
CERTIFIED LAY SERVANTS 
 
The certified lay servant serves the local church or 
charge (or beyond the local church or charge) in 
ways in which his or her witness, leadership, and 
service inspires others to a deeper commitment to 
Christ and more effective discipleship. 
 
 Provide leadership, assistance, and support to 

the program emphases of the church or other 
United Methodist ministry 

 Lead meetings for prayer, training, study, and 
discussion when requested by the pastor, district 
superintendent, or Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries. 

 Conduct, or assist in conducting, services of 
worship, preach the Word, or give addresses 
when requested by the pastor, district 
superintendent, or Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries. 

 Work with appropriate committees and teams 
which provide congregational and community 
leadership or foster caring ministries. 

 Assist in the distribution of the elements of Holy 
Communion upon request by a pastor. 

 Teach the Scriptures, doctrine, organization, and 
ministries of The United Methodist Church. 

 
Requirements for Certification: 
 Pastor and church council or charge conference 

recommendation 
 Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course 
 Lay Servant Ministries advanced course 
 District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries or 

equivalent structure (¶668.3) approval 
 
Requirements for Renewal: 
 Annual report and renewal application 
 Pastor and church council or charge conference 

recommendation 
 Lay Servant Ministries advanced course in the 

last three years 
 District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries or 

equivalent structure (¶668.3) approval 

CERTIFIED LAY SPEAKERS 
 
A certified lay speaker is a certified lay servant whose 
call has been affirmed by the Conference 
Committee on Lay Servant Ministries or equivalent 
structure to serve the church in pulpit supply in 
accordance and compliance with ¶341.1 (2016 
Discipline). 
 
The certified lay speaker serves by preaching the 
Word when requested by the pastor, district 
superintendent, or Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries, in accordance and compliance with 
¶341.1. 
 
Requirements for Certification: 
 Certified Lay Servant 
 Pastor and church council or charge conference 

recommendation 
 Completion of a track of study as defined in 

¶267.3.c: 
o Leading Worship 
o Leading Prayer 
o Discovering Spiritual Gifts 
o Preaching 
o United Methodist Heritage 
o United Methodist Polity 
o and/or other courses as determined by 

the Conference Committee on Lay 
Servant Ministries 

 Conference Committee on Lay Servant 
Ministries approval after interview with and 
recommendation from the District Committee on 
Lay Servant Ministries 

 
Requirements for Renewal: 
 Annual report and renewal application 
 Pastor and church council or charge conference 

recommendation 
 Lay Servant Ministries advanced course in the 

last three years 
 Conference Committee on Lay Servant 

Ministries approval every three years after 
interview with and recommendation from the 
District Committee on Lay Servant Ministries 

Butler 
District 
School 
of Lay 

Servant 
Ministries 

 
 

Sundays of Lent: 
Feb. 26, March 5,12,19, 26, 2023 

2:00pm – 5:00 pm 
 

Harmony Zelienople 

123 North Pittsburgh Street 
Zelienople PA 16063 

 
 
ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 

 

$35.00 before Wednesday, 
February 15, 2023 

 

Make checks payable to Butler District. 
Please include the registrant’s name and 
church on the check memo line. Enclose 
payment with registration and send to: 

Ruth Crotzer, Registrar 

66 Almira Street. 

Valencia, PA  16059 

 
For more information, call or e-mail 

Contact our Co-Directors: 
Rev. Robert Martin 

rlm923@zoominternet.net 
Jerry Rectenwald 

jerry@rectenwald.com 
 

LATE REGISTRATIONS 
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 



SPRING COURSE OFFERINGS 
 
The Basic Course 
Susan Keppen And  Rev Jan Davis 
This course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant 

Ministries. Participants are encouraged to discover and 

employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to 

consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, 

developing future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent 

spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds 

members accountable in their discipleship. 

 
Polity, Practice, and the Mission of the United 
Methodist Church 
 

"Commissioned by the General Board of Higher 

Education and Ministry for use in United Methodist 

doctrine/polity/history courses." This in-depth analysis of 

the connection between United Methodist polity and 

theology addresses ways in which historical 

developments have shaped--and continue to shape--the 

organization of the church. This revised edition 

incorporates the actions of The United Methodist General 

Conference, 2004. The book discusses continuing 

reforms of the church's plan for baptism and church 

membership, as well as the emergence of deacon's orders 

and other changes to ordained ministry procedures. The 

text is now cross-referenced to the Book of Discipline, 

2004, including the revised order of disciplinary chapters 

and paragraph numbering. Denominational statistics are 

updated, along with references to recent works on The 

United Methodist Church and American religious life., 

confirmation classes and small group studies. 

 
A Beginner's Guide to Preaching   
 
A down-to-earth, practical introduction to the ins 
and outs of preaching for lay preachers, bi- 
vocational pastors, and others newly arrived in 
the pulpit 
 
Written with the needs of those for whom 
preaching is not their sole or primary occupation 
in mind, it begins by emphasizing what every 
preacher brings to the pulpit: an idea of what 
makes a sermon particularly moving or 

memorable to them. From there the book moves 
into short chapters on choosing an appropriate 
biblical text or sermon topic, learning how to 
listen to one's first impressions of what a text 
means, moving from text or topic to the sermon 
itself while keeping the listeners needs firmly in 
mind, making thorough and engaging use of 
stories in the sermon, and delivering with 
passion and conviction. The book concludes with 
helpful suggestions for resources, including 
Bibles, commentaries, other print resources and 
websites. 
 

Fear of The Other 
 
In this no non-sense book, reliable spiritual guide, Will 

Willimon, invites readers to consider the gospel 

command to love (and not merely tolerate) those 

considered to be “Other” or outside mainstream 

Christian culture. Rooted in the faith of Israel and the 

Christian story and vision, Willimon brings a Wesleyan 

perspective to bear on what may be the hardest thing for 

people of faith to do: keeping and loving the "Other" as 

they are - without any need for them to become like us.  

Emphasizing biblical teaching to receive Others for who 

they are and their differences as gifts and mysteries 

bearing the grace of God, Willimon also offers a strong 

critique of the privileged who all too often rush to speak 

of reconciliation and evade the injustice of huge 

inequalities faced by foreigners and strangers - as well 

as the antagonism the stranger experiences. He identifies 

concrete, everyday ways persons are formed in 

welcoming others without annihilating their 

differences... 

 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION REQUIRED 
$35.00 before February 15, 2023 

 

       LATE REGISTRATIONS WILL NOT 
BE ACCEPTED.  

 
If you or anyone you know needs an interview, 

Contact  
Rev. Robert Martin 

rlm923@zoominternet.net 

Jerry Rectenwald 
jerry@rectenwald.com 

 
 

Spring 2023 Butler District 
SCHOOL OF LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES 

Please print legibly! 
 

Name ___________________________________ 

Address __________________________________ 

 _________________________________________ 

Phone ___________________________________ 

E-Mail ___________________________________ 

Church __________________________________ 
 

X _______________________________________ 
Pastor’s signature is REQUIRED 

 

Choose One Course: 

 Basic Course: Lay Servant Ministries  

 Polity: 

 Preaching 

 Fear of The Other: 
 

 

I am taking this course: 

 for self-enrichment 

 to become or remain a Certified Lay Speaker 

 to become or remain a Certified Lay Servant 
 


