Celebrating the
Retiring Class
of 2014
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Congratulations!
In recognition of their years of faithful service, the Western
Pennsylvania Annual Conference has prepared this booklet
to celebrate the ministry of members of the retiring class of
2014.
Included is a summary of their annual conference
relationship and the congregations or ministries they served.
Some chose to accept the opportunity to offer some parting
thoughts.
Each of the retiring class members was given the
opportunity to submit a “Last Sermon” for this booklet. They
were limited to 350 words, something several noted was
difficult for a preacher.
The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference is grateful
to all the members of the Retiring Class of 2014 for their time
of service in ministry.
We offer best wishes as their journeys continue.
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Jaime Potter Alvarez
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1972; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1972; Full Member
1976; Deacon 1972, Nichols; Elder 1976, Nichols; Incapacity
Leave September 1, 2003; Medical Leave 2013.
Appointments: To Attend School 1972-1975; Sidman/Saint
Michael 1975-1978; Franklin: Galloway/Nicklin 1978-1980;
Franklin: Galloway 1980-1985; Dormont 1985-1991; Chaplain:
Asbury Heights 1991-1992; Lower Burrell: Bethel 1992-1995;
Superintendent: Johnstown District 1995-2002; Pittsburgh:
Baldwin Community 2002-September 1, 2003; Incapacity Leave
September 1, 2003-2013; Medical Leave 2013-2014.

Condense 22 years into 300 words:
Eight homes and nine appointments, four Bishops, hundreds of
colleagues. Thousands of laity, countless youth, mission trips abound.
Olmsted Manor, Wesley Woods, Camp Allegheny, and Jumonville.
Clergy worship monthly--these made my world go around.
I’ve learned that life is not fair, but does not disappoint.
I’ve felt the breath of God, and known the dark night of the soul.
I’ve seen the wisdom of asking not “why”, but “what comes next?”
I’ve shared in Jesus’ riches, and at times been on the dole.
Your lives have inspired my faith, and at times brought real duress.
But in each situation, God brought beauty from the ashes. You’ve
walked with me and talked with me, and reminded me Whose I was.
We’ve agreed, disagreed, and agreed to disagree, each with degrees of
passion.
The music of our lives began quite roughly. The early 70s did not
embrace diversity.
We’ve all grown up and down and wider for the early battles.
The pains were those of laboring and now each birth is treasured.
The scars of life, now valued body art from sabers rattled.
We’ve come to grips with language, race and gender in degrees.
We’ve not made it home quite yet, but we’re better for the trying.
One battle looms ahead. May God give grace and deep discernment.
Regardless of the outcome, Jesus is Lord. There’s no denying.
So now retirement holds a light of welcoming before Those of us
whose names are on this list. We have decided To follow where the
Spirit leads, without the paper work.
To eternity and beyond. Couldn’t be more delighted!
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Clara Belloit
Conference Relations: Certified 1998; Renewed 1999; Licensed
1999; Probationary Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference
2000; Commissioned 2000, Bashore; Full Member 2003; Elder
2003, Kim.
Appointments: MCM Co-operative Parish: Monroe Chapel/
Curllsville/Shippenville: Manor 2000-2008; Director: Clarion
County Extension Ministry 2008-2014.

