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It’s time to look inside yourself. It’s time for self care. Do you feel a pull towards mission? 
Do you feel driven to make a difference in your community? Maybe through a written 
letter, or maybe inviting a youth group to join your Bible Study? 
 
I hope this newsletter not only informs, but shows that God’s love is ever moving in all 
shapes and motions. Some may take it and run, while some will take it and kneel to pray. 
All options are okay. Because this is your journey. 
 
Be safe during this turbulent time, and always remember to stay positive and look up. 
 
God bless,  
Laramie Cowan, Communications Coordinator 
724-689-9000, laramie.cowan@gmail.com 
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As I sit here listening to the light rain falling outside it provides a calming and quieting 
influence for me in a time of doubt, stress, confusion and anxiety that each of us 
experiences in a different way. The rain is one way that God reminds us that he is always 
with us and provides for our needs. 
 
One of the ways I experience this time of mask wearing, social distancing and cancelations 
is a feeling of isolation and frustration as many of the things that I once considered a normal 
part of everyday life are now not possible. One of those things that has been put on hold is 
being able to gather as United Methodist Women units, districts and the conference. We 
have not been able to come together for meetings or fundraisers or even just to see each 
other in person. This is hard for us as we work to be “a creative, supportive fellowship”. How 
do we uphold each other and the work of United Methodist Women as a whole in the work 
we do to support women, children and youth here and around the world?  
 
These are not easy challenges. We need to be creative and willing try to do things in a way 
we have never done them before. Many of us have learned to “attend” worship, a meeting 
or a study virtually using something like Facebook or Zoom. We are challenged to move out 
of our comfort zones and learn new technology. This is easier for some than others and I 
know some of you struggle with internet access or at least reliable access to be able to 
participate in some of this. 
 
At the Conference level we have had to cancel our Mini-Mission u and Mission u. We 
struggled with what we would do about our Annual Meeting and did not make a final 
decision until very recently. We wanted very much to have an in person meeting that would 
offer us a chance to see our friends from around the Conference, worship and learn 
together as well as conduct our normal business meeting.  
 
As we have watched the ever-changing situation with Covid-19 and the government and 
CDC guidelines we have decided that we will not have our normal Annual Meeting but 
instead will provide this in a virtual format. We will have the virtual meeting on October 24th 
from 9:30 – 11:00 AM and will be offering two additional sessions in the afternoon. I hope 
that you or maybe a small group from your unit can join us. Registration for the event will be 
available online at wpaumc.org/UMWomen by September 1st. More information is 
available in a flyer included in newsletter.  
 
Conference UMW will continue to work to find ways to stay in communication with you and 
find ways to offer options for growth and involvement in coming months. We will find ways 
to work through the challenges of the pandemic; continue to improve our communications 
with you and to be “a creative supportive fellowship”. 
 
If I can help you in any way or answer questions please contact me by cell phone, text or 
email. 
 
Grace, peace and prayers, 
Linda Thayer, President 
724-882-6174, Lsthayer@gmail.com  

President’s Letter 
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Greetings!  
 
Who knew, when we chose the theme, Self Care, Soul Care and Caring for Others, for our 
upcoming Annual Meeting, on Saturday, October 24, how relevant it would be for such a time 
as this. 
 
Although we had hoped to meet in person, we feel that for the safety of everyone involved, 
we decided to move to a virtual platform.  We will host a 90 minute program (from 9:30-11 
a.m.) full of interesting and relevant content.  There will be no fee for this event. We 
encourage you to register online to participate, either individually or with a small group. 
 
After a welcome by our President Linda Thayer, Rev. Debra Flint, LSCW, of the Quiet Retreat 
Center, will lead us in a morning devotion and keynote presentation titled  “Self Care is not 
Selfish” . Linda will then present our business meeting, followed by a time of Worship led by 
Rev. Dr. Renee Mikell titled “Soul Care is Essential”. We will conclude with a Memorial 
Service for our members who have passed away this past year. 
 
You may also choose to participate in two afternoon interactive virtual sessions. You may 
register for one or both.  Debra Flint will discuss Trauma of the Brain. Linda Thayer will lead a 
conversation about the Future of United Methodist Women in Western PA. 
 
