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*** SEE MINUTES FOR ADDENDUMS**** 

2017 APPOINTMENT CHANGES 

 

 
 
APPOINTMENT CHANGES – EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2017 
Rev. Don R. Brauer Retirement 
Rev. Cynthia  G. Bloise Jefferson Hills (Pittsburgh District) 
Rev. Robert V. Ellson Mount Pleasant (Connellsville District) 
Rev. John E. Emigh Dempseytown: Oakland (Franklin District) 
Rev. Jonathan J. Fehl Corry First (Erie-Meadville) 
Rev. Beverly M. Gross Retirement 
Rev. Alfred H. Kimmel Retirement 
Rev. Deborah L. Kociban Templeton Charge (Indiana District) 
Rev. D. Christopher Livermore Charter Oak: Jeannette Campus  
Rev. W. Stephen Morse Central Highlands (Washington District) 
Rev. Nancy K. Shute Monaca (Butler District) 
Rev. Jack L. Tickle III Fairview UMC (Erie-Meadville) 
Rev. Benjamin T. Zimmerman Allegheny Headwaters Charge (Kane District) 

 

WELCOME TO THE GREENSBURG DISTRICT: 
Rev. Pamela S. Armstrong McKeesport Charge  
Rev. David S. Coul Murrysville: First 
Rev. Anette V. Gerber Greensburg: First 
Rev. John E. Gerber S. Greensburg & Youngwood: St. Paul’s 
Rev. Ronald L. Emery Derry/Hillside Charge 
Rev. Randolph K. Landman West Newton/Herminie Charge 
Rev. William B. Meekins Jr. McKeesport Charge 
Rev. Pamela C. Ramsey Lower Burrell: Bethel (Associate Pastor) 
Rev. Kathleen A. Schoeneck Turtle Creek: McMasters/ Pitcairn: Center Ave 
Rev. Rex A. Wasser Lower Burrell: Bethel 
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 GREENSBURG DISTRICT CONFERENCE MINUTES 
         May 1, 2016 

        4:00 pm 
 
 
Minutes recorded by Pam Todd (& Lori Begg) 

Pastor Chris Livermore greeted everyone and worship was provided by Murrysville First UMC Praise 
Band. 

Rev. Pat Nelson, Greensburg District Superintendent, called the district conference to order.  She 
opened the conference with prayer.  She announced that Cheryl Cotton, our Cokesbury Rep, was 
present with a display outside the sanctuary and was offering free shipping today.  The new bishop 
will be announced on July 15th and on Oct 1st at 2 PM there will be a service for the bishop.  C. Fred 
Zickefoose was just announced to be appointed to Hyndman (Connellsville Charge).  An 
appointment to Rector charge has not been made yet.   

A motion to approve the 2015 Minutes was made by Rev. Ron Raptosh and seconded by Rev. Scott 
Gallagher.  A unanimous vote was cast.   

Connectional Apportionments 
As a whole, the Greensburg District has achieved 90.3% of the connectional apportionments for 
2015.  Certificates were awarded to those churches who exceeded the 100% apportionment and to 
those who achieved 100%.   

Church Building and Location 
A question was asked about why missions were not listed and Pat responded that they were not a 
formal committee and that there is not a reference person identified.   Instead, contact the district 
office about mission questions.  Bev Gross was added to the Church Building and Location 
committee.   

Lay Equalization 2017 
Those elected in 2015 will be attending the 2016 Annual Conference.  The following people were to 
be added to the 2017 Annual Conference: Pam Todd (Youngwood: St. Paul), Deb Ormay (Oakmont), 
Jim Blosat (N.Huntingdon-Christ), Kendra Simpson (Harrison City: Community), Diane Helms 
(Jeannette First). 

Superintendent’s Report 
Rev. Pat Nelson highlighted her report by stating that Salvation ≠ Discipleship and identified the 
difference between making disciples and growing disciples.  As she continues the theme of “Moving 
from Maintenance to Ministry through: Worship, Growing and Serving”, she is focusing on 
discipleship and is incorporating a book study in May.  The book is called “The High Definition 
Leader: Building Multi-Ethnic Churches in a Multi-Ethnic World”.  At Charge Conference, churches 
will be expected to report on their intentional strategy towards discipleship.  More details will 
follow in the upcoming months. 

District Council on Ministry (Rev. John E. Flower, Jr. was not present, report presented by Rev. 
Pat Nelson) 
Pat highlighted the last 2 paragraphs of John’s report (p. 12 of the District Conference Booklet), by 
stating that there is so much we can (and are doing) together.  The movie, God’s Not Dead II, is out 
now and certainly God is alive in the Greensburg District.  Get out and share the love of Christ! 
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District Committee on Superintendency (Paul Huey) 
Paul stated that the committee only had 1 meeting and they plan to have future meetings. It was a 
transitional year for the committee.   

District Committee on Ordained Ministry (Dick Markle) 
The report is effective July 1, 2016.  This committee guides people in the profession of ministry; 
everyone starts here.   

District Committee on Youth (Pastor Jack Tickle) 
Pastor Jack wore the T-shirt the youth received at the retreat, which showcased their theme: 
Identity: Who We Are in Christ.  Jack also stated how underutilized our youth are and that he has 6 
churches participating with the youth group.  He would like to see that number grow.   

District United Methodist Women (Cindy Carasia) 
The member number is down to 600, several were lost due to deaths.  Spring meeting was in 
Youngwood and Cindy said that the perception is that the UMW is dying so don’t get involved.  She 
said it is clearly not as they continue to focus on Women, Children and Youth.  The upcoming 
meeting will feature Doreen Griffith and men are invited as well to attend.  On September 7, 2016, 
Christine Rogan will speak to the UMW.  Cindy is willing to travel to other churches to help with 
UMW issues.   

District Board of Church Location & Building (Jill Croushore) 
Jill spoke of her own personal “Burning Bush” story at First UMC.  Originally this committee was a 
“visioning” committee.  She closed by saying “Love your building, love your people enough to let 
them go (for all the right reasons)”.   

District Trustee Report (Rev. Bob Ellson) 
There was not much to report.  The parsonage is in good condition.   

District Lay Leader Report (Paul Huey) 
This was a year of learning and change.  Pam Todd and I see this as a team effort.  There were 3 
meetings at 3 different locations with a total of 15 people at the meetings.  Paul feels it’s important 
to be responsive to the needs, so he doesn’t want to plan too far in advance.  Our greatest asset is 
our laity and we need to listen to them and God for direction.  Paul encouraged more people to 
attend so the team can get a better feel of the needs.   

District School for Lay Development/Lay Ministries (Pam Todd) 
Pam referenced her devotion that morning was from Exodus and how God called Moses to serve.  
The Lay Servant Ministry equips people to serve by helping them to discover their gifts.  Elizabeth 
Somes built a strong foundation to work from and we are moving away from Lenten Lay School due 
to the hectic Lenten Season.  There will be 2 classes offered in Summer 2016.  Classes will begin on 
Tuesday and Wednesday (June 22/23) and continue through July 28/29).  Both classes will be held 
at Harrison City: Community UMC beginning at 7 PM.  Fall classes will target?  A new polity class is 
offered and Dr. David Morse will wait until after General Conference to announce it.  A helpful 
resource that breaks down the requirements and offers guidelines for lay servants vs. lay speakers 
can be found in the district conference booklet on p. 22.  The ministry is in need of host churches. 

District Helpshop Committee (submitted by Rhea Summit, Rev. Steve Morse commented) 
The Helpshop will occur next October.  It is very work intensive.   
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Zimbabwe Partnership Report (presented by Rev. Pat Nelson) 
Harare West was discussed. 
 
District Disaster Response Report (Rev. Richard Ziegenfus) 
We have not been called out for any major response.  We have helped individuals (New Castle 
resident with flooded basement).  Collaborating with Johnstown and Connellsville Districts where 
the equipment is located.   Will offer an 8 hour FEMA certified ERT Training which will be 
announced in late summer.  ERT re-certification was last June and Calvin Cook will put together 
another class.   
 