As a teenager in the 60s, I was discouraged by my pastor to go into
ordained ministry because women were not to be ordained. I was
blessed in that the man I married felt called into ministry later in life
and encouraged me to join him. As second career people we have
been able to support each other with differing gifts and graces that fit
together to make ministry possible.
Jerry and I were fortunate to serve three small country churches,
Manor, Shippenville; Monroe Chapel and Curllsville from 1996 – 2008.
They were years of struggle and of growth and we grew to be part of a
close loving family of God.
My passion for ministry grew out of a desire to work with college
students. I have been involved with campus ministries from the
time I was 18--from being a member of a Wesley Foundation, faculty
wife, campus ministry board member, District board representative,
Conference board member (Florida and Western PA), director of campus
ministry, to being just a mentor and friend. Campus ministry is an
element of our church that is greatly neglected. Our students need to
be remembered!!! It doesn’t take a lot of effort to send a care package
or card.
In 2008, I was appointed to an extension ministry serving the Clarion
community. I have been able to do the things that most ministers just
don’t have the time to do and have loved it!!! I have served on many
boards, agencies, task forces; planned and lead numerous activities, and
been able to be a Christian influence on community activities.
I thank God for the love and support of my family and the
opportunities of service offered me by the Western Pennsylvania
Conference. Thanks be to God, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, for the
love and encouragement I have received.
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Jerry Belloit
Conference Relations: Certified 1988; Licensed to Preach 1994;
Student Local Pastor 1994; Probationary Member, Western
Pennsylvania Conference 1996; Deacon 1996, Bashore; Elder
2000, Bashore.
Appointments: Clarion: First Associate 1994-1996; MCM
Co-operative Parish: Monroe Chapel/Curllsville/ Manor:
Shippenville: Associate 1996-2001; MCM Co-operative Parish
Associate; Monroe Chapel/Curllsville/ Shippenville: Manor 20012008; Director: Higher Education and Campus Ministry 2008-.
Community Spiritual Director: Three Rivers Walk to Emmaus
2008-2014.

My journey into ministry began in 1982 when I was encouraged to
attend a spiritual retreat called Cursillo, now better known as the Walk to
Emmaus. It was there that my spiritual walk expanded from working with
college students in Wesley Foundations to a more active participation
in my local church. About five years later, I received my call to ordained
ministry which I shared with my District Superintendent in our weekly
Emmaus prayer group. I began the road to ordination in the Florida
Annual Conference. But God had a better plan for my wife and I to
attend seminary together in Pennsylvania. I have been richly blessed to
have a wonderful partner in ministry who complemented my weaknesses.
It is fitting that we were ordained together and will retire together.
My first appointment was to campus ministry. From there my wife
and I were appointed to serve the MCM Cooperative Parish for 12 years,
where we saw God grow our churches and we grew to love the people
as family. Clara’s ministry to the community began to mushroom and
my concern for the decline in support for campus ministry led us both
to seek appointments beyond the local church with her appointment to
Clarion County Extension Ministries and mine as the Director of Higher
Education and Campus ministry for the Annual Conference. My ministry
in that position has been compromised by the lack of financial support
from the Conference. Fortunately, about the same time my appointment
included an appointment as the Community Spiritual Director for the
Three Rivers Walk to Emmaus community. While I no longer serve on the
Board of Directors, I remain active in the movement and still attend the
weekly Emmaus small group meetings. While I may be retiring this year, I
will continue to support the Emmaus movement as I have for the past 32
years.
With God’s blessing, I am not retiring from ministry, just from the
paperwork.
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David Bunnell
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1975; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1976; Full Member 1980;
Deacon 1976, Nichols; Elder 1980, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1976-1979; Indiana: Crown Point:
First Associate January 1977-June 1979; Western PA: Reno/Oak
Hill 1979-1983; New Stanton 1983-1987; South Fork: Mount Hope
1987-May 1, 1993; Corry: Evangelical May 1, 1993-1997; Bradford: Hill
Memorial/Custer City 1997-1998; Bradford: Hill Memorial 1998-2014.

