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Service of Word and Table for Ordination, 
Commissioning of Provisional Members,

and Recognition of Orders

Thursday, June 6, 2019
7:00 p.m.

Entrance

GATHERING
Raise a Hallelujah    ~Jake Stevens, Jonathan David Heller, Melissa Heller, Molly Skaggs
Who You Say I Am                          ~Ben Fielding, Reuben Morgan
Spirit Break Out   ~Ben Bryant, Luke Hellebronth, Myles Dillon, Tim Hughes

WORD OF WELCOME   The Rev. Alan Morrison

*PROCESSIONAL HYMNS   
 O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing  ~Charles Wesley, Carl Gotthelf Glaser, 

David Crowder, Jack Parker
And Are We Yet Alive    ~ Charles Wesley, Johann G. Nageli arr. by Lowell Mason
Your Grace Is Enough        ~ Matt Maher
Agnus Dei            ~ Michael W. Smith

*GREETING AND PRAYER
Bishop: The grace of Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.

Bishop: We come together to praise God, to hear the Holy Word, and to seek for ourselves 
and others the power, presence and direction of the Holy Spirit. Let us pray.

People: Eternal God, by Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit you gave to your apostles many 
excellent gifts. Give your grace to all servants of your church,  that we may with 
diligence and faithfulness fulfill our various ministries. Grant that we your people 
may follow where you lead, perfect our ministries, and live in joyful obedience to 
your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen.

*Please rise in body or spirit.
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Recognition of Common Ministry and Reaffirmation of Baptism

Bishop: Ministry is the work of God, done by the people of God. Through baptism, all Christians are 
made part of the priesthood of all believers, the church, Christ’s body, made visible in the 
world. We all share in Christ’s ministry of love and service for the redemption of the human 
family and the whole of creation. Therefore, in celebration of our common ministry, I call 
upon all God’s people gathered here: Remember you are baptized, and be thankful.

People: We reaffirm our baptism and our common call to ministry. Thanks be to God!
  The people may be seated.

Presentation of Persons to be Ordained, Commissioned, and Recognized
Sharon Gregory, Conference Lay  Leader

The Rev. Eric Raygor & The Rev. David Janz, Board of  Ordained Ministry Co-Chairs

Bishop: Who presents these candidates to be ordained, commissioned and recognized?
All Laity: We have recommended them in our local congregations. We present them with 

our prayers and support.

Members of the Board of Ordained Ministry: We have examined these candidates according 
to the standards of our Discipline and this annual conference of the United Methodist 
Church. We present them with our prayers and support.

Representatives of the Board of Ordained Ministry: We present for ordination as deacons:
Rebekah Ruth Swineford Clapp
Sean Robert Lewis 

Anais Lura Hussian

We present for ordination as elders:
James Terry Golla, III
Hannah Marie Loughman
Keith T. McGarvey  

John D. Mize
Christopher Drew Myers 
Thomas R. Scott

We present for commissioning as provisional members preparing for ordained ministry 
  as elders:

Caleb Thomas Fugate Beth Ann Meier 
Jillian Evelyn Jones Dylan Reed Parson 
Hae Seon Lee

We also present for Recognition of Orders in the United Methodist Church:
Adam Joseph Stump

We present them with our prayers and support.
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Bishop: These persons are by God’s grace to be ordained, commissioned or recognized for 
set apart ministry in Christ’s Holy Church. Those authorized by the Church to inquire 
about them have discerned that they are persons of sound learning and Christian 
character, possess the necessary signs of God’s grace, and have demonstrated a 
profound commitment to serve Jesus Christ. Therefore, they believe them to be 
duly called to serve God. We ask you, people of God, to declare your assent to the 
ordination, commissioning, receipt or recognition of these persons.

Do you trust that they are worthy, by God’s grace, to be ordained, commissioned, 
received or recognized?

People: We do!  Thanks be to God!

Bishop: Will you uphold them in their ministry?
People: With God’s help, we will.

The General Examination

Bishop: My sisters and brothers in Christ, you have been called to an ordained, 
commissioned, or recognized status in set apart ministry. The church now confirms 
your calling. As ordained or commissioned ministers, you are to be coworkers with 
all the people of God - with laity, bishops, elders, deacons, local pastors, provisional 
members, diaconal ministers, deaconesses, home missionary, supply pastors – with 
all who serve God in the church. Remember you are called to serve rather than 
to be served, to proclaim the faith of the church and no others, to look after the 
concerns of God above all. So we may know you believe yourselves to be called by 
God and that you profess the Christian faith, we ask you:

Bishop: Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of ordained or licensed 
ministry?

Candidates: I do so believe.

Bishop: Do you believe in the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit and confess Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior?

Candidates: I do so believe and confess.

Bishop: Are you persuaded that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments contain all 
things necessary for salvation through faith in Jesus Christ and are the unique and 
authoritative standard for the church’s faith and life?