Mission Engagement at Greensburg: FIRST (Rev.  Steve Morse) 
Spark Mission Team in Greensburg is being the light in their city to the Homeless Shelter across 
from the church.  Many of the windows from the shelter faced the church and the church has 
embraced the shelter and many shelter residents are now becoming members.   
 
Denman Award  
Due May 20.  Nomination forms are in the District Conference booklet and on the conference 
website.  
 
Rev. Pat Nelson asked if there were any other reports, additions/corrections to discuss.  There were 
none.  A motion was made to approve by Rev. Steve Morse and second by Rev. Bob Ellson.  All were 
in favor.   
 
A collection was taken for No More Malaria and we raised $402.10.  So far, we have raised 
$68Million and our goal is $75Million.   
 
Rev. Chris Kindle, WPAUMC Director of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation was our keynote 
speaker.  He spoke about “Discipleship Launch”.  Rev. Kindle discussed the role/purpose of a 
disciple making church.  The UMC Mission statement is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the world”.  To make disciples, we need to have an unshakable devotion to lead 
our churches towards discipleship.  Secondly, we must be a selfless community.  The church isn’t 
here to serve us, it’s here to serve others.  Third, the church needs a consuming focus.  We must be 
so passionate about Jesus.  The church must be the most popular place in town.  Discipleship is 
community and serving; not just taking classes.  Our communities are dying for this type of church.   
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CONNECTIONAL APPORTIONMENT GIVING 2016 

 

OVER 100% 
Delmont: Faith   Madison 
Harrison City: Community  McKeesport: Christy Park 
Glenwood  Mount Lebanon 
Greensburg: First  Youngwood: St. Paul 

 

100% 
Bradenville  McKeesport: Calvary 
Center Avenue   McKeesport: West Side 
Charter Oak   Middletown  
Derry: First   Miller  
East McKeesport: First  Monroeville  
Germany  Murrysville: First  
Glenwood  New Alexandria 
Greensburg: Trinity  New Kensington 
Greensburg: Otterbein   New Stanton 
Herminie # 2  Oakmont  
Holiday Park   Penns Woods  
Jeannette: First  Pleasant Unity 
Jeannette: Gethsemane   Saltsburg: First 
Latrobe   Trafford: Trinity 
Latrobe: Bethany   Turtle Creek: Electric Heights  
Ligonier: Calvary   Turtle Creek: McMasters 
Ligonier: Heritage   Waterford  
Lower Burrell: Bethel   West Newton: First 
Luxor    
Madison: Hilltop   
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CONNECTIONAL APPORTIONMENTS 2016  
(AS PER THE CONFERENCE WEBSITE) 

Church 
Name Charge Name 

2016 
Connectional 

Apportionment 

Connectional 
Apportionment 

Received Pct% 
Arona Arona/Herminie #2 $2,689 $1,618 60.2% 
Herminie #2 Arona/Herminie #2 $1,555 $1,555 100.0% 
Bradenville Bradenville $3,361 $3,361 100.0% 
Charter Oak Charter Oak $167,637 $167,637 100.0% 
Circleville Circleville $23,483 $15,655 66.7% 
Faith Delmont: Faith $38,183 $38,570 101.0% 
First Derry:First/Hillside $16,204 $16,204 100.0% 
Hillside Derry:First/Hillside $7,902 $6,954 88.0% 
Germany Germany $3,169 $3,169 100.0% 
First Greensburg: First $44,274 $44,294 100.0% 
Otterbein Greensburg: Otterbein $26,381 $26,381 100.0% 

Community 
Harrison City: 
Community $148,456 $150,061 101.1% 

First Herminie/West Newton $9,217 $9,217 100.0% 
Herminie Herminie/West Newton $12,773 $10,644 83.3% 
Holiday Park Holiday Park $59,899 $59,899 100.0% 
First Irwin $42,298 $25,349 59.9% 
First Jeannette:First $6,654 $6,654 100.0% 
Trinity Luxor/Trinity $6,979 $6,984 100.1% 
Latrobe Latrobe $46,324 $46,324 100.0% 
Bethany Latrobe: Bethany $31,997 $31,997 100.0% 
First Leechburg: First $20,738 $18,664 90.0% 
Calvary Ligonier: Calvary $12,506 $12,506 100.0% 
Heritage Ligonier: Heritage $43,193 $43,193 100.0% 
Bethel Lower Burrell: Bethel $21,703 $21,703 100.0% 
Luxor Luxor/Trinity $3,302 $3,302 100.0% 
Calvary Lycippus:Calvary $1,593 $1,200 75.3% 
Madison Madison $6,938 $7,092 102.2% 

Hilltop Madison: Hilltop $14,759 $14,759 100.0% 

Electric 
Heights 

Manor:First/Turtle Creek 
Electric Heights $5,631 $5,631 100.0% 

First 
Manor:First/Turtle Creek 
Electric Heights $10,201 $7,500 73.5% 

Beulah Park 
McKeesport - Beulah 
Park/ Christy Park $16,391 $1,220 7.4% 

Christy Park 
McKeesport - Beulah 
Park/ Christy Park $5,928 $5,958 100.5% 

Dravosburg 
McKeesport - 
Dravosburg/West Side $11,238 $4,568 40.6% 

West Side 
McKeesport - 
Dravosburg/West Side $6,416 $6,416 100.0% 

Calvary McKeesport: Calvary $4,836 $4,836 100.0% 

First 
McKeesport: 
First/Kephart/Wesley $11,329 $3,500 30.9% 
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Church 
Name Charge Name 

2016 
Connectional 

Apportionment 

Connectional 
Apportionment 

Received Pct% 
Kephart 
Memorial 

McKeesport: 
First/Kephart/Wesley $6,227 $4,500 72.3% 

 
Wesley 

McKeesport: 
First/Kephart/Wesley $6,048 $585 9.7% 

Highland 
Grove 

McKeesport: Highland 
Grove $6,833 $5,704 83.5% 

Gethsemane 
Middletown/Jeannette:G
ethsemane $5,583 $5,583 100.0% 

Middletown 
Middletown/Jeannette:G
ethsemane $9,694 $9,694 100.0% 

Miller Miller $4,091 $4,091 100.0% 
Monroeville Monroeville $59,134 $59,134 100.0% 
Garden City Monroeville: Garden City $26,559 $22,538 84.9% 
First Murrysville $48,680 $48,680 100.0% 
New 
Alexandria New Alexandria $7,746 $7,746 100.0% 
New Stanton New Stanton $38,889 $38,889 100.0% 
Christ North Huntingdon: Christ $19,712 $13,670 69.3% 
Oakmont Oakmont $27,800 $27,800 100.0% 
Center 
Avenue Penn Center East $14,129 $14,129 100.0% 
First Penn Center East $7,832 $7,832 100.0% 
Penns 
Woods Penn Center East $5,565 $5,565 100.0% 
Port Vue Port Vue $24,611 $20,614 83.8% 
Rector Rector $3,531 $1,395 39.5% 
Waterford Rector $5,936 $5,936 100.0% 
First Saltsburg $4,176 $4,176 100.0% 
South 
Greensburg South Greensburg $15,246 $9,726 63.8% 
Glenwood Tarrs $1,595 $1,599 100.3% 
Mount 
Lebanon Tarrs $5,474 $5,600 102.3% 
Wyano Tarrs $1,423 $750 52.7% 
Trinity Trafford: Trinity $14,760 $14,760 100.0% 
Arnold Tri-City $10,258 $2,689 26.2% 
Braeburn Tri-City $3,473 $1,000 28.8% 
New 
Kensington Tri-City $13,966 $13,967 100.0% 
McMasters Turtle Creek:McMasters $19,004 $19,004 100.0% 
Christ Youngwood: Christ $33,040 $20,370 61.7% 
Pleasant 
Unity 

Youngwood: St. 
Paul/Pleasant Unity $5,606 $5,606 100.0% 

Saint Paul 
Youngwood: St. 
Paul/Pleasant Unity $10,657 $10,955 102.8% 

District At 
Large    $7,800  

 
Greensburg District 
Totals $1,363,415 $1,256,661 92.2% 
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT LEADERSHIP 2017-2018 
POSITION NAME EMAIL PHONE 
District Superintendent Patricia M. 