I have been blessed beyond measure to be a pastor. God has blessed
my wife Ellen and I with congregations and communities that we love.
The opportunity to lead and provide a fellowship for children, youth and
adults to be disciples of our Lord has been a privilege and honor.
Leading a congregation that wants to support and be involved in mission
to our community and world is a humbling and joyous experience as lives
are touched by the Gospel of Christ.
Many ministries we did not seek somehow found us: Children’s
ministry including Close Encounters Club; spending a day a week at
a federal prison teaching the Bible in three programs with 100 men:
20 years of taking well over 500 youth and adults camping at the
world’s largest Christian Music gathering, Creation Festival, were scary
when we first came across the ideas, but am I ever glad God gave the
encouragement and boldness to believe that lives could be changed by
our Lord Jesus.
I am blessed with the love of my wife who has been with me through
16 moves during my education and our ministry together. My wife is a
writer for Close Encounters Ministries. I am known more often as Ellen’s
husband than as Pastor Dave. That is a privilege for which I am grateful
every day of my life.
Ellen and I left for seminary in 1971 to Trinity Evangelical Divinity
School in Deerfield, Illinois just the two of us. Now we go into retirement
blessed with our family--David, Rebecca, Julian, Jacqueline, Nathan,
Haylee, Samantha, Caleb, Amanda, Justin and Zoe. As you can see, I am
a blessed husband, father and grandfather.
I am humbled by a community of faith who love the Lord and love
each other and love to minister to the world.
I am humbled to be called. . . “Pastor”.
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James Eaton
Conference Relations: Probationary Member, Western
Pennsylvania Conference 1979; Full Member 1983; Deacon
1979, Nichols; Elder 1983, Ault.
Appointments: To Attend School 1979-1981; Mahaffey/Glen
Campbell/Smithport 1981-1985; Dayton/Smicksburg 1985-1991;
Rimersburg/Lawsonham 1991-2005; Erie: Trinity 2005-2014.

From the very beginning when I first entered into the process to
become a minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, I wanted to share the
wondrous message of God’s grace, love, and mercy toward all mankind.
God sent Jesus to take upon himself the work of redeeming mankind
from sin and death and restoring them to a relationship with the Creator.
This has been the central focus of my ministry everywhere I have had the
privilege to serve.
Sharing this good news and helping others learn to share it has been
a wonderful experience. When people understand that they too can be
used by God to share the message of eternal life, it is exciting to see
how the Holy Spirit works through them to draw others to Jesus.
I also have attempted to enable churches to look beyond themselves
to see the needs within their communities, the nation and the world.
Thus, I have taken church members to Guatemala, Trinidad and Tobago,
as well as to Peru. Others have worked at soup kitchens, supported the
Erie United Methodist Alliance, food banks and clothing banks in an
effort to share the love of Christ beyond their church walls. In most of the
churches I have been able to establish Missionary Conferences through
Faith Promise Giving, thus enabling the churches to reach literally around
the world.
God has been faithful to me as He has shown me that “I can do all
things through Christ who strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13) “To God
be the glory; great things He has done!”
May His Name be praised!
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Ronald Edward Fleming
Conference Relations: Certified 1988; Licensed to Preach 1988;
Student Local Pastor, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1988;
Probationary Member 1995; Full Member 1997; Deacon 1995,
Bashore; Elder 1997, Bashore; Retired December 1, 2013.

Retired December 1, 2013.

Appointments: Fredericktown/Denbo: Saint Pauls 1988-1992;
Marchand/North Point/Sportsburg 1992-February 19, 1995;
Allison Park: Epworth February 19, 1995-2000; Johnstown: First
2000-2002; Wilkinsburg: Mifflin Avenue 2002-February 1, 2011;
Monongahela: First February 1, 2011-November 30, 2013;

Reflecting upon my time as a pastor in the United Methodist
Church, I find that my spirit is one of grateful praise and thanksgiving to
God for divine grace and mercy along the way of my pilgrimage. Even
now, in retirement, it’s difficult to believe that God called me to be a
pastor of souls at the age of 36. It’s even more difficult to comprehend
that as I put my trust in the Lord Jesus, he molded me and developed my
meager gifts for ministry for his purposes. I am grateful as well to the
Western Pennsylvania Conference, who continually affirmed my gifts and
graces for pastoral leadership.
Through the experience of serving Christ and his church I came to the
knowledge that people, and their experience of the saving grace and
presence of Christ, were more important than anything else in ministry.
Over the years I have come to know and love the people of nine
congregations:
• Fredericktown UMC, Denbo: St. Paul’s UMC’s (Washington
District)
• North Point, Sportsburg, Marchand UMC’s (Indiana District)
• Allison Park: Epworth UMC (Pittsburgh District)
• Johnstown: First UMC (Johnstown District)
• Mifflin Avenue UMC (Pittsburgh District)
• Monongahela: First UMC (Washington District)
I want to thank the folks of these churches for loving me and my family
through both good days and difficult times. They will always hold a place
of fondness in our hearts.
More than all else, I am grateful for the abiding love and
encouragement of my wife Linda, and our son Brian, an affirmation that I
feel each and every day.
Now my prayer each new day shall be that the Lord Jesus Christ will
keep my heart open to whatever is next on the journey of faith. To God
be the glory!
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Al Grimm III
Conference Relations: Candidate 1975; Probationary Member,
Western Pennsylvania Conference 1978; Full Member 1984;
Deacon 1978, Nichols; Elder 1984, Ault; Received Appointment
in the United Methodist New England Conference 1993.
Appointments: To Attend School 1978-1982; Wilmerding:
First 1979-1982; Natrona Heights: Grace Associate 1982-1983;
Wurtemburg 1983-1993; Appointed New England Conference:
Connecticut: Southwick: Christ 1993-2007; Glastonbury/Portland
Charge April 25, 2008-2014.