Candidates: I am so persuaded, by God’s grace.
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Bishop: Will you be faithful in prayer, in the study of the Holy Scriptures, and with the help 
of the Holy Spirit continually rekindle the gift of God that is in you?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: Will you do your best to pattern your life in accordance with the teachings of Christ?
Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: Will you, in the exercise of your ministry, lead the people of God to faith in Jesus 
Christ, to participate in the life and work of the community, and to seek peace, 
justice, and freedom for all people?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: Will you be loyal to the United Methodist Church, accepting and upholding its order, 
liturgy, doctrine, and discipline, defending it against all doctrines contrary to God’s 
Holy Word, and committing yourself to be accountable with those serving with you, 
and to the bishop and those who are appointed to supervise your ministry?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: Will you, for the sake of the church’s life and mission, covenant to participate in the 
life of the order into which you are ordained, commissioned or received? Will you 
give yourself to God through the order in order to sustain and build each other up 
in prayer, study, worship and service under the rule of life set forth in the vows you 
take this day?

Candidates: I will, with the help of God.

Bishop: May God, who has given you the will to do these things, give you the grace to 
perform them, that the work begun in you may be brought to perfection.

All:        Amen!

Proclamation and Response
SPECIAL MUSIC  

Shout to the Lord / You Deserve the Glory  ~ Darlene Zschech / Eva-Lena Hellmark

*THE GOSPEL
Luke 5:1-11       Paul Huey, Greensburg District Lay Leader

SERMON 
“Dressed for Fishing” Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi
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*APOSTLES CREED Sharon Gregory, Conference Lay Leader
Leader: Do you believe in God?
People: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ?
People: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, Our Lord, 

        Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried.  

        He descended to the dead. 
        On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

is seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living 
and the dead.

Leader: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit?
People: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

*HYMN
This I Believe   ~ Ben Fielding, Matt Crocker

Commissioning of Provisional Members
Bishop: By affirming the covenant of baptism, all members of Christ’s holy church pledge to 

serve as Christ’s representatives in the world. Christ gave all of us this command:  “Ask 
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest.” We have asked, and the Lord 
has answered. These sisters and brothers know our Savior’s concern for God’s people, 
see the plentiful harvest, and are ready to respond generously to the Lord in the words 
of the prophet: “Here I am; send me.” Urged on by the love of Christ and strengthened 
by the Holy Spirit, they now come to declare in public their desire to live out the 
covenant made at their baptism by binding themselves to the service of God under the 
supervision of the bishop and the guidance of colleagues in full connection and by being 
appointed to share as servant leaders in the body of Christ. Today we commission them 
to service as they continue to prepare for ordained ministry among us.

Prayer of Commissioning and Laying on of Hands

Bishop: God of the apostles and prophets, of the martyrs and teachers, you raise up men and 
women to be apostolic leaders in your church. By your Holy Spirit help these, your servants, 
to understand and live the mystery of your love with boldness and joy. Deepen their sense of 
purpose as they exercise commissioned ministry.  Empower them, and those who will walk 
with them to guide their ministry, together with all your people, to heal the sick, love the 
outcast, resist evil, preach the Word, and give themselves freely for your sake.
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 Bishop: Pour out your Holy Spirit upon [full name].
Send him/her now to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to announce the reign 
of God, and to equip the church for ministry, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:        Amen.

*HYMN
Here I Am Lord  UMH 593

Examination of Deacons

Bishop: A deacon is called to share in Christ’s ministry of servanthood, to relate the life of 
the community to its service in the world, to lead others into Christian discipleship, 
to nurture disciples for witness and service, to lead in worship, to teach and 
proclaim God’s Word, to assist elders and appointed local pastors at Holy Baptism 
and Holy Communion, to interpret to the church the world’s hurts and hopes, to 
serve all people, particularly the poor, the sick, and the oppressed, and to lead 
Christ’s people in ministries of compassion and justice, liberation and reconciliation, 
especially in the face of hardship and personal sacrifice.

This is the rule of life and work of a deacon.
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of a deacon?

Candidates: I do so believe.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Deacons

Bishop: As these persons are recognized or ordained by God and the church for the ministry 
of deacons to which they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them:

We thank you, Living God, that in your great love you sent Jesus Christ to take 
the form of a servant, becoming obedient even to death on the cross, and now 
resurrected and exalted in the heavens. You have taught us, by his word and 
example, that whoever would be great among us must be servant of all.  Give these 
servants grace to be faithful to their promises, constant in their discipleship, and 
always ready for works of loving service.  Make them modest and humble, gentle 
and strong, rooted and grounded in love.  Give them a share in the ministry of Jesus 
Christ, who came not to serve but to serve.
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Bishop: Almighty God, pour upon name the Holy Spirit for the office and work of a deacon in 
Christ’s holy church.