Nelson 
greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org 724-461-7178 

Administrative Assistant LORI BEGG greensburg.office@wpaumc.org 724-461-7178 
 DISTRICT CONNECTIONAL LEADERSHIP TEAMS (DCLT) 
Chair John Flower jflower5@verizon.net 724-238-2627 
Vice Chair TBS     
Secretary TBS     
Board of Laity  Chair TBS     
Church Building/Location Chair TBS     
DBOM (Comm. On Ministry) Ron Raptosh raptosh@windstream.net 724-845-8761 
DCOS (Superintendency) PAUL HUEY gbghue520@outlook.com 724-787-7629 
Dismantling Racism Team Scott 

Gallagher 
pastorscottg@yahoo.com 412-372-4765 

District Trustees Chair TBS     
Lay Servant Ministry Coord. Chair TBS    
Lay Leader PAUL HUEY gbghue520@outlook.com 724-787-7629 
Nominations/Leadership Pat Nelson greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org 724-461-7178 
Youth Ministry Team Chair TBS    
UM Men Chair TBS     
UM Women CYNTHIA 

CARASIA 
crocxpres@comcast.net 724-527-3639 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND TEAMS 
BOARD OF LAITY       
Chair:  TBS     
Lay Leader PAUL HUEY gbghue520@outlook.com 724-784-7629 
Lay Servant Ministry Coord. TBS     
        
CHURCH BUILDING AND LOCATION (CBL) 
Chair:  TBS    
  MARY LOU 

FITZGERALD 
cecil.fitzgerald@comcast.net 724-836-1466 

  Joshua 
Ricketts 

pastorjosh.calvary@verizon.net 724-238-9840 

  Beverly 
Gross 

bevrev@stargate.net C:412-953-4041 

 
 
 
 
 

Continue onto next page 
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT LEADERSHIP 2017-2018  
(CONTINUED) 

DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND TEAMS (continued) 
DBOM - COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY 
Chair: Ron Raptosh Ron Raptosh raptosh@windstream.net 724-845-8761 
  GENE 

ADAMS 
cadams77@comcast.net 412-302-2528 

  PAUL HUEY madark2@verizon.net 724-787-7629 
  Justin Judy jjudy79@gmail.com 724-594-4073 
  Scott 

Gallagher 
pastorscottg@yahoo.com 412-372-4765 

  DON 
PEARRELL 

dpearrell@verizon.net 412-848-2589 

  Tony Fallisi tfallisi@hotmail.com 724-612-6901 
       
DCOS - SUPERINTENDENCY 
Chair: PAUL HUEY PAUL HUEY gbghue520@outlook.com 724-787-7629 
  Hyung Suk 

Joe 
hsjoe@hotmail.com 412-389-2803 

  GAIL YOUNG  Gyoung32@comcast.net 724-863-6530 
  RAY 

HARTLAND 
Raydi534@comcast.net 724-972-2830 

        
DISMANTLING RACISM TEAM 
Chair: Scott Gallagher Scott 

Gallagher 
pastorscottg@yahoo.com 412-372-4765 

        
DISTRICT TRUSTEES 
Chair:  TBS     
  NELLIE 

BROWN 
 enkbrown@yahoo.com 724-863-6874 

  BILL 
DEMPSEY 

  724-593-2373 

  Bob Ellson rvellson@hotmail.com 724-787-6234 
  Tammy 

Falcsik 
fjimandtam@comcast.net 724-972-8756 

  Bill Kemp bill@notperfectyet.com 412-798-2808 
  LOUWANA 

MOCK 
wmdmock@verizon.net 724-850-9533 

       
LAY SERVANT MINISTRY TEAM 
Coordinator: TBS     

 
 

Continue onto next page 
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT LEADERSHIP 2017-2018 
(CONTINUED) 

 
DISTRICT COMMITTEES AND TEAMS (continued) 
NOMINATIONS/LEADERSHIP 
Chair: Pat Nelson Pat Nelson greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org 724-863-5673 
  Chuck 

Shaffer 
pcshaffer1@gmail.com 724-593-7343 

  PAUL HUEY madark2@verizon.net 724-787-7629 
  Ray Lyon admin@circlevilleumc.org 724-864-1581 
        
Nominations are being accepted for various committee and ministry team leadership.  Please submit 
name/contact information and interested committee to District Office. Please also submit corrections 
to the information above to the District Office by emailing Lori Begg at  
greensburg.office@wpaumc.org  or DS Rev. Pat Nelson at Greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org or by calling 
the office at 724-461-7178.  Thank you!  
 

 

  

mailto:greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org
mailto:pcshaffer1@gmail.com
mailto:madark2@verizon.net
mailto:admin@circlevilleumc.org
mailto:greensburg.office@wpaumc.org
mailto:Greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org
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2017 GREENSBURG DISTRICT COMMITTEE OPPORTUNITIES 
Meeting times and locations vary according to need and makeup of committee 

 

BOARD OF LAITY – comprised primarily of lay persons with a focus toward helping strengthen the 
laity and local church lay leaders in the district.  

LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES – coordinates the district lay servant ministry classes for persons 
interested in developing their lay servant skills.  

UNITED METHODIST MEN – encouraging and developing men’s ministries on the district. 

YOUTH MINISTRIES TEAM – develops youth ministries and encourages youth in their faith 
development on the district.  

CHURCH BUILDING AND LOCATION – oversees the purchases, sales, and property concerns of local 
churches (new buildings, renovations, parsonages, closings, etc) on the district.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – specifically manages the needs related to the district office and district 
parsonage. 

COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY – the district equivalent to an SPRC committee; and is the 
support system for the District Superintendent.  

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS/LEADERSHIP – helps provide opportunities for laity and clergy to 
serve on a district level with committees and ministry teams. This group also helps develop new 
committees/teams as necessary for the strategic mission and ministry of the Greensburg District.  

DISMANTLING RACISM – a new ministry team who will focus specifically on resourcing clergy and 
laity with practical assistance in becoming aware of, and dismantling racism, within their 
congregation and community.  

If you are interested in participating in one of these areas, please contact the District 
Superintendent with the following information:  

 

Name 

Contact Information (phone and email) 

Area of Interest 

Church  

Lay or Clergy 

 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH!!   
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT LAY EQUALIZATION DELEGATES 2017 
NOMINATED AT 2017 DISTRICT CONFERENCE FOR 2018 ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 
District Lay Leader Paul Huey (Charter Oak) 

Young Adults Under 30  
Youth Under 18   

District Youth President Grant Keefer (Youngwood  Christ) 
District UMW President Cindy Carasia (Charter Oak: Jeannette) 

District UMM Representative      TBA 
 

Church First Name Last Name Title 
Bethany:Latrobe Cherie Palmer Equalization 
Bethany:Latrobe Naomi Harriger Equalization 
Bethel: Lower Burrell Ed King Equalization 
Bethel: Lower Burrell Gary Moran Equalization 
Charter Oak Rich Hoffman Equalization 
Christ Youngwood Jennifer Keefer Equalization 
Circleville Tyler Dempsey Equalization 
Circleville Cole Dempsey Equalization 
Community: Harrison City Elizabeth Somes Equalization 
Community: Harrison City Kendra Simpson Equalization 
Garden City Sharon Gallagher Equalization 
Garden City Dennis Westbrooks Equalization 
Garden City Richard Hill Equalization 
Garden City Barbara Payne Equalization 
Garden City Richard Payne Equalization 
Greensburg: First James Caffrey Equalization 
Latrobe Bonnie Harr Equalization 
Leechburg: First Jo Ellen Stewart Equalization 
Leechburg: First Norma F. Ewing Equalization 
Ligonier: Calvary Debbie Stouffer Equalization 
Madison: Hilltop Lori Bergman Equalization 
McMasters Paula Nader Equalization 
New Alexandria Barb Heiple Equalization 
New Alexandria Laramie Cowan Equalization 
Oakmont Tina Whitehead Equalization 
Oakmont Deborah Ormay Equalization 
Penn Center East (Center Ave) Ellis Michaels Equalization 
Rector Waterford Esther Berkey Equalization 
South Greensburg Barb Lehman Equalization 
St. Paul Daryl Mains Equalization 
St. Paul Jim Gross Equalization 
West Side June Jordan Equalization 
At Large Paul Nelson Equalization 

 ADD: SARAH RAPTOSH-DELMONT FAITH 
 BEV GROSS- RETIRED PASTOR 
 SONG CHOI?  
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DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT  
DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

April 2017 

 

Our theme as a district has been: Moving from Maintenance to Ministry through Worship, Growing 
and Serving.  As a district, much of our worship is inspiring and energetic. Much of our growth as 
disciples is evident in small group studies, Sunday School Classes, and opportunities for people to 
be intentional in their faith development.  The slide show of our district shows us growing as 
disciples and providing those places for people to deepen their love for Jesus. The next step in our 
movement from maintenance to ministry is when the disciples of Jesus follow the example of Jesus 
and serve others with Jesus….especially those who go beyond the doors of our congregations.  

