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Laity
Ballot Code: 10 [send]
Andrew Chung
eunpachung@gmail.com
Male : Asian
Youth 13-18
Student
Greensburg: Otterbein U M Church - Greensburg - 189544
For the past three years, I have served as Treasurer of the conference Youth Ministry Team.
Through YMT, I have attended Jurisdictional Council of Youth Ministry meetings where
I was elected by the youth to serve on the General Board of Global Ministries. Serving on
the Board of Directors for GBGM introduced me to new perspectives on the church and
views on faith. My involvement on their Committee on Eliminating Institutional Racism
inspired me begin anti-racism work in our conference through YMT. Alongside fellow
youth and the help of adult mentors, I facilitated youth-led discussions on racism at a
SPARK 2018 breakout session. Its success led to further facilitations at Confirmation
Events and we were invited to return to SPARK 2019. While leading these discussions, I
witnessed young people’s ability to grapple with the difficult issues of today. We have
unique perspectives that I believe are important to be heard. With my experiences, both in
the church and my personal life, I hope to provide a diverse perspective to our delegation
if elected to serve.
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Ballot Code: 11 [send]
Nancy Denardo
ndenrn1@comcast.net
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Registered Nurse
Greensburg: Port Vue U M Church - McKeesport - 100406
Through prayer and discernment I have been called by God to seek the nomination to serve
as a General Conference Delegate in 2020. My qualifications are: Member of Port Vue
UMC for 53 years, active in leadership roles Former W.Pa Conference Lay Leader
Certified Lay Servant for 25 years Served on District & Conference Committees, District
UMW officer Jurisdictional delegate 1996, 2000, 2004, 2016 General Conference delegate
2000, 2004, 2016, Specially called General Conference 2019 Understanding of the global
nature of the UMC from personal travel experiences and by leading/participating on
multiple Mission Teams in 9 countries in Asia and Africa, and the USA. I have read The
Way Forward report, and countless documents and articles relating to the various issues
facing the church, besides the issue of human sexuality. I have read the reports from W.Pa
listening posts.To decide on the issues at General Conference I will be faithful in prayer,
depending on the Holy Spirit and my beliefs to guide me. I believe in the integrity of the
Bible, as the True and Holy Word of God, the primary source for the doctrine of our church,
and my personal faith. I believe in traditions of the Christian faith that have developed the
church for 2000 years, and the UM church since it's beginning. I have seen the kingdom
damage done by the lack of accountability by bishops and church leaders. I will support a
plan to increase accountability, and preserve integrity.
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Ballot Code: 12 [send]
Joseph Emigh
joedonsara@windstream.net
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Retired/Disability (Former Asphalt Plant Foreman)
Erie-Meadville: Cochranton U M Church - Cochranton - 89067
Qualifications: I have been elected as a delegate or alternate for the last four election cycles.
As an experienced delegate, I am familiar with the duties of delegates and the current issues
facing our denomination. Issues: I feel our denomination needs to remain anchored to our
traditional Scriptural roots. I will continue to be an advocate for Scriptural Authority,
evangelism, and pro-life issues. My passion is evangelism and saving souls.
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Ballot Code: 13 [send]
Katherine Fehl
katherinefehl@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
homemaker, deacon candidate
Washington: Crossroads U M Church - Oakdale - 102815
Having joined the UMC a decade ago, I am now pursuing ordination as a deacon. Deeply
rooted in unity of head and heart, I see Methodism as a holistic response to the Great
Commission and the Great Commandment. My heart breaks over the disunity within the
UMC because of the damage done against our faithful witness to God's Kingdom. God is
calling the UMC to renewal and revival in its vision to demonstrate and proclaim the
transforming forgiveness and freedom offered to all persons through Jesus Christ. Hebrews
12:1-2 speaks to me of the future of the church: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so
easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.” I long to see the UMC run with endurance
in authentic unity of Spirit and with integrity to the Word of God. We need the Holy Spirit
to move powerfully. Ministry Involvement: I am a passionate advocate for Safe
Sanctuaries. I have had adult teaching roles at Jumonville Camp Family Week. Prior to my
call to deacon, I was in Lay Servant training in Erie-Meadville District. I am a member of
the WPAUMC Human Life Task Force. My most significant ministry currently is
discipling new Christians of the next generation in Corry, PA.
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Ballot Code: 14 [send]
Holly Fugate
holly.meath@gmail.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Stay-at-Home Parent
Kane: Otterbein U M Church - Pittsfield - 60413
Holly Fugate has a B.A. from Wheaton College and has been an active church member and
devoted follower of Christ since childhood. She is a member of Pittsfield-Otterbein UMC
where she serves as the chair of the worship committee and leads worship for their
contemporary service every Sunday. Holly has served as an equalization delegate at the
WPA annual conference three times and as a lay delegate once. As of 2017 she has been
serving on the Conference Commission on the Status and Role of Women where she seeks
to be a voice for the concerns of mothers and an advocate for traditional marriage. She
serves on the Education and Resources Committee. Mrs. Fugate believes in the sacred
worth of all people. She spent 2013-2014 working as a missionary with a Christian human
rights advocacy group. Together with her husband, Nathanael, she teaches workshops on
having gracious conversations about contentious issues, with an emphasis on pro-life
apologetics. Holly holds a biblical worldview and believes that the Church should live out
our lives in the Kingdom with grace and accountability. She and her husband have two
preschool-age sons and plan to home-school.

506

2019 Western Pennsylvania Conference

Laity
Ballot Code: 15 [send]
Sarah Gallagher
sarahmgallagher12@gmail.com
Female : White
Youth 13-18
Student
Greensburg: Garden City U M Church - Monroeville - 189522
I began coming to conference as a child in daycare and have grown into a youth who was
a page for four years and will begin my second year as a youth delegate this conference. I
have also been on the YMT for five years and have held the position as YSF coordinator
for a year. I have also sat on the team that plans SPARK and conference youth activities
closely every year. I attended NEJ in 2016 and helped make decisions for the youth in the
Northeastern Jurisdiction. For the past two SPARK events, myself and another youth
coordinated and co-lead a discussion on racism and empathy. Which sprouted out into also
giving such talks at conformation tours. I have always been active in my own church and
in my community with my faith. My hope is that the youth of today can have a voice to
shape the church of the future. That is one of the many reasons I want to attend General
Conference 2020.
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Laity
Ballot Code: 16 [send]
Jennifer Gordon
djgordonfam@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Psych Rehab Worker
Indiana: Grace U M Church - Sykesville - 86042
I am the Co-Director of Lay Servant Ministries for the Indiana District, and the Secretary
for the Conference Board of Laity. I feel called to represent the Laity at General Conference
because I think I represent the large majority of the people in our District and our
Conference. I believe that we are called to make Disciples of Jesus Christ not only through
our relationships with other believers, with our community of faith, but also through those
who have not yet had an opportunity to accept Jesus as their personal Savior. I believe we
need to empower and equip other laity to do this through programs like Lay Servant
Ministries. I believe in making faith available to all people regardless of their abilities.
There are far too many people who feel there is not a place for them at the table. People
with different abilities are not always embraced and accepted, and this is an abomination.
We need to be willing to fight for those with differing abilities whether their abilities mean
they lack the communication skills needed to understand our faith, or whether they have
intellectual and developmental differences, or if they have mental health concerns. I am
dedicated to making church accessible by providing sign language in our church, making
sure those on the fringes of our congregations feel accepted, and welcoming those in our
community who need so desperately to know that Jesus loves who they are, not who they
feel they ought to be.
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Ballot Code: 17 [send]
Alexander Hoffman
arhoffma@geneva.edu
Male : White
Young Adult 19-35
College Student
Greensburg: Charter Oak U M Church - Greensburg - 97411
I am 21 years old, a life long member of The United Methodist Church, and a Psychology
major as a junior at Geneva College. I am an active member of Charter Oak UMC and am
active in various ministries there. I was a member of the Youth Ministry Team for six years,
serving as the Vice President for one of those years. I have worked with the youth at annual
and jurisdictional conference. I have been a lay delegate at annual conference for the past
5 years. I believe in the authority of Scripture. As a General Conference Delegate, I will
uphold God’s design for marriage and the biblical form of sexuality. I will support the
progress of the Traditional Plan, upholding the belief that marriage is between a man and
a woman, and any sexuality outside of marriage is sinful. Also, I will support stronger
language for holding members and officers of The United Methodist Church more
accountable, holding them to a standard of integrity. Also, as a young adult I will better
represent the young people of the church and the next generation of United Methodists. I
love God, serving the church, and believe that God has prepared me for this challenge. I
will work diligently to ensure that Gods truth is proclaimed by The United Methodist
Church. I believe by doing this we can further our ministry of making disciples of Jesus
Christ.
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Ballot Code: 18 [send]
Rich Hoffman
ccawpa@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Christian Counselor
Greensburg: Charter Oak U M Church - Greensburg - 97411
Experience: Bible Study Teacher/Small Group Leader/Student Ministry Volunteer Charter
Oak UMC; 2006 to present Founder/Clinical Director of Christian Counseling Associates
of Western Pennsylvania (Christian Counseling organization with over 70 staff, and 50
locations in 19 counties across Western Pennsylvania, Eastern Ohio, and West Virginia.
Annual Conference; Delegate 2005; present, Jurisdictional Conference (Alternate
Delegate): 2012 General Conference; Delegate 2008 and 2016 (Served in the Committee Church and Society Sections I and II) Conference Youth; Volunteer 2003; 2017 Youth
Ministry Leader - First UMC Greensburg 1999; 2006 Summary of Leadership Experience:
Extensive experience in providing leadership at the local, jurisdictional and general
conference. 45 year old, married, father of 3 children (Alex, Abigail, and Sarah)
Professionally, I lead a faith based organization that has significant impact in Western
Pennsylvania. Many years of experience working in ministry, consulting with pastors and
church leaders. Raised, brought to faith, and discipled in local UMC ministries. As a
General Delegate, I pledge to uphold the biblical teaching on homosexuality, and the
sanctity of marriage. I will use my influence to uphold the authority of scripture (God’s
word), and work toward making disciples of Jesus Christ. I will vote for legislation
supporting the traditional plan that upholds the current Book of Discipline. I love God and
His church. I will faithfully attend all of the meetings as a delegate to GC.
