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The United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania, through      

its commitment to the principles of Christian stewardship of financial 

resources, empowers individuals and organizations to respond as 

disciples of Jesus Christ in financially supporting Christian ministries. 

 

The Foundation’s role is to complement and reinforce the stewardship 

ministries of the churches, agencies, and programs primarily of and 

within the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United 

Methodist Church by: 

What We Do 

Our Witness 

The Foundation witnesses the Gospel’s stewardship message by        

faithfully executing its mission to be a recognized leader in enabling 

Christian stewardship in the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference   

of the United Methodist Church with a skilled and highly motivated    

staff under the effective oversight of an engaged board of directors. 

• providing responsible and faithful investment              

management for churches and agencies 

• enabling planned giving through which individuals can 

support Christian ministries  

• offering education and support in financial stewardship 

and leadership 
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FOUNDATION STAFF 

Rev. Ed Bailey, Executive Director  
 

Megan McGee, Associate Director 
 

Michele Cesare Jury, Associate Director 
 

Scarlett Bridgeman, Administrative Assistant 
 

Rev. Dr. Joseph Patterson III, Dean of the Academy 

 

Brian T. Lindauer, Esq., GRB Law, Legal Counsel   
 

The Humphrey-Kelly Group of Merrill Lynch,  

Outsourced Investment Office  
 

CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA), External Auditor 
 

Plummer Slade, Inc., IT Support 

THOSE WHO WALK WITH US 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President — Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi 

Board Chair — Mr. Thomas Heisey 

 

Ms. Barbara Bower, Leetsdale, PA  

Rev. Angelique Bradford, Ellwood City, PA 

Ms. Rebecca Brammell, Harrison City, PA 

Ms. Mary Brooks, Clarion, PA  

Ms. Jacqueline Campbell, McMurray, PA 

Mr. Ralph Duckworth Jr., Freedom, PA   

Mr. Joe Frantz, Sewickley, PA 

Rev. James Gascoine, Cranberry Twp., PA  

Mr. Tom Hallman, Ellwood City, PA 

Mr. Reid Harper, Bridgeville, PA 

Ms. Marcia Kern, Pittsburgh, PA 

Rev. Barry Lewis, Sewickley, PA 

Dr. Annamore Matambanadzo, Pittsburgh, PA 

Rev. Beth Nelson, Wexford, PA 

Mr. Sean Rollman, Sewickley, PA  

Rev. Dr. Donald Scandrol, Saxonburg PA  

Rev. Terry Shaffer, Sharon, PA 

Mr. Richard Thomas, Canonsburg, PA 

Dr. Robert Wagner, Cranberry Twp., PA 

Mr. Frederick Watts, Pittsburgh, PA 

Dr. Susan Wesmiller, Pittsburgh, PA 

Mr. Roger White, Cranberry Twp., PA 
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FOUNDATION NEWS 

The UM Foundation of Western PA continues to have an operating relationship with 
the UM Stewardship Foundation of the Susquehanna Annual Conference.  
Throughout 2020 the UM Foundation of Western PA has operated the Stewardship 
Foundation as both organizations continue to explore ways in which their 
collaboration will allow them to better serve the stakeholders of the Western PA and 
Susquehanna Conferences.  Rev. Ed Bailey continues to serve as Executive Director of 
the UM Foundation of Western PA and Interim Executive Director of the Stewardship 
Foundation.  The staff of both organizations have appreciated the opportunity to work 
together toward promoting best stewardship practices across Pennsylvania.  Each 
foundation brings to the table decades of experience serving the United Methodist 
church and a common adherence to the belief that more can be accomplished 
together than can be accomplished apart.  
 
"Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor."                      
- Ecclesiastes 4:9 

Continuing Our Work Together: UMSF and UMFWPA  
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2020 has been an interesting year to say the least.  It has presented us all with challenges we 

never anticipated and, for many, grief for which we were unprepared.  It has brought us 

closer to our faith as we search for comfort and understanding.  And though this year has 

kept us separate from others in many ways it has also been a year of unexpected 

connections.  

 

Many of us have learned how to make use of new technology to connect with family and 

friends near and far.  We have attended church services in parking lots, picnic pavilions, and 

in our own living rooms in our pajamas.  We have added “Zoom”, “Facebook”, and “YouTube” 

to our church vocabulary.  We have attended webinars and participated in church council 

meetings via conference call.  We never saw ourselves here a year ago — but here we are.    

 

Throughout 2020 the Board of Directors and staff of the United Methodist Foundation of 

Western Pennsylvania have been able to continue operations without interruption and also 

increase efficiency in many areas.  Our staff has become adept at connecting remotely with 

accountholders and constituents who need the same quality of service they have come to 

expect while also observing public health recommendations. 