“The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.” (Psalm 16:6
NRSV) I thank God for calling me into ministry in the United Methodist
Church family. My wife Pat and I have been privileged to serve seven
churches together. Beginning in Wilmerding among the loving and
welcoming people of my hometown as a student pastor, we found the
experience and support this community offered our young family laid a
firm foundation for all our years of ministry.
After seminary we spent a year in Natrona Heights as an associate
pastor at Grace UMC. Our 10 years in Wurtemburg were wonderful and
full of the joys and sorrows of growing together in Christ with faithful and
loving disciples. We were blessed when we left there with two decades
of adventures in ministry in New England. I served Christ Church in
Southwick, Massachusetts for 14 years while also teaching Bible and
Computer at The Master’s School. I have concluded my appointed
duties at the Glastonbury and Portland United Methodist churches
while also working as a training and technical analyst for Connecticut’s
Homeless Management Information System.
When I started down this path, I never imagined I would spend
most of my years in bi-vocational ministry. It has been an exciting, and
rewarding challenge to share the good news of Jesus in both sacred and
secular places. I treasure my memories of working with the Commission
on Stewardship and continue to use the gifts I received there to bless
people and churches. I thank our gracious and loving God for all the
faithful members, friends, coworkers, District Superintendents and
Bishops we’ve been privileged to have alongside in this journey. Thank
you for your faithfulness.
And until we meet again around Christ’s great banquet table, I bid you
peace!
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Ron Hoellein
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1969; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1971; Full Member
1974; Deacon 1971, Nichols; Elder 1974, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1971-1973; Point Marion/
Gans 1973-1981; Edinboro 1981-1992; Allison Park: Saint Paul’s
1992-2006; Allison Park: Saint Paul’s/Epworth/Millvale 20062014.

I feel deeply honored, blessed, and thankful to have served my full
43-year career as a pastor in the Western PA Conference of the United
Methodist Church. My hope in responding to a call to preach was
that I would be able to serve three or four appointments in my entire
pastoral role. Long-term pastorates are where relationships are lived
out in the family cycles of worship, baptisms, confirmations, weddings,
and funerals. This is often where God is most deeply and profoundly
experienced. I am grateful to the Gans and Point Marion United
Methodist congregations who welcomed a 25-year-old right out of
seminary. In those 8 years I learned about Appalachia, coal mining and
river towns. These congregations taught me to be a pastor and preacher.
The Edinboro UMC congregation pushed and encouraged me over 11
years to take great leaps of faith into new arenas of service combining
campus, community, and local church ministry.
I have been blessed to serve as lead pastor of St. Paul’s United
Methodist Church for the last 22 years. This appointment required
learning to serve and lead a larger staff within a sprawling suburban
setting. St. Paul’s taught me about leadership, organizational
management, and what it means to preach to a diverse community of
faith. I have been truly blessed to be part of clergy and lay leadership
teams formed around a common vision. This congregation of great and
dedicated leaders worked to build a facility for ministry that reached
out to children, youth, and adults within and beyond the community of
faith. All of my pastoral work has been supported by my beloved family,
centered around my wife Joyce, our four grown children, their spouses,
and our ten grandchildren.
As my appointed ministry concludes, I give thanks to God for the
privilege and honor of serving the Church of Jesus Christ and the people
called United Methodists.
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Deryl Larsen
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1972; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1974; Full Member
1977; Deacon 1974, Nichols; Elder 1977, Nichols.
Appointments: West Virginia: Weston Circuit March 1, 1972June 15, 1972; Newville/Centralia June 15, 1972-June 15, 1973;
Maryland: Baltimore Conference: Colesville Associate June 15,
1973-June 1, 1975; To Attend School 1974-1976; Western PA:
Warren: Epworth/Stoneham 1976-March 9, 1980; McDonald:
First March 9, 1980-June 1, 1986; Delmont: Faith June 1,
1986- 1994; Indiana: Trinity 1994-2001; Kane: First 2001-2004;
Pittsburgh: Baldwin Community 2004-2007; Clarion: First 20072014.