Serving with Jesus means for our congregations to deliberately examine places of need in our 
communities and build relationships with people who aren’t included in the life of your church.  
Just as mission trips infuse a church with energy and vitality; the mission field of your community is 
ready to receive the love and presence of Jesus that only your church can offer. When our service 
as a church is lived out as a response to our worship of God and the deepening of our faith journey 
with God – then revival is a natural byproduct! Our district praying for revival was the main 
conclusion from the first book study group!  

The church in Zimbabwe is experiencing a revival of faith. The UMC in Zimbabwe is growing faster 
than the buildings can be built. The people in those churches gather to worship together, they have 
their small group discipleship training in various homes, and they go into their communities. They 
demonstrate their love for Jesus in practical ways by serving their neighbors. For Zimbabwe – it’s 
not just a matter of physical survival; it’s a matter of faith-in-Jesus-revival!  

There are a number of other wonderful resources for you to participate in this year (see the 
upcoming events for a more complete list): 

District Book Study – Rev. Derwin Gray wrote a book called “The High Definition Leader: Building 
Multi-Ethnic Churches in a Multi-Ethnic World.” It’s an excellent read, and a second group in the 
district is studying the book.  It is my hope that the persons who complete the book study, will form 
their own groups, and that this study will move across the district with both laity and clergy.  The 
book will assist us in our 5 Areas of Focus as well as direct conversations in developing 
opportunities to serve those in our communities.  

Older Adult Ministries Retreat – for laity and clergy will be led by Rev. Dr. Will Randolph (Director of 
Aging and Older Adult Ministries). The retreat will provide very practical resources for churches 
who have middle aged and older adults in their congregation presently, or for persons who 
anticipate growing older themselves in the church! 

Paul and I continue to count you as friends and colleagues in ministry. We are blessed to be in 
ministry with you, and we are grateful to God to be with you during this time and season in the life 
of the Church. Thanks be to God for bringing us all together – for such a time as this.  

Pat Nelson 
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2017 Charge Conference Emphasis will be on serving with Jesus outside the church’s faith 
community.  Time will be allotted at the conference for each congregation to share how God is 
currently reviving your church, with the help of Jesus. We will also discuss what your plans are for 
continued service to others through the WPAUMC Five Areas of Focus.  

 

5 AREAS OF FOCUS – WPAUMC 

 
Based on the belief that “God will make a significant difference in our world and church if we work 
in committed and cooperative ways around these five areas of focus.”  

Developing principled Christian leaders for the church and the world. 

The church must recruit young people for ministry and provide them with the skills necessary to be 
effective in this new time of opportunity.  That includes women and people of color the world 
over.  Similarly, we must offer leadership training for people who are in ministry in countless ways.  

Creating new places for new people by starting new congregations and renewing existing ones. 

If we are to remain faithful to our commitment to transform the world, we will reach out with 
genuine hospitality to people wherever they are.  We will make them feel welcome as we start new 
faith communities, seek to renew existing ones and inspire faithful discipleship. 

Engaging in ministry with the poor. 

As an expression of our discipleship, United Methodists seek to alleviate conditions that undermine 
quality of life and limit the opportunity to flourish, as we believe God intends for us all. As with 
John Wesley, we seek to change conditions that are unjust, alienating and disempowering. 

Stamping out killer diseases by improving health globally. 

The Global Health Initiative is major area of focus for the ministry of The United Methodist Church, 
which aims to combat diseases of poverty such as malaria, HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis as well as 
provide health education, advocacy and infrastructure. We have long been a key player in the fight 
against malaria through the hospitals, clinics and missions centers we have operated across Africa 
for more than 160 years. 

Dismantling racism. 

We are committed to creating a culture of inclusiveness. We are richer with diversity and we will 
continue to find ways to witness with full inclusion and the embracing of all our sisters and brothers 
of color. 
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DISTRICT COUNCIL ON MINISTRY REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 4, 2017, for the Greensburg District Meeting of April 30th 
 
The Members of Heritage church welcome you as brothers and sisters in Christ.  We are pleased 
you have come to Ligonier!  At conclusion of the afternoon, if you are not in a hurry, you are 
welcome to go with some of us less than a mile away to the spring revival, sponsored by the 
Ligonier Valley Association of Churches.  Keynote speaker is Mr. Craig Wolfley, a former linebacker 
of Pittsburgh Steeler fame (1980-1989), and a noted Christian speaker; or if you stop at one of our 
eateries you will find something tasty.   
 
Heritage Church, previously known as First United Methodist Church and originally known as the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church of Ligonier, was started by Redstone Circuit riders and a 1788 
chartering letter postmarked in Bristol England, signed by John Wesley.  We came from where the 
nearby Calvary United Methodist Church is to this site in 1857.  The 1857 church was torn down to 
build the stone church you are now in.  The 1903 organ was an Andrew Carnegie organ.  The same 
company replaced it in the 1980’s with this antiphonal organ.  In the last six years half a dozen 
young adults associated with Heritage have declared for full time ministry either with the UMC or 
with kindred ministries.  Heritage is known as a community based church, piloting three weekly 
services of worship on site and eight more Sunday morning worship services at assisted living 
communities, led by Greensburg District certified lay speakers and retired clergy from throughout 
the District.  Annually we deploy mission teams to disaster relief locally, regionally, and nationally, 
and children’s ministry teams to Nicaragua.  Currently we are in the midst of a capital fund 
campaign seeking up to 2.5 million to renovate the attached building for accessibility and even 
better community based ministry. 
  
As Chair of the Greensburg District Committee on Ministry it is my pleasure to work with the 
District Superintendent and the Chairs of the various District Committees and the District Lay 
Leaders.  This committee is responsible for the “vision” of shared ministries on the Greensburg 
District, and coordinating the implementation of those ministries.  This includes such shared 
endeavors as District Lay School, Project Happy Feet, the Hospitality Center at the County Fair, and 
worship celebrations such as the Martin L King observance.   
 
With 69 United Methodist churches and nearly 25,000 professing Methodists on the District united 
in the saving grace of our Lord Jesus and Wesley’s emphasis on social action, there is much we 
might do.  If you feel God’s nudge leading you into shared ministry on our district, be in contact 
with your pastor, with Rev. Pat Nelson, or myself. 
 
Together in the shared ministry of Jesus, the Christ, 
 
Rev. John E. Flower, Jr. 724-238-2627 
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2017 DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON SUPERINTENDENCY REPORT  
  

 

The purpose of the committee on district superintendency shall be to support the 
district superintendent of the district in the oversight of the spiritual and temporal 
affairs of the church, with special emphasis on the district where the superintendent 
has responsibilities. (P66.4) 

 

Once again, there is not a great deal to report on for the District Committee on Superintendency for 
the past year.  I feel that is a good thing. 

 

Overall things are in good shape with our District Superintendent.  We are blessed to have Pat as 
our DS and look forward to her leadership in the coming year. 

 

One task that the committee has taken on is the redesign of our district banner.  While not 
complete yet, we continue to work on it and are excited to unveil it in the future. 

