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IV. Daily Proceedings 
WPA Chic 

Dressed For Fishing 
FIRST DAY 

Thursday, June 6, 2019 
 

MORNING SESSION 
 
CONFERENCE BIBLE STUDY I - Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi called the body to 
order in the IM Room, at Grove City College, at 8:00 AM, and introduced Dr. Yung Suk 
Kim, this year’s Bible Study teacher. Dr. Kim introduced his study by explaining a 
different approach to Bible reading and study that he called “Reader-Response 
Criticism.” In this approach, one reads through the Scriptural text, but also responds to 
the text by “observing” what and who is around in the text, and asking questions of the 
text. 
 With the Reader-Response Criticism approach, Dr. Kim then began with his 
primary text for these three Bible Studies: Luke 5:1-11, the passage where Jesus gets into 
Peter’s boat to teach the crowds and later asks Peter, who had caught no fish all night, to 
go out into the deep and cast out his nets again… this time with an overwhelming catch 
of fish. Questions one could ask might involve why Peter’s boat was used.  While Jesus 
used Peter’s boat, did Peter overhearing Jesus teach and “get it?” What was Peter really 
saying when he says “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man?’ Dr. Kim gave the 
members of Conference “homework” to read the text and ‘look around’ at the people, 
places, scenes, and events in the passage.  What questions would you ask? 
 
 With an invitation from Bishop Moore-Koikoi to return for part two at 8:00 
tomorrow morning, the Bishop dismissed the conference to go to their respective Clergy 
or Laity Sessions, at 9:02 AM. 
 
CLERGY SESSION 
 
ORDER – Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi called the Clergy Session to order at 9:38 AM 
in Crawford Hall. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP – Bishop Moore-Koikoi led the body in the call to worship.  The 
body then sang “In Unity We Lift Our Song.” The Bishop invited the body to hold hands 
while she opened the session with prayer. 
 
COURSE OF STUDY GRADUATES – Sara J. Wrona introduced the 2018-2019 
Course of Study graduates: Kenneth R. Jacobs, Gene A. Lenk, Edward I. Wagner, 
Timothy R. Williams, Sandra Conti. 
 
RESIDENTIAL LICENSING SCHOOL GRADUATES – Sara J. Wrona introduced 
and recognized the graduates of the Summer 2018 Residential Licensing School (and 
what ministry track they intend to pursue: L-Local Pastor, D-Deacon, E-Elder): Kenneth 
G. Bailey, Jr.,  Ronald E. Cox (E), Wanick Fayette (L),  Suzan M. Graham (L), Denise 
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M. Grambling (E), Paula J. Grucza (L), Sarah R. Harris (D), David C. Keppen (L), Susan 
J. Keppen (D), Jennifer A. Krishart (D), Shawn T. Lehman (D), Roseanne D. Oliver (E), 
and Dylan R. Parson (E). 
 
COMMUTER LICENSING SCHOOL GRADUATES – Sara J. Wrona introduced and 
recognized the graduates of the Spring 2019 Commuter Licensing School:  Charles A. 
Batson (L), Donald C. Blystone (L), Dean D. Dietrick, Jr. (L), Deborah A. Hassen (L),  
Brandon J. Moore (E), Vicki L. South (L), Heather J. Wakefield (E), Ashley M. Weyant 
(E). 
 
(20) APPROVAL OF THOSE WHO HAVE COMPLETED THE STUDIES FOR 
THE LICENSE AS A LOCAL PASTOR, ARE APPROVED, BUT ARE NOT NOW 
APPOINTED – Upon motion by Sara J. Wrona, according to ¶315, those who have 
completed the studies for the license as a local pastor but not now appointed were 
approved. 
 
(21a) FULL-TIME LOCAL PASTORS– Upon motion by Sara J. Wrona, according to 
¶318.1, the full-time local pastors were approved. 
 
(21b) PART-TIME LOCAL PASTORS – Upon motion by Sara J. Wrona, according to 
¶318.2, the part-time local pastors were approved, with one addition under Pittsburgh 
District: Brandon Moore, (2019) ¾ time. 
 
(22) LOCAL PASTORS DISCONTINUED – Terry G. Shaffer reported local pastors 
who have exited or been discontinued, according to ¶320.1: Douglas A. Johnson, Greg D. 
Butler, Timothy R. Williams, Jill M. Croushore, Chance E. Kelosky, Robert D. Gillgrist, 
and Leon S. Blose. 
 
(24a) CLERGY FROM OTHER CONFERENCES SERVING IN WPA – Terry G. 
Shaffer reported the names of clergy from other Annual Conferences serving in Western 
Pennsylvania (¶¶331.8, 346.1): David S. Dempsey (RE) Upper New York, Arnold G. 
Husk (RE) from West Virginia, Carole J. Bergman (RE) from California/Nevada, Dawn 
M. Hand (FE) Western North Carolina, Barbara J. Bailey (RE) from: West Virginia, 
Ginger A. Thomas (FE) from: North Carolina, Lawrence A. Peters (FE) from: West 
Virginia, Wellington Chiomadzi (FE) from: Zimbabwe West, Zayzay Kpadeh (PD) from: 
Liberia, Neville A. Hammer, III (FD) from: Baltimore Washington; and Rafael Koikoi 
(PE) from: Baltimore Washington. 
 
(24b) CLERGY FROM OTHER METHODIST DENOMINATIONS SERVING IN 
WPA – Terry G. Shaffer reported the clergy from other Annual Conferences serving in 
Western Pennsylvania (¶¶331.8, 346.1): Bethany C. Rosler (FE) from Free Methodist, 
Michele A. Nagle (FE) from: Free Methodist, and Roseanne D. Oliver (FE) from AME. 
 
(25) CLERGY FROM OTHER DENOMINATIONS SERVING IN WPA – Terry G. 
Shaffer reported the clergy from other Denominations serving in Western Pennsylvania 
(¶¶331.8, 346.1): Peg Bowman (FE) from: Episcopal Church. 
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(26) AFFILIATE MEMBERS IN ANOTHER UM ANNUAL CONFERENCE – 
Terry G. Shaffer moved on those who are affiliate members while a member in another 
Annual Conference. Those without vote (¶334.5, ¶344.4): Dawn M. Hand (Western 
North Carolina) and Jane Ellen Nickell (West Virginia). The motion was approved. 
 
(28b) PROVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP AND COMMISSIONING – Received on 
motion of Janet Lord according to ¶324: Provisional Elders: Caleb T. Fugate, Jillian E. 
Jones, Hae Seon Lee, Dylan R. Parson, and Beth A. Meier (PTS). The motion was 
approved. 
 
(29) PROVISIONAL DEACONS – Janet Lord drew the body’s attention to those 
provisional members who are continuing to pursue ordination as a deacon according to 
¶326 (with the year they were commissioned and, what seminary are they attending, if in 
school): commissioned in 2016: Matthew F. Howe. Commissioned in 2018: Nicole M. 
Crouch, and Lynette S. Moran. 
 
