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Upcoming Events to Remember
Domestic Violence Summit
October 7, 2017

UMW ASSEMBLY
May 17-20, 2018

Conference Annual Meeting
October 28, 2017

Unstoppable
TBD

mini Mission u
April 15-17, 2018

Mission u
July 12-15, 2018
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President: Through the Year – Good Job UMW
We live in a period of Changing Times. We all know that change is stressful, both for the church and for
UMW. It’s not helpful when we have voices providing incorrect or twisted information. If you’ve got questions
or concerns about UMW, connect with me. Let me get accurate information for you. Need a speaker for a
church gathering or UMW program – especially Programs focusing on Women Organized for Mission or The
Legacy Fund? Invite me (814-498-2308 or diane.miller2747@gmail.com), or check out the Speakers List on
our webpage (http://www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen).
United Methodist Women equip and empower women and girls. Conference UMW has provided grants and
mentoring to the young women of WPA who call themselves “unstoppable.” We are particularly pleased that
two of those young women have become active at the national and conference levels of UMW. Denise Nicole
Stone and Laramie Cowan are both in college, and juggle part time jobs,
college, and UMW commitments.
When Denise Nicole Stone was elected Director last year at age 19, she
became the youngest member of the newly structured 25-member UMW
National Board. What an honor!
Laramie Cowan has taken on the job of Conference Communications
Coordinator for WPA UMW. Laramie is mentoring and teaching her UMW
elders about social media and modern communications techniques.
Our PURPOSE affirms how important it is “to
know God.” Annually UMW develops a
Spiritual Growth Mission Study, offered at
Mission u and mini Mission u, and used by
many individuals and local organizations. Pastors – consider offering this as
a “Bible Study” for your congregations. I hope to see some of you at Olmsted
Manor for mini Mission u April 15-17.
As we think about expanding concepts of mission (also a part of our
PURPOSE), consider this. The church would be in a bad place without the
local UMW organizations. As each community and United Methodist church
is unique, so each UMW local organization finds unique ways to serve within
a local context, and globally. In response to a request from the wife of the
Bishop of Zimbabwe, last year local organizations in WPA gave $1808 to the
Early Childhood Development Hartnell School in Old Mutare Zimbabwe.
Using Bradley Fund money, the Conference UMW provided $49,100 in grants
this year – to 7 local outreach ministries, the Ruth M Smith Center, Mission u, the Mission Ambassador
Program, and scholarships.
Local organizations added to what the Bradley Fund provides so Conference UMW can provide Scholarship
Grants, given twice a year to students preparing for full time Christian Service. We recently awarded $500 to
Jessica Kennedy, in Seminary in Asbury.
Individual United Methodist Women and local organizations understand the call to serve globally. Their yearly
pledge to mission enables district and conference events, and incredible global outreach. Last year our
Conference Pledge to Mission was $160,000. We actually gave nearly $175,000 and that doesn’t include
donations to the Legacy Fund and designated gifts of over $20,000).
Often in my prayers I give thanks for the sisterhood of United Methodist Women. Through them I have grown
spiritually and intellectually, and my leadership skills continue to expand. I am a work in progress. United
Methodist Women don’t always agree, but we walk alongside each other and struggle with complex issues and
decisions together. We have each other’s backs.
– Diane Miller/President, diane.miller2747@gmail.com
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Vice President: Assembly Details
Now is the time to start thinking about making plans for the Spring Assembly in Columbus, OH on May 17-20,
2018. The theme is “The Power of Bold: Faith, Hope and Love in Action.” Please discuss it at your District
gatherings as well as in your local church. The UMW Assembly is an amazing opportunity to become an
inspired woman of faith! Our goal is to have at least 60 women attend!
The Assembly website describes it like this: “United Methodist Women Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship,
it is also an opportunity to empower faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities.
Through moving worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and town hallstyle meetings, members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage and determination to change the
world as part of a daring and compassionate 150 year-old movement. “
We are fortunate to have the Assembly within a half-day drive. We will arrange carpools from the various
districts once we have the names of everyone who registered. We will also all stay in the same hotel,
Hampton Inn. It has a shuttle to the Convention Center and we will have our cars to use as needed. Please
complete the attached form and email or mail to the address listed. We will finalize arrangements next
Spring.
It is important to register between September 1 and November 30 in order to get the early bird pricing: $295;
after November 30 the price goes to $330…so do it early! Everyone should register as an individual noting
Western Pennsylvania as our Conference.
Your hotel and travel have been reserved now, but will be paid for during the event. Cost of the hotel is
around $140-150 per night divided by the number of people in your room. You can ask to room with someone
on our registration form, or you will be assigned someone. We will share the gas costs with our drivers and
will have 5-7 meals to cover, too. Start saving now!
An additional day of service is being offered on Thursday, May 17, beginning at 9 am. If you are interested in
doing it, we will arrange for a car to leave on Wednesday, May 16, and stay overnight in the Columbus area.
There is an additional fee for the service day, cost for meals, and hotel for an extra night. Please note on our
registration forms if you signed up for the extra day. All of the other cars will arrive in time for the late
afternoon “action” on Thursday, May 17.
Complete details can be found on the UMW Assembly website: https://umwassembly.org/share/ Help us reach
our goal to get as many women as we can to attend…please help others get excited about going and make
plans now to attend! It’s going to be a great event! Please contact me if you have any questions.
faithgeer@gmail.com, 412-334-7615.