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Ballot Code: 19 [send]
Mollie Landman
mollielandman19@gmail.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Student
Greensburg: First U M Church - West Newton - 100840
Growing up in The United Methodist Church, I have seen my local and global church
change with the passing time. Even throughout these changes, I have always been
passionate about doing the work of the Lord no matter the circumstances or level of
difficulty. I first envisioned myself as a delegate for General/Jurisdiction Conference when
I observed the 2016 Jurisdictional Conference. Seeing other young people at this
conference take part in making change motivated me to do the same. Last summer, I had
the honor of attending the Global Young People’s Convocation held in South Africa as one
of five youth delegates from our Jurisdiction. At this convocation, I was inspired by my
fellow believers in Christ around the world to focus on the growth of Christ’s Kingdom.
Furthermore, I realized that the views and insights of the young people are vital to the
future of The United Methodist Church. As the president of our conference’s Youth
Ministry Team and as the chairperson of our Jurisdiction’s Council on Youth Ministries, I
understand the concern that young people have regarding their church. And as a young
person myself, I realize the responsibility God has given me to be a representative for our
young people in the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference. I pray that God can use me
in this delegation to fulfill the mission of The United Methodist Church while hopefully
inspiring the next generation to continue making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
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Laity
Ballot Code: 20 [send]
Anna Lewis
anna.lewis312@gmail.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Palliative Care Social Worker
Pittsburgh: Christ U M Church - Bethel Park - 101206
I am a seasoned social worker with a passion for social justice and human rights. I believe
that God has created us all to be equal, to be loving to one another, and to engage in
conversation with those who think differently than we do. Our Church’s goal should be to
serve like Christ served and to love as Christ loved. I hope to represent the voice of the
young adults in the body, as we are the upcoming generation who will inherit the
denomination and raise our young children in it. I have been an active member of Christ
UMC for 9 years and attending for several years prior to membership. My husband, Sean,
is being ordained as a deacon during this Annual Conference and we strive to raise our 2
year old son Sam to walk with Jesus every day.
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Ballot Code: 21 [send]
Tracy Merrick
tracyrm@aol.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Retired
Pittsburgh: First U M Church - Pittsburgh - 101560
My hope is to continue actively working for the discernment of God’s dream for our
denomination: Becoming a fully inclusive church which lovingly provides ministries with
and for all people, Living a spirit of compassion and reconciliation within The UMC and
with other faith traditions, Pursuing passionately God’s gift of unity, and Becoming a
church with equal participation by all those across the world who wish to be United
Methodists.
My spiritual gifts (leadership, faith, administration), previous leadership roles, and
management background have enabled me to: imagine bold Spirit-led solutions, evaluate
differing perspectives fairly, understand complex interrelationships, and serve as an agent
of change.
The following roles and other experiences have provided opportunities to develop broadbased understandings of the missions, ministries and organization of The UMC at all levels:
General Conference delegate or alternate (1988- 2012), General Council on Finance and
Administration board member, General Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious
Concerns board member, Global Health Initiative staff, Office of Christian Unity and
Interreligious Relationships consultant, UMC Connectional Ministries Funding Patterns
Task Force co-chairperson, UMC Denominational Health Task Force chairperson,
Northeastern Jurisdiction Global Structure Task Force chairperson, WPA Believe Again!
Plan for Ministry director, WPA Council on Finance and Administration chairperson,
WPA Conference Council chairperson, WPA Dialogue Team co-chairperson, WPA
Commission on Christian Unity and Interreligious Concerns member, WPA Anti-Racism
Team member, WPA AC lay member (1980-present), WPA Reconciling Ministries coconvener (2010 – present), First UMC Pittsburgh – Warren UMC Wrestling with Racism
Team convener, FUMC Pittsburgh Leadership Council chairperson, etc.
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Laity
Ballot Code: 22 [send]
Sherry Meterko
s.meterko@comcast.net
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Indiana District Administrative Assistant of the WPAUMC
Indiana: First U M Church - Punxsutawney - 85708
As a member of The United Methodist Church, Indiana District Registrar and Indiana
District Administrative Assistant, I am aware of the United Methodist churches policies. I
was baptized at age of 13. I have taught Sunday school to children and adults. I will have
been married for 29 years this June and have 2 children in their twenties. My family attends
church regularly and I am on one of our church boards. So, as you can see... I am all in!! I
see the way things are moving through our church and I would like to be a voice for the
members of our Annual Conference. I feel it is necessary for you to know that I support
the current church teaching in the Book of Discipline. I also feel that we as a church need
to stand on God's word and make a decision.
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Ballot Code: 23 [send]
Diane Miller
diane.miller2747@gmail.com
Female : White
Older Adult 72+
retired - Conference Mission/VIM Coordinator
Franklin: Rockland U M Church - Kennerdell - 85867
As a lifelong (United) Methodist I’ve been on an amazing spiritual journey. The Spirit has
formed me through Scripture, relationships (sometimes lifelong friendships, sometimes
chance encounters), experiences (retreats, Bible studies, Schools of Mission, General
Conference Delegate 4 times), and service (as a member of The United Methodist Church,
a conference staff person, through United Methodist Women, Volunteers in Mission,
mentoring “unstoppable” young women). My gifts involve leadership, teaching and
mission. I strive to listen more and talk less; to ponder what the Spirit is trying to teach me,
to pay attention to the voices of those on the fringes, and always to Love God above all
else, and my neighbor as myself. Involvement at every level in the UMC, has enabled me
to see the bigger picture, work within the system, and help people serve God through their
denominational connections. Whatever happened leading up to and at the Specially Called
General Conference in February revealed brokenness within our denomination. We felt the
need to judge each other as right or wrong, rather than leave that up to God. I have
experienced God’s power making disciples through ministry and mission; I have heard the
witness of people different than me who shared what God has done in their lives; I have
heard people share how God called them to use their gifts. If elected to be a General
Conference delegate, I hope to be part of the healing of our church, affirming diversity and
revealing God’s love through The United Methodist Church.
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Ballot Code: 24 [send]
Joshua Mix
joshmix2@gmail.com
Male : White
Youth 13-18
student
Washington: First U M Church - Carmichaels - 102746
I believe I could be a good representative of our Annual Conference at the 2020 General
Conference. I served as a page in our annual sessions in 2017 and then as a Youth Delegate
representing the Washington District last year. I’ve learned how to network and serve in
various capacities through three years at SPARK, several years of attending Cherry Run
Methodist Family Camp Meeting, and two years Jumonville’s C.A.T. Camp. Through my
local congregation, I’ve been able to serve as liturgist, work with the sound and tech crew,
and occasionally present children’s sermons, and am youth representative to our church
council. I regularly volunteer at our local foodbank and the community outreach giveaways
we do each year. I’ve participated in a short-term mission trip here in the states and will
again this summer. One mission outreach I’ve participated in often is being part of my
family which has served as a foster home for a variety of children with special needs. I’ve
just finished ninth grade and am a member of the National Junior Honor Society, the
marching band, and drama club. I’m also a Star Scout, serving as Senior Patrol Leader and
Chaplain’s Aide, and serve as a Den Chief with our Cub Scouts. Scouting has allowed me
to participate in the National Youth Leadership Training and the Dale Carnegie Public
Speaking Training for Scouts.
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Ballot Code: 25 [send]
Paul Morelli
umevangelist@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Evangelist
Indiana: Lanes Mills U M Church - Brockway - 85470
I am a Certified Lay Speaker/Certified Lay Minister-Evangelist. My current assignment is
staff evangelist at Lakeside UMC in DuBois. I have requested Certification from AC2019
as a Conference Evangelist. I was a delegate to 2016GC and 2019GC. I believe that God's
Holy Spirit speaking through His word, the infallible Holy Scriptures, are our guide to
understanding God, His plan of salvation and redemption through His death, burial and
resurrection, which we call the Gospel. I believe the Bible direct our living out Kingdom
Life, sanctification, here on Earth until called home or God brings His new Kingdom at the
end times. I believe as UM we trust God's Holy Spirit to speak through the delegates at
general conference to guide the church and that we covenant to live faithfully to the
Discipline that comes out of general conference. I believe we should keep our vows and
promises. I believe in objective truth and that manipulation of words for winning an agenda
is lying. I believe that all humans are sacred (created by God and therefore belong to Him)
but all are also broken (sinners) from “the fall” in Genesis 3, and we all fail to live up to
God’s Holy Standard, but that we cannot move His standard. I believe we are born
spiritually dead and become spiritually alive when we believe/trust in Jesus Christ for new
birth (spiritual life) I believe in a Christian Worldview based on the traditional
interpretation of the Scriptures.
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Ballot Code: 26 [send]
William Patrick
patrickwa@hotmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Civil Engineer
Johnstown: Oakland U M Church - Johnstown - 98040
I have attended Annual Conference for 12 years and have served in multiple capacities. I
first attended in 2007 as a local church lay delegate. I faithfully observed and participated
but wanted greater involvement. I joined the Section Leader team, became part of the
Section Leader training team, and served as Co-floor Manager. 2019 will mark my fourth
year as Floor Manager. This year, I will serve as Vice Chair of Sessions.
I have been a member of the Oakland UM Church for 37 years and have served on
numerous boards and committees. Currently I’m serving my second 4-year term on the
Conference Trustees and as a Johnstown District Trustee.
I have used my Spiritual Gifts of service, administration and leadership to offer valuable
input in a variety of situations over my years of service in the church. I believe I can assess
issues and provide suggestions to resolve them in an amicable manner. As an effective
leader, I discern the issue and delegate responsibility for resolving appropriate tasks while
encouraging and assisting team members in accomplishing their duties. I enjoy pitching in
as a team member to perform whatever is required to further the cause. I fully trust in God
to provide guidance and direction in all situations. I will prayerfully support the plan that
upholds our traditional Christian values and Biblical principles on marriage and
homosexuality as well as the current language in the Book of Discipline.
I would consider it a privilege to serve as your delegate.
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Ballot Code: 27 [send]
Jerry Rectenwald
jerry@rectenwald.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Business Manager
Butler: First U M Church - Ellwood City - 95866
I am a child of God. And, in terms of my faith journey, I am also a ˜child’ of the burgeoning
Evangelical movement of the late 20th century in the US. When I joined First United
Methodist Church of Ellwood City in the mid-1980’s I could be described as more of an
Evangelical than a Methodist. All these years later, it can safely be said that I am primarily
a Methodist! Raised Roman Catholic, I ˜married into’ Methodism. And through the witness
of my three UM heroes of the faith; my wife, Sandi, her father, Rev. Vic Brown and her
mother, Rev. Molly Brown; I easily and gratefully embraced this wonderful denomination.