Can’t be with us on October 24? Look for these offerings to be posted on the WPA 
Conference UMW webpage, along with a number of videos and resources for “ways to care 
for others”. 
 
For more information and to register for the above, go to wpaumc.org/UMWomen 
beginning on September 1st.  
  
Do you know about  “Faith Talks”? Check out more ways to connect and to learn about 
United Methodist Women on the national website: unitedmethodistwomen.org for "Faith 
Talks" podcasts hosted by Jennifer Farmer. Learn about subjects such as Education Equity, 
Caring for the Body, Mass Incarceration, Pay Equity, Grief and more. 
 
Did you order your 2020-2021 United Methodist Women’s Program Book? “Knitted 
Together for God’s Good Work” offers many program ideas such as Caring for Each Other in 
Community, Righteousness Flows Like a Stream, The Gift of Mentoring, Knit Together 
Against Violence, Generous Hearts and Strong Threads and more. 
(https://www.umwmissionresources.org/) 
 
When planning your programs, please remember to also search the above mentioned 
website to look for resources relating to the current Initiatives – particularly those of The 
Criminalization of Communities of Color in the United States, as well as Climate Justice. 
 
We do hope that you can join us on October 24 and we look forward to seeing you in person 
at future UMW events. 
 
Sally Lewis, Vice President, 	412-498-7131, sally.lewis817@gmail.com  

Words From Our Vice President 
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I don’t know about you, but I’m really tired. I’m often frustrated, 
sometimes angry, occasionally fearful. I just want to go back to the way 
things were before the Pandemic – before the murder of George Floyd 

– before the death of John Lewis – before the bi-polar approach of all 
political decisions these days.  My spirit was more comfortably coasting 

along then, sometimes even optimistic, certainly not fully aware of how 
broken our society is – of how injustice is running rampant. How do I survive 

these terrible events?  What should I do? 
 
“God, Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; courage to change the 
things I can; and the wisdom to know the difference.”  That powerful prayer challenges me to 
stop, to meditate, to reflect personally and with others, and to do what I can. The Serenity 
Prayer and the Book of Proverbs are used by the authors of our Spiritual Growth study this 
year to help people become less anxious and find ways to cope. Finding Peace in an 
Anxious World, edited by Erin James Brown won’t be offered at Mission u because we won’t 
be having Mission u due to the pandemic.  But the book is so timely that one pastor (Lisa 
Grant) has offered it as a small group study at Edinboro UMC and now 39 participants from 
across the conference have taken the study with her. 
 
I’m soaking up the wisdom of the book and the facilitator. It feels so good to be studying with 
other Seekers, coming together virtually for 2-hour sessions (for four weeks) to share our 
insights and our journeys, finding some peace in a very anxious world. This is a study book 
I’ll keep coming back to.  Actually, Lisa is modeling how to conduct a zoom class, so after I 
complete her class, I intend putting the invitation out to others to join a class that I’ll facilitate.      
 
United Methodist Women have always worked to build supportive community – to check in 
on one another – to encourage one another – to study together – to keep the faith – to serve 
together.  During these troubled times, everything seems more difficult. We were comfortable 
with the ways we had our meetings and took care of each other. Now we have to “think 
outside the box.” How do we take care of each other when we are not supposed to meet 
together, or sing together, or eat together?  We get creative.   
 
You could pair up the women in your units.  (Don’t forget shut-ins.)  The pairs could decide a 
time for “check-in” daily (or weekly), with an agreed-upon time limit. With each conversation 
by phone (or Zoom or duo or Facetime) you find out something new about each other; or you 
share a favorite hymn or scripture; or you read together the Upper Room; or talk about when 
you saw God at work during your day. You could walk together, or meet in a park or on 
someone’s porch or lawn to work through a book. The point is to spend a month going 
deeper with each other. The next month, shuffle the groups so that you’re getting to know 
someone else. 
 
We can become closer and more connected; we can pray more intentionally; we can rely 
more on God’s strength and guidance; we can become better at supportive community. 
 
If I can assist you, let me know… 
 
Diane Miller, Conference Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
814-498-2308,  diane.miller2747@gmail.com  

Membership Nurture And Outreach 
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Sometimes I have a difficult time “witnessing” with words and after a conversation I ponder 
what was said and wish I had said something different. That being said, I am impressed with 
the witness some people make, even in death.  
 