 

A planning meeting will be scheduled after District Conference where new members and the rest of 
the committee can get acquainted with one another and to establish a schedule for the rest of the 
year. 

 
 
Blessings, 
Paul Huey 
Greensburg District Committee on Superintendency   
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2017 DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON ORDAINED MINISTRY  
 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY MEMBERS 
CERTIFIED CANDIDATES; LOCAL PASTORS AND  

CERTIFIED LAY MINISTERS 
FOR DISTRICT CONFERENCE, April 30, 2017 

 
DISTRICT COMMITTEE 

District Superintendent: Patricia M. Nelson 
Chair: Ronald W. Raptosh 

Registrar: Scott L.F. Gallagher 
 
Members: EUGENE D. ADAMS, Sung S. Chung, Anthony S. Fallisi, Scott L.F. Gallagher, 
CYNTHIA E. HILL, PAUL W. HUEY, Justin R. Judy, William D. Mock, DONALD J. 
PEARRELL, Ronald W. Raptosh, Nancy K. Shute 
Enrolled in UMCARES: 
 
Isabella Cheplick 
David N. Lettrich 
Scotty Ritenour 

Declared Candidates  
 
Kimberly Foos 
Paul R. Funk 
Steven C. McIlvaine 
Christopher M. Morris 

Certified Candidates  
(Available for appt) 
 

Associate Members 
 

Provisional Members  
 
Robert V. Ellson 
(2016)  
Jonathan J. Hartland 
(2016) 
Jack L. Tickle, III 
(2015) 
 

Withdrawn/Discontinued/Transferred 
 
Andrew J. Flower (2016) Withdrawn 
Rhea Summit (2016) Withdrawn 
Dennis M. Williams (2017) Withdrawn 
 

Endorsed CLMs 
 
TRACEY V. BURTON 
RICHARD P.  ZIEGENFUS 

FT Local Pastors  
 
Karen L. Burns Hecht 
Joshua H. Ricketts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PT Local Pastors 
 
Bruce A. Anthony 
Gregory D. Butler 
Jill M. Croushore (PTS) 
Tammy L. Falcsik 
Robert W. Green 
D. Bruce Keen 
Beth A. Meier (PTS) 
Pamela C. Ramsey  
Sharon S. Waltenbaugh 
Timothy R. Williams  
Benjamin T. Zimmerman  
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT YOUTH REPORT 2016-2017 

 
It is always a blessing working with the Greensburg District Youth. We have a dedicated group of 
youth leaders as well as youth officers that help plan and lead different events throughout the year. 
It is impressive seeing the talents and gifts for ministry that so many of our teenagers possess. They 
plan the events, all the details, plan and implement the various games, design the Tshirts, lead us in 
worship, create videos highlighting our different events, and as a team create a Christ centered 
theme for the year. 

There were four district youth events this year with between 5-7 churches participating. Each event 
includes some team building, fellowship, and worship. In October, we started with our “Kick-off 
Event” at Jumonville which included hiking, games, food, worship, and Holy Communion at the 
cross. In November, we have a bowling event held the Friday evening after Thanksgiving. There is 
always some form of outreach project. It changes year by year and this year we collected items for 
the Blackburn Center. We played games, worshipped, and then went to Cosmic Bowling in 
Greensburg. At the end of December, we held our yearly Lock-In at HotShots Sports Arena. Youth 
participated in group games, skating, climbing tubes, worship, and fellowship.  
 
We end each year with a Retreat at Camp Allegheny. Everything we do is in preparation and leading 
up to the retreat. Seven churches comprising of 66 youth and 21 adults melded together for a 
spirit-filled weekend. Bryan Snyder & Jimmy Gionti led us in worship, study, and reflection over the 
course of 3 days. The youth had an opportunity to connect to one another and grow closer in 
Christ. We continued the still new tradition of having a dance party following the talent show, 
before a time of worship preparation leading into the Quaker service. The Quaker service provided 
a time for youth to express their hurts, anxiety, fears, and changes in a safe and semi-anonymous 
setting. We followed this time up with providing opportunity for healing, restoration, and renewal 
of Christ through prayer and anointing. The youth show what it means to be the body of Christ in 
that service as they are there for each other in big ways. They are hugging and praying with their 
brothers and sisters present, providing for them a comforting presence together. By the end of the 
weekend we had truly become “one body” in Christ.  

The Greensburg District Youth always makes Christ the focus encompassing worship, fellowship, 
community, games, and prayer for every event. Individual youth groups have formed a community 
together within the district through these events.  

We have not begun the preparations for next year and are always looking for more leaders and 
church participation! If you are interested, contact the District Office or Jack Tickle for more 
information. The Greensburg District Youth is a great place for youth and youth groups to 
participate in something bigger than their local group and connect with the larger body of brothers 
and sisters in Christ their own age. 
 
Pastor Jack Tickle 
District Youth Coordinator  
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
2016-2017 Events 

2016 ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AND BREAKFASTS were held on February 10, 2016, 
at four locations, as outlined below: 

 East:  Waterford UMC:  Rev. Aimee Twigg 
 North:  McMasters UMC: Rev. Donald Brauer 
 West:  Holiday Park UMC:  Rev. Anthony Fallisi 
 Central:  New Stanton UMC: Rev. Kenneth Bossart 
 
GREENSBURG DISTRICT SPRING MEETING:  Saturday, April 23, 2016, at Christ UMC, Youngwood.  
Awards for 2015 were presented and Annual Memorial Service was conducted.  Program Presenter: 
Rev. Debbie Hills regarding “The Church and People with Disabilities” 
 

NE JURISDICTION MEETING:  Held June 16-18, 2016, in Syracuse, NY.  Theme: “A Fresh Wind 
Blowing.”  

2016 MISSION u: California University of PA 

Dean- Pastor Michael Airgood, Pastor of Pine Run UMC and former missionary 
One session was held from Thursday through Sunday, July 21-24, 2016.  One Sampler Day on 
Saturday, July 23, 2016 
Spiritual Growth Study -- The Bible and Human Sexuality: Claiming God’s Good Gift 
Geographic Study -- Latin America: People and Faith (2nd year) 
Social Issue Study – Climate Change: Call to Hope and Action  
Youth (grades 6-12) -- Climate Justice and Hands-on Mission Projects (July 19-24, 2016) 
Scholarships available for adults, youth, and UNSTOPPABLE young women.   
 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT DAY APART:  Wednesday, September 7, 2016 
Location:  Camp Allegheny.  Speaker:  Christine Rogan, Conference Evangelist 
 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT FALL MEETING: Saturday, October 8, 2016   
Location: Derry United Methodist Church, Derry; Speaker: Doreen Griffith 
 

WPA UMW CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING:  Saturday, October 22, 2016 Location:  Meadville 
Grace United Methodist Church (Erie/Meadville District); Speaker:  Andris Salter, UMW Assistant 
General Secretary for International and National Ministries with Women, Children and Youth and 
Deaconess and Home Missioner Office 
 

CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, November 5, 2016, at the Conference 
Center 
 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, November 12, 2016, at the 
Lamplighter Restaurant   
 
 

2017 Events: 
DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, January 14, 2017, at the Carasia home 
 

CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, January 21, 2017, at the Conference Center 
 

2017 ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AND BREAKFASTS:  March 1, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.  
Locations:  Pleasant Unity UMC, Rev. Beverly Gross; Community Harrison City, Rev. Richard Phipps 
and Rev. John Ciampa 
 

CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, March 11, 2017, at the Conference Center 
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT SPRING MEETING:  Saturday, April 22, 2017, at Monroeville UMC.  Speaker: 
Jodale Barnhart, Mission Ambassador to Latin America 
 

2017 MISSION u: California University of PA; July 27 through July 30, 2017 [Sampler day July 29] 
Dean- Barbara Hess; Assistant Dean – Rev. Kenneth Haines  
Spiritual Growth Study – A Covenental Community, Part 1 
Geographic Study – Missionary Conferences of the UMC (Alaska, Oklahoma Indian Missionary 
Conference, Redbird Missionary Conference), Year 1 
Social Issue Study – Climate Justice, Year 2  
Youth and Children – Missionary Conferences 
Mini Mission u 2017 at Olmsted Manor: May 7 to May 9, 2017 (Sunday dinner through Tuesday 
lunch).  Spiritual Growth Study – Human Sexuality and the Bible (1 CEU)  Cost $160.00  
 Scholarships available for adults, children and youth, and UNSTOPPABLE young women.  
Contact Nita McCurdy (724-610-3615) or Cindy Carasia (724-527-3639) for more information. 