People: Amen.

Bishop: [Full Name], take authority as a deacon to proclaim the Word of God and to lead God’s 
people in ministries of compassion and justice; in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.
Examination of Elders

Bishop: An elder is called to share in the ministry of Christ and of the whole church: to preach 
and teach the Word of God and faithfully administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism 
and Holy Communion; to lead the people of God in worship and prayer; to lead 
persons to faith in Jesus Christ; to exercise pastoral supervision, to order the life of the 
congregation and the connection, to counsel the troubled, and declare the forgiveness 
of sin; to lead the people of God in obedience to Christ’s mission in the world; to 
seek justice, peace and freedom for all people; and to take a responsible place in the 
government of the Church in service in and to the community.  

This is the rule of life and work of an elder.  
Do you believe that God has called you to the life and work of an elder?

Candidates: I do so believe.

Laying on of Hands and Prayer for Elders

Bishop: As these persons are ordained or recognized by the church for the office and work of 
elders to which we believe they have been called by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for them:

We praise you, eternal God, because you have called us to be a priestly people, offering 
to you acceptable worship through Jesus Christ, our Lord, Apostle and High Priest, 
Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.  We thank you that, by dying, Christ has overcome 
death and, having ascended into heaven, has poured forth gifts abundantly on your 
people, making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and 
teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry,  to build up Christ’s body, and to 
fulfill your gracious purpose in the world.

Give to these your servants the grace and power they need to serve you in this ministry. 
Make them faithful pastors, patient teachers, and wise counselors. Enable them to serve 
without reproach, to proclaim the gospel of salvation, to administer the sacraments of 
the new covenant, and to offer with all your people spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Bishop: Almighty God, pour upon [Name] the Holy Spirit for the office and work of an elder 
in Christ’s holy church.

People: Amen.

Bishop: [Full Name], take authority as an elder to preach the Word of God, to administer the 
Holy Sacraments, and to order the life of the Church; in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

People: Amen.

Recognition of Orders

Bishop: After due examination of your call and ministry in another part of Christ’s holy 
church, we now welcome you to this communion. You have given assurance of 
your faith and Christian experience. You have renewed the vows of your ordination 
and embraced our own, committing yourself to accept and uphold faithfully 
the doctrine, liturgy, and discipline of the United Methodist Church.  We rejoice 
that you have been called to serve among us, and pray that God may guide your 
ministry.

[Full Name], we now recognize you as an elder in full connection in The United Methodist 
Church.

OFFERING   Benefits the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund
The Rev. Renee Mikell, Assistant to the Bishop

OFFERTORY 
O Come to the Altar ~by Chris Brown, Mack Brock

Steven Furtick, Wade Joye

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   The Rev. Renee Mikell

Thanksgiving and Communion

INVITATION TO THE TABLE AND PEACE The Rev. Donna Gabler, Deacon

Deacon: Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their 
sin, and seek to be at peace with God and one another.  Therefore, let us confess 
our sin before God and one another.
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CONFESSION AND PARDON
All:         Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart.  

We have failed to be an obedient church.  We have not done your will, we have 
broken your law, we have rebelled against your love, we have not loved our 
neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy.  Forgive us, we pray.  Free 
us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Deacon: Hear the good news:  Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that proves 
God’s love toward us.  In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
All:         Glory to God.  Amen.
Deacon: The peace of the Lord be always with you!
People: And also with you!

TAKING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Bishop: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Bishop: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Bishop: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Bishop: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
almighty God, Creator of heaven and earth. You built your church on the foundation 
of the prophets and apostles, and instituted a holy ministry so that your prophetic and 
apostolic Word might be heard until the end of time.  And so, with your people on earth 
and all the company of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory.  Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

Bishop: Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. He called disciples and empowered 
them for ministry. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave 
birth to your church and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit.

On the night in which Jesus gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is 
given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
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When the supper was over, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to 
his disciples, and said: “Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new 
covenant, poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”
When Jesus, the great Shepherd of your flock, ascended, he sent forth the apostles 
to preach the gospel and make disciples of all nations. He promised to be with them 
always and sent the Holy Spirit to lead them.

And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer 
ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with 
Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith:

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Bishop: Come upon us, Holy Spirit.
People: Come upon us, Holy Spirit.
Bishop: Come upon these gifts.
People: Come upon these gifts.
Bishop: Make them be for us Christ’s body, Christ’s blood.
People: Make us one body in Christ enlivened by his blood.
Bishop: One in heart, one in mind, one in you, Holy Spirit, as you move us to pray for the 

church and the world:

Deacon: That we may proclaim the gospel boldly:
People: Hear us, Lord.
Deacon: That we may offer your healing for all who are sick, and for people who are tired 

and weary:
People: Hear us, Lord.
Deacon: That we may be channels of your mercy over all your works, in earth, and sky, and 

sea:
People: Hear us, Lord.
Deacon: That all who this hour have been set apart for specialized ministries may lead, 

learn, and teach among us with wisdom and compassion:
People: Hear us, Lord.
Deacon: That many dead and left for dead be raised, and death itself vanquished:
People: Hear us, Lord.
Deacon: That all who are possessed, oppressed, distressed, depressed and downcast may 

be set free at last:
People: Hear us, Lord.
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Bishop: Even so, come and fill this feast, Holy Spirit, this day and every day until that day 
when we eat it new at the marriage supper of the Lamb!