Education and Interpretation: New Contact Information
All correspondence concerning Mission Today Certificates, Mission Study Certificates, or Christian Education
Scholarships should be sent to Sharon F. Stollings.
660 Calvin Court Meadville, PA 16335 814-332-9306 sharonfquilter@gmail.com
Please note that this is a change of address, phone number, and email.

– Sharon F. Stollings/ Coordinator for Education and Interpretation
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Secretary: What’s our Legacy?
As secretaries, we are responsible for filing and storing minutes, programs and correspondence for our
organization regardless of whether we are on the local, district or conference level. Many of us may wonder
why we need to do this. In addition to be the legal record of the organization these
documents are also the history of our organization.
As we work toward the celebration of 150 years as United Methodist Women and its
predecessor organizations I challenge you to work with your group and write your own
history – discover your own legacy.
How do you start? I would suggest the beginning. When was your organization
founded? Many of our local organizations have a very long and interesting history.
Even if you are a new organization you have a story to tell. What have you done over
the years? Look for highlights. Who have you helped with funding or donations of
items? Have you hosted any larger meetings such as District or Conference? Have
you had members attend Conference Annual Meeting on a regular basis? What about
Mission u (School of Mission)? Have you helped the Ruth M. Smith Center?
These are just some suggestions for how to get started. If you are interested in putting this together for your
organization there is a resource available on the National United Methodist Women website
(http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/livingtimeline) Take a look and have some fun!
– Linda Thayer/Secretary, Lsthayer@gmail.com

Treasurer: Thanks
In this Conference Newsletter is the 2018 Proposed Budget, to be voted on at Conference Annual
Meeting.
As Conference UMW we are still a far from making our 2017 Pledge to Mission of $160,000.00, but
the majority of the Pledge usually comes in at the end of the year. Thank you all for using the proper
forms for your remittances. I have received many ‘Thank You’ notes from different mission projects
(Red Bird, McCurdy School, Henderson Settlement, Ruth M Smith Center, and more) for your
donations to them. I will send out the last A&MD payment to all district treasurers by the end of
September or early October, with a note about getting last minute donations to me by early
December
Thank you for a successful year. Call or e-mail me with any questions…
Donna Nelson/Treasurer, 509 Dawson St., Kane, PA 16735, 814-837-8199 or dncakes@yahoo.com

Don Bloomster: Friend of United Methodist Women Award
The 2nd annual "Friend of United Methodist Women" award goes to The Rev. Don
Bloomster, retired pastor living in Marienville. Husbands of UMW presidents are
called on to be long-suffering, supportive partners in ministry, mission and
advocacy. They often provide encouragement behind the scenes and endure the
absence of their spouse when she is out and about carrying out her duties. This was
the case years ago when Shirley Bloomster was president of the Conference United
Methodist Women. Don continues to support the United Methodist Women as
current president of the Board of Ruth M Smith Center, a National Mission Institution
owned by United Methodist Women. As a spouse, a pastor, and now the president
of the board, Don Bloomster is a true friend of United Methodist Women.
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Membership Nurture & Outreach: Census Reminder
Last year we started out great with the census; however, we ended up with sad results. Many units
were underrepresented or not represented at all. This year we need to get the word out to all the
local organizations. Women can go to the national web site and enter their information directly
(same as last year). There are NO PAPER FORMS and the old forms do not contain enough
information for the web based program to work. Specific information (church address, phone
number and email) is required for each local organization). If interested, each woman can also visit
the website, enter her own personal information and print a membership card. She can choose not
to receive emails/additional information – and one email address can be used for many women in
groups that do not have or use the computer. This allows the group to receive important info. Don’t
give up! Contact your District Membership Nurture and Outreach Coordinator or Conference MNO
Trish Beers (plbeers@gmail.com) with questions or requests for training.