 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT DAY APART:  Wednesday, September 6, 2017 
Location:  Camp Allegheny.  Speaker:  Rev. Patricia Nelson, Greensburg District Superintendent 

 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT FALL MEETING:  Saturday, October 14, 2017, at Charter Oak UMC.   
Speaker: Dara Sterling; Topic: Climate Justice  
 

WPA UMW CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING:  Saturday, October 28, 2017, at Faith-Delmont.  
Keynote Speaker: Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 
 

CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, November 4, 2017, at the Conference 
Center 
 

GREENSBURG DISTRICT LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING:  Saturday, November 18, 2017 Location TBA 
 

Other information: 
 Greensburg District UMW spring newsletter, The Happenings, was mailed out on 

Friday, 02/17/2017. 
 Members of the Greensburg District UMW Leadership Team are available for Local 

Organization Visits (LOV).   
 Recruitment efforts are continuing to attract ladies to the Greensburg District UMW 

Leadership Team to share the duties and responsibilities, and to ensure the future 
viability of the organization.  Recently recruited a Chair of Education and Interpretation, 
as well as Membership Nurture and Outreach Chair.  Current opportunities include 
Central Sub-District Co-Chair, West Sub-District Co-Chair, and Nominations Committee 
openings.   

 UMW Third Annual Day of Giving to The Legacy Fund was Thursday, March 23, 2017; 
ongoing contributions are requested.  Access http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org  

 UMW National Assembly to be held in Columbus, Ohio, May 17-20, 2018 
 We continue to invite all clergy to come to our events, as clergy support is essential to 

the growth and future of UMW in all churches. 
Respectfully, 
 
Cindy Carasia 
Cindy Carasia, President (724-527-3639) 
Greensburg District United Methodist Women 
   

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/
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GREENSBURG DISTRICT BOARD OF CHURCH LOCATION & BUILDING 

District Conference Report – March 1, 2017 

Board Members: 
District Superintendent Pat Nelson 
Chair Jill Croushore 
Rev. Chris Livermore 
Rev. Josh Ricketts 
John Casper 
Mary Lou Fitzgerald 
Jason Piper 
Pam Todd 
 

Report: 
The Board has taken action on the following proposals: 

• Lebanon United Methodist Church Closure – 4/20/2016 
• Ligonier: Calvary United Methodist Church Sale of Parsonage – 6/15/2016 
• Germany United Methodist Church Building Project  - Site Approval on 12/14/2016 
• Derry: First United Methodist Church Purchase of Scafardi Property – 2/8/2017 
• Derry: First United Methodist Church Sale of Lazelle Rental Property – 2/8/2017 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 Jason Piper, Secretary 
 Jill Croushore, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
ADDENDUM:  
Since March 1, 2017 the Board has acted on the following:  

• McKeesport: Calvary Sale of Building Attached to Church – 4/13/2017 
• Murrysville: First – Acquisition of New Parsonage – 4/13/2017 
• Harrison City: Community – Approval of Church Building Addition – 3/12/2017 

 
The Church Building/Location Committee will meet again on May 17 to receive updates on ongoing 
conversations and building related matters in the District. Thank you very much to the committee 
for their diligence and work.  
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DISTRICT TRUSTEE REPORT 

 

District Trustee Report  
Chair: Bob Ellson  

Members: Louwana Mock, Bill Kemp, Pam Todd, Dawna Bates, Bill Dempsey 

 

The Greensburg District Trustees have primary responsibility for the District Office and the 
District Parsonage. While we have not had the need to meet often this past year, a couple 
of significant things have happened:  

 

The District Office has relocated from Irwin: First UMC to their new space at Delmont: 
Faith. You are always welcome to explore the “new digs” for the District Superintendent 
and District Administrative Assistant. Pat and Lori love the space and the location. You can 
visit at 307 Freeport Street, Delmont, PA 15626. The phone number is 724-461-7178 and 
the emails are the same: Lori – Greensburg.office@wpaumc.org and Pat – 
Greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org.  

 

The District Parsonage is located at 229 Londonderry Court, Monroeville, PA 15146. It’s a 
beautiful home, and the Nelson’s are appreciative of this place to call home; and they 
manage the housework and yard work together to maintain this property.  

 

The Trustees have also underwritten typical expenses related to the Office Relocation and 
the general Parsonage Property Maintenance.  

 

Thank you very much to the committee for your willingness to meet for conversation. My 
tenure as chair will be concluding because of an appointment in another district; however, 
I will keep you in my prayers as the work of the District Trustees continues. 

 

 

 

 

  

mailto:Greensburg.office@wpaumc.org
mailto:Greensburg.ds@wpaumc.org
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2017 ANNUAL LAY LEADER REPORT  

 

 

The last year has been a different one for me as your District Lay Leader.  Most of my involvement 
as Lay Leader has been at the conference level where I have been involved with the Conference 
Board of Laity.  

 

Over the last year, the board has begun a focus on re-invigorating the laity in our conference and to 
build a sense of unity.  It is exciting to see the commitment that the board has for the laity of our 
conference. 

While it’s an honor and privilege serving with the Conference Board of Laity, my priority this year 
will be the laity of the Greensburg District. 

So, in the coming year I plan to meet more with our laity to build on not only what the Conference 
board has as a vision, but to learn what the laity of our district need and what they envision for us. 

 

Since last year’s District Conference, I have had the opportunity to fill the pulpit in several churches 
across the district.  During those times, I have had the chance to worship with our laity and be 
inspired by them and their faith and commitment.  So many times, I entered the doors of those 
churches as a stranger, but without fail, I quickly felt welcomed and at home.  It is so nice to have 
the chance to meet so many new faces.  I look forward to what the coming year holds and the 
“friends” that I haven’t met yet. 

 

Once again, it has been an honor to serve as your District Lay Leader and I look forward to what the 
coming year has in store for our District. 

 

Blessings, 
Paul Huey 
Greensburg District Lay Leader 
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2017 DISTRICT SCHOOL FOR LAY DEVELOPMENT/LAY MINISTRIES 
 

Greetings and Salutations! 

Matthew 28:18-20 (NLT) 

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and 
on earth.  Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Teach these new 
disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am 

with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

The Greensburg District Lay Servant Ministries has been active throughout the 2016-2017 year by 
offering satellite classes around the District.  We began the year with a course offered at 
Monroeville UMC, moved to Community in Harrison City, Faith in Delmont, New Stanton, Heritage 
in Ligonier, Port Vue in McKeesport and had a total of 43 participants. We are currently holding a 
“Let’s Preach” class in Latrobe right now! 

I would like to extend a huge thank you to our class leaders:  Rev. David Morse, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Somes, Rev. Ronald Raptosh and Pastor Ardith Hill, Mr. Robert Hazlep, Rev. John Flower, Mrs. 
Nancy Denardo and Rev. Tom Kennedy. 

As I watched the sunrise this morning prior to beginning this report, I was reminded of the light of 
Christ as the midnight sky started to lighten into beautiful shades of blue with the reds appearing 
on the horizon.  The blending of the colors of that majestic scene also reminded me that as 
Disciples of Christ, we (clergy and laity) must work together to build the kingdom of God.  In order 
to “Show People Jesus,” pastors must lead their laity in the right direction, always encouraging 
them to step outside of their comfort zone to grow.  LSM is here to provide a solid foundation for 
the laity and to help them grow into better disciples and to gain a better understanding of the gifts 
and talents they possess.  

Thank you for the opportunity to be a part of this growth process which has enriched my own faith 
journey.  With God’s guidance and your assistance and support, LSM will continue to grow to meet 
all of your needs. Even as God is directing my steps to other places, and spending time with loved 
ones, I trust God will continue to direct your steps to the people and places that are part of God’s 
plan for you. I look forward to hearing from you at: 179 Sine Place, Bruceton Mills, WV  26525.  