In this newsletter is an article about a bequest that was made to the Ruth M Smith Center 
that came at a time when the Smith Center was in financial distress.  That bequest helped 
the Board of Directors cover some higher than normal insurance costs, pay off a line of 
credit, and recover an emergency fund invested with the United Methodist Foundation.   
 
The Smith Center is back on track thanks to the generosity of Pat and Don McFeely who 
supported its ministry after their mortal lives were over.  What an impressive witness those 
two people made with an inheritance! 
 
With a goal of $60 million dollars, United Methodist Women across the U.S. are supporting 
the future mission and ministries of our organization by growing a Legacy Fund.  This fund 
will ensure the ministry and mission of United Methodist Women in the future – including 
some support for nearly one hundred National Mission Institutions like the Ruth M Smith 
Center.    
 
We’re over half way to the goal.  Some women have become Legacy Builders by making a 
monthly gift of $18.69 or more to the Legacy Fund Endowment Campaign in honor of United 
Methodist Women’s 150 years in mission and its 150 years to come.   
 
Others have made the UMW Legacy Fund a beneficiary in their will.  If you have any 
questions about how to do this, contact the Development Office of UMW at 212-870-3705, 
or email the development officer of the Northeast Jurisdiction, Kenya Roberts:  
(kroberts@unitedmethodistwomen.org). 
 
Advocates for the Legacy Fund in WPA:   
 
Diane Miller (814-498-2308) 
Donna Burkhart (814-866-2781)  
Mary Hart (724-785-7976) 
Barb Hess (724-825-9514) 
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Are you getting tired of “sheltering in place”? Ready to DO something? 
 
Reading can be action. Learning new ways of thinking; new approaches to issues; new 
ideas. 
 
Racism screams in the news these days. What is White Privilege? There are many books to 
awaken our senses and some are found in our UMW Reading Program. 
 
How about Climate Justice? Our planet is still spinning out of control even though other 
topics are in the headlines. How have your responses to our Mother Earth changed 
because of what you've read? 
 
Human Trafficking continues to lurk in our byways and highways. It is much closer  to home 
-- Western Pennsylvania – than we realize or want to admit. 
 
What have you learned about the school-to-prison pipeline? What happens in communities 
where children don't have access to a good education? An education like yours? 
 
Immigration, bullying, poverty, fair wage, on and on go the possibilities for learning. 
 
Reading can broaden your interests and understanding during this time when so much is 
out of our control. 
 
High on your list of reading these days could be “Finding Peace in an Anxious World.” It can 
help us find the serenity to face all these issues that worry us daily. This collection of 
sermons based on the Serenity Prayer and Proverbs won't solve all the problems listed 
above but it can calm us and help us discern where God is calling us to action. 
 
There are several books available for nurturing our spiritual growth, especially in the ones 
offered in the 2019 Reading Program.  
 

Go to www.umwmissionresources.org to access 
books that are on the Reading Program. 
 
One way to broaden your reading opportunities for 
books is to have different women in your unit or 
circle each purchase a different book and after 
reading it she will then pass it to another woman. 
This creates a “traveling library”. 
 
Some of the issues of today are difficult to learn 
about. Some facts are hard to know. But God is 
faithful and as we expand our horizons, God's 
presence, God's way will guide us. 
 
Sara Nute Dickey, Spiritual Growth  
412-327-0122, sarich@aol.com  

Reading Program 2020 
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   Ruth M Smith Center   
   
               Personal Care Home Wish List 
 
      Personal products (men & women) 
 
Body wash (both men and women) 
Shampoo/Conditioner 
Shaving cream 
Disposable razors (men and women) 
Deodorant (men and women) 
Feminine hygiene products  
Fixodent / Poligrip 
Denture tab 
Mouthwash 
 