Mission Resources: The Reading List Challenge
The Reading Program continues to be focused on “supporting members
as they engage in critical thinking about current issues, learn more
about mission work, and deepen their spirituality”. Some books grab
our immediate interest, others pull us out of our comfort zone, but as we
participate in the Program and read titles in each category we come to
realize this is a way we can more fully understand the Purpose of the
United Methodist Women. The books in the Program are selected and
reviewed by the Reading Program Committee and member evaluators,
in other words, our peers. If you have never participated in the Reading
Program, make a commitment to give it a try! If you already are a
participant, encourage others!
One of the books that touched, inspired, and left me in awe of a truly remarkable
human being was Called to the Fire by Chet Bush. It is on the 2017 Reading
Program List. Dottie Super, Erie-Meadville District President, recommended it to me.
She said, “You have got to read this book! It is one of the best.” I thought okay, I will.
Dottie was right.
Called to the Fire is the story of Dr. Charles Johnson, a witness for God in
Mississippi. After Dr. Johnson graduated at the top of his class from Nazarene Bible
College he was appointed to Fitkins Memorial Church in Meridian, MS---much to his
surprise, anger, hurt and feelings of betrayal; because he had dreamed of ministering
to a financially self-sustaining progressive church in California. Through his tears he surrendered his will to
the will of God and told God he would go to Meridian. At that moment, he felt God’s presence and joy
replaced his negative feelings. The Fitkins congregation of three adults and ten youth struggling to survive on
district mission money warmly welcomed him, but the same could not be said for most of the Meridian
community. Charles found himself confronted by adversity and in the midst of tragedy---the July 21, 1964
murder of three civil rights activists. Although he did not plan to become a community activist, he became a
leader in the Civil Rights Movement. He was skilled in resolving tensions and his advice was sought after by
many, including a US President. In1972 he turned his full attention to building relationships and evangelizing
in Meridian. Not only did he grow his congregation with his energy and commitment “to help the whole man”,
he has led them to plan a future Church expansion. (See the sign in the photo). Meridian has changed too.
Now there is a street named “Dr. Charles Johnson Avenue”, which made it easy to find the Church when my
husband and I visited there this past summer and were welcomed with open arms!
Called to the Fire is the story of a man who wanted to answer God’s call and knew that “in order to be called to
the fire one must first be called by the Fire.”
– Mary Hart/Secretary of Program Resources, twoharts2@icloud.com
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Communications Coordinator: Where We Are Going
Greetings from the UMW Conference Communications Coordinator!
John 9:4 says, “We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, when no one can
work.” My first thought to that scripture is that I don’t think the author realized how often I spent my nights
trying to figure out how to write this article. All jokes aside, this scripture reminds us that we should be serving
God with our own unique gifts. However that may be, whether it is a church community day, collecting for the
food bank or helping the homeless, we all have a part to do on this earth.
Even though I haven’t been involved with the United Methodist Women for long, I can see that we are involved
in some miraculous deeds. Going to Annual Conference, Mission u and Unstoppable has shown me the
greatness of the UMW and how hard everyone tries to make a change in this world. When I told Diane Miller
that I was interested in being a part of the UMW, I knew that I could put my own skills to use. Part of my job as
the communications coordinator for the Western PA Conference UMW is to document these events. And
that’s where you, the reader, come in.
How great would it be if we document each UMW event that goes on in everyone’s local church. I want to
make it known that your local UMW raised money for a homeless shelter or that your spaghetti dinner was a
major success and someone had a change of heart because of a simple conversation. When things like this
happen in your own UMW meeting, let me know! Send me an email or post it on our Facebook page.
Experiences are great, and pictures that go with them make it even better! It is my goal to have so many
pictures coming my way that I have to create an Instagram account to post at least one picture a day.
I’m grateful that I have been able to work with so many wonderful United Methodist Women over the past
couple of years and just recently when I took on this Western Pa Conference role. I look forward to working
with you all in the future as well!
To stay up-to-date with
everything going on in our
conference, please follow
us on Facebook, which will
look like this once you find
our page, follow us on
Twitter and never hesitate
to send me an email when
you have questions.
Facebook: @wpaumw
Twitter: @WPaUMWomen