All that to say that I think my primary qualification to be a General Conference Delegate
is that I truly love our church. I want nothing but the best for our church, and believe that
includes the church remaining faithful to a biblical/orthodox expression of the faith. Firmly
established on that foundation, the church can reach out to all people, lovingly offering in
the name of Jesus, both salvation and transformation. I am privileged to serve my
congregation as its Lay Leader, the Butler District as its Lay Leader, and the Annual
Conference as its Director of Lay Servant Ministries. I would likewise consider it an honor
to be part of our Conference’s representation at General Conference 2020. My work at GC
2020 would be guided by my love for Jesus and my love for this church.
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Ballot Code: 28 [send]
Erica Rushing
erushing1112@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Ministry Coordinator at Edinboro UMC
Erie-Meadville: Edinboro U M Church - Edinboro - 89160
I am a life-long United Methodist and have been employed by Edinboro UMC since 2000
when I became the chancel choir accompanist - a position I still serve in. In 2014, I took
over as the part-time Communications Coordinator at EUMC, and in 2016, I began my role
on the WPAUMC Council on Finance and Administration (CF&A). Since that time, I have
served as the Secretary of CF&A and have written each year’s Narrative Budget for the
WPA Annual Conference. I began my full-time role as Ministry Coordinator at EUMC in
2017. In 2019, I volunteered as a Page at the Special Called Session of General Conference,
will be serving in Puerto Rico, and will soon begin my role as the representative for the
Erie-Meadville District to the Lay Leadership Academy. I believe that discernment occurs
in cooperation and conversation with other persons of faith. Through prayer, study of
Scripture, personal testimony, and holy conferencing, God’s call in our lives personally
and collectively can be more fully understood and realized. I was humbled by my
opportunity to serve as a Page, and feel called to return to General Conference. If I had the
privilege of serving the WPA Annual Conference as a delegate in 2020, I would do so with
passion, commitment, integrity, and an openness to the Holy Spirit that would help ensure
that my response to the petitions of General Conference are faith-driven and Spirit-led.
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Brenda Russell
lakeside.youth@yahoo.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Director of Youth Ministries
Indiana: Mount Zion U M Church - DuBois - 85402
I was baptized, confirmed and continue to be nurtured in The United Methodist Church. I
am a conservative evangelical Christian and would be honored to be chosen to represent
the Western Pennsylvania Conference in 2020. My husband is an ordained elder in The
United Methodist Church and because of that I have had the privilege to live in many
communities throughout our conference. We have been blessed to serve in 4 of our
districts. If elected I would represent you with dignity and integrity while allowing the love
of Jesus shine through to all those who I would encounter.
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Ballot Code: 30 [send]
Pearl Russell
hufflepuffseaker@gmail.com
Female : White
Youth 13-18
student
Indiana: Mount Zion U M Church - DuBois - 85402
I have been involved with and served on both district and conference youth teams for three
years. This year I will be attending the training to be a section leader at conference when it
is offered and I plan to volunteer to help lead a section at conference in 2019. I have been
one of Indiana District youth delegates at conference for two years and look forward to
doing so for my third year in 2019. I feel that the youth and young adults of our conference
need to have more of a voice in our general conference delegation. I would appreciate your
prayerful consideration to vote for me to attend general conference in 2020. If I am chosen
to go I will represent our conference in a respectful manor and seek God's guidance as I
serve you.
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Kayla Schwanke
kylschwank@yahoo.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Student
Kane: Otterbein U M Church - Pittsfield - 60413
As a young person growing up in The United Methodist Church I have seen many changes
happen at the local, conference and global level. I have served and still serving as the Kane
Young Adult for at least the past four years. I am currently studying at Crown College in
Christian Ministry, with a minor in Biblical Studies focusing in Youth Ministry. The reason
I choose to accept the call to ministry was because of the four years I served on our
conference Youth Ministry Team during high school. It was then I realized that I wanted
to not only be in ministry with the young people but to also be the voice for them when
they cannot, be the person that will sit and listen to what they have to say about things that
are troubling them in our churches. I also believe that it’s the young people that need to be
heard because the young people too are the ones who will be left to continue the ministry
of the Lord's when our loved one pass. In 2014 I was given the opportunity to travel to
South Africa with Mission of Peace from the Northeastern Jurisdiction. It was this trip that
made me learn to accept all walks of life. I am putting myself forward because I want to
see The United Methodist Church live as one and be in one with the Holy Word. I would
be honored to serve as a delegate to General Conference 2020.
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Ballot Code: 32 [send]
Shannon Shaffer
skehoe11@gmail.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Social Worker
Pittsburgh: Faith U M Church - Fox Chapel - 95968
Pittsburgh District Lay Leader. Member of Faith UMC in Fox Chapel. BA in Theology
and Biblical Studies from Eastern University. Masters in Social Work from University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 10 years of experience in Social Work. Currently an
Advocate for victims of Intimate Partner Violence at Crisis Center North in the North Hills.
Extensive experience in mediation techniques, rapport building, and therapeutic skills.
Involved in leading the local church in a variety of ministries including Student Ministries,
Sunday School, Messy Church, Vacation Bible School, and Liturgist. Lay Equalization
Member of Annual Conference since 2015. Former Chairperson of the Conference Board
of Discipleship and Member of the Conference Witness Team. Invited to participate as a
member of the Way Forward Task Force assembled by Bishop Moore Koi-Koi and helped
present plans to member of our Annual Conference with other Task Force team members.
Completed Outward Mindset training with other District Lay Leaders and District
Superintendents. I have worked for over 10 years as a volunteer youth group leader, and I
am passionate about discipling young people to live out their faith and understand their
value as children of God. I am passionate about empowering laity to embrace their role in
proclaiming the Gospel and bringing forth the kingdom of God in their churches, families,
workplace, and community. I believe in empowering women to follow God’s call on their
lives by speaking out for justice, acting in radical kindness, and walking humbly with God
wherever they go.

524

2019 Western Pennsylvania Conference

Laity
Ballot Code: 33 [send]
Bradford Smith
bcnrvsmith@msn.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Engineer
Washington: Central Highlands U M Church - Elizabeth - 99534
Convictions: Personal relationship with Jesus as Savior and Lord and indwelling of the
Holy Spirit leads us into a love encounter with our Heavenly Father to hear our Father’s
voice and to bring the Bible to life in our lives and our denomination. John Wesley had not
only an Aldersgate experience for assurance of salvation, but a subsequent empowerment
experience in the Holy Spirit at Fetter Lane on New Year’s Eve that I believe gave him a
break-through that led to revival. I believe John Wesley’s early pursuit of holiness and
attempt at ministry was ineffective until the Holy Spirit empowered him. I believe all
candidates for bishop must have such powerful Holy Spirit experiences to lead our
denomination into miraculous healing, harmony, and revival. Covenant: I believe we need
to maintain scriptural positions in the Discipline, to keep faith with God and those who
have pledged to support The United Methodist Church with their presence, gifts and
service. I do not desire denominational split. I desire healing. I believe a change of key
positions in the Discipline would constitute breach of covenant. If General Conference
cannot achieve harmony, I sense an option for graceful exit is needed. Conference
Experience; past ACCOM Young Adult Council; past Jumonville Board positions, camp
counselor, ropes course trainer District - Washington Lay Equalization, past Pgh-East
District Youth counselor Local; Central Highlands Community UMC Staff Parish and past
Council chair; past Clairton Pine Run UMC youth ministry WCA - member
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Roseann Smith
bcnrvsmith@msn.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Homemaker
Washington: Central Highlands U M Church - Elizabeth - 99534
I believe - in the Triune God that inspired the inerrancy of Scripture. - that I am a sinner in
need of a Savior’s Redemption to save me and I repent daily of my sin, as well as thank
Him for loving me and calling me by name to choose life in Him alone. - that the Lord calls
us to love as He loves for we all fall short of the Glory of God. - the Father’s heart is grieved
for the state of the church. - that the only “way forward” is for the church as a whole to
repent of all actions taken against the Lord, against each other and submit to the leading of
the Holy Spirit to what “way forward” the Lord would ask of us using the Holy Scriptures
as our foundation. - in submitting to the will of the Father creating an atmosphere that
welcomes a move of the Holy Spirit and let Him have His way. - the Lord’s will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. - decisions need made. Background: Member of Wesleyan
Covenant Association Conference; Jumonville Board and associated committees, AC Day
of Preparation, COSROW, AC Teller District; Washington District Lay Equalization,
Committee on District Superintendency, Greensburg District Lay Equalization (prior
years) Local; Central Highlands CUMC LMAC (prior years) I have attended as a Prayer
Delegate to General Conferences in 2004 (Pittsburgh Prayer Room), 2008 (Dallas/Fort
Worth), 2016 (Portland), and plan to attend in 2019 (St. Louis).
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Vicki J Stahlman
vjstahlman@yahoo.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Insurance Agent
Indiana: Evangelical U M Church - Brookville - 188425
I feel called to offer myself to this election process. Sisters and brothers in Christ have
affirmed and encouraged this call. I have had the opportunity to serve Christ and this United
Methodist Church in many ways over the past 40 + years of my membership. General:
Delegate 2016 Jurisdiction: Delegate 2012, 2016. Programs & Arrangements; vice chair
2016-present. Boundaries committee 2012-2016 Western Pa: Conference Sessions Team
chair 2014-2018. I helped lead our conference through Episcopal leadership change and
the many Annual Conference changes. Connectional Leadership Table vice chair 2018present where I join a diverse team working together, offering vision and hope. Indiana
District: Church Location & Buildings: 2009-present. Chair 2014-present. In this role I
have walked with healthy churches that are growing and expanding and other churches that
have discerned closure as their way forward. The Holy Spirit has gifted me with
discernment and teaching using encouragement and compassion. I have a passion for laity
and our leadership participation with clergy offering Christ to this broken world. I am a
certified lay speaker, adult Sunday School teacher, choir member and pianist. The authority
of Scripture is important to me. We are called to be a people of integrity. We must continue
to offer Christ and opportunities for discipleship. My prayer continues to be that as we
offer Christ to the world, we look different; peculiar (1Peter 2:9 KJV), and that the world
will know we are Christians by our Love.