People: All blessing and glory, thanksgiving and power, wisdom and honor and might be 
yours, Holy Triune God, now and forever.  Amen!

BREAKING THE BREAD AND OFFERING THE CUP
Bishop: Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body, because we all partake of 

the one loaf.  The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. The cup 
over which we give thanks is a sharing in the blood of Christ.

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP
 Oceans (Where Feet May Fall)       ~ Joel Houston, Matt Crocker, Salomon Ligthelm
 Here I Am to Worship          ~ Tim Hughes
 What a Beautiful Name         ~ Ben Fielding, Brooke Ligertwood
 Goodness of God ~Ben Fielding, Brian Johnson, Ed Cash, Jason Ingram, Jenn Johnson
 
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING

Bishop: Let us pray.
All:        Thank you, God, for uniting us with Jesus in this holy mystery. We are no longer 

our own, but yours.  So send us all, and put us to leading and serving in your 
mission wherever we go.  Amen.

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING
Bishop: The grace of Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you always. Go in peace to serve God and your neighbor in all that 
you do.

People: We are sent in Christ’s name.  Thanks be to God!

*RECESSIONAL AND GOING FORTH TO SERVE   
Every Praise                                                                              ~Hezekiah Walker
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Full Membership and Deacon’s Orders

Rebekah Ruth Swineford Clapp—Asbury University, United Theological Seminary, Asbury 
Theological Seminary (PhD); Home Church: Bakerstown UMC; Spouse: Benjamin Clapp;
Sponsors: Dennis W. Swineford, Alyce Weaver Dunn, Bob Zilhaver
 
Anais Lura Hussian—University of Pittsburgh, Claremont School of Theology; Home Church: 
Pittsburgh: First UMC; Sponsors: Debbie Hills, Bob Wilson
 
Sean Robert Lewis—Penn State University, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; Home Church: 
Bethel Park: Christ UMC; Spouse: Anna Lewis; Sponsors: Peggy Osbourne, Chris Morgan

Full Membership and Elder’s Orders
 
James Terry Golla, III—Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; 
Home Church: Butler: Christ Community UMC; Spouse: Dana Golla; Sponsors: Larry Dunn, 
Alyce Weaver Dunn
 
Hannah Marie Loughman—Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh Theological 
Seminary; Home Church: Waynesburg: First UMC; Spouse: Todd Loughman; Sponsors: Bruce 
Judy, Jacob Judy, Justin Judy
 
Keith T. McGarvey—University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan (MBA), Asbury 
Theological Seminary; Home Church: Wesleyville: Wesley United Methodist Church; Spouse: 
Linda McGarvey; Sponsors: Terry Gray, Joe Patterson
 
John D. Mize—American Public University, United Theological Seminary; Home Church: 
Blairsville First UMC; Spouse: Valerie Bennett Mize; Sponsors: Terry Shaffer, John Snyder
 
Christopher Drew Myers—Westminster College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; Home 
Church: Knox UMC; Spouse: Lindsey Myers; Sponsors: Dave Coul, Mark Stewart
 
Thomas R. Scott—Asbury University, Asbury Theological Seminary; Home Church: Concord 
UMC; Spouse: Linda Scott; Sponsor: Brad Neel

Received As a Full Member (Elder)

Adam Joseph Stump— West Virginia University, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary;
 Spouse: Jana Stump
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Provisional Membership & Commissioning

Elder Candidates
 Caleb Thomas Fugate—Messiah College, Duke Divinity School; Home Church: Punxsutawney 
First UMC

Jillian Evelyn Jones—Saint Vincent College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; Home Church: 
Blacklick UMC; Spouse: Justin Jones

Hae Seon Lee—Edinboro University, Drew Theological School; Home Church: Edinboro UMC

Beth Ann Meier—Grove City College, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary; Home Church: 
Greensburg: Charter Oak UMC

Dylan Reed Parson—Denison University, Duke Divinity School; Home Church: Slippery Rock 
UMC

Musicians:

Oakland Worship
Joshua Watts, Band Leader

Oakland United Methodist Church
Johnstown, PA
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Ministry Night and Celebration of the Retiring Class
Friday, June 7 2019

7:00 p.m.