Grace and Peace to you all! 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Pamela Todd 
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2017 DISASTER RESPONSE REPORT 
 

Greensburg District Resources Teams – Disaster 

Submitted by: Richard Ziegenfus, Disaster Coordinator 

 

Early Response Team (ERT) Recertification Classes - were held in August and October of 2016.  
Twenty (20) ERT’s were recertified. Plans are underway to have additional classes this year, to 
include a Certification Class for those interested in becoming an ERT.  Questions regarding the work 
of an ERT can be directed to Richard Ziegenfus -724-238-5780 – rpz2@verizon.net. 

Response to Connellsville Flooding - Rev Calvin Cook, Conference Disaster Coordinator requested 
that I along with the Johnstown Disaster Coordinator, David Kissinger be part of the joint planning 
meeting of the social services and emergency response teams who were first to respond to the 
flooding. Arriving on scene Monday at 2:00PM we were moved by the speed in which the mayor 
had brought together over 12 agencies. David and I both had teams on the ground by Wednesday 
and began to complete evaluations. While evaluations were being completed our teams began the 
work of removing debris, dry-wall, carpet and completing mold remediation and other work as 
required by the individual situation.  Over the next three weeks I lead 11 teams who worked in 
different areas throughout Connellsville. The American Red Cross released numbers stating that 
258 homes were affected with 76 being destroyed. 

January 17, 2017 - our Ligonier Team along with folks from Latrobe UMC were called to Greene 
County to help a family whose home had been affected by the flooding in December.  The home 
had a crawl space, we were tasked with removing the floor insulation, installing new insulation, 
wrapping it in felt paper and securing with 1x4 wood stripes.   

February 16, 2017 – our Ligonier Team along with the folks from Latrobe UMC were called to assist 
a family in Connellsville affected by a blocked storm sewer.  This job called for removing flooring in 
the kitchen and sun room area.  Removing paneling in the laundry room, removing insulation from 
a crawl space area and conducting mold remediation.   

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Richard Ziegenfus 

District Disaster Coordinator 

  

mailto:rpz2@verizon.net
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2017 PROJECT HAPPY FEET 
Submitted by Lori Begg, GB District Administrative Assistant 

Project Happy Feet, a mission project of the Greensburg District UM Churches, is actively sending 
out Payless Shoe vouchers, worth $25 each, to schools in Westmoreland County and several in 
Allegheny County.  The mission project also sends vouchers to several local agencies that assist with 
children’s needs.  Since 2009, we have sent out 3,093 vouchers! Many vouchers are going unused 
(approximate 25%) and it is my hope that with improved communication (email) more vouchers will 
be used and more contacts will communicate with the District Office.  All schools and agencies on 
the list were contacted and contact information (postal address and email) were updated.   

In order to better track used (and unused) vouchers and properly align our tracking system with the 
Payless voucher identification numbers, it is essential to deactivate all previously distributed 
vouchers.  The vouchers will be deactivated in early June 2017.   All contacts have been notified of 
this deactivation timeframe.  New vouchers will be mailed in Fall 2017.  Project Happy Feet 
brochures will also be included with all mailings and will be given out with each voucher.   

Westmoreland County Schools Receiving Vouchers: 
Burrell, Derry Area, Franklin Regional, Gateway, Greensburg-Salem, Hempfield, Jeannette, Kiski 
Area, Greater Latrobe Area, Leechburg, Ligonier Valley, Mt. Pleasant, New Kensington, Norwin, 
Penn Trafford, Southmoreland, Yough 
 
Allegheny County School Receiving Vouchers: 
McKeesport Plum, Riverview 
 
Westmoreland & Allegheny County Agencies Receiving Vouchers: 
Access Abilities Inc., Auberle, Seton Hill Child Services, Westmoreland Community Action 
 
Thank You Notes Received:  

“..the families are appreciative of any assistance they get!  .. thank you for sharing the love of Christ 
through your ministry!   Deb, Nurse at Mt. Pleasant Area SD 

“We really appreciate your generosity with sending these to our school each year. I know our 
children and families truly appreciate receiving them too! Thank You!!”-Kendal- Riverview SD 

“I want to thank you and the church for these every year. We help kids at beginning of the year and 
also throughout. These kids never have winter boots and it really helps us help them.” Aimee- Penn 
Trafford SD 

“Thank you again for the generous donation.  We really appreciate all that you do!”- Shawna – 
Seton Hill Child Services 

“The Payless cards are being used for the youth at the 412 Youth Zone in downtown Pittsburgh (a 
drop-in center) with 30 -70 youth dropping in daily for lunch and/or dinner, take a shower, get 
some needed clothing, do their laundry, help with resumes, banking, vital records, etc.  Right now 
we have 60 youth who are experiencing homelessness right here in Pittsburgh.  The Payless cards 
help!”- Becky- Auberle 

“I want to thank you for your continued support over the years to our housing program. With the 
assistance of your vouchers we have been able to help numerous children get footwear…and it has 
been a pleasure getting to see families enjoy a wonderful experience like this!”- Crystal- 
Westmoreland Community Action  
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ZIMBABWE PARTNERSHIP REPORT  
 

The Zimbabwe Partnership officially was formed on June 11, 2010, when Bishop Eben K. Nhiwatiwa 
of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area (ZEA) and then Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton of the Western 
Pennsylvania Annual Conference (WPAUMC) signed a covenant agreement in the spirit 
of Chabadza, a Shona word that describes a community spirit of helping someone you know who is 
already at work.  Hired to spearhead the program was Sandra Matoushaya, a native of Zimbabwe 
who earned a master's degree in international development with a focus in non-governmental 
organizations and civil society from the University of Pittsburgh.  

Building on the history of WPAUMC support for Zimbabwe through development of Africa 
University in Mutare and more recent efforts of The Nyadire Connection, the agreement 
provided that the two episcopal areas will work together to: 

Develop Principled Leaders by:  

• Conducting a bi-annual Lay Leadership School in Zimbabwe led by resource people from 
both the Western PA and Zimbabwe. 

• Offering a Zimbabwe Immersion program for people from the Western PA Conference to 
spend significant time in Zimbabwe to learn church growth, discipleship, and leadership 
dynamics and to further guide the Partnership  

 
Create New Places for New People and Renew Existing Congregations by: 

• Assisting in the strategic funding and/or construction of churches, parsonages, clinics, and 
other facilities to make the good news of God’s love real in Zimbabwe. 

• Ensuring support of the office of the Zimbabwe Episcopal Area (West) Communications and 
Projects Coordinator.  

 

Engage in Ministry With the Poor by: 

• Increasing the utilization of fallow, arable land according to the Zimbabwe Farm and 
Agriculture Development Program, beginning at the Nyadire Mission Centre farm.  
 

Stamp Out Killer Diseases that contribute to the Cycle of Poverty by focusing on primary health 
care issues through:  

• Providing better, continuous, safe, and sustainable water and electrical supply, starting at 
the Nyadire Mission Centre Hospital.                                                              

• Providing mosquito bed nets for distribution in seeking to fulfill the goals of the Imagine No 
Malaria – Nothing But Nets programs. 

• Working with the UMC-Zimbabwe Health Board to achieve their goals and objectives for a 
healthier Zimbabwe.  

 
Much was accomplished in those and other areas in the first six years of the Partnership. In 
Western Pennsylvania, Matoushaya built relationships with youth, young adults and older 
generations through the Zimbabwe Immersion Program, Zim Camp and project support. 
Individually her work with WPAUMC youth events, Confirmation classes and projects, as well as 

http://www.wpaumc.org/files/ministries/zimbabwe/zim+partnership+covenant.pdf
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local church visits, gave many Western Pennsylvania United Methodists the opportunity to meet 
and get to know a native of Zimbabwe and to catch the spirit of Zimbabwean Christians through 
exchange visits. The ministry continues. 

Sandra is available for preaching and religious education speaking engagements throughout 
Western PA. Programs related to the Partnership strengthen our relationship with the United 
Methodist Church in Zimbabwe. 