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Denise-Nicole Stone
dnstone24@gmail.com
Female : African American/Black
Young Adult 19-35
Student
Pittsburgh: Greenstone U M Church - Pittsburgh - 101148
In 2016, I volunteered at and observed General Conference in Portland. It was an incredible
experience. Informative, at times disheartening, but mostly inspiring. Moreover, I believe
that The United Methodist Church was made for such a time as this. I have seen the capacity
of this church and its people to respond to crises and experienced its ability to bring people
together through the Ebenezer trip to Zimbabwe and the Mission of Peace trip to India. I
have had the opportunity to serve the church at multiple levels, as a delegate to Annual
Conference for seven years, on the NEJ Vision Table, on the Board of Directors for United
Methodist Women and the Division on Ministries with Young People. In 2014, I cofounded Unstoppable, an organization for young women in Western Pennsylvania that
works to create a supportive community, engage in service and study and elevate the voices
of young women within the church. I am a graduating senior at Boston University where I
study international relations, focusing on international systems, diplomacy, mediation, and
negotiation. I am a thoughtful listener and believe in supporting and uplifting those around
me. I am putting myself forward because I want to help The United Methodist Church
faithfully live out its call, and be part of a solution to the challenges we face as an institution
and as a world. I would be honored to serve as a delegate to General Conference 2020.
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Linda Thayer
lsthayer@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Retired
Franklin: First U M Church - Franklin - 86601
The UMC will address many challenges at General Conference 2020. I believe that I am
qualified by experience and by Faith to serve WPA at that conference. My Christian faith
has guided me as a wife, mother and in business. Faith has taught me that Christ calls us to
love and serve all people in every place. My passion is Christian mission. As chair of both
WPA Mission Support and the UMW Elizabeth Bradley Mission Fund, I advised churches
and agencies on securing funding to alleviate hunger, homelessness and poverty. As a
Mission Ambassador, I visited the Philippine Methodist Church and spoke to WPA
churches, teaching ways to support overseas missions. As a co-founder and director of
Eastbrook Mission Barn, I helped to shape the vision and implement the plan that created
the agency (we tripled the WPA production of UMCOR kits). As chairperson of A United
Methodist Witness in Pennsylvania and a national board member of Interfaith Impact, I
strategized with diverse groups of people to achieve missional goals. As a United
Methodist Woman, I continue to work to improve the lives of women, children and youth.
I received training through UMW on fundraising, racism, the environment and more. In
2019 I begin my term as Conference UMW President. I express my Christian faith through
The United Methodist Church. I will follow the leading of the Holy Spirit and will put aside
personal feelings for the betterment of the people called United Methodist.
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Peggy Ward
pdward11@gmail.com
Female : African American/Black
Adult 36-71
Teacher
Pittsburgh: Greenstone U M Church - Pittsburgh - 101148
I have served in various positions in the church with a wide range of people, theologies and
ideas. I have a passion for social justice and a personal belief in the evangelistic power of
mission and social justice, as that was my entry point to the church. Emmanuel, Christ With
Us, is my spiritual compass. I have a Hope-filled Vision for the Church and the world,
balanced by current realities. My varied experiences and gifts allow me to work with
diverse backgrounds and viewpoints, accomplish tasks, discern and follow the leading of
the Spirit, and challenge myself and others when led. If so honored, I will bring my gifts
of Apostleship, Wisdom and Discernment as well as the Vision God has planted in my
heart for a church that models the Kin-dom as I work with others to seek resolutions to
issues at GC 2020. My experiences include serving the church as a lay delegate. Currently,
I chair District LSM and the Conference Commission on Religion and Race and have
chaired COSROW and the Anti-Racism Team. I am a Jurisdictional delegate, serving on
the NEJ Vision Table currently and Finance committee previously. I am active in UMW. I
served as NEJUMW Chair of nominations, and have held many district and local offices
as well as leading two MissionU studies. I remain active in my local church.
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Glenna Wilson
glennapw@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Retired social worker
Pittsburgh: First U M Church - Pittsburgh - 101560
I have been an active United Methodist all my life. With degrees in Christian Education
and Social Work I answered God’s call to do justice, love kindness and walk humbly with
God (Micah 6:8). In my work as a CE Director, Director of an interchurch ministry and a
social worker, I have been an advocate and educator for non-violence and peacemaking.
I served on COSROW when it was first established. More recently I have served on the
Conference Poverty Team since its inception, and have served as the chair of this team for
the last 10 years. This team continues to support efforts throughout the conference that
address Ministries with the Poor. I also chair our local church Poverty Team which is
becoming a host church for Family Promise of SWPA.
I live my life with Christ as my example, sharing love and respect for all God’s creation. I
strive to deepen my relationship with God through prayer, meditation, worship and
Spiritual Direction. My ultimate purpose is to have empathy for all, especially those
marginalized or abused by society.
I value the witness and impact of the Global Church and desire we find healing and unity
as we move forward. I am comfortable engaging with persons who have various
perspectives so that we may learn and grow together as we read and interpret scripture. I
will diligently seek to be faithful to the Gospel as I participate in being a responsible
delegate to the General Conference.
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Randall Bain
rwbain55@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Johnstown: Oakland U M Church - Johnstown - 98040
I have served the WPA Conference as a District Youth Director, Dean of Pedal & Paddle
and Ultimate H2O Camps at Allegheny, the Board of Camp Allegheny, District Committee
on Ordained Ministry, Clergy/Candidate Mentor and Guide, and the Board of Ordained
Ministry I have been a team leader and member on various Mission trips (Honduras,
Jamaica, Washington DC, Slidell, LA, Moss Point, MS, Peru). I currently serve as
Johnstown District Parsonage Trustee Chair and on the WPA Conference Administrative
Review Committee. I was an Alternate to the 2012 Jurisdictional Conference and a Clergy
Delegate for 2016. With a burden for the lost, I lead in a servant style into ministries of
outreach and growth. I seek to hold in tension the various expressions of the Christian faith
(Evangelical, Social justice, Holiness, Charismatic) in a way that is uniquely United
Methodist and Wesleyan. I feel called to develop a new generation of leaders that will lead
us into mission while faithfully dealing with maintenance needs of our denomination. I
seek to evangelize the current generation with the Good News of Jesus Christ while
balancing issues of contemporary evangelism and worship with our biblical and historic
faith. If elected, I would be honored to serve WPA. I feel I can serve as a stable levelheaded voice in tune with the Holy Spirit and represent the whole church especially
bringing unity to the evangelical, holiness, charismatic, and social justice expressions of
the church.
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Tim Bowser
revtimmyb@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
United States Army Chaplain
Franklin:
I have served on countless district and conference boards. And, being in a “pluralistic”
community has given me a greater self-awareness of my faith in God and how to be
effective in sharing that faith with others.
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Sang Choi
3sangkchoi@gmail.com
Male : Asian
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Greensburg: Christ Community U M Church - McKees Rocks - 101285
The undeniable fact that our denomination is facing today is that our churches are divisive,
declining, and dying in many ways (at least in North America). We are in strife over many
issues. Are we still the light of the world? Are we faithfully carrying out the Great
Commission given to us to “Make disciples of all nations”? Church consultant Thom S.
Rainer points out that mainline churches in North America are not so much focused on
winning souls but on social issues prevalent in our society. Reflecting on Rainer’s view, I
am reminded of God’s call to my ministry: What is God calling me to be, as well as to do,
as the priority of ministry? My answer can be found from John Wesley who spoke these
words included in the Minutes of Several Conversations between Thomas Coke and
Francis Asbury, composing a Form of Discipline for the minister, preacher, Methodist
Episcopal Church in America in 1784: “You have nothing to do but to save souls. Therefore
spend and be spent in this work. And go always, not only to those that want you, but to
those that want you most. Observe: It is not your business to preach so many times, and to
take care of this or that society; but to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many
sinners as you possibly can to repentance, and with all your power to build them up in that
holiness without which they cannot see the Lord.” (Robert E. Coleman, Nothing To Do
But to Save Souls, 16) This is my humble prayer that our denomination would be
recaptured by the Wesleyan spirit of evangelism by the power of the Holy Spirit. Lord!
Have mercy on our church. Amen.
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Sung Chung
sung.chung@wpaumc.org
Male : Asian
Adult 36-71
District Superintendent
Johnstown:
It has been my honor and privilege to be elected and to serve as a delegate last four years.
I participated in electing Bishops at Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference in Lancaster,
PA and witnessed the General Conference in Portland, OR, and the Special Called Session
of General Conference 2019 in St. Louis, MO, as a reserve. Prospect of serving in General
Conference 2020 in Minneapolis, MN, may not be an easy task. There will be a heavy
workload and a strong disagreement in the UMC. After prayerful consideration, I’ve
discerned to be in the delegate process again. I’m very concerned about the future of the
denomination and its unity. I would do my best to discern God’s will and direction for the
UMC and the WPA Conference. I believe my experience as a District Superintendent, a
pastor in local churches, a committee member in various committees both the conference
and the district as well as my previous delegation service makes me well suited to represent
as a delegate for GC 2020 if elected. My gifts and skills of discernment, listening, and
administration will be helpful for the whole delegation. I also bring a diversity to the table,
not only the experience of ethnic immigrant but also the wisdom of cultural competency
and Biblical understanding. As I faithfully served previous four years as a delegate, I’ll be
fully committed to the work ahead of us. I pray that we experience and discern what it
means to be the Church in Minneapolis.
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Steve Cordle
steve@crossroadsumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Washington: Crossroads U M Church - Oakdale - 102815
I am founding and senior pastor of Crossroads Church. I'm committed to making disciples
who make disciples and to seeking to help the church move from institution to movement.
I have previously served in a variety of District and Conference roles and as a Jurisdictional
delegate. The Church in the West is experiencing a transformational moment; it is not an
option to remain unchanged. God is at work in new/ancient ways, and we get the privilege
of joining in. The alternative is institutional death. Our future as a denomination is brightest
where we live out our Wesleyan heritage of Christ-centered evangelism, relational
discipleship, and Spirit-empowered sanctification. As we work to renew the "wineskins"
of our denomination at GC, we must focus on receiving the "new wine" of God's Spirit in
order for our work to make any difference. There is no life in the denominational structure
apart from vitality in the local church. Impactful ministry looks different today than it did
when the UMC was formed. Our Discipline and priorities need to be focused on developing
and releasing apostolic pastoral leaders and empowered laity to engage the world with the
Gospel. Maintaining our current biblical and balanced approach to human sexuality will
not only keep us connected to 2,000 years of Christian teaching and in union with today's
global Church, it will also position us theologically and structurally to be the redemptive
force in the world we were birthed to be.
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Gregory Cox
greg.cox@wpaumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Pittsburgh: Ingomar U M Church - Pittsburgh - 96187
I have spent a lifetime as a United Methodist and 20 years in ministry in the church. I am
passionate about the church and believe that it is the single greatest impact in making
disciples of Jesus Christ. Our decisions today will make an impact in the way the Wesleyan
faith continues to impact our communities and the world. I have served two quadrennia as
a member of United Methodist Communications, 2 as Jurisdictional Delegate, chair of the
Connectional Leadership of the Annual Conference, Director of Connectional Ministries
for 8 years, and currently President of the Foundation for United Methodist
Communications. I believe that this experience and exposure both globally and locally
impacts my overall understanding of the polity of the church. I have been on the secretarial
staff of the General Conference twice and have a full understanding of the process and
rigors of the Conference.