– Laramie Cowan/Communications Coordinator, l.cowan@setonhill.edu

Save the Date: mini Mission u

The third annual mini Mission u: April 15-17,
2018 at Olmsted Manor Retreat Center.
Leader: The Rev Lisa Grant.
Theme: “Living as a Covenant Community”
Brochure and registration information will
appear on the Olmsted website
(http://www.olmstedmanor.org/events.html)
7

Conference Communicator

Elizabeth A. Bradley Mission Fund
NEWS! The application for the Elizabeth A. Bradley Mission Fund grant has been updated. If your
organization or church plans to apply for the grant due November 1, please go to the WPA UMC Conference
website to download the new application: http://www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen Look for EAB Grant Packet
2017 for the updated version.
If you don’t know about the Elizabeth A. Bradley Mission Grant, then I wholly encourage you to visit the
Conference website above to find out more.
There are 3 sections to the grant process:
• EAB criteria
• EAB grant application
• EAB evaluation
Be sure to read all sections carefully. The Committee has made some important changes to try to make the
application process a bit easier. A new checklist has been added to ensure all required information has been
attached. Also, all three sections have been consolidated into one document for your convenience. A PDF
version and a Word version have been provided.
Thank you to all of the members of the EAB Mission Fund Committee for your dedication to ensure that these
funds are distributed in the best way possible. The EAB grant has been awarded to many deserving
organizations that do God’s work for women, children, and youth in western Pennsylvania. It’s a good thing!
Proverbs 16: 3
Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans.
Please contact Valerie Sesler if you are unable to go online and print the Bradley Fund Application.
– Valerie Sesler/ Chair, horse40@verizon.net or 724-437-5987

Mission u 2017: Overview
This was my first time attending Mission u. I knew the campus and some of the people because I had
attended Unstoppable in previous years though. Because of the different location and date of Unstoppable, I
took this opportunity to come to Mission u. I came with my mother to learn and grow with other United
Methodist women and men. Missionary Conferences was an area I wasn’t familiar with and was excited to
learn about the different areas.
Each class, session and presentation was informative and a lot of discussions took place. It was a wonderful
experience to be in that kind of environment with fellowship and worship. The worship services were
energetic and spiritual, with innovative ways to perform music. Bishop Moore-Koikoi spoke vibrantly and the
discussions on the many covenants were thorough and intriguing.
I think the biggest “take away” I got from Mission u was the drive to know more. I look at the Bible as a
wonderful read and I want to read. The UMW WPA Conference has taught me that the information about the
group, the issues we care about and God are plentiful and overwhelming! My biggest problem is trying to
figure out what to read and study first. Coming to Mission u has only helped my urge for more materials.
It is my hope that others from Mission u feel the same fullness I feel when experiencing this yearly event.
The power and spirit found in this group is strong and it’s something that needs to be shared with others. My
advice to everyone is to attend the next Mission u on July 12-15, 2018. I encourage everyone to invite
friends and family members. Those who have attended before and newcomers will no doubt enjoy the
topics, worship and fellowship with other UMW members. And I personally hope to see you there!
– Laramie Cowan/Communications Coordinator, l.cowan@setonhill.edu
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Advocacy and Education for Racial Justice
A couple of years ago I prepared to attend a UMW Jurisdiction event, which focused on the Charter for Racial
Justice. The thought crossed my mind, “Been there, done that.” Boy was I wrong. That training was just the
beginning of awakening my awareness. As I examine my own unconscious biases I also see a society filled
with bigotry and hateful actions against others – those who are in the minority, those with a different skin color,
different religion, different sexual orientation. The words, “institutional” and “implicit” are being used and
defined in uncomfortable ways. I am troubled. United Methodist Women provides us with an array of
resources, to sensitize and educate; a sisterhood to work with; and an arena in which to serve. More than ever
we need to address the injustice of racism, often unnamed, but real.
United Methodist Women have fought this battle for years. They changed the site of the first Assembly from St
Louis to Columbus because women of color could not stay in the same hotel with their white sisters. They
created the Charter for Racial Justice and then got that Charter affirmed by General Conference in 1980.
Living the Charter is a biblical issue, a leadership issue, and a community issue. Learn more specifics and
order free copies at this website: http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/racialjusticecharter.
Challenge – as you set up your programs for local organizations and districts for 2018, do something to
sensitize, inform and help your members to grow in their awareness and advocacy for racial justice. From
human trafficking to immigration, from mass incarceration to black lives matter – there are enough justice
issues to work on for a lifetime.
• Study the Charter for Racial Justice together – then brainstorm what you can do, individually and
corporately.
• For a multitude of resources and ideas, check out Tools for Leaders: Resources for Racial Justice
(http://www.umwmissionresources.org/pdfs/racialjustice2012.pdf).
• Invite a speaker from the UMW Speaker’s List found on our website:
http://www.wpaumc.org/UMWomen
Let me know about your programs and speakers, and the actions you are doing.
– Diane Miller/President, diane.miller2747@gmail.com.