Contact 

 

Sandra Matoushaya 

Zimbabwe Partnership 

724.776.2300 x249 

email: Sandra.matoushaya@wpaumc.org 

 

GREENSBURG /HARARE WEST PARTNERSHIP 
 

Each of the districts in WPA partner with a district in Zimbabwe in order to more personally 
cultivate relationships and ministries – all in the spirit of CHABADZA! Our Greensburg District has 
been in relationship and support of the Harare West Conference. The DS of the Harare West District 
is Rev. Philip Musharu.  

In addition to the youth from our district who will be attending Zim Camp this summer (see next 
page), there have been youth from our district who have attended Zim Camp in previous years. 
Those trips have been transformational for those young people. In addition, we have had laity and 
clergy from our district who have participated in immersion experiences, and taught at the 
Zimbabwe Lay Academy as part of our partnership with Zimbabwe.  

Our District Council on Ministries recently voted to use the money from a CD which had matured, 
and designated it completely for the Greensburg/Harare West Partnership. Half of the money was 
designated for the Kojokota UMC, and the balance used for the general support of the 
Greensburg/Harare West partnership.  

When DS Musharu received word of the support toward the Kajokoto church, he responded: “This 
message comes as a great surprise and to prayer for Kajokoto church. A week ago they had an all 
night prayer, and among many of their prayers was for funding to finish the church and also support 
to have a local Pastor assigned to the church. This would help the growing congregation. God 
answers prayers. Your gift will do most of the finishing touches. I am really thankful on behalf of this 
church. This partnership is a blessing to us. I will send you pictures of the church once the finishing 
touches are done. We still pray that one day we will meet again here in Zimbabwe especially on the 
dedication of the church.” 

Thank YOU for your prayerful CHABADZA support of the Harare West Partnership!  

mailto:Sandra.matoushaya@wpaumc.org
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2017 Zim Camp Participants Chosen 

Eleven high school youth from Western PA churches have been selected for this summer’s Zim 
Camp, an opportunity to experience life and ministry in Zimbabwe for about two weeks. 

Zim Camp is part of the Conference partnership with the United Methodist Church in Zimbabwe 
and is designed for youth ages 15-18.  The group will travel to Zimbabwe on June 20 and return July 
5, 2017. They will spend time enjoying fellowship, getting to know youth in Zimbabwe and working 
together on some of the district-to-district projects launched as part of the Zimbabwe Partnership. 

Chosen from the Greensburg District to participate in Zim Camp 2017 were: 

• Kylie Blaszkowski of Latrobe UMC, who has served as a page at Annual Conference, 
participated in SPARK and youth activities in her church, plays on her school volleyball 
team, volunteers at the local hospice, and is a junior firefighter. 

• Abigail Fry of Latrobe UMC, who wants to be part of Zim Camp to grow in her relationship 
with God. She is part of the leadership team for her church youth group. 

• Kiersten Kennedy of Latrobe UMC is active in her youth group and the leadership group. 
She has been an Annual Conference page several times and last year part of the Conference 
Youth Ministry Team and was a non-voting delegate at jurisdictional conference. She went 
to Costa Rica with another church a few years ago, and enjoyed learning about the culture 
and sharing the love of Christ through many different ministries in communities there.  

• Vivian Somes of Community UMC, Harrison City sings with her church's youth praise team, 
helps with children’s ministries, and often sings special music for traditional services. She is 
a member of the Conference Youth Ministry Team, and  has been on several mission trips. 
She is very passionate about missions and has always wanted to go to Africa. At school, 
Vivian is a cheerleader, a member of the Community Action Program, Warriors4Christ, 
Student Union, Spanish Club, and Chorus. She babysits and as a Girl Scout, she earned her 
silver award. 

 

Traveling with the youth will be Zimbabwe Partnership Coordinator Sandra Matoushaya, a native of 
Zimbabwe; the Rev. Chris Kindle, Conference director of discipleship and spiritual formation; the 
Rev. Kelley Schanely, pastor of First UMC in Washington, PA, and a past participant in the 
Zimbabwe Immersion Program; and the Rev. Keith Kaufold, pastor of Millvale UMC, Swissvale and 
Eighth Ave. Community Ministries.  

Note: while the District has contributed toward the expenses of the youth going to Zim Camp in 
both 2016 and 2017, your support and prayers are both welcomed and appreciated.  

  

http://www.wpaumc.org/zimbabwepartnership
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Kojokoto Church Photos- 2015 
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DENMAN EVANGELISM AWARD NOMINATION INFORMATION 

 
The Evangelism Team needs your help. Each year at Annual Conference, we present 

the Harry Denman Award to a clergy, lay-person and youth who are excelling in the work of 
increasing the Kingdom of God. You folks at the district and local church level are the ones 
who work with these “soul-winners” and it is our hope you will nominate them to receive 
this award. Nominating them lets them know you recognize their efforts and want them to 
be rewarded here as well as in heaven. 

 
Harry Denman was a United Methodist lay-person who sacrificed his time, talents 

and finances to win souls for Jesus Christ. It is the desire of the Evangelism Team to 
recognize others who follow Denman’s example and John Wesley’s words to Thomas Coke 
as he set sail for America, “Offer them Christ.” 

 
The Western Pennsylvania Conference Evangelism Team will select a winner in each 

category from the nominations submitted. The actual awards come from the Foundation 
for Evangelism in Lake Junalaska, NC. We must ask that all nomination be received by May 
5, 2017. I have enclosed with this letter copies of the nomination forms. They can also be 
downloaded from the Foundation website: www.evangelize.org. Please help us recognize 
those who share the love of Jesus and deserve this award. 

 
Nominations should be sent to: Pastor Al Kimmel 
     Herminie UMC 
     3365 Pike Street 
     Herminie, PA 15637. 
Or, they can be received by email: alk2733@gmail.com 
 
 

Thank you in advance for helping the Evangelism Team recognize the “soul-
winners” of our Conference. 

  
 
 
 
 

Nomination form is on the next page. 
  

http://www.evangelize.org/
mailto:alk2733@gmail.com
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Each Annual Conference establishes its own submission deadlines and nomination procedures.   
WPAUMC nominations are due to the Rev. Al Kimmel by May 5, 2017.  

The Harry Denman Evangelism Award  
Nomination Form  

Please Circle One:  Clergy     Laity     Youth       
Nominee:  

Name:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________________________ State: _________ Zip:___________  

Telephone Number: (        ) ______________________    Email:___________________________  

Church/Charge: _______________________________ District: __________________________  

 

This award honors United Methodists selected by the annual conference for their exceptional 
ministry of evangelism - expressed in Word (what), Sign (why), and Deed (how) – that brings 
people into a life transforming relationship with Jesus Christ. A Harry Denman Evangelism 
Award recipient consistently introduces those they serve to the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
Their ministry is outstanding for the number of new Christ Followers who credit encounters 
with this person as critical in helping to start or reignite their faith journey. 
 
Please provide the following information for each nominee:  
I. Tell the story of this person’s innovative evangelism ministry. 
II. Describe how this person’s ministry combines works of loving kindness with sharing their Christian 

faith to all people (evangelism in the spirit of John Wesley). 
III. “How” and in what tangible ways are lives being transformed by this person’s service to Christ? 
IV. In what ways does this person’s service and ministry model clearly “Why Jesus” to those they 

touch? 
V. Please add any other comments, information, or letters of recommendation you believe would be 

helpful. 

 

Person making nomination: _______________________ Position: __________________  

Address:_________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________      State:  _________                     Zip: ______  

Telephone: (         ) ____________________     Email Address: ________________________  

 

Submit this form by May 5, 2017   Rev. Al Kimmel  
                                                              (Date designated by Conference)                                (Conference Evangelism Chair, Council Director or other)  
Address: Herminie UMC,  3365 Pike St  
City: Herminie                           State:  PA            Zip: 15637  
Telephone: ( 814 ) 758-3667      Email Address:      alk2733@gmail.com  

 
Growing generations of Christ Followers – clergy and laity – with a passion for evangelism. 