 

We have streamlined processes, scanned paper files, and made use of new programs to 

enhance our daily operations and make your interactions with us as easy as always.  

WHERE WE ARE NOW 
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We have learned, along with the rest of you, that our coworkers, directors, constituents, and 

neighbors are only a click or phone call away. 

 

We continue to work each day to support the stewardship ministry of United Methodist 

churches, individuals, and organizations that share common bonds and convictions in 

western PA.  If you call the office you can still expect to hear the voice of a staff member. We 

can provide you with all of the information, documents and forms you need to manage your 

accounts quickly and securely through whatever method works best for you.  Our educational 

programs and academies have continued both virtually and in person observing social 

distancing guidelines and depending upon the public health recommendations at that time.  

 

As always, the Foundation continues to provide professional funds management services that 

adhere to the Social Principles of the Denomination.  Merrill Lynch continues to be our 

outsourced investment office and trusted teammate in this  pursuit.  

 

The 2020 Annual Meeting was held virtually this year in June.  Attendees were presented 

with a review of the financial and investment summary and ministry highlights from 2019. 

The format of our 2021 Annual Meeting will be determined in the spring.  

 

2020 was a milestone year for the UM Foundation of Western PA,  a milestone which fell by 

the wayside in light of the many challenges our constituents, friends, neighbors, and country 

faced this year,  — the Foundation has now been existence for 50 years.  Founded in 1970 at 

the call of the Bishop Roy C. Nichols, the Foundation was then created as a supporting 

organization of the United Methodist Church in Western PA.  We are proud of our 50 years of 

service, and hope that you are too.  We are welcoming the year 2021 with plentiful optimism 

and with enthusiasm for our next 50 years of service to the Kingdom. 

 

  
        

The Board of Directors and Staff  

of the UM Foundation of Western PA  

In the Service of Christ,  
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$131.29 M      In funds under  

management* 

$ 18.75 M  Designated Funds  

$ 94.10 M  Unrestricted Accounts 

$ 2.19 M  Charitable Trusts  

$ 556,000  Charitable Gift Annuities  

$ 15.24 M  Foundation Owned Accounts  

$ 459,000  Foundation Owned Donor  

       Advised Funds 

*extracted from internal management financial reports, unaudited 

691 Custodial 

Accounts  
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Invested Funds * 

FUNDS AND ACTIVITY 

 2020* 2019 2018 

Deposits $2,755,808 $19,538,316 $21,077,133 

Withdrawals $2,467,245 $3,484,335 $1,576,089 

Distributions  

of Income $4,471,873 $3,823,749 $3,055,223 

 2020* 2019 2018 

Core Balanced  $122,068,000 $111,135,000 $83,545,000 

Income and 
Growth  $2,415,000 $1,367,000 $933,000 

Aggressive  $6,804,000 $5,948,000 $4,877,000 

Total 131,287,000 $118,450,000 $89,355,000 

Activity Summary * 

*extracted from internal management financial reports, unaudited ANNUAL REPORT 2020 / 10 



 

 

 

Unexpected Connections 

In February of 2020 few of us would have predicted the world we now find ourselves in.  A world of 

virtual gatherings, social distancing and case counts.  Sunday services look different now than they ever 

have before.  The Coronavirus pandemic has tested our creativity, resourcefulness, and determination. 

How can we ensure that worship continues when our congregations cannot gather in the same way 

they have in the past—during a time when many of us are facing unprecedented challenges to our 

emotional, financial, and physical well-being?  Church in the time of COVID-19 is a whole new world.  

Faced with this new world, congregations in 

western Pennsylvania had to quickly change 

their approach to ministry in ways they may 

never have considered before.  We had to ask 

ourselves, as Tim Goodman, Senior Pastor of 

College Avenue UMC, aptly put it “what does it 

mean to shift from gathering to connecting?” 

For many congregations, the answer to this 

question was technology, but this was not an 

easy answer for churches who had very little 

web presence or need for technology before 

the pandemic.  Beth Rossler, Senior Pastor of Duke Center UMC and Rew UMC, explained that before 

the pandemic they had a church Facebook page to work with but not much else.  Now she posts video 

of her sermons weekly on Facebook and YouTube and has hosted parking lot services on and off with a 

radio transmitter.  When the shutdown first happened, Sarah Wrona, Senior Pastor of First UMC 

Vandergrift and New Beginnings UMC, had very little experience with Zoom, now she regularly hosts 

Bible study via the video conferencing platform.  She admits that as much out of their comfort zone 

these new approaches might put congregations, it is the same for many pastors.  