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Brett Dinger
brettdinger21@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Indiana: Black Lick U M Church - Black Lick - 97320
The UMC is in great need of prayerfully creative, Spirit-led leaders to help navigate
disciples through our constantly changing culture. I believe I have the gifts and graces, as
well as unique experiences, to help our denomination discover new ways of being the
Church without compromising our rich Wesleyan heritage. As a lifelong United Methodist,
my life has been greatly transformed by the people called Methodists. I love Jesus and I
love our church, and I want to play a role in what God is doing. My experiences in small
church settings and new approaches to ministry give me a unique perspective on the
creative capabilities of the UMC to make disciples of Jesus Christ. I’ve successfully
shepherded the formation of a cooperative parish in a small town setting and planted a new
faith community that is reaching unchurched and de-churched people, many of whom are
struggling with addiction. In our parish, we have raised up leaders who have started new
ministries for young women and addiction recovery, as well as a revamped missions
program that recently raised $30,000 in faith promise giving. Many of these leaders are
taking their next steps into formal ministry. At the District and Conference levels, I serve
on the District Committee on Ministry, the Cherry Run Camp Board of Directors and the
Board of Ordained Ministry. Globally, I’ve witnessed the vital connectional impact of the
UMC through trips to Zimbabwe and Puerto Rico and my participation in Wesley
Seminary’s Lewis Fellows program.
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Alyce Dunn
alyce.dunn@wpaumc.org
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Director of Connectional Ministries
Pittsburgh:
- Christ-centered, Spirit-filled child of God who has been a life-long United Methodist;
strong desire to see the impact of the Church increase so more people can be in relationship
with Jesus Christ as Savior - Has served in full-time ministry for 30 years in our Conference
in churches of various sizes and in different positions - Experienced leader: Board of
Ordained Ministry, Cabinet, Conference Staff, Delegate to General Conference 2012 and
2016, Delegate to Jurisdictional Conference 2004 and 2008, United Methodist
Communications Board member - Spiritual gifts include Administration, Teaching and
Giving - Long-time commitment to ministry in the areas of camping, youth, and persons
with disabilities - Mentor for younger clergy: co-led trips to Exploration 4 times with young
adults exploring ministry - Confident, passionate follower of Jesus who wants to share my
witness of faith as long as I have breath! "I can do all things through Christ who gives me
strength." Philippians 4:13
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John Emigh
pastorjohn@johnemigh.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Indiana: First U M Church - DuBois - 85366
As our conference chair of evangelism, I feel that evangelism is crucial to the future of our
local churches. I would be a delegate with a special passion for evangelism and would
advocate for its importance at both Jurisdictional and General Conference. The salvation
verse for Martin Boehm, one of the founders of our United Methodist church, was Luke
19:10 "For the Son of Man came to seek and to save that which was lost." It is a
foundational verse in my ministry and what I would be advocating for if privileged to be a
delegate from our conference.
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Scott Gallagher
pastorscottg@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Greensburg: Garden City U M Church - Monroeville - 189522
Over the course of my ministry I have had the pleasure of serving diverse congregations.
That diversity includes ethnicity, race, country of origin, economic, gender identity,
sexuality and theology. Serving in the midst of such diversity has given me insights and
understandings that I believe we need as we move forward as The United Methodist
Church. I have also dedicated myself to understanding our Discipline. That understanding
includes the history and the cultural context in which paragraphs have been added,
amended, or removed. I believe that our Discipline is informed and informs our cultures
and the culture of the Church. Decisions we make at General Conference require a balance
of understanding in order to make decisions that will guide the church of today and
tomorrow. The decisions made at General Conference should not only be for the purpose
of gaining some end result. The legislation itself must be sound and unambiguous. I am
prepared to not only read and understand the legislation, but to thoroughly inspect the
wording, examine consequences, and prayerfully offer my vote. I appreciate your
consideration and promise, if elected, to serve our Conference with integrity.
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Ronald Geisler
rgeisler@eriechrist.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Erie-Meadville: Christ U M Church - Erie - 89227
In 1997 I was ordained an elder by Bishop George Bashore and have served faithfully in
several different appointment settings. These appointments have included small, rural
churches and mid-size churches, as well as an appointment in one our annual conference’s
largest churches. My experience has also included a missional call to church planting.
During my ministry career I have served in multiple district and annual conference
leadership settings. At the annual conference level these responsibilities have included:
Chair of Annual Conference Nurture Team and Chair of Annual Conference Nominations
and Leadership Development Team. At the district level I have focused on leadership and
discipleship development through positions with Lay Ministry School and current chair of
the Erie-Meadville District Discipleship Team. It has also been my pleasure to receive
training in discipleship coaching. My passion is building systems of discipleship to equip
congregations and leaders for church renewal. I believe in our Wesleyan and Orthodox
roots. I am committed to the lordship of Jesus Christ, the transformative power of the Holy
Spirit, the authority of Scripture, and the mission of church to make disciples of Jesus
Christ. As a delegate, I would remain committed to our Discipline and Wesley’s General
Rules.
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William Gilligan
wtgilligan@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Butler: Nixon U M Church - Butler - 95503
I have served Western PA and local churches since 2001, beginning as a college student at
Grace UMC in Indiana, PA, later I was appointed as a pastor involved in college-aged
ministry and youth ministry. Currently I am appointed to serve at Nixon UMC, in the Butler
District. Throughout this time service has included various conference and district
committees. These experiences will benefit the annual conference if I am elected to serve
a delegate to General Conference. The future of our denomination is built on the work of
Jesus who welcomed all people. When we work together, in unity, to welcome everyone
we emulate Jesus and we build the strength of our denomination. As a delegate I would
follow the leading of the Holy Spirit to bring us closer to unity and to emulate Jesus in all
that we say and do.
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Duk Hee Han
handukhee@msn.com
Male : Asian
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Erie-Meadville: Grace U M Church - Albion - 88985
My 24 years of experience in working with many different people in countries like Zambia,
the Philippines and America has provided me with conviction and passion for serving God's
people regardless of age, gender, color, nationality, or possessions. For the ministry for
LGBT people, I take a stance as Jesus said to a woman who had been caught in adultery
by the scribes and the Pharisees, “Then neither do I condemn you. Go now and leave your
life of sin.” (John 8:11) In other words, I believe that we as a church, should not be
judgemental but welcome and support lesbians, gays, their parents, families and friends
and work together for the mission and ministry of the church. However, we need to be
faithful to the Scripture by transforming the culture by not accommodating it at the same
time. I long for a church that offers genuine love and hospitality to ALL persons and seeks
Scriptural Holiness as well. Lastly, I really hope that we will be able to finish off this
unproductive argument quickly in a positive way for ALL and focus on the main thing;
making disciples of Jesus Christ.
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Mark Hecht
markhecht22@aol.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Minister
Kane: First U M Church - Warren - 88724
30 plus years in ministry in a wide variety of ministerial settings, as well as a discerning
spirit help to enable me to focus on the real issues and core concerns that challenge the
church today. My conference roles in the past have included Chairing the Conference
Global Ministries Committee as well as serving two terms as the Chair of the Order of
Elder and a member of the BOM Executive Committee. I have also been an outspoken
proponent for Covenant Discipleship and Accountability Ministries. Developing and
nurturing principled leadership in the church is a vital issue that can only happen from
within. We must therefore address the present challenges that we are part of a system that
is often “connectional” in name only. Clearly, the events of recent years demonstrate that
our system and process are in need of a course correction. I believe we must reconnect with
our Wesleyan heritage and recommit to live by Wesley’s Three Simple Rules. I love this
church and I am blessed that God has called me to serve others through the ordained
ministry. As I share in ministry in the church today, it often seems as we have lost our way.
I remain confident, however, that God can and will use our Wesleyan community of faith,
if and when we are open to His promptings and allow ourselves to be led by His Spirit. I
believe I am called to this ministry opportunity.
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Erik Hoeke
erik.hoeke@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Washington: Avery U M Church - Washington - 103967
I love The United Methodist Church. It is the church that baptized me, taught me the grace
of Jesus Christ, confirmed me, called me to ministry, and provided me a college and
seminary education. I cherish this church’s presence in all kinds of communities with a
diversity of people across the globe: urban and rural, wealthy and impoverished, traditional
and progressive. I want nothing more than for people to know and love Jesus Christ, and
love their neighbors unconditionally. The UMC is at a crossroads: our central mission of
making disciples of Jesus Christ is being overshadowed by a broken system of governance
and attitudes of hostility and fear of the other. The work of the General & Jurisdictional
Conferences is not easy or enjoyable. I do not submit my name for consideration because
I want to serve as a delegate. I submit my name because I feel called to help lead the church
into a future filled with hope. At 36 years old, I now have 20 years of experience in
conference leadership, 11 years of experience in full-time pastoral ministry, and 30+ years
ahead of me before retirement. My experience qualifies me; and my personal investment
in the long-term future of the UMC inspires me to serve if called upon in this way.
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Anais Hussian
anais.hussian@gmail.com
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
clergy serving in appointment beyond local church
Pittsburgh: First U M Church - Pittsburgh - 101560
As a deacon I would bring a unique clergy perspective to the delegation, as it has been said
that deacons often have one foot in the church and one foot in the world. Deacons are called
to be bridge-builders between the church and community. It has been my experience that
our Church needs to be building more bridges and seeking connectedness, rather than
separation. I have served in appointments in both the local church and community ministry,
and have provided leadership as the chairperson for the WPAUMC Disability Concerns
Committee and as the Youth Dean at WPAUMC MissionU for a number of years. Through
this work, I have had the opportunity to work with colleagues across the Connection to
develop an understanding and appreciation of the complexity of our denomination. As a
delegate, I would bring my passion for bridge-building, as well as experience in ministry
with diverse people to conversations. As I continue to live more deeply into my call to
work for justice and share in ministry with all persons, I am committed to advocating for
and working toward a Church that shares in ministry with everyone, as I believe that The
United Methodist Church is made richer by our diversity. As a young clergywoman, I look
forward to working and collaborating with folks across a wide spectrum of belief, life
experience, and social location as we seek to be a Church where all people can belong.