At the end of January 1972, I made an appointment with the district
superintendent of the Weston District of the West Virginia Conference
to discuss my sense of call into Christian ministry. I returned to W. Va.
Wesleyan College thinking that I would not be hearing from the D.S.,
Rev. Dilly, until annual conference. To my pleasant surprise, I received
a phone call from Rev. Dilly the following week stating that an interim
appointment had suddenly opened. Without hesitation I said, “Yes.”
The people of the four churches of the Weston Charge were some
of the most patient souls I have ever met. These folks and those of
the next eight churches I would serve from June 1972 – June 1973
on the Newville-Centralia Charge taught me gently and loved me
unconditionally. The former pastor of the latter charge, Rev. Jake Smith,
retired and settled in the area, becoming my friend and mentor. For all
of these dear souls, I will be eternally grateful to the Lord who brought us
together at that momentous time during our lives.
Returning to W. Pa. from the Baltimore-Washington Conference, our
bishops appointed me to seven different ministry outposts. Over the last
40 years, each congregation has shaped, strengthened, and reaffirmed
God’s call upon my life. Each soul will always hold a special place in my
heart.
Formative in my Christian life were my parents, Rev. and Mrs. W.C.
Larsen, who modeled “The Way” of Jesus in their every thought, word,
and deed. I praise the Lord every day for the perfect pastor’s spouse,
Pamela, who loved and supported me and our churches throughout the
37 years of our marriage. Our daughters, Erika and Erin, are a source of
great pride. We praise God for the truly beautiful souls that they are and
continue to become.
God is Good. All the Time. To God Be the Glory!
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Frederick Leasure
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1972; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1972; Full Member
1975; Deacon 1972, Nichols; Elder 1975, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1972-January 1, 1974;
Conneautville: Valley January 1, 1974-1978; Waterford: Asbury
1978- 1980; Waterford: Asbury/Philipsburg/Wattsburg 19801981; Waterford: Asbury 1981-1983; Executive Director: United
Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania 1983-2014.

I have had the privilege of serving two wonderful congregations and
been able to be appointed to the Foundation for over 32 years. Because
of very committed and stewardship-minded individuals, there is now
a legacy of over $60 million to provide perpetual income to numerous
United Methodist ministries. I thank God for the wonderful people and
numerous opportunities I have had the honor of sharing with them.
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James Markley
Conference Relations: Full Time Local Pastor, Western
Pennsylvania Conference 1999; Associate Member 2006.
Appointments: West Alexander 1999-2001; Knoxdale Charge:
Coolspring/Knoxdale/Ramsaytown 2001-2003; Knoxdale/
Coolspring 2003-2005; Knoxdale/Meade Chapel/Port Barnett
2005-2006; United Methodist Community Churches: Beallsville/
Beallsville: Mount Zion/Marianna/Zollarsville Chapel 20062008; United Methodist Community Churches: Beallsville/
Fredericktown: Mount Zion/Marianna/Zollarsville Chapel
2008-2012; United Methodist Community Churches: Beallsville/
Centerville/Marianna/Mount Zion/Taylor 2012-2014.