Many churches have found that when it comes to the COVID-19 pandemic and worship, a one-size-fits-

all approach isn’t the answer.  “We have a multitude of things we do – a layered approach,” says Darryl 

Lockie, Senior Pastor of Grace UM Ministry in New Castle, “we are using Facebook Live, live audio on a 

radio broadcast from the church parking lot, using a service called ‘Sermon by Phone’, and for anyone 

who wants one we will make a DVD of the service available.”  With a diverse constituency with varying 

degrees of tech savvy and access to online resources, this layered approach makes worship and 

fellowship accessible to all.  
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Parking lot services, during which attendees watch from the safety of their cars or sitting out in the fresh 

air, were popular during the summer of 2020 if in-person services were not possible.  “[Attendees] see 

each other and it lets people have their routine on Sunday mornings,” says Pastor Rosler.  FM 

transmitters made it possible for worship to be broadcast to car radios.  When transmitters weren’t 

available due to high demand, Pastor Wrona had a member of her congregation volunteer to bring his DJ 

sound equipment and set it up in the parking lot.  It worked well, said Pastor Wrona, both of her 

churches were able to be a part of it and she and the organist only spent one Sunday huddling under the 

portico during bad weather! 

When case numbers went up and colder weather arrived, Sunday services moved en masse to online 

platforms such as Facebook, YouTube, Zoom, and Vast (a telephone based conference call service). 

Churches explored their options for streaming versus uploading a pre-recorded service, attaining 

sufficient audio and video quality, and reaching constituents without reliable internet access.   

The sudden need for new technology to make streaming, uploading, and conference calling possible 

inspired the grants committee of the UM Foundation of Western PA to offer an initial grant of $16,700   

to the Annual Conference in the Summer of 2020, to help churches with the technology and 

communications enhancements necessary to maintain connections during the pandemic.  This initial 

grant was met with matching funding from the Conference.  Once the availability of grant money was 

publicized, the response from churches was overwhelming.  Additional funding was quickly provided by 

both the UM Foundation Board and the Annual Conference to meet the needs of western PA churches, 

ultimately over $172,000 was granted to 113 churches.  

With this grant money Pastor Bev Roscoe, Senior Pastor of Calvary UMC and Christ UMC in Uniontown, 

was able to purchase a Mevo recording 

system which allowed for live streaming of a 

better quality than with a tablet or iphone, 

it was a “saving grace” she says.  For many 

churches the ability to purchase a camera, 

microphone, and Zoom subscription was all 

they needed to ensure that worship and 

fellowship continued without interruption. 

The fact that we live in a time when this 

technology is available to us is a blessing.  

As we move into 2021 pastors are 

expressing optimism about the future and 

looking back at the accomplishments of 

2020.  “No matter how horrible 2020 has been there is nothing outside God’s ability to redeem,” says 

Pastor David Ewing, Senior Pastor of Blackburn, Epworth, and Sewickley UMC, “[We are] ready to 

embrace what this new landscape is for us.”   



 

 

It’s safe to say that the lessons that we have learned in the past year have changed our approach to 

ministry forever.  “Looking back nine months ago, the speed that we have adapted is really kind of 

amazing,” says Pastor Dylan Parson, Senior Pastor of South Hills Partnership Charge.  Pastor Ewing 

agrees and feels that the changes of 2020 “revealed blind spots, just like in automobiles, they are there 

but you don’t know it, you don’t see it.  Now having moved out of our lane a little bit in 2020, now we 

see things that are there.”  Our ministry will be better and stronger because of it.  

The mass move to remote worship has also had a positive impact upon individuals with physical 

limitations or in nursing facilities.  “[Remote gathering] lets people with physical limitations flourish 

because they are able to engage weekly,” says Pastor Ewing.  That feeling of being part of a group and 

interacting with others regularly, if remotely, is invaluable, especially now.  

The possibility of worship on demand has also 

made it easier for individuals to participate in the 

spiritual life of family members and of new 

churches, perhaps the church of relatives or old 

hometowns, and for new churchgoers to 

experience worship in their own environment 

before making the move to in person services.  

Pastor Bev Roscoe feels that, “one of the ways 

technology has made one of the largest 

differences to families is the way it expands our 

boundaries, both in celebration and in grief.  I 

officiated a funeral, and because of technology, family members from England and Germany were able 

to join in.  In another case, family from the Fijian Islands were able to see us and we could see them. 