      Kitchen/Bath/Bedroom 
Individual snacks 
Ziplock bag 
Food storage containers (Plastic containers) 
Washcloth / Bath towels/ hand towels 
Bath mats (rubber for in shower) 
Shower curtains (heavy duty) 
Pillows & pillow protectors 
Twin Sheets 
Water proof Mattress pads 
Washable bed pads (34” x 34”) 
60” round, 90x60, 102x60, 60x84 tablecloths 
Cooling racks 
Silverware (especially spoons and forks) 
Toilet paper 
Paper towels 
Hypoallergenic laundry soap (Free & Clear) 
Regular Laundry Detergent 
Dryer sheets 
Shout stain remover 
 

Large items 
 

Folding chairs 
Storage shelving units    
Book shelves 
Recliners 
Floor lamps 
Twin mattresses 
Cushions for wicker furniture on the porch. 
     (2 chairs and 1 love seat.) 
 
7/2020 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 Miscellaneous/Office 
 
Batteries (AA, AAA, 9-volt) 
Copy paper 
Flash lights w/ batteries     
Dry ease markers/erasers 
Pictures for walls (appealing to males, outdoor 
scenes, Western) 
Extendable swiffer dusters for ceilings and fans 
Air freshner (Febreeze) 
Face masks 
 

Activities 
 

Acrylic paints / brushes 
Card stock (white or colored) 
Gel pens / Adult coloring books 
Activity learning books (grades pre-K – 4) 
Step 1 or pre-reading books 
Small glue sticks for hot glue guns 
Quilting materials – fabric and batting (72 x 80) 
Fabric Quarters 
Puzzles 
 
 
    

Daycare Wish List 
 
Play-doh or modeling clay 
Large toddler crayons 
Masking tape 
Air-fresheners 
Plastic containers 
Clear glue for making slime 
 

Miscellaneous 
 
Gift cards from Wal-Mart, Amazon, Dollar  
 General, Dollar Tree, etc.                                                                                              
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Throughout the pandemic, we would like to thank you for your continued support and 
prayers. We started hosting small teams as of June 1, and are following CDC guidelines.  
 
We require all volunteers to bring and wear their own masks, and we encourage people to 
wear masks even while carpooling - if not related. Teams of no more than 6 people are 
allowed to volunteer in the UMCOR verifying room, and 6 volunteers can serve in the ramp 
room. No more than teams of 10-12 can be with us on any day from 10-2. We are not 
currently accepting walk-in volunteers at this time.  
 
Please contact us at missionbarn@gmail.com to schedule your team.     
 
We are collecting hygiene and cleaning kits for UMCOR at this time. 
 
Keep your faith, stay safe and well. 
 
Katie Peterson, Deaconess, Missionary, Social Action Coordinator 
906-630-1519, ktpete@gmail.com  

The Mission Barn 

In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, 
remembering the words that the Lord Jesus himself said:  “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” (Acts 20:35) 

Modern science is slowly catching up with the words of our Savior and what Christians have 
known all along: Giving has a boomerang effect.  What we give comes back to us in joy and 
peace and other blessings. Studies have even shown that generosity can boost our immune 
systems and increase the endorphins in our brain that make us feel better. That said, God is 
likely even more pleased when we give to those in need as privately as possible, expecting 
no reward. 

Such a loving and generous spirit is personified by the late Pat and Don McFeely. This 
devoted Methodist couple lived most of their adult lives in Indiana, PA. 

McFeely Gift Impacts Smith Center 

Continued on next page 
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Don, a Korean War veteran, was a teacher in the 
public schools and at Indiana University of PA, 
where he was beloved by his many students.  Pat 
was valedictorian of her high school class, then was 
a secretary in the schools and an executive 
secretary for People’s Bank before becoming a full 
time housewife.  She loved learning and sought  to 
improve her knowledge through continuing 
education classes offered by IUP.  

The couple had a true passion for travel, especially 
enjoying cruises to such locales as China and 

Hawaii.  They loved to share their adventures with members of their congregations at Grace 
and Trinity United Methodist Churches. Both Pat and Don are remembered for their 
kindness, humor and  graciousness. 

 Ed Kennedy, a fellow congregation member at Trinity and current member of the Ruth M. 
Smith Center Board of Directors, recalls that Pat was always a meticulous dresser and 
would accent an outfit with a festive piece of jewelry or special scarf during holidays.  Betty 
Roberts, a former president of Indiana District United Methodist Women and 10-year board 
member of the Ruth M. Smith Center, said that Pat was generous to the center over the 
years despite the fact that she never got to Sheffield to visit the facility. 