(29) PROVISIONAL ELDERS – Janet Lord called the body’s attention to those 
provisional members who are continuing to pursue ordination as a deacon according to 
¶326 (with the year they were commissioned and, what seminary are they attending, if in 
school): Commissioned in 2014: Randolph K. Landman. Commissioned in 2016: Megan 
Y. Berkebile, Angelique O. Bradford (PTS), Robert V. Ellson, Nathanael J. Fugate, Paul 
A. Harman III, Jonathan J. Hartland, Melody L. Kimmel, Daryl S. Lockie, Eric M. 
Oliver, Derek R. Platt (MTSO), and Angela M. Rishell. Commissioned in 2017: Ea 
Kyoung Jun, Loren A. McQueen, Valerie B. Mize, Samantha S. Corbin, Joel D. Peterson, 
Lori M. Walters, Luke A. Whipple, Matthew E. Williams. Commissioned in 2018: 
Kendra L. Balliet (United), Jeremy W. Barkley, Tai S. Courtemanche, Adam T. Dotts, 
Victoria R. Heath, J. Mark Heckman, Craig R. Lindahl, Clint T. Phillips, and Shane J. 
Siciliano. 
 
(32a) FULL MEMBERSHIP –Dennis Swineford moved to receive Rebekah R. 
(Swineford) Clapp. according to ¶330. Janet Lord, on behalf of the Board of Ministry, 
moved to receive Anais Hussian, and Sean R. Lewis.  The motions were approved. 
 
(32a) FULL MEMBERSHIP –Bruce Judy moved to receive Hannah M. (Judy) 
Loughman.  Janet Lord, on behalf of the Board of Ministry, moved to receive James T. 
Golla, John D. Mize, Keith T. McGarvey, C. Drew Myers, Thom R. Scott, and Adam J. 
Stump. The motions were approved. 
 
 (32a) DEACON’S ORDERS – Dennis Swineford moved to elect for ordination as an 
elder Rebekah R. (Swineford) Clapp according to ¶330.  Janet Lord, on behalf of the 
Board of Ministry, moved to elect for ordination as deacons Anais Hussian and Sean R. 
Lewis. The motions were approved. 
 
 (32b) ELDER’S ORDERS –Bruce Judy moved to elect for ordination as an elder 
Hannah M. (Judy) Loughman according to ¶335. Janet Lord, on behalf of the Board of 
Ministry, moved to elect for ordination as elders James T. Golla, John D. Mize, Keith T. 
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McGarvey, C. Drew Myers, Thom R. Scott, and Adam J. Stump. The motions were 
approved. 
 
(38) RECEIVED BY TRANSFER FROM OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES OF 
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - Eric Raygor announced those who were 
received into membership according to ¶347.1, 416.5, 635.2n: Timothy Reichard (FE), 
Eastern PA (7/1/2019) and Neville Hammer III (FD) Baltimore-Washington (7/1/2019). 
 
(41) TRANSFERRED TO OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH – Eric Raygor reported that, according to ¶416.5, these 
pastors have been transferred to other annual conferences: Debra L. Pisor (FD) to South 
Carolina AC (7/1/2019) and Britt J. Leslie (FE) to Indiana AC (7/1/2019). 
 
(46b) WITHDRAWAL FROM THE ORDAINED MINISTERIAL OFFICE – Eric 
Raygor reported on those who withdrew from the ordained ministerial office, according 
to ¶360.2, .4: Timothy C. McConville (FE) from Alaska Missionary Conference to 
Voluntary Transition (effective 7/1/2019) and James P. Walker (FE) (effective 7/1/2018). 
 
(48) THE HONORED DEAD – Terry G. Shaffer read the names of those clergy who 
have died since Annual Conference 2018. (A complete list is included with the Memorial 
Service in Saturday’s Daily Journal). 
 
PRAYER – Renee Mikell, Bishop’s Assistant, prayed a prayer of thanksgiving to God 
for the lives and ministries of these colleagues who have died. 
 
(49) APPOINTED TO SERVE IN OTHER ANNUAL CONFERENCES – Terry G. 
Shaffer reported, according to ¶331.8, 346, regarding deacons and elders who have 
received appointments in other United Methodist Annual Conferences, while retaining 
their conference membership in Western Pennsylvania: Leah R. Bergstrom (RE, Desert 
Southwest AC), Nathan W. Carlson (FE, Florida AC), Rebekah R. Clapp (PD, West Ohio 
AC), Ralph P. Cotten (FE, Florida AC), Nicole M. Crouch (PD, New Mexico AC), Larry 
G. Dunn (FE, Florida AC), Richard O. Feagin (FE, Pacific Northwest AC), Bruce W. 
Griffith Jr. (FE, North Georgia AC),  Tracey L. Henderson (FD, West Ohio AC), 
Matthew F. Howe (PD, Minnesota AC), Gary W. Jones (FD, East Ohio AC), Debra L. 
Pisor (FD, South Carolina), Kevin J. Rea (FE, Great Plains AC), and R. Duane 
Thompson (FE, Indiana AC). 
 
(50-A) ABSENCE, VOLUNTARY – Terry G. Shaffer read the names of those who 
have requested voluntary leave of absence according to ¶353): Anthony R.C. Hita (2nd 
year), Eric M. Oliver (2nd year), and Jason E. Schweinberg (3rd year). 
 
(50-A2) LEAVE OF ABSENCE, PERSONAL (AFTER 5 YEARS) – Granted on 
motion by Terry G. Shaffer, according to ¶353.2a 3: Ronald E. Thomas (16th year), 
David R. Lewis (19th year), Stephen A. Tiffany (9th year), and Chul Park (10th year). 
The motion was approved. 
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(50-A3) LEAVE OF ABSENCE, FAMILY – Terry G. Shaffer read the names of those 
on voluntary leave of absence (family), according to ¶353.2b 3: Beth A. Cooper (3rd 
year). 
 
(50-A4) LEAVE OF ABSENCE, FAMILY (AFTER 5 YEARS) – Granted on motion 
by Terry G. Shaffer, according to ¶353.2a 3: Barbara A. Turpish (15th year) (effective 
7/1/2004). The motion was approved. 
 
(50-A5) LEAVE OF ABSENCE, VOLUNTARY, TRANSITIONAL – Granted on 
motion by Terry G. Shaffer, according to ¶353.2c: Brittany L. Gordon Wooten (FE) 
(7/1/2018-7/31/2018) and Joseph K. Samalenga (FE) (7/1/2019-6/30/2020). The motion 
was approved. 
 
(50-C) MATERNITY/PATERNITY LEAVE – Granted on motion by Terry G. Shaffer, 
according to ¶355: Benjamin Phipps (effective 10/12/2018-11/23/2018). The motion was 
approved. 
 
(50-D) RETURNED TO ACTIVE STATUS FROM VOLUNTARY LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE – Granted on motion by Terry G. Shaffer, according to ¶353.11: Samantha S. 
(Penwell) Corbin (PE) (effective 7/1/2019). The motion was approved. 
 