The family was able to communicate and pray together before and during the funeral. I had a spur of 

the moment wedding that allowed numerous family members to attend from all over the country.” 

“The thing the pandemic has done for us is it has stirred the juices of creativity and of wanting to get 

people spiritually fed,” says Pastor Bruce Judy, Senior Pastor of First UMC of Irwin.  It has stirred many 

church members to use their gifts in technology for everything from DJing parking lot services on 

Sundays, to setting up camera equipment, to designing a new church website.  “What we have been 

doing [during the pandemic] we need to keep doing,” says pastor Sara Wrona, “to not lose those 

connections.” 

Pastor Tim Goodman has been “humbled by the congregations’ openness and flexibility to adapt,” 

which he acknowledges takes some courage.  As we look forward to 2021 we do so with an appreciation 

for how far we have come and the difference that has been made in the lives of so many during such a 

difficult time.  Our faith will see us through even the darkest of times and the Coronavirus pandemic is 

no different.  We will persevere and will emerge stronger than before with far greater ability to reach 

beyond the boundaries of the four walls of our church buildings.  
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By: Rev. Dr. Joseph Patterson, Dean of the Academy  
 

Like all endeavors undertaken in 2020, the experiences of the Laity Leadership Academy and the Pastors’ 

Leadership Academy for Stewardship Formation had their share of interruption and challenge!  In May, 

the first class of the Laity Leadership Academy would have completed their first module of study (year 

one), which is focused upon study as a group, but it became necessary to postpone until September due 

to the pandemic.  Following the successful completion of that retreat in September, members of class 

began their second module, which is a time of independent study and specialization for participants.   

Members of the first class will graduate from the Academy when both modules are accomplished, a total 

of 100 hours of study.   
 

In November, Karen Martin of the Connellsville District became the first member of Class I to graduate, 

she selected the specialization “Recruiting, Developing, and Deploying Volunteers”.  She was awarded a 

certificate of completion on November 15th at Wesley UMC in Connellsville, where she was serving as an 

Interim Pastor.  She will use the skills that she learned in the Academy in faithful service to the church! 
 

A second class of the Laity Leadership Academy has been recruited. Tentatively they are scheduled to 

begin Module I in March.  A total of 19 persons have been included in the two classes of the Academy. 
 

The seventh class of the Pastors’ Leadership Academy for Stewardship Formation commenced in June.  A 

total of 12 persons, representing both the Western Pennsylvania Conference and the Susquehanna 

Conference are enrolled.  So far, two retreat-style events have taken place; members have the option of 

participating virtually should they feel more comfortable doing so.  
 

The Pastors’ Academy is a long-standing ministry of the Foundation, having equipped numerous pastors 

over the long term to explore the biblical the theological bases of stewardship, best practices in the 

practice of congregational money management, and new opportunities to develop ministry funding 

options.  In addition, members build important relationships that serve to support them as they lead the 

church forward.  For more information regarding the Pastors Academy or Laity Academy please contact 

the office or email jpatterson@umfoundation.org.  

2020 Leadership Academies Update  
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Dr. Alberta R. Dorsey Educational Scholarship  

Alex Fincher, Clarion University of  
Pennsylvania 
Andrew Chwalik, Mount St. Mary’s University 
Allison Ramirez, Waynesburg University 

Hannah Penrod, Indiana University of  
Pennsylvania 
John Vanderhoff, Grove City College  
Zaleigh King, Youngstown State University   

Ruth Zitzman Schall Memorial Scholarship 

Christopher Smith Memorial Scholarship 

Hannah Penrod, Indiana University of Pennsylvania 

As awarded by the Board of Higher Education and Ministry of the Western Pennsylvania      
Annual Conference in 2020. 