GATHERING Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus & Herman L. Scharpf Chancel Choir
Hark, I Hear the Harp’s Eternal ~arr. Alice Parker 
All My Sins Been Taken Away ~ Robert Townsend
And the Father Will Dance ~arr. Mark Hayes
Surely the Presence/Sweet Hour of Prayer ~Lannie Wolfe/William Walford
Sweet, Sweet Spirit  ~Doris Akers

*CALL TO WORSHIP Kathleen Lasky, WPAUMC Benefits Officer 
~Arr. Don Wyrtzen, Phil Porter

Leader: The souls of our elders are churning with dreams,
People: We stop and listen!
Leader: The eyes of our young are seeing visions like never before.
People: We stop and listen!
Leader: Fear and trembling invade our souls when we cling to monuments of the past.
People: We stop and listen!
Leader: Yet, the Spirit pours, moves, and works among us.
People: We stop and listen!
Leader: May we dream with our elders and see the visions of our young.
People: Spirit of the Living God, fall fresh on us.

*HYMN OF PRAISE  
Lift Every Voice and Sing          ~UMH 519

*OPENING PRAYER (unison)
We come to worship with a spirit of gratitude. Grateful for your still-moving, still-
speaking, and still-working Spirit. Grateful for your faithfulness, even when we miss or 
ignore your nudge. Gather us under your wings of grace, and grow our faith that we might 
come to one another with open hearts and open minds. Grant us the courage and hope 
to dream your dream and see the visions you have for us and our world.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ we pray, Amen.
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CELEBRATION:  150 YEARS OF UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Liturgy adapted from the Pledge to Mission Service, 2018-2019 UMW Program Book

          Denise Nicole Stone, UMW National Director
 Linda Thayer, WPA UMW President

In 2019, United Methodist Women celebrates 150 years of women organizing for mission.  The rich 
legacy of the UMW includes countless stories of committed women participating in the women’s 
missionary societies of eight denominations since 1869.  The generation of women who founded 
the early missionary societies developed powerful networks and organizational structures to help 
women attain full participation in the life of the church and society.

In the early years, women’s mission organizations focused on sending missionaries and helping 
to change the lives of women and girls in foreign lands.  Closer to home, they addressed issues 
of poverty, child labor, immigration, migrant labor, family life, racial discrimination, and full clergy 
rights for women.

Because of the faithfulness and courage of millions of women who prayed, planned, organized, 
marched, petitioned, labored, and supported the work of missionary societies, the lives of 
countless individuals, especially women and children, have been changed. 

Today, United Methodist Women is the largest denominational faith organization for women, with 
approximately 800,000 members.  The UMW is a community whose purpose is to know God and 
to experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive 
fellowship of women; and to expand concepts of mission through participation in the global 
ministries of the church.  It is the vision of the UMW to turn faith, hope and love into action by:

• Promoting the empowerment of women, children and youth.
• Promoting anti-racism and multiculturalism.
• Promoting inclusion and equity.
• Promoting fair labor practices.
• Promoting economic and environmental stewardship and sustainability.

We have much to be proud of and a great deal to celebrate as we continue the journey 
begun 150 years ago by our faithful and courageous foremothers.

Please join us now in celebrating 150 years of United Methodist Women:

Leader: We come as women and men who have received a rich heritage from our 
foremothers.

People: We give thanks for those who were faithful to their call.
Leader: We come as women and men who use our combined weaknesses and strengths to 

serve women, children and youth.
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People: We are thankful for those with whom we serve.
Leader: We come as women and men who look to a future made bright by the boldness 

and leadership of women following Jesus.
People: We give thanks for those who are being prepared to lead us into this future.
Leader: Let us pray.
All:        God of the past, present and future, we are grateful for those who came before 

us and we seek to be faithful to their example.  We appreciate those who serve 
and commit themselves today; we strengthen each other.  We look forward to the 
generations of women you will raise up to continue the journey.  In Christ’s name 
we pray, Amen.

ANTHEM 
Rise Up and Call Her Blest     Mary Kay Kennedy Chorale with Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus

~Pepper Choplin

CELEBRATION:  200 YEARS OF METHODIST MISSION  Sandra Matoushaya

2019 also marks the 200th anniversary of Methodist mission.  On April 5, 1819, the 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church was formed in New York City in 
response to the mission work of John Stewart, a freeborn African-American, among the 
Wyandotte Native American people in Ohio. The General Board of Global Ministries is the 
present-day successor to the Missionary Society.

Today, Global Ministries supports 300 missionaries serving in more than 60 countries; 
works to improve global health, operating more than 300 United Methodist hospitals and 
clinics worldwide; and seeks to alleviate human suffering through the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief (UMCOR).

Mission has changed in the last 200 years, but Methodists remain a people deeply 
committed to mission. At the bicentennial of Methodist mission, we practice mission “from 
everywhere to everywhere” and celebrate the way that mission unifies all Methodists as we 
join in God’s redemptive work in the world. 