 (52) ACTIONS CONCERNING MEDICAL LEAVE OF MEMBERS – Continued 
medical leave granted by motion of Terry Shaffer, according to ¶356.1: Mark A. DeBaise 
(FE) 03/01/1996, Shawn L. Goodwin (FE) (without benefits) 5/1/2012, Debra Anne 
Groeger (FE) 2/1/1997, Connie B. Hoeke (FE) (without benefits) 7/1/2000, Austin P. 
Hornyak FE) (without benefits) 5/1/2012, Thomas J. Michalko (FE) 3/16/2007, Susan E. 
Sphar-Calhoun (FE) 11/23/2009, Pamela S. Armstrong (FE) 7/1/2017, Bruce K. Merritt 
(FE) 9/1/2017, David D. Ealy (FE) 5/1/2017, and Thomas W. Fodor (PL) 7/1/2019. 
 
(53) RETIREMENTS: DEACONS – Kelley Schanely shared that one deacon is 
retiring, [with Disciplinary reference], years of service, and (effective date): Deborah L. 
Hills, [¶357.2c], 10 years, (9/1/2018). 
 
(53) RETIREMENTS: ELDERS – Kelley Schanely read the names of elders who are 
retiring, [with Disciplinary reference], years of service, and (effective date): Penny S. 
Adams, [¶357.2d], 33 years, (7/1/2019); Thomas J. Barnicott, [¶357.2d], 32 years, 
(2/1/2019); R. Scott Berkley, [¶357.2c], 40 years, (7/1/2019); Donald P. Blinn Jr., 
[¶357.2b], 37 years, (7/1/2019), Thomas P. Bonomo, [¶357.1], 21 years, (7/1/2019); 
Linda L. Dinger, [¶357.2c ], 19 years, (7/1/2019); Gary K. Donaldson, [¶357.2c], 31 
years, (7/1/2019); Bruce A. Gascoine, [¶357.2b], 33 years, (7/1/2019); Floyd A. Hall, 
[¶357.2c], 30 years, (7/1/2019); Dennis J. Howard, [¶357.2c], 27 years, (7/1/2019); 
Richard P. Howe, [¶357.2c], 33 years, (7/1/2019); Raymond E. Lyon, [¶357.2c], 42 
years, (7/1/2019); David K. Means, [¶357.2d], 25 years, (8/1/2018); Wayne D. Meyer, 
[¶357.2c], 27 years, (7/1/2019); Michael A. Milinovich, [¶357.2d], 27 years, 
(12/31/2018); S. Bruce Mould, [¶357.2d], 17 years, (7/1/2019); Bradley K. Neel, 
[¶357.2b], 36 years, (7/1/2019); Ernest L, Perry, [¶357.2b], 18.5 years, (7/1/2019); Jay R. 
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Polowsky, [¶357.2b], 39 years, (7/1/2019); Jeffrey L. Popson, [¶357.2d], 39 years, 
(1/1/2019); and Keith L. Rieder, [¶357.2c], 44 years, (7/1/2019). 
 
(54) RETIREMENTS: ASSOCIATE MEMBERS – Kelley Shanley announced the 
names of associate members who are retiring, [with Disciplinary reference], years of 
service, and (effective date): Harold J. Dangel Jr., [¶357.1], 19 years, (7/1/2019); and 
Stanley D. Nixon, [¶357.2c], 15 years, (7/1/2019). 
  
(56) RETIREMENTS: LOCAL PASTORS – Kelley Shanley read the names of local 
pastors who are retiring,[with specific Disciplinary reference], years of service, and 
(effective date): according to ¶320.5 and ¶357: Bruce A. Anthony, [¶357.2c], 13 years, 
(7/1/2019); Janet L. Chiplis, [¶357.1], 1.5 years, [7/1/2019]; Ernie F. DeLuca, [¶357.2c], 
21 years, (7/1/2019); Emma L. Greene, [¶357.2c], 12 years, (7/1/2019); Edward B. 
Hanley, [¶357.1], 6.5 years, (7/1/2019); Kenneth E. Hughes, [¶357.2c], 10.5 years, 
(7/1/2019); Colbert E. Jones, [¶357.2c], 3 years, (7/1/2019); Nancy J. Lightcap, 
[¶357.2d], 5 years, (7/1/2019);  Samuel R. McClintock, [¶357.1], 7 years, (7/1/2019), 
Gary L. McGarvey, [¶357.2c], 2 years, (7/1/2015); Susan M. Pickering, [¶357.1], 15 
years, (7/1/2019); Janice E. Reynolds, [¶357.1], 7 years, (10/1/2018); Martin P. 
Reynolds, [¶357.1], 19 years, (7/1/2019); Gary L. Sheesley, [¶357.2b], 18 years, 
(7/1/2019); Edward F. Sutton Sr., [¶357.1], 5 years, (7/1/2019); Timothy R. Williams, 
[¶357.2c], 12 years, (7/1/2019); and Chandler D. Wolf, [¶357.2c], 18 years, (7/1/2019). 
 
YEARS OF EXPERIENCE – Kelley Schanely also reported that this year’s retirees 
have corporately accumulated a total of 870 years of years of pastoral service. 
 
PRAYER – A prayer for the retirees was offered by Earl Butterfield. 
 
(59) CERTIFIED IN SPECIALIZED MINISTRY – Terry G Shaffer explained that 
individuals who receive certification in specialized ministry are certified for a two year 
period, and then need recertified by the clergy session. This is the year we need to 
recertify these individuals in their ministries. On a motion from Terry G. Shaffer, the 
following are recertified for a two year period (name, specialized ministry): Patricia M. 
Nelson (Older Adult Ministries), Janet F. Lord (Music Ministry), Gary W. Jones (Youth 
and Camping and Camping & Retreat Ministries, Christian Education), and Deborah A. 
Dennick-Ream (Christian Education). 
 
(71) RETIREMENTS: DIACONAL MINISTERS – Terry G. Shaffer shared that our 
last diaconal minister is retiring, [with Disciplinary reference], years of service, and 
(effective date): Nancy T. Foltz, [¶357.1], 41 years, (7/1/2019). 
 
(72A) ELDERS SERVING LESS THAN FULL-TIME SERVICE – Approved on 
motion of Terry G. Shaffer according to ¶338.2, ¶342.2, and ¶1506: Willard C. Adkins, 
(AM), ¼ time, year 17; Sharon M. Hamley, (FE), ¾ time, year 11; J. Mark Hurst, (FE), ¾ 
time, year 6; Tina G. Keller, (FE), ¾ time, year 11; John R. Wilson, (FE), ¾ time, year 
26; Barbara J. Stoehr; (FE), ¾ time, year 4; Joni K. Williams, (AM), ¾ time, year 4; 
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Sheila R. Auer, (AM), ¾ time, year 4; Joel D. Peterson, (PE), ¾ time, year 2; and Carol 
H. Hickman, (AM), ¾ time, year 2. The motion was approved. 
 
DEACONS SERVING LESS THAN FULL-TIME SERVICE – Approved on motion 
by Terry G. Shaffer, according to ¶331.7: Nicole M. Crouch, (PD), ¾ time, year 2. The 
motion was approved. 
 