The Future of Unstoppable
Unstoppable seeks to be directed by the interests and needs of the young women in this conference. At our
event in June, we dreamed some big and exciting dreams for our future. This is where we are going:
•

Assembly 2018-Assembly 2018 will be in Columbus OH, May 18-20, 2018. It is
an exhilarating experience. Assembly is an opportunity to learn and worship with
8 THOUSAND women. It provides a full picture of where and how United
Methodist Women are engaging around the world and the chance to hear about
how women in other places are going about their work. We will hear inspiring
stories about innovative ministries. It will be a remarkable experience. We want as many young
women as possible to experience this, so we will be offering financial assistance for young women age
14-25 to attend Assembly. Interested young women should fill out the attached form.

•

Increased connection- We are exploring innovative ways to stay connected to one another. This will
allow us to continuously speak and listen to one another while learning and serving together. Keep an
eye out for more information about these opportunities.

•

Unstoppable Retreat 2018- Details coming soon! In the meantime, please continue to introduce us to
young women interested in joining us. We would love to connect! Follow us on Facebook or Twitter
@umwunstoppable or email umwunstoppable@gmail.com

We encourage you to share this information with the young women in your life. This is going to be an exciting
and eventful year and we can’t wait to get started!
– Denise Nicole Stone/UMW Director, Dnstone24@gmail.com 9
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Unstoppable 2017: Overview
The Unstoppable Planning Committee has changed quite a bit over the few
years the group has been around. This past year’s retreat was a result of major
role changes and hard work. The Unstoppable retreat was a major success and
the responses the planning committee received afterwards were fantastic. The
theme for Unstoppable 2017 was “From the Bottom Up,” a study of grassroots
movements geared to encourage young women to explore their purpose and that
of Unstoppable.
Nine young women from all over Western Pa gathered at Olmsted Manor for a
weekend event that would hold exploration of faith, new experiences, journaling
and classes.
Rev. Hannah Bonner Skyped in from
Phoenix, AZ. to share her experience with
the young women. She explained during each presentation how stepping
out of our comfort zone could lead to a major impact and change in the
world around us. Her perspective and insights were inspiring.
Besides the presentations, there was also time to explore Olmsted’s
grounds. The old manor building was available for exploration, the
labyrinth was used to help center ourselves and leave behind troubling
thoughts and we all took a long hike up the mountain to gaze upon the
beautiful view, one that couldn’t be described with just words.
Throughout this weekend experience, we asked what Unstoppable meant
to each young woman. The answers were different each time, but each one was meaningful and was built on
from previous answers.
A mission project finalized the 2017 Unstoppable retreat. Each
participant of the retreat helped build ramp modules that would provide
accessibility for those in need and enable them to get out of their
houses. There was hard work being done, and laughs shared. New skills
were learned that could one day help with another mission project, in
their own community.
After we packed up our bags and headed our separate ways, the term
Unstoppable is now in each young woman’s mind and it has a powerful
meaning. The planning committee sent out a questionnaire and the
responses were inspiring.
Overall, the decision was
made that Unstoppable
needs to grow and
continue to include young
United Methodist Women
from all over. Major plans
and ideas are becoming
reality and because of the
dedication and help from
the United Methodist
Women, Unstoppable
young women are truly
learning the issues, finding
its voice and changing the
world, one girl at a time.