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Matthew Judd
pastor@glenwoodumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
ordained minister
Erie-Meadville: Glenwood U M Church - Erie - 60674
Married to Allison; 23 years; 2 daughters BA; Grove City College (1994) MDiv; Asbury
Theological Seminary (1997) Appointments; Erie: Kingsley 1997-2003 Cabot (Butler)
2003-2014 Erie: Glenwood 2014-2018 Erie Urban Cooperative 2018-present Service;
Conference Committee on Episcopacy 2010-2016 Wesley Woods Camp Board of
Directors 2011-present The purpose of the Church is to invite people into a saving and
living relationship with Jesus Christ. It is not to preserve an institution, advocate politically
(on any side), or to wall itself off from the world. These options are insufficient as they
miss the ultimate goal of making disciples of Jesus who live their faith out in daily life.
The challenge facing the Church today is not to be “trendy” but to be faithful; to the
Scriptures as they were given to us, to our covenant with each other, and to the communities
in which we are called to proclaim the hope of Jesus Christ. I am passionate about biblical
preaching and making the Scriptures understandable and applicable to everyday life so that
people are transformed. I have invested myself in youth ministry to connect teenagers with
a Christian faith that sustains them for life. I am working with multiple partners to alleviate
the impact of poverty in the lives of residents of Erie and have established a partnership
between our congregation and a black congregation in the city for combined worship,
study, and ministry together. I seek to live into my life verse “Here am I, send me.” Isaiah
6:8
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Christopher Kindle
chris.kindle@wpaumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Director of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation
Pittsburgh: Ingomar U M Church - Pittsburgh - 96187
As a sinner saved by grace, I believe that God offer of salvation is for everyone. I believe
that as followers of Jesus, we should stand out in the world - that we should be readily
identifiable by the way that we love one another. I believe that our love is transformational
in nature, that “He who began a good work within us will bring it to conclusion in Jesus
Christ.”
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Sean Lewis
seanlewis@christumc.net
Male : White
Young Adult 19-35
Deacon, Director of Media
Pittsburgh: Christ U M Church - Bethel Park - 101206
I would consider the opportunity to serve our church as a delegate to General and
Jurisdictional Conference as a great and humbling honor. Serving as a deacon in our
conference I have been incredibly blessed to pursue a ministry of connecting the church to
the mission and movement of God in the world through the lens of media and technology.
I have greatly appreciated and valued the opportunities afforded me so far to serve our
annual conference, and would love to continue to serve and offer myself in more and
different ways. I believe Western Pennsylvania contains a beautiful wholeness of God’s
image represented in the many different renderings and portrayals of what a faithful vision
God’s church can look like. I believe we are a stronger and more faithful version of
ourselves when we are united in love and faith despite our differences. Our connection is
one of the greatest gifts we have been given from God, and it enables us, as a global church,
to witness to the grace of God in innumerable ways. At this pivotal moment in our
denomination’s history, we may need to be prepared to reimagine and follow after the
Spirit’s leading for what that connection looks like in our world today. I believe to lose
voices at the table and sever our relationships with those who are not the same as us would
be a great sadness and an unfaithful testimony to the grace of God.
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Janet Lord
jflrd425@aol.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Deacon
Washington: Central Highlands U M Church - Elizabeth - 99534
From the Wesley Covenant Service: "Christ has many services to be done; ...some are
suitable to our natural inclinations and temporal interests, others are contrary to both." Let
me be completely honest: The prospect of being part of a large group gathering for two
weeks is contrary to my natural inclinations. However, the prospect of sitting by
complacently without offering myself in service to the Christ who has saved me and the
Church that has blessed me in so many ways seems cowardly. GC 2020 will call for diligent
attentiveness to a variety of issues, endurance, organizational skills and a heart for God.
These are gifts that God has given to me. I expect it will exhaust me; I can think of no
better way to be exhausted. Qualifications and stance on current issues: Ordained Deacon
since 2001; Board of Ordained Ministry since 2004, Volunteer Registrar 2008-2013;
Coordinator of Ministerial Services 2013-present; also appointed at Central Highlands
UMC as Deacon/Organist; also employed full-time at UPMC as a medical coder (hopefully
retiring May 1, 2020). I would advocate for a renewal of the core of our Wesleyan identity
based upon Biblical authority and mutual accountability.
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Arnold McFarland
arnemac@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Connellsville: Calvary U M Church - Somerset - 100543
I will be a conservative voice with a desire to maintain the Book of Discipline as it is. Let's
just go ahead and comply to the rules that already exist. I will favor the equitable exit for
people who do not wish to follow the Book of Discipline.
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Keith Mcilwain
khmcilwain@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Butler: Slippery Rock U M Church - Slippery Rock - 87365
I believe the crucial issue facing the Church is accountability. John Wesley shared his fear
of an unaccountable movement in “Thoughts Upon Methodism” (1786), and worried that
such a state would mean a slide toward the death of the movement. This includes
accountability of all clergy, who promised to preach & maintain Church teaching. It also
includes accountability for all laity, who ought to be connected to discipleship groups & in
mission. Accountability means offering grace to all persons, recognizing their sacred worth
in Jesus, while being honest about the Biblical imperatives of discipleship. I don’t wish to
see our Methodist movement pass away into history, as Wesley feared.
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Seth McPherson
mcpherson.seth@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Associate Pastor, Christ UMC - Bethel Park
Pittsburgh: Christ U M Church - Bethel Park - 101206
*General Conference 2012 Clergy Delegate *General Conference 2016 Clergy Delegate
(First Reserve) *Conference Council of Finance & Administration member Having the
honor of being elected by my clergy colleagues for previous delegations (including
attendance at 2019 Special Session), I am aware of the need for persons who hold a keen
non-anxious and spiritual presence. Sometimes at General Conference, Jurisdictional
Conference and in delegation meetings what is needed more than particularities of
theological positions we hold (though important) or the strength of the viewpoints we
express (though these need to be shared) is the ability to hear well and pay attention in such
space, moments, and relationships for what the Holy Spirit is doing - and how to best share,
listen, react, argue, rejoice with and encourage one another. I believe that my presence on
the delegations has been one bringing centeredness, grace, perception, and joy for the work
(and it’s definitely work!) that God has for us as the people called United Methodist of
Western Pennsylvania. My work in congregational care at a 3000+ member church for the
past five years has helped prepare me with a further foundation of caring across a broad
constituency. I also feel that I represent well young-ish clergy that hold to an orthodox
theological understanding while maintaining covenantal relationships and work with those
who hold strong convictions otherwise. …My wife also said it’s ok for me to go again if
elected :)
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William B Meekins
wbmeekinsj@aol.com
Male : African American/Black
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Greensburg: First U M Church - McKeesport - 100020
I am a third generation UM and served the church in various capacities and congregations,
which include racial diverse, as well as more monolithic congregations, as well as both
urban and suburban. At the General Conference level I serve on the Connectional Table
2008-, GBGM 2004-2008. I am Chairperson of the Committee on Investigations for NEJ.
My qualifications include analytical skills and my approach to ministry which includes
connecting with folks across theological and social-economic spectrums. I would bring a
broad base perspective. I understand the importance of the need to be global, while at the
same stressing the importance of strengthening each local congregation. The denomination,
in whatever form we find ourselves in, we are only as strong and effective as we are at the
local level. Weak or unhealthy congregations at the local level cannot develop and equip
disciples at the global level, if it not being done in the local context.
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D. Renee Mikell
renee.mikell@wpaumc.org
Female : African American/Black
Adult 36-71
Assistant to the Bishop
Pittsburgh:
I have served The United Methodist Church for the past two decades, several years as lay
member, lay leader and now as clergy. I was ordained and entrusted to serve in various
congregations, lead clergy groups, engage in missions, serve on committees and teach in
specialized settings for the past eleven years. I love the ministry of the church and believe
I am qualified to represent our Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference well in 2020. My
relevant spiritual gifts include leadership, discernment, administration and wisdom. I am
grateful to currently serve as an elected officer for WPA Order of Elder Executive team. I
was elected nearly a decade ago to serve UMW Executive Team in North Georgia, as
Communications officer. As an elected delegate to General Conference I would continue
to serve while seeking help from God. I would also approach this opportunity with the
same integrity and commitment. I have faithfully supported the work of The United
Methodist Church and believe in its inherit capacity to transform people’s lives by the
power of God’s Spirit. My varied experiences within the church have increased an
awareness of its many challenges, but I know the church has faced issues from its inception.
I believe each generation of leaders has been called to take up the cross and demonstrate a
willingness to support the ongoing success of Christ’s mission here on earth. With God’s
help I will continue to do so in this season.
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Dayton Mix
pastordayton@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
pastor
Washington: First U M Church - Carmichaels - 102746
In my 23 years of pastoring, I’ve served in the Annual Conference as chair of the Nurture
Team and have worked with the Conference Secretary’s AC sessions team since 2004. I
have served a term each on the Olmsted Manor Board, and, later, the Franklin District’s
Cherry Run Camp Board. I taught in Johnstown’s Laity School for four years, have served
as Registrar for both the Indiana dCOM and the Franklin dCOM, and am actively serving
as a clergy mentor for three of our local pastors. I am a member of the Aldersgate Renewal
Ministries and the Wesleyan Covenant Association. I do not desire to see our Church split,
but I firmly believe that only General Conference can speak for the Church. Therefore, I
see it as part of our Covenant to abide by what General Conference decides, if I am to
honestly claim I live and minister as a partner in that Covenant. My work background
before pastoring included fitting college into stints as a hospital orderly, a reporter for a
weekly newspaper, a bank teller, and a junior high social studies teacher. For several years
I have helped record minutes for our Annual Conference Sessions and volunteered as a part
of the 2004 General Conference Sessions in Pittsburgh. My wife and I have served as foster
parents as needed since 2004, and have one son and three adopted daughters. In my spare
time, I enjoy traveling with my family, volunteering with Scouts and local community
events.
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Christopher Morgan
cmorgan@christumc.net
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Pittsburgh: Christ U M Church - Bethel Park - 101206
I have grown up in The United Methodist Church my entire life. I served in a small rural
congregation in the Eastern Ohio Conference, as a youth pastor at both Dutilh and
Chippewa UMC before becoming an associate at Christ UMC in Bethel Park in 2009. Over
the last 10 years, I served as the Minister of Contemporary Worship and Emerging
Ministries, Executive Pastor, and am currently serving as the Interim Senior Pastor (since
2017). My experience in different United Methodist churches has given me a diverse
background to look at the issues facing our denomination through a variety of lenses. I
have also had to opportunity to serve as part of Connectional Leadership Table and
Episcopacy Committee in the WPA Conference, allowing me to view ministry from a very
different perspective than the local church. All my past experiences will help me in dealing
with the issues facing our denomination today. Being part of a Global Church brings with
it some great opportunities to provide ministry and be stretched as a follower of Christ, but
also provides some roadblocks as we bridge our cultural differences. As a delegate, my
goal will be to bring unity to our denomination despite our differences. No matter what is
decided as part of General Conference, or what side you or I happen to come down on, I
will focus on the peace that comes from Christ. Removing the need for manipulation of
others or fear about other’s opinions and enables reconciliation.