COMPREHENSIVE MOTION – Approved on motion of David Janz, members of the 
Clergy Session approved a comprehensive motion to receive and approve the report of 
the Board of Ministry, including approval of all matters contained in the report that had 
not been specifically voted upon. 
 
(17) APPROVAL OF CHARACTER OF CLERGY – Bishop Moore-Koikoi asked 
“Are all the clergy members of the conference blameless in their life and 
administration?” (¶¶604.4, 605.6). Pat Lennox, representing the cabinet, responded that 
all clergy were blameless and faithful. 
 
COMMENTS BY THE BISHOP – Bishop Moore-Koikoi shared her great joy of 
working with the ministries and ministers of The Western Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference. In the midst of the challenges our denomination is facing, she responded: 
“My heart breaks for our denomination as we struggle…” She went on to share some of 
the hope she sees for our Church as a denomination and for our conference: “I affirm and 
am convinced that God is not done with us yet! I affirm and am convinced that the grace 
and power of the Holy Spirit is still enough!” There is “enough grace and power in this 
room to figure this out. We CAN move forward together… We need EVERYONE in this 
room! And I am convinced there IS a way! … There’s just too much at stake! There are 
still people who need to know Jesus saves and is Lord!” 
 
CLOSING & RECESS – The closing was led by David Janz and Eric Park, co-
chairpersons of the Conference Board of Ministry. All joined together in the Covenant 
Prayer, followed by the hymn “Go To The World.” Bishop Moore-Koikoi closed the 
Clergy Session with a final blessing at 10:42 AM. 
 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
CALL TO ORDER -- Bishop Moore-Koikoi called the body to order at 1:04 PM. She 
welcomed the members and guests and led the body in prayer. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF FLOOR MANAGERS-- Bishop Moore-Koikoi introduced Bill 
Patrick and Kelly Smith, the floor managers for this year’s Annual Conference. 
 
WELCOME TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE – Alan Morrison, chair of the Conference 
Sessions Committee, highlighted logistical information and new changes for this year. 
Alan also led the body in remembering D-Day, 75 years ago today, a day when so many 
laid down their lives for others. 
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SETTING THE BAR OF THE CONFERENCE -- John Wilson, Conference Secretary, 
moved that the bar of the conference be set to include “those seated on this side of the 
security barrier.” The motion to set the bar was APPROVED. 
 
ELECTION OF TELLERS -- John Wilson, Conference Secretary, nominated tellers to 
serve during this year’s Annual Conference, as listed in the Daily Journal (page 647) with 
Mary Beth Rine and Cheryl Spengler as head tellers. The motion to elect tellers was 
APPROVED. 
 
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF AUDITORS -- Seth McClymonds moved the 
election of McCall, Scanlon & Tice be elected as auditors for 2020. The motion was 
APPROVED.  
 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA – Jude Urso, Agenda Coordinator moved for the 
setting of our published agenda as printed on pages 605-606 in the Daily Journal. The 
motion to adopt the agenda was APPROVED. 
 
REPORT OF THE SUB-COMMITTEE ON RULES -- Amy Bentz, Chancellor, 
announced that the rules committee has submitted two proposals that will be considered 
by legislative section 2.  
 
ELECTION OF CO-CHANCELLORS – On motion of John Wilson, Amy Bentz and 
Rebecca Brammel were elected as co-chancellors. The Bishop also announced that over 
the next year, Amy will be transitioning out, while Rebecca transitions more fully into the 
role of chancellor. 
 
WELCOME FROM GROVE CITY COLLEGE – Paul McNulty, President of Grove 
City College, enthusiastically welcomed the conference on behalf of the college.  
 
CHANGES TO CONFERENCE REPORTS – Alyce Weaver Dunn shared information 
about the way the various reports will be communicated to the Annual Conference during 
our sessions, including written, published reports in the pre-conference journal, displays 
in the [display room], and occasional video highlights. 
 
FIVE AREAS OF FOCUS – Alyce Weaver Dunn and Jessica Gamache highlighted 
ways that the Deeply Rooted, campaign helps contribute to each of the five areas of focus 
to which our annual conference has committed itself.  
 
CAMPING CAPITAL CAMPAIGN – Randy Sweet, on behalf of the Yough Cluster, 
presented a check from their combined Lenten Services, in the amount of $5,000 for the 
Deeply Rooted Camping Initiative. The Yough Cluster includes the West Newton, 
Herminie, Middletown, Madison, and Hilltop-Madison churches. 
 
CREATING NEW AND RENEWED CONGREGATIONS – A skit was presented 
highlighting the seed spreading skills of the common dandelion and relating it to the 
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Biblical concept of spreading seeds of the Gospel. As we seek to spread the seeds of the 
Gospel to the world around us, we need to be following the example of the dandelion 
seeds… be ready to go anywhere and everywhere we have a chance to s[read the news: 
through hands on ministries, traditional and electronic media, and even one on one, face 
to face encounters. 
 
THE STATE OF THE CHURCH – The annual report to the Annual Conference 
concerning the condition of the Church in Western Pennsylvania was delivered by Bishop 
Cynthia Moore-Koikoi. Building from Luke 5:1-11, the Bishop drew attention to the text 
where it says that Jesus told Peter to go to the deep water and cast out the nets. The 
Bishop challenged the body to “cast out into the deep” in the areas of our ministries as we 
answer the call of Christ to become fishers of people.  “Are you ready to go fishing?”  
 
RECESS – The Bishop dismissed the body to make their way to the various legislative 
sections as assigned in the Daily Journalt. 
 
 

EVENING SESSION 
 
ORDINATION AND COMMISSIONING SERVICE -- The conference gathered at 
7:00 PM for the Service of Word and Table for Commissioning of Provisional Members 
and Recognition of Associate Members. Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi preached a 
sermon entitled “WPA Chic: Dressed for Fishing” based on Luke 5:1-11. Commissioning 
as Provisional Elders were Caleb Thomas Fugate, Jillian Evelyn Jones, Hae Seon Lee, 
Beth Ann Meier, and Dylan Reed Parson. 
 Ordained as Deacons with Full Membership were Rebekkah Ruth Swineford 
Clapp, Anais Lura Hussian, and Sean Robert Lewis. 
 Ordained as Elders with Full Membership were James Terry Golla III, Hannah 
Marie Loughman, Keith T. McGarvey, John D. Mize, Christopher Drew Myers, and 
Thomas R. Scott. 
 Welcomed as a Full Member, with Recognition of Ordination, was Adam 
Joseph Stump. 
 The Conference recessed at 9:03 PM. 
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RS 701 FOUNDATION ARTICLES OF INCOPORATION AND BYLAWS 

61 – 0 - 0 

Whereas the Board of Directors of United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania 
has reviewed its bylaws and articles of incorporation and has determined there is a need to 
update and amend its bylaws and its articles of incorporation; found them to be lacking; 