Alan McGill, Pennsylvania State University, 

Behrend  

Alex Fincher, Clarion University of  

Pennsylvania 

Allison Ramirez, Waynesburg University 

Andrew Chwalik, Mount St. Mary’s University 

Benjamin Daly, Slippery Rock University of  

Pennsylvania   

Caleb Hildbold, Grove City College 

Camryn Turner, Slippery Rock University of  

Pennsylvania   

Carly Brest, Grove City College 

Cassidy Pears, Clarion University of  

Pennsylvania 

Emma Weaver, Kent State University 

Faith Pelesky, University of Pittsburgh at  

Johnstown 

Gabriel DeYoung, Hope College 

Harrison Keenan, Westminster College 

Ian Titus, Penn State University, Shenango  

Jacob Widger, Liberty University 

James Downey, New Castle School of Trades  

Jason Vanderhoff, Pennsylvania State  

University  

John Vanderhoff, Grove City College 

Joseph Downey, Baldwin Wallace University 

Katarina Weingart, Allegheny College  

Katrina Weichman, Edinboro University of  

Pennsylvania  

Kendall Brest, Grove City College 

Kyu Hyung Han, Princeton University 

Kyuhoon Han, Culinary Institute of America 

Madeline Keenan, Westminster College 

Madison Buchanan, Clarion University of  

Pennsylvania 

Magdalene Downey,  

Clarks Summit University 

Maggie Stains, Waynesburg University 

Matthew Thom, West Virginia University 

Megan Prenatt, Penn State Behrend  

Micah Link, Shenandoah University 

Michaela Giambrone, Gannon University 
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Mollie Landman, Grove City College 

Nicholas Giambrone, Clarion University  

Noah Greenawalt, Grove City College 

Rachel Howard, Florida Southern College 

Rebekah Cox, Ohio Northern University 

Regan Check, University of Pittsburgh 

Regan Gray, Ohio University 

Samuel Widger, Liberty University  

Sarah Barwell, Liberty University 

Sarah Cox, Allegheny College  

Walker Allison, Slippery Rock University 

Zachary Fincher, Slippery Rock University 

Zaleigh King, Youngstown State University   

Smith Memorial Scholarship Continued 
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Andrew W. and Jane Stewart Smith Seminary Scholarship 

John Balliet, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

Jonathan Cordle, United Theological Seminary  

Ronald Cox, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

Paul Funk, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

Matthew Howe, Asbury Theological Seminary 

Debra Mason, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 

Matthew Scott, United Theological Seminary 

John White, Duke University Divinity School  

 

 

The Andrew W. and Jane Stewart Smith Seminary Scholarship is administered by the UM 

Foundation of Western PA and awarded to seminary students selected by the Board of  

Ordained Ministry  



 

 

LEAVE A LEGACY 
The United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania offers personalized 
consultation services to individuals hoping to enhance the current or future ministry of 
their local church or another United Methodist cause through planned giving.  These 
consultations can take place over the phone or virtually upon request!  Gift planning 
consultations focus on providing the individual with information on the various gift 
options available to donors in a zero-pressure environment with a Foundation staff 
member familiar with the structure and traditions of the United Methodist Church.  
 

We are here to help by listening to your current and future needs and desires, assisting 
you in identifying your charitable objectives, providing information concerning United 
Methodist ministries that meet them, and offering suggestions for a variety of methods 
and gift vehicles to support your chosen charitable ministries.  

The Foundation currently acts as custodian for one hundred and forty designated funds 
benefitting an array of United Methodist charitable causes.  The majority of these funds 
are set up as endowments, with the intention that the principal be preserved and the 
income be distributed to the designated beneficiary for generations to come.  To learn 
more about the possibility of establishing a designated fund with the Foundation, 
contact our office.  

Local Church Youth Ministry Fund 
Conference Scholarship Fund 
Local Church Scholarship Fund 
Local Church Music Ministry Fund 
Local Church Memorial Endowment  
Fund to Benefit a UM Camp or Retreat Center 
Campership Fund for Children with Financial Need 
Educational Fund for Pastors  
Mission Fund for the Local Church 
Fund to Benefit Conference Missionaries  
Fund to Benefit a Special Project (ex: new roof) 

One way that donors can make a gift to a specific cause and ensure that gift is utilized 
according to their desires is by creating a designated fund.  These are just a few exam-
ples of designated funds currently managed by the Foundation:  

DESIGNATED FUNDS 
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REQUEST PROGRAMMING 
Foundation staff are available to provide the following programs remotely via video  
conferencing service, or in person, depending on the public health circumstances at the 
time.  Meetings are scheduled upon request. Give us a call at 412-232-0650. 
 
Steps for Establishing and Enhancing your Endowment Program    
 

Helping churches and other organizations establish a permanent endowment program 
or revitalize an existing endowment program.  
 
Leave a Legacy Program 
 

Designed to provide interested members of the congregation with the information 
needed to perpetuate their Christian influence and leave a legacy through planned     
giving.  
 
Funds Management Program and Account Review  
 

An overview of the Foundation's funds management program tailored to your               
organization's unique needs, concerns, and questions. 
 
To learn more about other programming, including seminars and webinars, offered by 
the Foundation, visit our website at www.umfoundation.org.  

UMF of Western PA and UM Stewardship Foundation Staff during our holiday staff meeting 2020! 

ANNUAL REPORT 2020 / 18 



 

 

BUILDING A FOUNDATION FOR  
THRIVING AND FAITHFUL COMMUNITIES 