News of the McFeely’s generous $152,000 bequest to the Ruth M. Smith Center was made 
known in 2019, a financially challenging year for the center.  The unrestricted bequest made 
it possible to restore reserves that had been depleted, pay off a line of credit and pay for 
professional and liability insurance. It literally rescued the center from financial distress. 

The McFeelys had a heart for mission and their legacy plays a major role in allowing care 
for children, the elderly, and physically and intellectually challenged adults to continue. 

Through their bequest, even after their passing, the McFeelys continue to witness and make 
a difference in the lives of others.  Please prayerfully consider donating  or making a 
planned gift in your will to the Ruth M. Smith Center, which has been ministering to 
thousands of people in need since 1922. 

Today the Ruth M. Smith Center is a ministry in partnership with the United Methodist 
Women National Organization, United Methodist churches, UMW in Western PA, churches 
of other denominations and individuals.  Its Western PA Conference UMC Advanced 
Special number is #0011007.  The center is a 501(c)(3) organization and a United Fund 
Member Agency. 

Online donations can be made at https://www.ruthmsmithcenter.org/support.  

Contact the Smith Center at: 407 South Main Street, PO Box 576, Sheffield, PA  16347,  
RMSC@westpa.net, 814-968-3238. 

Mission Ambassador Sandy McKee 



 11 

What are UMW’s Social Justice Priorities for the 2021-2024 Quadrennium? 

o Climate Justice, with a particular focus on Just Energy 4 All campaign 

o Mass Incarceration/ Criminalization of Communities of Color, with a 
particular focus on Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline campaign 

 Why are we only doing two priorities? What about Maternal Health and Economic 
Justice? 

As we move forward in this moment, we do so with a great sense of 
intention and discernment. To be impactful, we are constantly assessing 
what is needed in this moment and where our strengths lie. Reducing 
the number of priority issues for this quadrennium enables us to focus 

the resources and time of members and national staff, go deeper into 
each of the issues we’re engaging, and develop stronger local and 

national partnerships in these areas. 

In this time of diminishing resources, this kind of focus makes us more effective to have 
greater impact for good. As we wind down our work on Maternal and Child Health and 
Economic Justice/Living Wage by year end, we are confident that the organizations we’ve 
partnered with over the past quadrennium will continue to advance justice and equity in 
these areas.  Resources on these issues will continue to be available on the United 
Methodist Women website through 2022 for use by members. 

Priority work on Mass Incarceration/Criminalization of Communities of Color and on Climate 
Justice will continue to explore the economic justice and women’s health implications in 
these areas. 

What about our work on gender equity and racial justice? 

United Methodist Women is a women’s mission organization whose founding and 
subsequent work evidenced the efficacy of women to lead, achieve, and answer God’s 
calling in a time when women’s role in church and society were stymied. Gender justice 
and women’s leadership development are part of United Methodist 
Women’s core commitments and will always be a key component of 
our work. 

Likewise, United Methodist Women has a long-standing commitment 
to eradicating racism. We began this work over 100 years ago and 
regularly re-commit to anti-racist work to dismantle structural racism. 
We know that all people are beloved in God’s eyes, and until they are 
loved in the eyes of all, our work persists. 

2021-2024 UMW Social Justice Priorities 

Continued on next page 
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From the UMW National Office came this statement a couple of months ago:  
 
"This year’s census reflected a smaller group of reporting units." NOT SO with Western 
PA. The diligence and persistence of local units and districts provided a more complete 
picture of WPA units than we've ever had before. Thank you!   
 
Last year the final report for WPA had 141 units submitting their census information. This 
year we have 187 submissions. Even with some units becoming inactive, that's a significant 
increase. Thank you! 
 
From the Membership office in NY I learned the following: 
 

• October is when the 2020 census link will be 
activated on the UMW website 
(https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/).   
Please help us as a conference to be as successful 
reporting 2020 as we were reporting 2019. 
 

• They would also like new and current 
members to complete an individual registration 
(same website). If women have already completed 
their personal member registration, they don't have 
to do this again. 