Whereas the Foundation, operating as a supporting organization in connection with the 
Annual Conference has a direct supporting role regarding the Annual Conference and its 
local churches, agencies, and other organizations that share common bonds and convictions 
and respectfully requests and desires appropriate approval by the Annual Conference for 
the proposed bylaw and articles of incorporation amendments; 

Whereas the Board of Directors are concerned to meet all requirements of the Internal 
Revenue Code set for Section 509 (a)(3) iii to enable the Foundation to continue to operate 
and serve as a supporting organization of the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference as 
defined in the Internal Revenue Code Section 509 (a)(3) iii; 

Whereas the Foundation desires to continue to serve organizations that share common 
bonds and convictions with The United Methodist Church and that have historical 
connection to the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference; 

Whereas legal counsel of the Foundation and the Chancellor of the Annual Conference 
have reviewed the proposed bylaw and articles of incorporation amendments and have 
found the proposed bylaw and articles of incorporation to be in compliance with both civil 
and church guidelines; 

Whereas notice of the proposed bylaw amendments and articles of incorporation has been 
properly given to all required parties and all other requirements have been duly satisfied. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the United Methodist Foundation respectfully 
requests the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of The United Methodist Church to 
approve the proposed bylaws and article of incorporation effective immediately. 

Western Pennsylvania United Methodist Foundation 
Thomas Heisey, Board Chair 
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Articles of Incorporation 

ARTICLE I: NAME OF CORPORATION 

The name of the corporation is: UNITED METHODIST FOUNDATION OF WESTERN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

ARTICLE II: ADDRESS 

The post office address of the initial registered office of the corporation in this 
Commonwealth is 223 Fourth Avenue, Suite 707, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222. 

ARTICLE III: PURPOSES 

The purposes for which the corporation is to be formed are to receive, manage, invest, 
reinvest and distribute gifts, devises and bequests of property for such religious, 
educational, charitable or public purposes as the donor may specify or the Directors of the 
Corporation may designate in the absence of a direction from the donor; and to assist the 
Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, and 
organizations that share common bonds and convictions, and their constituents in 
obtaining, managing, investing, reinvesting and distributing such gifts, devises and 
bequests of property for such religious, educational, charitable, or public purposes as the 
donor may specify or, in the absence of such direction, as the Western Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church, and organizations that share common bonds 
and convictions, and their constituents may specify. 

The foregoing purposes are qualified by the following limitations: 

1. The corporation shall not have or exercise any power or authority nor engage in any 
activity that would prevent it from qualifying as a corporation described in Section 501 (c) 
(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, contributions to which are deductible for Federal income 
tax purposes. 

2. No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall consist of carrying on 
propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation; nor shall the corporation in 
any manner or to any extent participate or intervene in any political campaign on behalf of 
any candidate for public office; nor shall it engage in any transaction defined at the time as 
"prohibited" under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. 

3. An accumulation of past or current net income to carry out the purposes of the 
corporation shall not be unreasonable in amount or duration. 

4. The corporation shall never be operated for the primary purpose of carrying on a trade 
or business for profit. 

5. No compensation or payment shall ever be paid or made to any member, officer, director 
or organizer of the corporation, or to a substantial contributor to it, except as a reasonable 
allowance for actual expenditures or services actually made or rendered to or for it; and 
neither the whole nor any part or portion of the assets or net earnings, current or 
accumulated, of the corporation shall ever be distributed to or divided among any such 
persons; and, finally, neither the whole nor any part or portion of such assets or net earnings 
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shall ever be used for, accrue to or inure to the benefit of any member or private individual 
within the meaning of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

6. In the event of termination, dissolution or winding up of the corporation in any manner 
and for any reason whatsoever, the assets of the corporation remaining after paying its 
debts and liabilities shall be distributed to the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference 
of the United Methodist Church to be used exclusively for the religious, educational or 
charitable purposes of the Conference in such a manner as is in keeping with the provisions 
of Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code, in the absence of such Conference, 
such distribution to be determined by the Board of Directors of the Corporation or, in the 
absence of such a Board, by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the 
principal office of the corporation is then located and shall be distributed to a qualified 
charitable entity for religious, educational and charitable use. Any fund not owned by the 
corporation but held by the corporation for the benefit of another shall be distributed to the 
Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church and shall 
continue to be so held in a fiduciary capacity and if then in existence, such funds shall be 
distributed as shall be directed by the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the 
principal office of the corporation is then located. 

All references in this Article III to any provision of the Internal Revenue Code shall include 
such provision as it now exists or shall hereafter exist or as it may be amended, 
supplemented or superseded, as the case may be. 

ARTICLE IV: TERM 

The term of existence of the corporation is perpetual. 

ARTICLE V: INCORPORATORS 

Name   Address 

Roy C. Nichols 1420 Center Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
James L. Carraway 312 Nichols Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Cecil W. Kelley 36 Bryn Mawr Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15237 
Herbert L. Gwyer 435 Dickson Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15202 
Leon E. Hickman 700 Bower Hill, Pittsburgh, PA 15243 

ARTICLE VI: DIRECTORS 

The number of Directors shall be set forth in the By-Laws of the corporation. The 
incorporators above named are to act as Director until their successors have been elected 
and qualified in the manner provided by the applicable Acts of Assembly and any By-Laws 
that may be adopted pursuant thereto. 

ARTICLE VII: MEMBERSHIP 

The corporation is organized on a non-stock and non-profit basis. The sole member of the 
corporation shall be The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church. 
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Bylaws 

ARTICLE I: PURPOSES 

Section 1.1 – Purposes: The purposes of the United Methodist Foundation of Western 
Pennsylvania are set forth in Article III of the Articles of Incorporation of the Foundation 
as duly amended from time to time. 

Section 1.2 – Definitions 

1.2.1 Articles: The Articles of Incorporation of the Foundation. 

1.2.2 Board: The Board of Directors of the Foundation. 

1.2.3 Bylaws: The bylaws of the Foundation. 

1.2.4 Conference: The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, a conference as defined in Discipline. 

1.2.5 Discipline: The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church as 
amended from time to time and currently in effect. 

1.2.6 Foundation: The United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania, a 
duly organized and operating Pennsylvania not-for-profit corporation being 
exempt from Federal income tax pursuant to IRC Section 501(c)(3) and not being 
a private foundation as it is an organization described in IRC Section 509(a)(3) as 
a supporting organization to operate in connection with the Member. 

1.2.7 Funds: Gifts, bequests, devises, legacies, trusts and assets received by the 
Foundation for investment for the benefit of charitable causes. 

1.2.8 IRC: The Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as amended. 

1.2.9 Member: The Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United 
Methodist Church, a Pennsylvania not-for-profit corporation being exempt from 
Federal income tax pursuant to IRC Section 501(c)(3) and being duly organized 
exclusively for charitable, religious and educational purposes and operating in 
good standing as a publicly-supported charitable organization described in IRC 
Section 509(a)(1). 

1.2.10 Charitable Causes: The programs, intentions and missions of the United 
Methodist Church and organizations that share common bonds and convictions, 
and their constituents. 