My journey in ministry can only be summarized in thanksgiving to
others: “Tate” Fulton for his initial & ongoing encouragement; Oden
Warman & Dick Markle for rescuing me; John Ciampa for giving me a
chance and for scaring me into A.M. in Conference; Sharon Schwab for
her understanding and guidance in an emotional time of ministry for me
and my wife; LaMar Carlson for his compassionate love and care; Eric
Park for his patience, prayerful guidance and true example of being a
colleague in ministry; and Brad Lauster for being a spiritual example of
discipleship. All their support will be forever appreciated.
Additionally, I remember fondly and appreciate very much the
patience, love and nurturing from West Alexander UMC, Knoxdale,
Ramseytown & Coolspring UMC, Meade Chapel & Port Barnett,
Beallsville, Mt. Zion, Zollarsville, and Marianna UMC, and Centerville and
Taylor UMCs.
My ministry was never about me; it was about those who stood with
and behind me.
Thank you Melissa Geisler for your presence, patience and help
throughout our ministry together. You were a blessing.
And thank you to our Bishop, Tom Bickerton; I have always felt
comfortable in your care and leadership.
Finally, thanks be to God for using me as a conduit and for giving me
Jann, a blessing of a wife who stood with, behind, ahead and alongside
me every step of the way. You’re the Best! I love you.
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Allyn Ricketts
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1974; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1974; Full Member
1978; Deacon 1974, Nichols; Elder 1978, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1974-1977; Midland/
Shippingport: Green Valley 1977-May 1980; Wills Creek/
Bethel/Gravel Pit/Palo Alto/Wellersburg May 1980-1985; Wills
Creek/Cooks Mills/Hyndman: First/ Hyndman: Grace 19851986; Eastern Pennsylvania Conference: Collegeville 19861988; Western PA: East Connellsville: Greenwood 1988-1997;
Washington: Avery 1997-2002; Kittanning: First 2002-2014.

It seems a long way from the Jesus People days of the early seventies
to Kittanning First. Yet, with many others I ask, “Where did the time go?”
I have served churches next to the Amish, a steel mill, a farm, a river, a
major highway and a butcher shop. We have gone from mimeographs
to copiers, from manual typewriters to computers, from flannel boards to
overhead projectors to PowerPoint and beyond. I have seen the culture
change from Rob and Laura Petrie in separate beds to reality shows
glorifying polygamy.
In some ways, things have gone full circle. I began with the influence
of Francis Schaeffer and end with a Ph.D. in apologetics, teaching others
about the defense of the faith. I’ve seen the change from hymns to folk
worship to Larry Norman and on to Toby Mac and Skillet. I began talking
to “long haired freaky people” about the Bible and what it had to say
about Jesus, and I end more convinced than ever that the inspiration
and authority of the Bible is key to the church staying true to Jesus. I
started ministry by sharing that Jesus is the way, the truth and the life
with existentialists who thought truth was relative and I end talking to
post-moderns who still think truth is relative. As I move into other areas
of ministry I will continue to pray for reformation and revival for our
Conference and our denomination. I thank God for his faithfulness even
in the times I could not see it and, even though I have the same lack of
musical ability I have always had, I finish with a song from the old days...
God gave me song
That the angels cannot sing
I’ve been washed in the blood
Of the crucified one
I’ve been redeemed.
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Don Scandrol
Conference Relations: Licensed 1972; Probationary Member
1972; Full Member 1976; Deacon 1972, Nichols; Elder 1976,
Nichols.
Appointments: Hays 1972-1975; Murrysville: First Associate
1975-July 1979; Madison/New Madison July 1979-1988;
Coraopolis 1988-May 1, 1997; Cranberry Township: Dutilh May
1, 1997-2006; District Superintendent: Pittsburgh District 20062014 .