SIGNING OF GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP COVENANT with the Methodist Church of Fiji and Rotuma
Pastor Bev Roscoe

Tevita Matuataumada, Lay Leader, WPA Fijian Methodists
Rev. Bob Zilhaver, District Superintendent

BLESSING OF UMVIM Teams Sandra Matoushaya, WPAUMC Missional Engagement Coordinator
Leader: Today we recognize the ministry of those who go out as volunteers in mission to 

learn, to serve, and to build relationships.  We send them out with our prayers, 
encouragement and support.  
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VIM Teams are invited to stand, and others to extend their hands in prayer toward team 
members.

Bishop: May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen you, that in this and all things you may do 
God’s will in the service of Jesus Christ. Let us pray:

Almighty God, look with favor upon these persons who today reaffirm their 
commitment to follow Christ and to serve in his name.  Give them courage, patience 
and vision; and strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of witness to the world and 
service to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC HVLI Drum Circle

SCRIPTURE 
Acts 9:1-6 Aundre Robinson

SERMON 
“Mission: It’s Still Possible”  James I. Cogman

OFFERING   Benefits the Deeply Rooted, Upward Reaching Campaign
 The Rev. Keith Dunn, Campaign Co-Chair of Clergy Gifts

and Chairperson of Camping & Retreat Corporations

OFFERTORY 
I Stand Amazed       Mary  K. Kennedy Chorale         ~Emily French Lujan
There Will I Be Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus ~Craig Courtney

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  The Rev. Keith Dunn

RECOGNITION OF THE RETIREES
Bishop: Brothers and sisters in Christ, you came to us from congregations where the Spirit of the 

Lord was upon you; and you were charged to preach to the broken-hearted, to visit the 
captive, to anoint those who were bruised.  These things you have done.

People: We thank God for the community of the faithful in which the Word of God found 
response. Countless persons have depended upon you for help. In the providence of 
God, you know that both suffering and joy can be God’s way of teaching and healing.

Bishop: At your ordination, you received authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the Church 
of God, to preach the Word, to celebrate the Sacraments, and to Order the life of the 
Church.  At your consecration, you received authority to equip the people of God, and 
to embody the unity of the congregation’s worship with its life in the world.  By God’s 
grace, you did many things that seemed beyond your power.
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People: We thank God that you were given the vision to be faithful. Death and illness 
have not come on schedule. The truth has not always been easy to preach. We 
know something of the grace by which you have lived, and we thank God for your 
vision.

Bishop: Never think lightly of the great good that God has wrought through you! Continue 
to be true to your calling.  May God’s love and power be with you always!  Let us 
pray together:

All:        God of grace, you fill your servants with vision. You empower your servants with 
your Spirit. We give thanks for the ministry of these women and men, and for the 
ways in which you have ministered to us through them. Give them a sense of your 
abiding presence, that they may continue to love and serve you, and ever grow in 
the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen!

PRESENTATION OF THE RETIRING CLASS The Rev. Kelley Schanely

Note: Among the retiring class, Diaconal Minister Nancy Foltz is the last diaconal minister actively 
serving in WPA. Diaconal ministers are lay persons who received a call to serve in ministries of 
specialized service in and on behalf of the church. They serve within congregations, charges or 
cooperative parishes, Church-related agencies, ecumenical agencies, or ministries that extend the 
witness and service of Christ’s love and justice in the world.  Although it is no longer possible to 
become a diaconal minister in the United Methodist Church, there are approximately 240 active 
diaconal ministers and 270 who are retired. 

Nancy retires as the last active diaconal minister in the Western Pennsylvania Conference.  Today 
we celebrate her faithfulness, and the faithfulness of many who have led us in witness and service 
through the office of diaconal minister.

PRESENTATION OF THE THOBURN CANE Recipient:  Rev. Donald Struchen, Class of 1946

Note: The tradition of presenting a cane to the oldest member of a community is not unique to the 
Western PA Conference, but here the cane used represents one carried by Bishop James M. Thoburn, a 
graduate of Allegheny College. Bishop Thoburn was a member of the Ohio Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and later a missionary Bishop for India and Malaysia. He was the brother of Isabella 
Thoburn, an educator who served in India as one of the first two women missionaries sent by the 
Women’s Foreign Missionary Society. The cane, named for Bishop Thoburn, is presented to the oldest 
member of our Conference with the most years of service -- the Rev. Donald Struchen, 96. 

Rev. Don Struchen was licensed to preach in 1941, ordained a deacon in 1946 and an elder in 1948 in 
the Methodist Erie Conference, where he served Cochranton and Mumford Chapel and in 1953, began 
serving as executive secretary of the Conference. In 1961, he joined the staff of the General Board of 
Global Ministries in New York, where he served until retirement in 1988.