ARTICLE II: OFFICES 

Section 2.1 – Registered Office: The registered office of the Foundation shall be Suite 
707, Seventh Floor, Benedum - Trees Building, 223 Fourth Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 15222, or at such other location as the Board may determine from time to 
time. The Foundation may have such other offices within the geographical limits of the 
Conference in Western Pennsylvania as the activities of the Foundation may require and 
as the Board may establish from time to time. 
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Section 2.2 – Records at Registered Offices 

2.2.1 Records to be kept: The Foundation shall keep at its registered office: (1) 
records of proceedings of all Member and Board meetings of the Foundation, (2) 
a member register listing the name and address of the Member, and (3) appropriate 
and complete records of the finances of the Foundation. 

2.2.2 Right of examination: The Member, the Member’s authorized 
representatives, as well as any member in good standing of the Board, shall have 
the right to examine the books and accounts of the Foundation, the Member 
register and the records of the proceedings of meetings of the Member and 
Foundation. Such designees or their authorized agent or attorney may examine 
such books and accounts at reasonable times during the Foundation’s regular 
business hours for any reasonable purpose. 

ARTICLE III - THE MEMBER 

Section 3.1 – The Member 

3.1.1 Sole Member: The Member shall be the sole member of the Foundation. 

3.1.2 Representation: The representatives duly authorized in writing may 
represent the interests of the Member. 

3.1.3 Limitation of Liability: The Member shall have no property rights in the 
assets of the Foundation, nor shall the Member be subject to membership dues, 
assessments or liabilities of the Foundation. 

Section 3.2 – Annual Meeting 

3.2.1 Annual Meeting: The Annual Meeting of the Foundation shall be held at a 
time and place as designated by the Board. The purpose of the Annual Meeting 
shall be to recommend Foundation directors to be elected by the Member to fill 
any vacancies or positions which may have been newly created, replace directors 
whose terms may have expired, to receive a report from the Chair or such other 
officer as he or she may designate concerning the work of the Foundation during 
the preceding year, and to transact such other business as may appropriately come 
before the meeting. 

3.2.2 Notice: Written notice of the Annual Meeting of the Foundation is required 
to be given to the Member not less than sixty (60) days prior to the date designated 
by the Board for such meeting. Such notice is to be given to the United Methodist 
Foundation Committee of the Member or any successor thereto designated by the 
Member in its by-laws to represent its interests in the Foundation. 

Section 3.3 – Special Meeting of the Member 

3.3.1 Special Meeting Call: A Special Meeting (“Special Meeting”) of the 
Member may be called at any time by written request directed to the Secretary of 
the Foundation by the Member, by the Chair or by a resolution duly adopted by 
the Board. 
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3.3.2 Notice: Upon receipt of such written request, It shall be the duty of the 
Secretary to fix the date, time and place of the Special Meeting not more than 
sixty (60) days after the receipt of the written request and to give written notice to 
the Member and Board, at least twenty (20) days prior to the date set for the 
Special Meeting. If the Secretary should fail or neglect to so fix the date, time and 
place of the Special Meeting or to give written notice thereof, the person or entity 
calling the Special Meeting may do so. 

Section 3.4 – Member Voting Rights and Quorum 

3.4.1 Voting: At any duly called meeting of the Member, the vote of the Member 
shall be conclusive and final. The Member or a duly authorized representative of 
the Member designated for that purpose in writing by the Member may cast a vote 
in person or by delivery of written consent to the Foundation. The presence of 
such duly authorized representative or delivery of the written consent to the 
Foundation shall constitute a quorum. 

3.4.2 In the absence of a quorum: In the absence of such a quorum, no Annual 
or Special Meeting shall be conducted. If an Annual or Special Meeting cannot 
be organized because of a lack of a quorum, the Chair of the Foundation or a duly 
authorized representative of the existing Board may submit a written request to 
the Member for a requested meeting of the Member at such reasonable time and 
place as the Chair or the Chair’s authorized representative may designate for the 
purpose of election of directors or such other designated Special Meeting purpose 
(“Requested Meeting”). At such Requested Meeting, the presence of the Member 
or the Member’s duly authorized representative in writing or delivery of a written 
consent to the Foundation shall constitute a quorum and business conducted shall 
constitute the action of the Member. Alternatively, in the absence of such a 
quorum, the duly authorized representative of the Board at such Requested 
Meeting shall automatically constitute a quorum, and the duly authorized 
representative of the Board shall be conclusively deemed to have the authority to 
act for and on behalf of the Member. 

ARTICLE IV - DIRECTORS 

Section 4.1 – Number and Qualifications: The business affairs of the Foundation shall 
be managed by a Board that shall consist of not less than fifteen (15) nor more than thirty 
(30) elected directors, as the Board may determine from time to time. The Member is 
authorized to appoint two (2) additional directors (“Appointed Directors”). One (1) of the 
appointed Director shall be the Treasurer of the Annual Conference. Each Appointed 
Director shall serve at the pleasure of the Member for such term or terms as the Member 
shall determine; and each Appointed Director shall have the right to vote. In addition to the 
number of directors set by the Board from time to time, the resident Bishop of the 
Conference and each person who has previously served as the Chair of the Foundation 
(“Life Director”) shall serve as a voting member of the Board. Each member of the Board 
shall be a natural person of full age and shall be a member of or affiliated with the 
Conference at the time of their election. 
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Section 4.2 – Authority of the Board of Directors 

4.2.1 Authority of the Board: The Board shall have power to manage and 
administer the affairs of the Foundation consistent with the laws of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, the Articles and these Bylaws. To this end, the 
Board may from time to time adopt such resolutions within such scope of 
authority with respect to the powers and duties of the respective officers, assistant 
officers and agents of the Foundation, and with respect to the conduct of the 
Foundation’s business as the Board may deem prudent and advisable. 

4.2.2 Contract Notice: The Board shall have no power whatever to obligate the 
Member, the Conference, the United Methodist Church, nor any United Methodist 
Agency, in regard to any contract, agreement, purchase order, or for any financial 
commitment of any kind created, undertaken, or assumed by the Foundation. All 
contracts or purchase orders in excess of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand 
($250,000) Dollars shall be in writing and shall include the following statement: 

"Contractor acknowledges that the United Methodist Foundation of Western 
Pennsylvania is a non-profit corporation related by a common religious heritage 
with the Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the United Methodist 
Church and that The United Methodist Foundation of Western Pennsylvania has 
no power or authority whatever to obligate The Western Pennsylvania Annual 
Conference of The United Methodist Church nor The United Methodist Church 
on any contract, agreement, purchase order, trust agreement, annuity, or 
description created, undertaken or assessed." 

Section 4.3 – Election and Term of Directors: An elected member of the Board shall be 
elected for a term of four (4) years. The terms of elected directors shall be staggered, so 
that approximately one-half (½) of the elected directors shall be elected every two years, 
in even-numbered years; provided, however, that the term of an Appointed Director shall 
be determined by the Member. The term of office of an elected director shall commence 
upon his or her election and shall continue throughout the term for which he or she shall 
have been elected and continue until terminated by the Member or the election of his or 
her successor. 