– Laramie Cowan/Communications Coordinator, l.cowan@setonhill.edu 10
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News from the Mission Barn
Greetings in the Name of Jesus Christ from your resident Deaconess and Church and Community Worker
Missionary! I cannot believe that I have been serving with you here in the Western Pennsylvania Conference
for nine months. I have met so many wonderful sisters and brothers in Christ and have traveled around the
conference to attend many events, trainings and congregations. Throughout this experience I have dug
deeper to learn about the variety of aspects of what and where UMCOR truly serves in our denomination and
beyond. I recently enjoyed attending both the youth and adult Mission u at California University.
Eastbrook Mission Barn has hosted volunteers not only from WPA churches, also East Ohio and Upper New
York conferences, and several agencies and schools are partnering with us. We have already built 11 ramps
and have taken down five. We have already sent 500 buckets and 400 health kits to needed areas around
WPA. Thank you for you volunteering, making, verifying and donating monetary and material supplies to keep
the missions going!
If you would like to have someone from the Mission Barn share
information and our experiences with your UMW, UMC, youth or
small group please contact my email or number at
missionbarn@gmail.com or 724-856-8241. If you would like to bring a
team of 1-20 to the barn for a tour, delivery or to volunteer by making
kits, building ramp modules or building a ramp, please contact me as
well.
The three most needed UMCOR kits are buckets, school kits and
health (hygiene) kits.
Undesignated monetary donations are always appreciated.
Eastbrook Mission Barn 226 Church Lane, New Castle, PA 16101.

Peterson’s team at youth Mission u
serving at a clothing closet, with the
bishop and Raphael.

– Katie Peterson/Deaconess and Director of the Eastbrook Mission Barn, missionbarn@gmail.com 12
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2018 Western Pennsylvania Conference United Methodist Women Leadership
Team Proposed Slate of Officers
* Indicates to be elected
TBN – To be Nominated
President
Diane Miller
140 Boone’s Way
Kennerdell, PA 16374
Vice President
Faith Geer
1406 Towne Square Drive
Allison Park, PA 15101-1951
Secretary
Linda Thayer * 2nd
197 Abel Heath Lane
Franklin, PA 16323
Treasurer
Donna Nelson * 3rd
509 Dawson St
Kane, PA 16735
Mission Coordinators
Education and
Sharon Stollings
Interpretation
401 Morgantown St
Uniontown, PA 15401
Social Action
Cynthia Hill
519 Holly Drive
Monroeville, PA 15146
Membership Nurture Patricia (Trish) Beers
and Outreach
320 Pone Lane
Franklin, PA 163223
Other Officers
Secretary of
TBN
Program Resources
Communications
Laramie Cowan
Coordinator
116 North Bank Street
Derry, PA 15627
Chairperson,
Donna Burkhart *
Committee on
1308 Hardscrabble Blvd
Nominations
Erie, PA 16505
Dean, Mission u
Barbara Hess
2 Gran Dee Drive
Coal Center, PA 15423
Assistant Dean,
Rev. Kenneth Haines
Mission u
PO Box 61
Hyndman, PA 15545

814-498-2308 (H)
814-706-9357 (C)
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
412-334-7615 (C)
fgeer@stpaulsumc.com
724-882-6174
Lsthayer@gmail.com
814-837-8199
dncakes@yahoo.com

724-437-6228
sharons@atlanticbb.net
412-373-3153
celaine1215@verizon.net
814-432-7347
plbeers@gmail.com

724-689-9000
L.cowan@setonhill.edu
814-866-2781 (H)
814-431-9343 ©
Dlb4813@roadrunner.com
724-483-0223 (H)
724-825-9514 (C)
barbara.hess2936@gmail.com
814-842-3857
Hai@windstream.net

2018 Western Pennsylvania Conference United Methodist Women Committee on
Nominations
Class of 2018

Class of 2019

Class of 2019

Carole Smith
2977 Shellbark Rd.
Armagh, PA 15920
Donna Burkhart (Chair)
1308 Hardscrabble Blvd
Erie, PA 16505
Norma Ewing
1941 White Cloud Rd.
Leechburg, PA 15656