 
My preference would be to have women complete the census as soon as possible after 
January 1. We're trying to count members for the whole year of 2020. We really don't have 
accurate numbers without factoring in what happens the last three months of the year. 
 
Let me know how I can assist you.   
 
Diane Miller 
Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator 
814-498-2308, diane.miller2747@gmail.com  

The Census – Good Job! 

Recent videos of extrajudicial killings of George Floyd and other people of color has forced 
the church and the nation to confront the inequities in law enforcement and institutional 
racism. Our work on Mass Incarceration/ Criminalization of Communities of Color and the 
Interrupting the School to Prison Pipeline campaign, and Climate Justice are most important 
at this time.  

Our work on these issues consistently reveals the intersections with gender inequity, racial 
and economic injustice, placing us in a unique position to lead as the nation assesses the 
role of systemic racism. 

Katie Peterson, Social Action Coordinator, (906) 630-1519, Ktpete@gmail.com 
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Soul Care, 

      Self Care, 

 Caring for Others 

Western PA Conference United Methodist Women 
Virtual Annual Meeting 

Saturday, October 24, 2020, 9:30-11 am 
 Webinar Hosted by Linda Thayer, President

Keynote Presentation
There’s Nothing Selfish about Self Care   

Rev. Debra Flint, LCSW, The Quiet Retreat Center

Worship and Memorial Service
Soul Care is Essential 
 Rev. Dr. Renee Mikell

Afternoon Virtual Sessions 
12 pm: Trauma and the Brain                 Rev. Debra Flint
1 pm: The Future of United Methodist Women in Western PA

Linda Thayer 

Register at www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen
You'll also find Caring for Others videos and resources there.

Although we looked forward to gathering in person in October, for the safety of all, the 
Conference UMW Leadership eam made the difficult decision to move to a virtual format. We 
hope you will join us either individually or with a small group for this inspiring day! We look forward 
to seeing you in person at future United Methodist Women events.  
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Soul Care, 

      Self Care, 

 Caring for Others 

Western PA Conference United Methodist Women 
Please join us for our  

Virtual Annual Meeting 
Saturday, October 24, 2020, 9:30-11 am 

Hosted by Linda Thayer, WPA Conference UMW President 

Keynote Presentation  
Rev. Debra Flint, LCSW, The Quiet Retreat Center

“There’s Nothing Selfish about Self Care” 

Worship and  Memorial Service led by 
Rev. Dr. Renee Mikell, “Soul Care is Essential” 

Plus, Two afternoon virtual Sessions: 
12 pm, “Trauma and the Brain,” Rev. Debra Flint 

1 pm, Looking Forward: The Future of United Methodist 
Women in Western PA, Linda Thayer 

 To Register for this Zoom Webinar,  
as well as a place to find videos and resources for 

“ways to care for others”, 
go to www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen 

We were looking forward to seeing all of you in person this October. For the safety of 
all,  we have made the difficult decision to move to this new format. We hope that you 

will join us either individually or gather as a small group  for this inspiring day! We 
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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 
UMW VIRTUAL ANNUAL MEETING 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
 
We want to honor our sisters in United Methodist 
Women who have entered the church triumphant 
between October 10, 2019 and September 15, 

2020.   
We will use the information that you supply to prepare a PowerPoint 
presentation containing all the names and those names will also be 
included in the minutes of the Annual Meeting so that they will be 
recognized going forward as being members of our sisterhood. Please 
complete the form below for each person and return it by September 22, 
2020 to: 
 
Linda S. Thayer 
197 Abel Health Lane    or email at: Lsthayer@gmail.com 
Franklin, PA 16323  
 
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
District: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Unit/Church: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
District: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Unit/Church: ________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________ 
 
District: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Unit/Church: ________________________________________________ 
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Voting Instructions for 2020 Western Pennsylvania Conference United Methodist 
Women Annual Meeting 

 

We are holding our Annual Meeting this year as a virtual event. In order to facilitate the largest 
number of participants in the voting portion of our meeting we have mailed the Proposed Slate of 
Officers, a Nomination from the Floor Form and our Proposed Budget. We ask that you submit either 
the printed form or email your vote to Joan Bradley at 196 Wallingford Dr., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 or 
Ogremtb@aol.com . 