Section 4.4 – Nominations and Election 

4.4.1 Nominations: Except as is otherwise provided herein, the Member shall 
elect elected directors at the Annual Meeting upon nomination by the Board 
Development Committee. Any elected director shall be eligible to be re-
nominated and re-elected to successive terms so long as he or she has been 
favorably recommended by the Board Development Committee as a director 
whose participation and overall contribution has been beneficial to the mission of 
the Foundation. 

4.4.2 Composition of the Board: The Board Development Committee shall 
endeavor to nominate for election to the Board a balanced representation of 
gender, lay and clergy. 
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Section 4.5 – Vacancies in Offices and Removal of Directors 

4.5.1 Vacancies: If the Member should fail to elect a successor for a director 
whose term has expired, the remaining directors may fill such vacancy by an 
election to be effective until the next meeting of the Member. Vacancies in the 
Board, including but not limited to vacancies resulting from an increase in the 
number of elected directors, may be filled by a majority of the members of the 
Board, and each person so elected shall serve as a director until a successor is 
elected by the Member at the next meeting of the Member. 

4.5.2. Removal of Director 

4.5.2.1 By the Member: Any elected director may be removed from 
office without assigning any cause or reason by the vote of the Member 
at any duly called Member meeting. If the entire Board is removed, the 
Member must elect new directors at the same Member meeting. 

4.5.2.2 By the Board: The Board may declare vacant the position of a 
director if such director is declared of unsound mind or is convicted of a 
felony or of a crime of moral turpitude by the final judgment of any court 
of record having jurisdiction or for any other proper cause which these 
Bylaws may specify or if such elected director fails to attend Board 
meetings for a period of twelve (12) months or fails to fulfill such other 
requirements of qualification as these Bylaws may specify. 

Section 4.6 – Director Meetings 

4.6.1 Time and Place of Meeting 

4.6.1.1 Annual Organizational Meeting: The Board shall hold an 
annual organizational meeting prior to June 30, unless another date and 
time is selected for such meeting by resolution of the Board or Executive 
Committee. 

4.6.1.2 Regular Meeting: The Board may hold such other meetings 
from time to time, as may be scheduled by resolution of the Board or 
Executive Committee or as may be called by the Chair. The meetings of 
the Board shall be held at such locations as may be designated for that 
purpose by resolution of the Board or Executive Committee or as may 
be selected by the Chair and included in the notices of the pertinent 
meetings. 

4.6.2 Notices of Meetings: The Secretary shall send written notice of 
each meeting of the Board to all directors at least ten (10) days in 
advance. If a meeting is adjourned, notice of adjourned meetings or of 
the business to be transacted at it shall not be required, except for an 
announcement made at the meeting at which the adjournment is taken, 
and except as is otherwise provided in Article VIII, Section 8.1, of these 
Bylaws. 
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4.6.3 Quorum: One-third (1/3) of the directors in office shall be 
necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and the 
acts of a majority of the directors present at a meeting at which a quorum 
is present shall be the acts of the Board. 

Section 4.7 – Action by Written Consent: Any action which may be taken at a meeting 
of the Board may be taken without a meeting if the consent or consents in writing setting 
forth the action so taken shall be signed by two-thirds (2/3) of all directors entitled to vote 
and each signed consent shall be filed in the Foundation’s minutes and record by the 
Secretary of the Corporation. 

Section 4.8 – Committees 

4.8.1 Committees: 

4.8.1.1 The Executive Committee: The Board shall have an Executive 
Committee consisting of the following officers (not including the 
assistant officers) and the chair of the Standing Committees provided for 
in Section 4.8.1.2 below and such other persons, if any, as may be 
selected for that purpose by the Board from time to time. The Executive 
Committee shall act as a policy committee and shall have and may 
exercise all of the powers of the Board between meetings of the Board. 
The members of the Executive Committee shall be: the Chair, President, 
one or more Vice Chairs, Secretary, Treasurer, chairs of the Standing 
Committees, each Previous Chair and such other directors (if any) as 
may be selected for that purpose by the Board. 

4.8.1.2 Standing Committees: The Board also shall have the 
following standing committees, with such powers, duties and members 
as may be determined by the Board from time to time. 

4.8.1.2.1 Operations Committee: This committee will be 
responsible for developing and monitoring the annual operating 
budget of the Foundation and presenting it for approval. . It will 
receive the report of and be accountable to the Board for the 
work of the Audit Committee. It will provide oversight as 
necessary for issues related to Foundation operations not within 
the scope of other standing committees’ responsibilities. 

4.8.1.2.2 Audit Committee: This committee shall cause an 
annual independent financial audit to be conducted, and it shall 
cause to be instituted and shall monitor the necessary policies 
and procedures so as to provide for an adequate system of 
internal financial controls. The Audit Committee will be 
composed of at least three Foundation directors, at least half of 
whom shall possess financial skills relevant to oversight of the 
audit process. It shall be amenable to and shall report the 
findings of the audit to the Operations Committee for its review 
and action. The Audit Committee may report as it or the Board 
deems necessary directly to the Board of Directors. 
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4.8.1.2.3 Investment Committee: This committee will be 
responsible for recommending investment guidelines and 
monitoring the investment performance of the funds of the 
Foundation, aided by the professional investment advisor and 
the consultant, and make recommendations from time to time 
with respect to the administrative service fee, the distribution of 
income and investment gains. 

4.8.1.2.4 Program Committee: This committee will assume 
responsibility for guiding the staff of the Foundation in 
designing, promoting and implementing regional and 
Conference-wide stewardship programs in keeping with the 
mission of the Foundation. It will have responsibility for 
reviewing materials prepared to interpret the work of the 
Foundation to United Methodist Agencies. 

4.8.1.2.5 Organization Committee: This committee shall be 
responsible for the monitoring of compliance with the 
Pennsylvania not-for-profit corporation laws, rules and 
regulations; the periodic review and updating of the Bylaws; 
monitoring Foundation activities for compliance with the 
purposes set forth in the Articles; addressing issues dealing with 
the Foundation's tax-exempt status; preparation or review of 
organizational policy guidelines and functioning as an advisory 
committee at the request of the Board or the Foundation's Legal 
Counsel. 

4.8.1.2.6 Board Development Committee: This committee of 
the Foundation shall consist of not less than three (3) nor more 
than five (5) elected directors plus the Appointed Director from 
the Conference Board of Trustees. This committee will 
recommend nominees for the Officers of the Foundation at the 
annual organizational meeting of the Board. It will recommend 
to the Board the name of prospective Board members for 
interim appointments to fill any vacancies that may occur 
during the year. It will submit prospective names to the Board 
for consideration as nominees at the Annual Meeting of the 
Member. It will also evaluate, on an annual basis, the current 
directors as to their effectiveness. It will also recommend and 
conduct activities and programs to assist directors in 
understanding and fulfilling their fiduciary roles. 