724-676-5456
Smith.caroley@comcast.net
814-866-2781(H)
814-431-9343(C)
dlb4813@roadrunner.com
742-842-5375
newing@windstream.net
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2018 Elizabeth A Bradley Mission Fund Committee
Class of 2018

Denise Nicole Stone
177 Neville Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15210

412-482-2639
Dnstone24@gmail.com

Class of 2019

Jodale Barnhart
P.O. Box 127
Bruin, PA 16022

724-753-2821 (H)
724-504-5080 (C)
jodalebarnhart@gmail.com

Class of 2020

Kathy Gordon
46 Pittsburgh Circle
Ellwood City, PA 16117
By Virtue of Their Office
Diane Miller
140 Boone’s Way
Kennerdell, PA 16374
Donna Nelson
509 Dawson St
Kane, PA 16735
Sharon Stollings
401 Morgantown St
Uniontown, PA 15401
Joan Bright
463 Edwards Street
Johnstown, PA 15905

724-758-4774
kjgordon@zoominternet.net

President

Treasurer

Mission Coordinator –
Education Interpretation
District President
Representative

814-498-2308 (H)
814-706-9357 (C)
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
814-837-8199
dncakes@yahoo.com
724-437-6228
sharons@atlanticbb.net
814-255-5079
joanbright07@gmail.com

2018 Committee on the Charter for Racial Justice
Class of 2018

Tiffany Choi
3427 Aberdeen Ave.
Erie, PA 16506

814-920-4413 (C)
tiffanyjchoi@gmail.com

Class of 2018

Jeannie Choi
3427 Aberdeen Ave.
Erie, PA 16506

724-825-1885 (C)
sakura15blossom@gmail.c

Class of 2019

Maraia Gonelevu *
202 Orchard Street
Point Marion, PA 15474
Pam Konopasek
232 Nielson Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15207
By Virtue of Their Office
Diane Miller
140 Boone’s Way
Kennerdell, PA 16374
Cynthia Hill
519 Holly Drive
Monroeville, PA 15246
Donna Burkhart– See previous
information

724-812-9769
burebas@yahoo.com

District President

President (Chair)

Social Action

Committee on Nominations
Chair

412-418-6459 (C)
Konopassk.pam@gmail.com

814-498-2308 (H)
814-706-9357 (C)
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
412-373-3153
celaine1215@verizon.net
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United Methodist Women’s 150th Anniversary Celebration
The National Office wants you to nominate
extraordinary women, past and present,
who have helped bring Methodism to your
conferences. Is there an institution or
person who truly is called by God to engage
in mission whom you admire? A current
conference or unit project that makes you
proud, showing clearly that United
Methodist Women put Faith, Hope and
Love in Action today and tomorrow? United
Methodist Women is shining the spotlight
on these honored members, past and
present, through our website, newsletters, Facebook, and publications, so tell us who has made the past 150
years so meaningful and who is doing so right now!
Share these inspiring stories! Send an email to jkrueger@unitedmethodistwomen.org or mail United
Methodist Women, Attn: J. Krueger, 475 Riverside DR, 15th FL, New York, NY 10115.

Unstoppable Assembly Form
Are you a young woman interested in attending Assembly? Unstoppable wants to help!
Please email the following information to Denise Stone (dnstone24@gmail.com).
Looking forward to experiencing Assembly 2018 with you!
Name:_____________________________
Age:_______________________________
Church:_____________________________
District:_____________________________
What about Assembly are you most excited about?
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WPA United Methodist Women
UMW Assembly 2018
Planning Form
Details:
UMW Assembly dates: May 17-May 20, 2018
Place: Columbus, Ohio
Transportation: Car pools from districts (share gas costs)
Food: 5-7 meals (3 meals provided for at Assembly)
Hotel: Faith will contact you with hotel options
Assembly registration: Do online: https://umwassembly.org/
September 1- November 30, 2017 $295 – After 11/30/17, fee is $330
Ubuntu Day of Service Option: Thursday, May 17, 9 am; extra fee; extra night

Please complete the following information and send to Faith Geer:
1406 Towne Square Drive, Allison Park, PA 15101 OR Email: faithgeer@gmail.com
Name ________________________________ District __________________________________
Phone ____________________________ Cell Phone ____________________________________
Email
________________________________________________________________________________
Transportation:
_______ I can drive with ______ others in my car
_______ I want to ride with others
_______ I live close to ___________________________________ and will ride with her
Hotel Arrangements are made in a block. You will pay for it in May 2018.
_______ I want to room with (circle)

1

2

or

3

others; put me anywhere!