Reflections. Memories. Gratitude.
God entrusts us with the blessings of life and the gifts to live our
lives for a little while. On that amazing journey others of God’s children
touch, inspire, direct, encourage, shape, and love us. Ministry within that
sphere has been rich and full. During my particular journey I have been
blessed with much more than I deserve. I’m grateful for the trust the
United Methodist Church has invested in me to care for Christ’s children
during these past 42 fast fleeing years.
I am appreciative for those who have tolerated my idiosyncrasies and
loved me despite them: my grandparents, parents and brother who early
cared; Georgia and Barbara who have shared the journey in faith; our
three children who bring us joy and lately share precious grandchildren.
I am indebted to the wonderful people and pastors of First United
Methodist Church in New Kensington who loved me into the faith
and encouraged me toward and launched me into a life-long calling
of Christian service. Most especially I remember with pride and
thankfulness the steadfast disciples of Hays, Murrysville, Madison and
New Madison, Coraopolis, Dutilh, and the churches and people of the
Pittsburgh District who have proclaimed the gospel, faithfully served
within our mutual calling, and enabled all of our growth in grace. Thank
you!
During these most recent years it has been a pleasure serving with
Bishop Thomas Bickerton and the dedicated Christian servants of the
Western Pennsylvania cabinet. Thanks for your friendship, your hard
work, and your witness of faith.
Thank you, Jesus! It has all been – and will be – a blessing and a joy!
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Ruth Simmons
Conference Relations: Full Member, West Virginia Conference;
Appointed in Western Pennsylvania Conference 2007; Transferred to
Western Pennsylvania Conference 2008.
Appointments: WV: Dallas 1986-1989; Edgelawn 1989-1993; Director:
Scotts Run Settlement 1995-2000; Superintendent: Potomac Highland
District 2000-2007; Western PA: Washington: Avery 2007-2014.

As a teacher serving students in rural West Virginia, I answered the
call to ordained ministry at a time when it would have been much easier
to have let God’s message go to voicemail. After a move to attend
seminary while being first appointed to a 3-point charge with two
children and a clergy husband, I initially faced a multitude of challenges
managing the delicate balance of being a student, pastor, mother and
wife. However my ongoing willingness to listen to God’s direction
blessed my life and career. Over the past three decades, I have found
myself in congregations in the West Virginia (WV) and the Western
Pennsylvania (WPA) conferences. I was also privileged to minister as
the Director of a National Mission Project for six years. Additionally, in
partnership with my husband Keith, we became Co-Superintendents of
the Potomac Highlands District in the WV Conference, which enabled us
to display a new model of ministry.
The most challenging part of my faith journey arrived in 1995 when I
faced a dark diagnosis of central nervous system Lupus. Through the
grace of God, with outstanding physicians, along with support of my
husband and family, the Lupus has miraculously gone into remission and
I have continued to carry out my call.
When reflecting upon where I first found a greater vision of God, I
believe it was as a youth in the WPA Conference’s camping program,
as I grew up as a member of Rogersville United Methodist Church.
While it was difficult to leave the WV Conference, where I was ordained
and cared for over the years, in 2007 when my husband and I received
appointments in the WPA Conference, I was able to truly return home.
In closing, I acknowledge the laity who stepped outside their comfort
zone to welcome a female clergy.
Most of all, I thank my husband and family for their continued support
and love.
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Oden Warman
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1974; Probationary
Member, Western Pennsylvania Conference 1974; Full Member
1977; Deacon 1974, Nichols; Elder 1977, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1974-1976; Volant/White
Chapel 1976-1981; Johnstown: Richland Township 19811983; Windber: Calvary 1983-1991; Indiana: Trinity 1991-1994;
Superintendent: Washington District 1994-2000; Butler: Christ
Community 2000-2006; Pittsburgh: Mount Lebanon 2006-2014.