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Alan Morrison
morrisonalanj@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Erie-Meadville: Wattsburg U M Church - Wattsburg - 89945
I am a lifelong United Methodist who has served for 20 years as a full-time pastor of
congregations; 8-1/2 years in Extension Ministry appointment as General Conference
Business Manager and Support Services Director for GCFA. Current conference leadership
includes chair of Conference Sessions Team, member of Board of Ministry, and chair of
Conference Relations Committee. Past conference leadership has included serving as
secretary for 3 years and 4 years as program chair and vice chair of the Conference Sessions
Team; 7 years as chair of CFA and 5 years as the 2004 General Conference Host Operations
Director. District leadership has included serving on DCOM and District Committee on
Church Building and Location. My ministry has centered around the ordering of ministry
in a variety of administrative settings within the annual conference and the general church.
As General Conference Business Manager, I was involved operationally in every aspect of
the 2008 and 2012 General Conferences resulting in an excellent knowledge of the inner
working of General Conference. My denominational responsibilities resulted in working
relationships with denominational key leaders across the theological spectrum. As I write
this paragraph, we are waiting for the outcomes of the 2019 General Conference.
Regardless, of those outcomes, there will be changes coming to the denomination in one
form or another. As a theological moderate, I believe that my gifts could be useful in
helping us a denomination and a conference in navigating the road ahead.
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Susan Moudry
susan.moudry@wpaumc.org
Female : White
Young Adult 19-35
Clergy
Pittsburgh: Ingomar U M Church - Pittsburgh - 96187
The United Methodist Church has been a gift in my life and I approach service to God and
the church as a way of sharing that blessing. I have spiritual gifts of administration,
teaching, wisdom, knowledge and helps. Additionally, I have studied church history
extensively and this informs how I think about our present and future. Serving on the
Conference staff has allowed me the opportunity to listen to people across our Conference,
as well as across our connection. A need for deeper trust and transparency, built through
relationship, is a common refrain. I would attend to the work of being a delegate with that
need in mind. I believe the future is bright for The UMC, even amidst our difference, and
I am committed to listening for the ways God is at work in our midst and moving forward
together.
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Patricia "Pat" Nelson
greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org
Female : White
Adult 36-71
District Superintendent
Greensburg:
As an ordained elder in the UMC since 1992, I have served on numerous district and
conference committees, and gained leadership experience at many levels of church life. As
the current Greensburg DS, I am privileged to partner with lay and clergy colleagues as we
work together to make disciples of Jesus. I love Jesus with all my heart. I stand on the
authority of the Bible, and integrate Christian tradition, personal and corporate experience,
and the use of reason to both inform my thinking, and to form my theological understanding
of the complex and changing issues in the Church today. My call to ministry includes
creating safe places for both clergy and laity to work out their salvation in Jesus, grow and
mature in their discipleship, develop their spiritual gifts, and to live transformed by the
power of the Holy Spirit - so that others may come to know Jesus' saving grace for
themselves. I am convinced that the Church is the best possible avenue for God's Word to
be lived out in community engaging, life-giving, and life-transforming ways. If elected, I
am prepared to devote the time necessary in prayer, study, presence, and energy required
to represent both the Church and the WPAUMC as a conference delegate.
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Eric Park
pewboy@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
District Superintendent
Butler:
Having been a part of Western Pennsylvania’s delegation for the last five General and
Jurisdictional Conferences, it may very well be time for me to step aside in order to allow
other leaders to engage in this important work. If my colleagues decide that this is indeed
the case, I will gratefully become a prayerful encourager to whatever delegation is elected.
I am submitting this nomination form in a spirit of “just in case,” not because I believe that
I am any more called, gifted, or qualified than any of my colleagues, but simply to provide
the requested information in case it is discerned that my years of experience at General and
Jurisdictional Conference would be a helpful addition to the delegation. These would be
my priorities as a delegate: 1. Helping the church to live compassionately and purposefully
while processing the painful divide illuminated by the 2019 General Conference; 2. Being
a non-anxious voice of healing and hope for a denomination that is currently navigating
many painful conflicts; 3. Addressing legislation in a manner that reflects a commitment
to Biblical priorities, comprehensive justice, and the unity of our great church; 4.
Modifying our denomination’s structure and increasing its institutional flexibility so that
we might become a revitalized movement instead of a maintained monument; 5. Leading
our people into a renewed commitment to the saving and transforming Lordship of Jesus
so that we might begin to find fresh unity in our shared journey of sanctification.
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Eric Raygor
eraygor@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Connellsville: Grace U M Church - Somerset - 188163
Appointments: Punxsutawney: CrossTown Ministry (1997-2005); Somerset: Grace (2005present) District service: Youth, Building/Location, DCOM Conference service: BOM
(member, chair of Conference relations, Co-chair of BOM), participant in WPA’s team
responding to the NEJ Call to Action on Racism Jurisdictional service: Member and
secretary of NEJ Committee on Ministry. Recent Continuing Ed: New Church Academy
2015-16; Clergy Coach Training 2018-19 Our connectional church has many strengths
which impact local churches and lives for good. I’ve benefited from being a part of a
worldwide church. Of course, there are times when many experience frustrations with the
general church, which sometimes seems distant; some feel that the general church may
even hinder their witness and is counter to their vision for ministry. In the midst of this,
God made me an optimist (not starry-eyed, but an optimist nonetheless). Obviously, we do
not agree on everything, and I believe that is OK. I believe that humility, love, service, and
listening are characteristics that will allow a delegate to represent her/his Conference at
General Conference, and I am committed to living those characteristics daily. As a
delegate, I would listen to the voices of WPA, and through prayer, study, community, and
discernment, represent the people of WPA. My vision is a renewed focus on the “main
thing” of making disciples. The UMC may face existential challenges at this General
Conference. I expect a difficult, yet Spirit-led experience. If elected, I would rely on your
prayers and the Spirit’s abiding presence to strengthen and guide the way.
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Paul Ritchey
paul.ritchey@wpaumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Minister
Indiana: First U M Church - Punxsutawney - 85708
As an evangelical conservative Christian, I have always surrounded myself with friends
from a variety of voices and backgrounds, both ethnic and theological in nature. While I
may not agree with the decisions and opinions of some of my friends, because of my desire
to see others as people rather than positions of opposition, I have always found a way to
live into the covenant relationship of our ordination and love for the people and church of
Jesus Christ. Right now the church is at a critical point in dealing with the issue of whether
or not to accept the ordination and full inclusion of members of the LGBTQIA community
into the leadership of the church. While all persons are valued by God and included in the
ministry of the church, the ability to serve in leadership is now at the center of our debates.
No matter which of the three options is chosen at this year’s General Conference, the task
of future General Conference delegates will be difficult and require a great deal of prayer
and administrative experience. With 20 years in ministry, I feel that my leadership and
experience as pastor, the current Chair of the Indiana District Committee on Ministry, my
position as chair of the Indiana District Finance Committee, and 7 years as the Chair of the
Council on Finance and Administration gives me a unique ability to view any and all
deliberations and legislation with regards to their theological, administrative, and financial
implications.
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Laura Saffell
plsaffellak@gmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Washington: Liberty U M Church - Washington - 103386
It has been an amazing adventure to serve churches in both Alaska and Western
Pennsylvania. The two greatest commandments that Jesus spoke of are vital aspects of my
faith. Love the Lord your God with your heart, soul, mind and strength and love your
neighbor as yourself. The love the Lord your God kind of love involves faith in a God who
is the Creator and Master of the Universe. This kind of love happens in response to the love
God has for us that caused Jesus to live and suffer, die and raise to life again in order to
save the least, the last, and the lost. My response to such an incredible gift of love is
gratitude, adoration, and love. To love your neighbor as yourself is to live in covenant with
one another and to see each person created in the image of God. It is to share your faith
story with others so that they will experience the amazing grace and love of Jesus poured
out into their lives. Both of these commandments are anchored in the Scriptures as found
in the Old and New Testaments. The stories of faith found in the Scriptures and the truths
of who God is and how God has been active in the lives of people are profound, moving,
and life-giving. These can best be understood when the Holy Spirit is invited to teach,
correct, rebuke, and train in righteousness all who seek to love God and neighbor.
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Kelley Schanely
kmschanely@hotmail.com
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor
Washington: First U M Church - Washington - 103980
I currently serve on the Conference Board of Ministry (BOM). Within BOM I also serve
as member of the Conference Relations Committee (CRC), help to coordinate the
Commissioning and Ordination Services for Annual Conference and coordinate retiree
relations for the Board. I am also currently participating in the United Methodist
Foundation’s Pastor’s Leadership Academy for Stewardship Formation. In 2014 I
participated in the Zimbabwe Immersion Program through our Zimbabwe Partnership, and
continue to maintain friendships through our connectional system. In 2017 I was honored
to back to Zimbabwe as an adult advisor for ZIM Camp. In 2018 my husband Mark and I
were blessed to host Rev. Duncan Charwadza, who serves as the Director of Connectional
Ministries for the Zimbabwe East Annual Conference, in our home and to help him form
and strengthen connections across our Annual Conference. I have a heart for our Western
Pennsylvania Annual Conference as well as for the global church. I strive to maintain
relationships with friends and colleagues across our diverse theological spectrum. My
guiding scripture is Micah 6:8 “And what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, to
love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? If elected I will carry out the duties of
a delegate by abiding to Wesley’s General Rules in all that I do and say: To do no harm, to
do good and to attend to all the ordinances of God.