_______ I want to room with the following persons:
1. ________________________________________ 2._____________________________________
3. __________________________________________
Ubuntu Day of Service:
_______ I registered to arrive early for the service day beginning at 9 am on Thursday, May 17.
I want to car pool with other early birds. We’ll meet at the WPA Conference Center at noon on
Wednesday, May 16.
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Ruth M Smith Center 2017 Wish List

Personal Care Home Wish List
Personal products (men & women)
Body wash
Shampoo/Conditioner
Shaving cream
Disposable razors
Deodorant
Feminine hygiene products
Fixodent / Poligrip
Denture tabs
Mouthwash
Kitchen/Bath/Bedroom
Dishwashing cloths
Kitchen towels
Ziplock bag
Food storage containers
Vinyl tablecloths
Laundry baskets
Washcloths
Bath towels
Handtowels
Bath mats (rubber for in shower)
Bath mats for floor (no-slip)
Shower curtains (heavy duty)
Pillows
Pillow protectors
Water proof Mattress pads and covers
Washable bed pads (34” x 34”)

Miscellaneous/Office
Batteries (AA, AAA)
Copy paper
Flash lights w/ batteries
Colored pencils
Adult coloring books

Large items
Fans
Bedside tables
Food Saver
Card table
Folding table (TV tray)
Daycare Wish List
Sippy cups
Baby wipes
Toddler bibs
Crib sheets
Play-doh or modeling clay
Large toddler crayons
Glue sticks
Masking tape
Children tooth brushes
Toothpaste
Air-fresheners
Plastic containers
Batteries
Large items
New cots (plastic)
6’ x 12’ rug

Maintenance
Push Mower

Activities
Acrylic Paints
Paint Brushes
Hard Bingo Cards
Wooden Bingo Balls
Bingo Chips
Activity Learning Books (Grades 1-4)
Reading Book (Grades 1-4)
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Domestic Violence Summit Flyer
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Directions to St. Paul’s UMC, 1965 Ferguson Road, Allison Park, PA 15101

412-486-7006

From McKnight Road:
Turn onto Peebles Road
Turn right onto Duncan Ave.
At four-way stop, go straight on to Ferguson Road ( Between the Exxon gas Station and Bellasario’s Pizza)
Follow Ferguson @ ½ mile to Church on the left You’ll see North Hills Community Outreach building closest
to the road; the church sets back off the road.
From Rt. 8 (William Flynn Highway):
Turn on to Duncan Ave.
Continue straight through first stop sign at Mt. Royal
At Four-way stop go let onto Ferguson Road (Between the Exxon gas Station and Bellasario’s Pizza)
Follow Ferguson @ 1 mile to Church on the left You’ll see North Hills Community Outreach building closest to
the road; the church sets back off the road.
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Annual WPA Conference Meeting Flyer
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Directions to Faith UMC, 305 Freeport Street, Delmont, PA 15626

724-468-0040

Get to I-76 and US-22 E to Manor Rd in Murrysville,
Continue on Manor Rd.
Drive to Freeport St.
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We’re Not Cheap — Just Good Stewards
Trying to be good stewards and
connect in the best ways possible
with United Methodist women is
challenging. Our conference
mailing list contains over 500
people. Sending this newsletter
by mail is expensive. However,
many people prefer a "paper
copy" or are unable to easily use
the Internet. We are sending out
the Conference Communicator
digitally, and via snail mail for
those who don't want to receive it
digitally.
What do you prefer? Please call,
send a note by mail, or send an
email to Diane Miller or Linda
Thayer responding to the
following questions…

1. Do you wish to receive the
Conference UMW Newsletter
twice a year?
2. Are you willing to receive the
Conference Newsletter digitally?
E-mail Address?

Linda Thayer
197 Abel Heath Lane
Franklin, PA 16323
724-882-6174
lsthayer@gmail.com

3. Do you prefer to receive a
paper copy in the mail?
Thank you…
Diane Miller
140 Boones Way
Kennerdell, PA 16374
814-498-2308
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
Or
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