The theme for our 2014 Annual Conference this year is Drawn Deeper
and is centered around the spiritual walk that transforms us and draws
others to Christ. For me it has a double meaning. We are to explore
spiritual depths, but in addition, we are to draw others into a relationship
with God. My life has been guided by simple principles found in both
the old and new covenants and finding application in our Methodist way.
Micah 6:8
He has told you, human one, what is good and what the Lord requires
from you: to do justice, embrace faithful love, and walk humbly with
your God. (CEB)
Mark 12:29-31
Jesus replied, “The most important one is Israel, listen! Our God is the
one Lord, and you must love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your being, with all your mind, and with all your strength.
The second is this, You will love your neighbor as yourself. No other
commandment is greater than these.” (CEB)
John Wesley’s Three General Rules of the Church are:
First – Do no harm. Avoid evil of every kind.
Second Rule – Do good. Be compassionate and demonstrate as much
kindness as you are able to help the bodies, minds, and souls of other
people.
Finally – As constantly and consistently as you do the first two things,
do the things that bring you closer to God. Three simple rules. Avoid
evil. Do good. Do things that bring you closer to God.
It’s not original, but I have found its pursuit will fill your life perfectly.
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David Wilson, Jr.
Conference Relations: Candidate 1977; Probationary Member,
Western Pennsylvania Conference 1978; Full Member 1981;
Deacon 1978, Nichols; Elder 1981, Ault.
Appointments: To Attend School 1978-1980; Geneva
(Methodist)/Geneva (Evangelical) (merged to become Geneva:
Faith 1982) 1980-1985; Penn Woods 1985-July 1, 1993; Derry:
First July 1, 1993-2003; Ellwood City: First 2003-2008; Aliquippa:
First 2008-2014.

As a preacher’s kid, I never wanted to be a minister. I fought the call
for years. But at last, after pursuing International Studies at American
University, Greco-Roman history at UCLA, and Medieval history at Ohio
State, Nancy, my wife, got me to face and accept the call. And we have
been a team ever since. I may have the seminary training (METHESCO
1980), but Nancy is the one who, innately, is more pastoral. It was her
call, too. Perhaps that is the reason all of the churches we served said
that I could leave any time, but she had to stay.
Over the past 36 years, we have served five congregations. I have
been awed by the commitment and dedication of all those faithful and
loving followers of Jesus. I have been forced by the “others” to grow
in patience and tolerance – gaining a deeper understanding of the
meaning of grace. To all of you at Geneva:Faith (Erie-Meadville District),
Penns Woods (Greensburg District), Derry (Greensburg District), Ellwood
City (Butler District), and Aliquippa (Butler District), thank you for being
part of our Journey of a Lifetime. As Bob Hope used to sing, “Thanks for
the memories.”
We’ll be living in Potter Township, Beaver County on our own little
piece of Eden about five minutes from our son and family. Come and
see us some time. We can sit on the back deck, relive all the good times,
and dream of the even better times to come.
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Jody Dausey
Conference Relations: Certified
1998; Student Local Pastor, Western
Pennsylvania Conference 1998; Part Time
Local Pastor 2009.
Appointments: Port Vue Associate 19982014.

John Laird Miller
Conference Relations: Recognition of Orders from
National Association of Christian Churches 2002,
Kim; Part-Time Local Pastor, Western Pennsylvania
Conference 2002; Licensed 2006; Part -Time Local
Pastor 2006.

Pleasant 2009-2013.

Appointments: Titusville: Bethel/White Oak July
15, 2002-2006; Faithful Followers: Knoxdale/Meade
Chapel/Port Barnett 2006-2009; New Ireland/Lake

Georgia “Joan” Scarff
Conference Relations: Part Time Local Pastor,
Western Pennsylvania Conference 2004.
Appointments: Bradenville/Pleasant Unity October
17, 2004-2011; Pleasant Unity 2011-2014.
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Jerry D. Williams
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1967;
Probationary Member, Kentucky Conference 1973;
Transferred on Probation to Western Pennsylvania
Conference 1976; Full Member 1978; Deacon 1973,
Robertson; Elder 1978, Nichols.
Appointments: To Attend School 1976-1977;
Franklin: Lupher/Worden Chapel 1976-1977; Chapel
Hill Charge: Franklin: Lupher Chapel/Oak Hill/
Worden Chapel 1977-1979; Mapletown Charge: Mapletown/Davistown/
Greensboro: Mount Pleasant/Shordon Chapel 1979-1992; Trafford: Trinity
1992-2014.

I. Darlene Williams
Conference Relations: Certified 1989; Probationary
Member 1992; Full Member, Western Pennsylvania
Conference 1994; Deacon 1992, Bashore; Elder
1994, Bashore.
Appointments: Mapletown Charge Associate 19891992; Manor: First 1992-1998; Manor: First/Penn
1998-2008; Manor: First 2008-2014.
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