To make this process as easy as possible you may just check the items that you approve as 
presented below. If you wish to nominate someone for a vacant office or to suggest an additional 
nominee for the three officers that are being elected this year please complete the Nomination from 
the Floor Form. If you are emailing your vote or Nominations Form please make sure that you include 
all the information that is requested. Joan must receive your Nominations from the Floor form by 
September 15th and your vote no later than October 1st to be counted. 

 

 

_____ I vote in favor of the 2021 Proposed Slate of Officers of the Western Pennsylvania Conference 
United Methodist Women. 

 

_____ I vote in favor of the 2021 Proposed Budget of the Western Pennsylvania Conference United 
Methodist Women. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/ Zip: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ___________________________ Email: ______________________________________ 

 

District: __________________________________ Church: ____________________________________ 
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Western Pennsylvania Conference United Methodist Women  
Form for Nominations from the Floor  

2020 Annual Meeting 
Submission Deadline: September 15, 2020 

 
The United Methodist Women’s bylaws allow for nominations from the floor. Please use this form for 
nominations from the floor for this year’s extraordinary virtual meeting and election. If you want to nominate 
for more than one office you must complete a form for each. 
 
All nominations from the floor must be received September 15, 2020. 
 
If you have questions, contact Joan Bradley, Committee on Nominations Chair, at 412-364-1609 or 
Ogremtb@aol.com. 
 

1. For which office is your nomination? 
 

o _____  Vice President  
 

o _____  Secretary  
 

o _____  Mission Education & Interpretation Coordinator  
 

o _____ Spiritual Growth Coordinator 
 

o _____  Secretary of Program Resources  
 

o _____  Communications Coordinator  
 

o _____  Committee on Nominations  
 

o _____  Bradley Mission Fund Committee  
 

o _____  Committee for Racial Justice  
 

 
 

2. Nominee’s Contact Information 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
City,State: 
 
Zip Code: 
 
Email Address: 

 
Home Phone Number: 
 
Cell Phone Number: 
 
Work Phone Number: 
If the nominee does not have a number requested, or it is unknown, please enter “NONE” in the 
space. 

 

Continued on next page 
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3. Please circle the title/prefix the nominee prefers to use when being addressed? 
o Ms. 
o Mrs. 
o Rev. 
o Dr. 
o Other (please specify) 

 
4. Please circle the age range of the nominee. 

o 18-30 years 
o 31-40 years 
o 41-50 years 
o 51-65 years 
o 66-70 years 
o 71 and over 

 
5. Please circle the ethnicity/race of the nominee. Choose all that apply. 

o African 
o African-American or Black 
o Asian-American or Asian 
o Caribbean 
o Caucasian or White 
o Hispanic or Latina 
o Hmong 
o Native American 
o Pacific Islander 
o Please write in your own preferred description 

 
Nominator Information 
 
Please let us know who you are. 
 

6. Nominator Contact Information 
 
Name: 
 
Address: 
 
City/Town: 
 
State and Zip Code: 
 
Email Address: 
 
Phone Number: 

 
7. Please identify the District and local church to which the nominee belongs. 

 
District: 
 
Local Church: 
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Western	Pennsylvania	Conference	United	Methodist	Women	
2021	Leadership	Team	Proposed	Slate	of	Officers	

	

	 * Indicates to be elected               TBN – To be Nominated  

President 
 
 

Linda Thayer 
197 Abel Heath Lane 
Franklin, PA 16323 

724-882-6174                                            1st year. 
Lsthayer@gmail.com                                2nd term 

Vice-President TBN  
Secretary TBN  
Treasurer Linda Murdock 

15393 State Route 285 
Conneaut Lake, PA 16316 

814-382-3877 (H)                                       2nd year 
814-720-0573 (C)                                       1st term 
Lindalmurdock@gmail.com 
 

MISSION COORDINATORS 

Education & Interpretation TBN  
Social Action Katie Peterson 

716 Neal St. 
New Castle, PA  16101 

906-630-1519                 1st year 
Ktpete@gmail.com        2nd term 
 

Membership Nurture and 
Outreach 

Diane Miller 
140 Boone’s Way 
Kennerdell, PA 16374 

814-498-2308 (H)           1st year 
814-706-9357 (C)          2nd term 
Diane.miller2747@gmail.com 