21*Please rise in body or spirit.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING The Rev. Kelley Schanely

Thank you, nurturing God, for the seasons of life:  for the joy of childhood, the excitement 
of youth, and the stability of maturity. Thank you for the blessings that come with age:  for 
happy memories to enjoy, for wisdom that comes through experience, and for freedom that 
comes with retirement.

Lord, we give thanks for these who are examples of faithfulness through many years, and 
we thank you that you anoint and use us always, in all seasons. We pray that this would be 
a new beginning, with your vision as our guide. May a new rhythm emerge, one that forms 
a beautiful balance between rest and engagement with life.

And now Lord, we ask for your blessing. May there be good health, joy in abundance and 
peace in heart and mind, from this day forward and each day that follows.
In Jesus name, Amen.

*HYMN    
 At the Font We Start Our Journey        TFWS 2114

CALL TO MINISTRY AND INVITATION TO THE ALTAR Herman L. Sharpf Chancel Choir
 Holy Ground ~Geron Davis, arr. Lloyd Larson
 Author of Justice ~arr. Lloyd Larson

BLESSING AND SENDING

Bishop: For everything there is a season, a time for every matter under heaven. So too, 
there is a time for movement, new adventure, fields of service not yet touched.  
With love, we send you forth in the spirit of John Wesley: May the world be your 
parish!

People: Go into the world and respond to the love of Christ in all you do. Live out the 
vision God has given you.  May God’s mercy, grace, and peace be with you!  May 
you be channels of God’s mercy, grace and peace to the world wherever you may 
be.  Amen!

GOING FORTH TO SERVE 
 Old Time Religion ~Arr. Moses Hogan

*POSTLUDE HVLI Drum Circle
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MUSICIANS

Bryan Sable, Organ & Choral Director
Rev. Dean Ziegler, Piano

Lauren Corcoran Emrich, Song Leader

Robert E. Harper Men’s Chorus
Mary K. Kennedy Chorale

Herman L. Scharpf Chancel Choir

Coraopolis United Methodist Church
Coraopolis, PA

and

HVLI Drum Circle
Keith Murphy, Director

Healthy Village Learning Institute
McKeesport, PA

2019 Retiree Class

Penny Adams
Bruce Anthony
Tom Barnicott
R. Scott Berkely
Donald Blinn, Jr
Thomas Bonomo
Janet Chiplis
Harold J. Dangel
Ernie DeLuca
Linda Dinger
Gary Donaldson
Nancy Foltz
Bruce Gascoine
Emma Greene

Floyd Hall
Edward Hanley
Debbie Hills
Dennis Howard
Rick Howe
Kenneth Hughes
Colbert Jones
Nancy Jean Lightcap
Raymond Lyon
Gary McGarvey
David Means
Wayne Meyer
Michael Milinovich
Bruce Mould

Bradley Neel
Stanley Nixon
Earnest Perry
Susan Pickering
Jay Polowsky
Jeffrey Popson
Janice Reynolds
Martin Reynolds
Keith Rierder
Gary Sheesley
Timothy Williams
Chandler Wolf
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Conference Memorial Service and Liturgy of 
Discontinuance

Saturday, June 8, 2019
1:30 p.m.

GATHERING and PRELUDE
Pièce d’Orgue, BWV 572        ~ J.S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP Jean Ehrhart, Franklin District Lay Leader
Leader: We have gathered here to celebrate the lives of those who have served faithfully 

through the years and now share the triumph of Christ.
People: We affirm with praise and thanksgiving the goodness of our Lord.
Leader: Let us rejoice in God’s presence with us, in death as in life, among those who mourn 

as with those who now see Christ face to face.
People: In the midst of our grief we sing with joy, for God’s love is over all that has been 

made.  Blessed be God’s glorious name forever.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling          UMH 384

*OPENING PRAYER Mark Schwanke, Kane District Lay Leader
Tender and compassionate God, we seek to know you through the hearing of your Word 
and pray that we may go beyond hearing to obeying, as shown by the faithful lives of your 
departed servants whom we honor today.  We know that they are precious in your eyes, 
worthy of your special attention and ours, for they served well in the task that you gave 
them.  Grant that we may feel your presence as did the followers who knew Jesus in the 
breaking of the bread, and may we experience the fire within that sent them out to share 
good news.  Amen.

