidents closer to the event. (Diane
Miller: 814-498-2308)

Directions:

The organized unit of UNITED
METHODIST WOMEN shall be a
community of women whose
PURPOSE is to know God and to
experience freedom as whole
persons through Jesus Christ; to
develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts
of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

Our PURPOSE

Oakland United Methodist Church
1431 State Route 428
Oil City, PA 16301

Saturday,
October 27, 2018

Annual Meeting

WPA Conference
United Methodist
Women

Jessica Tulloch
is a Western
Pennsylvania
native who
began
attending UMW
meetings as an
infant.

Ruth M. Smith Center is the National
Mission Institution in WPA.

In the United States, mission giving,
prayers and volunteer support
provides vital support for United
Methodist Women-related national
mission institutions.

National Mission
Institutions

Jessica is currently the Executive for
National Ministries at the UMW
national office, supporting our nearly
100 National Mission Institutions. She is
honored to be serving the
organization that reared her.

As a young adult, she participated in
a mission program that sent her to the
Philippines where she then lived for 12
years working for a human rights and
peace building ecumenical network.

Our Speaker:
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Ruth M. Smith Center

Saturday:
8:45
Registration
9:15
Presentations,
Keynote Speaker
Business Meeting
12:00
Lunch
1:00
Workshops and Communion
2:30
Dismissal

Lodging in the area if you wish to come
the night before: Quality Inn in Franklin,
Days Inn in Oil City or Cross Creek
Resort, outside Titusville. The church is
centrally located between the three.

Friday:

Our Time Together

#_____ Gluten Free

#_____ Vegetarian

Number of Special Meals:

Phone:

Contact Email:

Church:

Name(s):

By mail: Complete the following
and send a check payable to
Conference Oakland UMW to Patti
Thomas, 24 Glenwood Drive, Oil City.
PA 16301.

By Phone/Email: Leave a message
on Patti Thomas’s phone: 814-6776075 or email:
mrspthomas1961@gmail.com

Cost: $8 per person for lunch

Register early, but no later than
October 21. Gluten Free and
Vegetarian options available upon
request. Late registrations may need
to bring their own lunch!

Registration Information

Western PA Conference Proposed 2019 Budget
United Methodist Women
Western Pennsylvania Conference
Proposed 2019 A&MD Budget
Line Item

2017 Budget

Annual Conference
Annual Meeting
Audit
Bank Fees
Conference Newsletter
Conference Officers to District Meetings
Mission u Contribution
Mission u Registration
Contingency Fund
Delegate Exp.-CWU,AWN, Legislative,Racial Justice
Delegate Expenses- Ruth M. Smith Center
Delegate Expenses-Future General Conference
Directory
District A&MD Funds
District Officer Trainiing
Contribution-Children's Defense Fund
Contribution-Church Women United
Contribution-Deaconess Association
Contribution-Northeast Jurisdiction A&MD (1% of Pledge)
Contribution-Southern Poverty Law Center
Executive Committee CLT
Finance Committee
Gifts to Mission and Gifts in Memory
Mileage (non CLT)
Mission Event/Young Womens Event/Unstoppable
Mission Resource Mailings
Nominations
Office Equipment/Maintenance
Other Committees
Program Resources
Reading Program (Traveling Library)
Reserve for Future Events/Assembly-NEJ
Special Mission Recognition
Supplies ans Copies

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

125.00
1,500.00
500.00
100.00
1,000.00
500.00
2,000.00
12,000.00
250.00
700.00
100.00
200.00
150.00
38,751.50
500.00
50.00
250.00
250.00
1,600.00
100.00
1,500.00
200.00
100.00
100.00
4,000.00
200.00
100.00
200.00
100.00
700.00
250.00
3,000.00
300.00
300.00

$

100.00 $

100.00

TOTAL BUDGET

$

71,676.50 $

54,594.80 $

71,577.25

Proposed 2017
2019Western
WesternPennsylvania
PA UMW UMW
Pledge to UMW

$

$

160,000.00

Friend of UMW

160,000.00

Expenses
$
30.00
$
1,288.86
$
500.00
$
131.50
$
197.56
$
58.00
$
2,000.00
$
10,000.00

$

29,063.63

$
$
$
$
$
$

50.00
250.00
250.00
1,600.00
100.00
1,269.96

$

50.00

$

3,191.00
65.15

$

50.00

$
$
$
$

140.46
253.68
3,835.00
120.00

2018 Budget
$
125.00
$
1,500.00
$
500.00
$
100.00
$
750.00
$
500.00
$
2,000.00
$
12,000.00
$
250.00
$
700.00
$
100.00
$
200.00
$
150.00
$
38,752.25
$
500.00
$
50.00
$
250.00
$
250.00
$
1,600.00
$
100.00
$
1,500.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$
100.00
$
4,000.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$
700.00
$
200.00
$
3,000.00
$
400.00
$
300.00

2017

District's Pledge To Conference UMW 2017

As of July 1
Proposed
Expenses
2019 Budget
$
30.00 $
130.00
$
1,500.00
$
500.00 $
500.00
$
100.00
$
9.14 $
500.00
$
500.00
$
2,000.00
$ 12,000.00
$
250.00
$
700.00
$
100.00
$
200.00
$
150.00
$ 20,219.27 $ 37,959.00
$
500.00
$
50.00
$
250.00
$
250.00
$
1,500.00
$
100.00
$
640.69 $
1,500.00
$
200.00
$
100.00
$

$
$
$

4,000.00 $
$
$
$
$
232.00 $
203.43 $
3,600.00 $
$
$
$

100.00

$ 29,434.53 $

70,339.00

$ 150,000.00

2018

2019

2019

Butler
Connellsville
Erie/Meadville
Franklin
Greensburg
Indiana
Johnstown
Kane
Pittsburgh
Washington

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

21,000.00
27,000.00
21,000.00
30,000.00
26,000.00
30,500.00
15,500.00
10,000.00
30,000.00
20,000.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

20,000.00
27,000.00
21,000.00
28,000.00
26,000.00
28,000.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
30,000.00
20,000.00

TOTAL

$

231,000.00

$

225,000.00

4,000.00
200.00
100.00
200.00
100.00
700.00
200.00
3,000.00
400.00
300.00

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

15,225.00
27,000.00
21,000.00
26,500.00
23,000.00
28,000.00
15,000.00
10,000.00
25,000.00
20,000.00

$ 210,725.00
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We’re Not Cheap — Just Good Stewards
Trying to be good stewards and
connect in the best ways possible
with United Methodist women is
challenging. Our conference
mailing list contains over 500
people. Sending this newsletter
by mail is expensive. However,
many people prefer a "paper
copy" or are unable to easily use
the Internet. We are sending out
the Conference Communicator
digitally, and via snail mail for
those who don't want to receive it
digitally.
What do you prefer? Please call,
send a note by mail, or send an
email to Diane Miller or Linda
Thayer responding to the
following questions…

1. Do you wish to receive the
Conference UMW Newsletter
twice a year?
2. Are you willing to receive the
Conference Newsletter digitally?
E-mail Address?

Linda Thayer
197 Abel Heath Lane
Franklin, PA 16323
724-882-6174
lsthayer@gmail.com.

3. Do you prefer to receive a
paper copy in the mail?
Thank you…
Diane Miller
140 Boones Way
Kennerdell, PA 16374
814-498-2308
dianemiller2747@gmail.com.
Or
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