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John Seth
sethfmly@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Pastor (retired)
Franklin:
I will bring to General Conference my 38 years of pastoring and leadership experience in
small, medium, and large congregations while being involved at the District, Conference,
Jurisdictional and General church . I presently serve in leadership on the WPA Evangelism
Team, WPA Renewal Fellowship, WPA Evangelical Connection, WPA Representative to
Confessing Movement and the WPA Wesleyan Covenant Association Chapter. These
allow me to be an advocate for personal and congregational evangelism, a defender of
Wesleyan orthodoxy, a supporter of Charismatic Renewal. Jesus came "full of grace and
truth" (John 1:14). It is my heart's desire to have passion for declaring God's truth as
revealed in the Word of God while having a compassionate heart for broken and hurting
people. I want to help the UMC: rediscover the Word of God as the sufficient rule for faith
and practice; develop new ministries of discipleship and outreach; reaffirm what
historically and biblically holds us together; reallocate resources for missions; support a
traditional view of marriage, and move us beyond debate to compassionate redemptive
ministry. My mission travels to New Orleans, Red Bird Missionary Conf. Appalachian
mission sites, Antigua, Czech Republic, Mexico, Uganda, Democratic Republic of the
Congo help me to have the perspective that the UMC is truly a global church. I am a UM,
want to be a UM, and my heart breaks at the discord and decline in the UMC. I’ll bring a
prayerful presence, a discerning heart, and a commitment to Christ to General Conference.
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Scott Shaffer
sshaffer63@gmail.com
Male : White
Young Adult 19-35
Clergy
Pittsburgh: Faith U M Church - Fox Chapel - 95968
Lead Pastor at Faith UMC (Fox Chapel). Home Church: Crossfire Campus at Butler First
UMC. BA in Theology and English from Eastern University and M.Div from Duke
Divinity School. Ministry experience includes leadership of two new worshipping
communities: Connect Church in Blairsville and Roots of Faith in Sharpsburg; initiating
ecumenical ministries for community transformation; community development ministry,
multi-ethnic and multi-economic ministry. I have spiritual gifts of leadership,
administration, and prophecy; knowledge of church polity and the Book of Discipline;
skills in writing and editing. Chairperson of WPAUMC Commission on Christian Unity
and Interreligious Relationships; Chairperson of Pittsburgh District Missional Strategy
Team; Member of Pittsburgh District Nominations Committee; Member of the Conference
Witness Team. Continuing Education Programs & Events: Lewis Fellows Program;
Mosaix Multi-Ethnic Network & Coaching Group; Clergy Communities of Practice; New
Church Start Academy & Spiritual Formation Group; Parliament of the World’s Religions;
National Workshop on Christian Unity; Council of Bishops’ Ecumenical Plunge. I am
passionate about helping local churches to adapt to cultural changes by developing
innovative ministries to reach new people. I believe that the future of the church is
ecumenical, and that churches can accomplish far more together than they can on their
own. I believe The United Methodist Church must reclaim its DNA as a movement of
reform and revival, holding fast to the core Biblical message, while reaching out to invite
all people to become disciples and transform the world.
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Joseph Stains
jrstains1@gmail.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Johnstown: Mount Hope U M Church - South Fork - 187990
Clergy Experience: 1979-present, 5 appointments in 5 districts; from urban church to head
of staff in 6-church larger parish Connectional Church & Society (80’s) Board of Missions:
Cooperative Parish Representative (90’s) Conference Restructuring Task Force 90’s VIM
Co-leader 2000's: 2 Tri-national (German, Russian) work teams to Russia 2 German,
Nicaraguan work teams to Nicaragua PA-German team to Dominican Republic, Haitian
refugees. Board of Ordained Ministry (1992-2008) Chair, Indiana District Committee on
Ministry (2000-2008) Chair, Conference Eastern German Partnership (2000-2016)
Conference Board of Global Ministries (to 2017) Conference Camp Dean (Canadian Canoe
Adventure) (to 2017) General, Jurisdictional Conference reserve delegate (2016-19) Other
Working Experience: Composing, successfully advocating Ann. Conf. legislation
Composing, advocating General Conference legislation to majority support at plenary.
Bible, and Discipline (esp. sections on Social Principles, Local Church, Ordained Ministry)
Communication-bridgebuilding among disparate groups Priorities/positions: Replace
instant-life tenure for bishops with a flexible model including initial 8-year first term. As
an advocate in 2012 I was able to help give this "stillborn" issue majority status. As a
reserve delegate in 2016 I got to work with voice on the committee to help clarify content
and see 62% support. As a full delegate I could aid the editing for a viable final product.
Affirm classic Christian sexual ethic, guided by self-restraint and marital fidelity as taught
by the apostolic church. Support denominational unity, cemented by integrity of spirit and
honest accountability by all.
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Jack Tickle
jtickle@pts.edu
Male : White
Young Adult 19-35
Pastor
Erie-Meadville: Fairview U M Church - Fairview - 89422
I am a peace-maker at heart while also being unafraid to have the serious or hard
conversations in love necessary to living out our faith as Church in Christ. I thoroughly
read and prayerfully consider all legislation whether I attend and vote as a delegate or am
watching from home. I believe all our legislation is essential to be considered and
discussed. I appreciate being considered and pray for all our potential delegates being
considered for this important task.
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Jude Urso
revurso@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy
Washington: First U M Church - Monongahela - 103546
I have served churches for over the past twenty years. Those churches have been in rural,
small town, suburban, and city settings. They have been in Kentucky, on the
Erie/Meadville, Indiana, Pittsburgh, and Washington Districts. The majority of those
churches grew over those years in worship and Sunday school attendance. No matter where
I have served I have learned that we are unique. We have a unique understanding of family,
community, loyalty and service. I want to represent us at the 2020 General Conference to
share with them these unique qualities. It is because of our uniqueness that we are able to
love each other even when we disagree, we are able to do ministry together even though
there are differences, and we are able to love one another because of our common
relationship in Jesus Christ. I believe that because I have grown up in the mon-valley that
I have a unique viewpoint of what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ in the midst of
differences that seem unresolvable. I grew up in the Clairton Lutheran Church that
experienced great division in the mid 1980’s because of downsizing by USS. This has
shaped who I am and how I view what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. I have
studied at Mercyhurst University, Asbury, and Wesley. I have been on mission trips locally,
nationally, and internationally. I have served on our Sessions Group, Pittsburgh DCOM,
CF&A, Nominations, and Indiana Dist. Lay School.
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John (J.R.) Virgin
jrv920@yahoo.com
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Minister
Johnstown: Ebensburg U M Church - Ebensburg - 97661
- 12 years of full-time ministry: Associate, Hyndman Larger Parish (07-09), Fishertown
Charge (09-13), Ebensburg (13-present) - Johnstown United Methodist Human Services
Board Member (09-15), Chairperson (11-14) - Johnstown DCOM (11-present),
Chairperson (13-present) - Board of Ordained Ministry (12-present), Chairperson of Call
and Recruitment (16-present) My primary spiritual gifts are in administration and wisdom.
I feel that these gifts can be used at the General and Jurisdictional Conference levels to
faithfully discern the future of the church. Over my 12 years in ministry, I have had the
privilege to serve in churches which have experienced tremendous growth and
revitalization and I feel that these experiences have equipped me to have a deep
understanding of what disciple-making looks like in our current world. It is my hope that
all delegates to the General and Jurisdictional Conferences will seek God’s will and only
God’s will in all decisions made. This has been the guiding principle of my time in ministry,
that God’s will would be done rather than my own. If it is God’s will, I will faithfully
participate in preparation for and representation at the General and Jurisdictional
Conferences seeking to discern God’s plan for our denomination.
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Amy Wagner
amy.wagner@wpaumc.org
Female : White
Adult 36-71
Clergy - Director of Congregational Development & Revitalization
Pittsburgh: Dutilh U M Church - Cranberry Twp - 95822
Serving as a General Conference delegate from 2016-2019 brought both inspiration and
heartache. I saw, up close, the powerful and transformative work of our United Methodist
connection; and also, at times, the divisiveness among us. As I considered whether to
complete this paperwork for 2020, it was with awareness of the weight and difficulty of
the work; and also, still, with the unshakable certainty that God is yet at work in and among
us. Amongst the many issues and concerns facing our Connection today, I believe we face
the issues that the Church has always faced: learning and living into the Biblical narrative,
passing on faith to the next generations, and caring for the least of these. My passion is
discerning how we can faithfully do these things in our own time and places. It would be
my honor and joy to serve as delegate to the 2020 General Conference alongside others
from WPA and around the world, as we listen together for the Holy Spirit’s leading.
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John Wilson
conference.secretary@wpaumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Conference Secretary
Pittsburgh: Faith U M Church - Fox Chapel – 95968
As Conference Secretary for 25 years, I understand the role of our legislative process and
favor full inclusion in participation and leadership of The United Methodist Church
regardless of Gender, Race, Disability, Age, Orientation, Status, Economic conditions or
Theological perspective.
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Robert Zilhaver
connellsville.ds@wpaumc.org
Male : White
Adult 36-71
Connellsville District Superintendent
Connellsville:
If elected as a delegate, I would continue to energetically work to build up the Kingdom of
God through The United Methodist Church, so that all people might know abundant and
eternal life in Jesus Christ. General/Jurisdictional: General/Jurisdictional Conference
Delegate 2004, 2008, 2012, 2016; General Commission on the Status and Role of Women
2016-Present (Executive Committee, Finance Chair, Interagency Sexual Ethics Task
Force, Do No Harm Planning Team); General Board of Discipleship 2008-2012 (Upper
Room, Finance); Division on Ministries with Young People 2008-2012 (Berlin Global
Convocation Planning Team); Jurisdictional Rules Committee 2004-2008, Vice Chair.
Conference Involvement: Connellsville District Superintendent 2017-Present; Board of
Pensions, 2012-2017 (Vice-Chair, Administrative Committee Chair), Finance and
Administration, 2004-2012 (Budget Team & Investment Committee Chair); Board of
Ordained Ministry, 2004-2007 (Student Debt Reduction Registrar); Youth Ministry Team
2000-2007 (ex-offico 2008-Present); Dialogue Team, 2000-2004; Wesley Woods Board
1999-2007 (Chair Capital Campaign); Anti-Hate Group Task Force, 1996-2007 (Author of
Initial Legislation) Community Involvement: Honduras work with Rice Foundation 20082017 (founding church, treat over 15,000 medical patients annually, network with over 120
churches); NW Pennsylvania AIDS Coalition 2003-2015; Partners in Alliance: AIDS
Ministry 2000-2018 (Founder and President); Association in Advocacy 2007-Present
Other Activities: Conference Representative recruiting young clergy at Exploration 98, 00,
02, and 06; Served as Dean of a Mini-Camp (22 years); helped found the WPA Evangelist’s
Association; secured initial gifts and wrote by-laws for Youth Ministry Scholarship Fund,
Timothy Fund, and Richard Burn’s Evangelist Endowments; helped establish a fund to
help Local Pastors in the Indiana District.