ANTHEM 
Psalm 23: A Song of Hope             ~ by Heather Sorenson

   The Ministers’ Chorus of the Western Pennsylvania Conference
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are 
read and your Word proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us today.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE    
2 Kings 2:1-15 Gail Fees, Erie-Meadville District Lay Leader

SERMON    
“What the Next Generation Saw!” The Rev. Dennis Swineford

The Rev. Rebekah Clapp
   
*HYMN OF RESPONSE  

O God Our Help in Ages Past vs. 1-3           UMH 117

LITURGY OF DISCONTINUANCE
Adapted from An Order for the Leave–Taking of a Church Building and An Order for Disbanding a Congregation 
Copyright © 1992 UMPH

Tom Hallman, Conference Trustees Chair 
           The Rev. Jim Pond, Cabinet Secretary

Leader: For the Word of God proclaimed in sacred sanctuaries,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For generations who have prayed their prayers and sung your praises,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For lives introduced to God’s grace at baptismal fonts,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For tables where the Lord’s Supper and potluck suppers have been shared,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For altar rails where we have
     Confirmed our youth,
     Knelt in confession,
     Professed our faith,
     Vowed our love, and
     Mourned our dead
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For the many who moved beyond church walls to serve God and our neighbors,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: As we release these congregations into your keeping and care,
People: We give you thanks, O God.
Leader: For all this, O God, we give you thanks through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Amen.
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DECLARATION OF CLOSING & PRAYER OF COMMITTAL

Bradleytown United Methodist Church
East Connellsville United Methodist Church
Fayette City United Methodist Church
Jollytown United Methodist Church
Porter United Methodist Church

Sportsburg United Methodist Church
Starford United Methodist Church
Wheatland Farrell United Methodist Church
Wilmore United Methodist Church
Wyano United Methodist Church

*HYMN OF RESPONSE  
 O God Our Help in Ages Past,  vs. 4-6                    UMH 117

ACT OF REMEMBRANCE                  The Rev. Pam Gardner
As the name of each of the honored dead is read aloud, if that person’s life and ministry 
touched your life, you are invited to stand in their memory.

SPECIAL MUSIC   
Still       ~ by Reuben Morgan                        

          The Rev. Ea Kyoung Jun

PRAYER FOR THE SAINTS (unison)  Jerry Rectenwald, Butler District Lay Leader
O God of both the living and the dead, we praise Your holy name for all Your servants 
who have faithfully lived and died. We thank You for the sacred ties that bind us to those 
unseen who encompass us as a cloud of witnesses. We pray that, encouraged by their 
example and strengthened by their fellowship, we may be diligent followers and that 
nothing will be able to separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen!

*HYMN OF DEDICATION   
For All the Saints              UMH 711

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

*POSTLUDE AND GOING FORTH TO SERVE  
Prelude in B Major             ~ Marcel Dupré

MUSICIANS:
Dr. Bradley Fitch, Organist

Rev. Ea Kyoung Jun, Soloist & Song Leader

The Ministers Chorus of the WPAUMC
Rev. W. Stephen Morse, Director

Rev. Janet Lord, Accompanist
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Closing Worship Celebration
Saturday, June 8, 2019

At Adjournment

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: Holy and living God, you are…
People: The tie that binds!
Leader: When someone needs a blessing
People: Let us be a blessing.
Leader: When someone needs a shoulder on which to cry,
People: Let us be that shoulder.
Leader: When someone needs hope,
People: Let us tell of the hope we have in you.
Leader: When someone feels distant and alone,
People: Let us remember and show that we are all connected in You.
Leader: As we go forth, may we walk in the way of Jesus and live in the power of the Holy 

Spirit.
People: Alleluia!  Amen.

*SONG OF PRAISE
 Hidden ~United Pursuit

PRAYER OF DEDICATION FOR THE 2020 GENERAL CONFERENCE DELEGATION

SETTING OF APPOINTMENTS

WESLEYAN COVENANT PRAYER
I am no longer my own, but thine.
Put me to what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt.
Put me to doing, put me to suffering.
Let me be employed by thee or laid aside for thee,
exalted for thee or brought low for thee.
Let me be full, let me be empty.
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
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to thy pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
thou art mine, and I am thine. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

SONG
 New Wine ~Hillsong UNITED

COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN SERVICE
Bishop: Church, today we recognize the ministry of our Annual Conference, what has taken 
place here in this place, and what continues to take place across all of the local churches 
and extension ministries that we support. In the name of Jesus Christ, I commend you to 
this work and pledge to you my prayers, encouragement and support, and I would ask the 
same of you for me. May the Holy Spirit guide and strengthen us, that in this and in all 
things, we may do God’s will in the service of Jesus Christ!

Bishop: Let us pray.

All:        Almighty God, look with favor upon us as we reaffirm our commitment to follow 
Christ and to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, patience, and vision, and 
strengthen us all in our Christian vocations of witness to the world and of service 
to others; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen and Amen!

ADJOURNMENT

CLOSING & SENDING
 What a Friend ~Matt Maher

MUSICIANS:

2019 Annual Conference Youth Band
Rev. Bay Allen, Band Leader



Annual Conference Worship Team:

Anne Bell
Jonathan Bell
Janice Davis
Bud Fickley

Mark Goswick
Kimberly Greway

Amy Wagner