Spiritual Growth Sara Nute Dickey* 
611 Friendship Circle 
Pittsburgh, PA 15241 

412-327-0122                 1st year 
Sarich@aol.com             1st term 
 

 

OTHER Officers  

Secretary of Program 
Resources 

TBN  

Communications Coordinator TBN   
 

Dean of Mission u Kathy Gordon 
770 Grandview Road 
Ellwood City, PA 16117 

412-427-0529 (C) 
Kjgordon@zoominternet.net 
 

Assistant Dean  
of Mission u              

TBA  

 
WPA CONFERENCE OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

 Class of 2021                                         Joan Bradley (Chair) 
196 Wallingford Dr. 
Pittsburgh, PA 15237 

412-364-1609 
Ogremtb@aol.com 

Class of 2022 Mary Hart 
226 Malden Road 
Brownsville, PA 15417 

724-785-7976 (H) 
724-263-2090 (C) 
Twoharts2@icloud.com 

Class of 2023 Maureen Coon* 
2107 Coventry Dr. 
Allison Park, PA  15101 

412-492-0376 (H) 
412-334-5990 (C) 
Maureencoon@verizon.net 
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ELIZABETH A. BRADLEY MISSION FUND COMMITTEE 

Class of 2021 Susan Roboski (Chair) 
1623 Lillibridge Road 
Port Alleghany, PA 16743 

814-642-7940 
Susan.spirithouse@gmail.com 

Class of 2023                                     Joan Bright* 
463 Edwards Street 
Johnstown, PA 15905 

814-262-5120 (C) 
814-255-5079 (H) 
Joanbright07@gmail.com 

Class of 2024 Patti Thomas 
24 Glenwood Drive 
Oil City, PA 16301TBN 

814-677-6075 
Mrspthomas1961@gmail.com 

By Virtue of Their Office 

President Linda Thayer  
Treasurer Linda Murdock  
Education and Interpretation TBN  
Nominations Chair Joan Bradley  

 

COMMITTEE ON THE CHARTER FOR RACIAL JUSTICE 

Class of 2021 TBN  
Class of 2022 TBN  
Class of 2022 Ruth Soko 

614 Second St. 
California, PA 15419 

(323) 994-8165 
ruci.soko@gmail.com, 

District President TBN  
 

By Virtue of Their Office 

President (Chair) Linda Thayer  
Social Action Katie Peterson  
Nominations Chair Joan Bradley  

 

 

 
 
 

Western PA UMW Website 
 

https://www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen 

@WPaUMWomen 

@wpaumw 

Western PA UMW Stories 
 

https://www.wpaumc.org/umwBlogs  
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Trying to be good stewards and 
connect in the best ways possible 
with United Methodist women is 
challenging. Our conference 
mailing list contains over 500 
people. Sending this newsletter 
by mail is expensive. However, 
many people prefer a "paper 
copy" or are unable to easily use 
the Internet. We are sending out 
the Conference Communicator 
digitally, and via snail mail for 
those who don't want to receive it 
digitally. 
 
What do you prefer? Please call, 
send a note by mail, or send an 
email to Linda Thayer or Patti 
Thomas responding to the 
following questions… 

1. Do you wish to receive the 
Conference UMW Newsletter 
twice a year?  
 
2. Are you willing to receive the 
Conference Newsletter digitally? 
E-mail Address?  
 
3. Do you prefer to receive a 
paper copy in the mail?  
 
Thank you…  

Linda Thayer  
197 Abel Heath Lane  
Franklin, PA 16323  
724-882-6174 
lsthayer@gmail.com.   
 
Patti Thomas 
24 Glenwood Dr. 
Oil City, PA 16301 
814-671-7234 
mrspthomas1961@gmail.com 

We’re Not Cheap — Just Good Stewards 

Conference Communicator  
Oakland United Methodist Church  
1431 State Route 428  
Oil City, PA 16301  
(814) 676-0959  
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  
 
Fall 2020 

Non-Profit 

Organization 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Cooperstown, PA 

URGENT- TIME SENSITIVE  