4.8.1.2.7 Other Standing Committees: Such other standing 
committees, if any, as may be established by the Board from 
time to time. 

4.8.1.3 Task Committees: The Board, from time to time, may 
constitute other committees to accomplish recurring or ad hoc tasks, such 



672 2019 Western Pennsylvania Conference 

as Long Range Planning, Program Planning, Compensation, Grant-
making, and others as it may determine. 

4.8.1.4 Committee Composition: Subject to the provisions 
of Paragraph 4.8.1.1 and 4.8.1.2.5 above, the Chair will appoint 
all committee members and committee chairs. A quorum for the 
purposes of conducting committee business shall be one-third 
(1/3) of all appointed committee members. Each committee will 
keep the Board and Executive Committee fully informed of its 
business and decisions on a timely basis, including advance 
notice (with written reports where practicable) of recommended 
actions. 

ARTICLE V - OFFICERS 

Section 5.1 – Enumeration and Qualification: The Foundation shall have a Chair of the 
Board, a President, one or more Vice-Chairs, a Secretary and a Treasurer, and may have 
such other officers and assistant officers as the directors shall authorize from time to time. 
Only a director shall be eligible to serve as an officer or assistant officer. 

Section 5.2 – Election 

5.2.1 Annual Election of Officers: Each officer of the Foundation must be a 
director and all officers must be elected by the Board each year at the Annual 
Organizational Meeting of the Board to be held in accordance with Article IV, 
Section 4.6.1.1 above. 

5.2.2 Board Development Committee: Prior to the annual organization meeting 
of the Board, the Board Development Committee shall recommend a slate of 
officers for election by the Board at the annual organization meeting. Additional 
nominations may be made from the floor at the annual organization meeting. 

Section 5.3 – Term and Filling Vacancies: The officers shall be elected annually, for 
terms of (1) year, and shall be eligible for re-election. The Board shall have power to fill 
any vacancies in any office; provided however, that an officer elected to fill a vacancy shall 
hold office only for the balance of the term for which the prior incumbent was elected. 

Section 5.4 – Bond: The Board may secure the fidelity of any officer or officers by bond 
or otherwise, if it deems such action appropriate. 

Section 5.5 – Authority: All officers of the Foundation, as between themselves and the 
Foundation, shall have such authority and perform such duties in the management of the 
property and affairs of the Foundation as may be consistent with the Articles and these 
Bylaws or, in the absence of such controlling provisions, as may be detailed by resolution 
of the Board or as may be authorized by the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

Section 5.6 – The Chair: The Chair shall be an ex-officio member of all standing 
committees and shall preside at all meetings of the Board and Executive Committee. From 
time to time the Chair shall recommend to the Board such policies, programs, and other 
measures for carrying out the purposes of the Foundation in connection with the 
Conference or concerning the investment of Conference assets, as the Chair may consider 
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necessary or desirable. The Chair shall perform such other du-ties as may be assigned to 
the Chair from time to time by the Board. 

Section 5.7 – President: The President shall be the resident Bishop of the Conference. The 
President shall be welcome to attend all standing committee meetings. From time to time 
the President may recommend to the Board such policies, programs and other measures for 
carrying out the purposes of the Foundation, or concerning the Foundation’s assets and 
affairs, as the President may consider necessary or desirable. The President shall perform 
such other duties as may be assigned to the President from time to time by the Board, the 
Executive Committee, or the Chair. 

Section 5.8 – Vice Chairs: In the event of any absence or disability of the Chair, the duties 
thereof shall be performed by the Vice-Chair or the Second Vice-Chair, in that order. Those 
officers shall perform such other duties as may be assigned to them from time to time by 
the Board, the Executive Committee, or the Chair. 

Section 5.9 – Secretary 

5.9.1 Records: The Secretary shall attend the meetings of the Executive 
Committee and the Board and keep minutes thereof in a suitable minute book, 
which shall be kept at the registered office of the Foundation. The Secretary shall 
also maintain a Member register at the registered office of the Foundation. 

5.9.2 Recording Secretary: The Board may designate the full-time 
administrative secretary employed by the Foundation to be the recording secretary 
to assume the record keeping duties of the Secretary as mentioned in the preceding 
paragraph. 

5.9.3 Notice of Meetings: The Secretary shall send out notices of meetings as 
required by these Bylaws. 

5.9.4 Other Duties: The Secretary shall have custody of the corporate seal and 
shall perform the usual duties incident to the office of Secretary and such others 
as may be assigned from time to time by the Board or the Executive Committee. 

Section 5.10 – Treasure 

5.10.1 Books of Account: The Treasurer shall keep or cause to be kept accurate 
accounts of all monies received and payments made by the Foundation. One 
complete set of records shall be maintained at the registered office of the 
Foundation. The financial statements of the Foundation shall be audited annually 
by an independent certified public accountant engaged by the Board acting 
through its Operations Committee. 

5.10.2 Annual Report: The Treasurer shall present to the Member at the Annual 
Meeting and to the Board at the Annual Organizational Meeting, a report 
concerning the assets and income of the Foundation for the fiscal year most 
recently ended, the uses made of such property and the income therefrom, which 
report shall be in such detail as the Treasurer may consider appropriate or the 
Chair or the Board may require. 
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5.10.3 Other Duties: The Treasurer shall perform any other duties usually 
incident to the office of Treasurer as well as any other responsibility that may be 
assigned to the Treasurer from time to time by the Board or the Executive 
Committee. 

Section 5.11 – Other Officers and Assistant Officers: The Board may elect such other 
officers or assistant officers as it may from time to time deem appropriate and shall assign 
to each such officer, by appropriate resolution, the authority and responsibility delegated 
to such officer. Each assistant officer shall perform such duties as the Board may assign to 
such assistant officer or as may be delegated to such assistant officer by the officer to whom 
such assistant officer is an assistant; and, in the absence or disability of such officer, such 
assistant officer shall perform the duties of such officer. 

Section 5.12 – Previous Chairs: Recognizing the special value to the Foundation of the 
knowledge and experience gained by those who have served or will serve in office of Chair, 
all previous Chairs shall be Life Directors, effective immediately upon the expiration of 
the term for which that individual shall have been elected as a regular director. In addition 
to committee and other responsibilities as may be assigned from time to time by the Chair 
or the Board, all Life Directors shall be invited and urged to attend all meetings of the 
Board and Executive Committee and to participate in those meetings with all the rights and 
privileges of regular directors including the right to vote. 

Section 5.13 – Executive Director: The Board may employ an Executive Director as the 
Chief Executive Officer and to administer the day-to-day activities of the Foundation and 
to execute the policies, programs and other measures for carrying out the purposes of the 
Foundation and such other duties as may be assigned to the Executive Director from time 
to time by the Chair, Board, Executive Committee or other authorized officers. 

ARTICLE VI - INVESTMENTS 

Section 6.1 - Investment Policy: The Member shall maintain a close and continuous 
working relationship with and have a significant voice in the investment policy 
(“Investment Policy”) of the Foundation. The Foundation in connection with the Member 
shall establish general investment policies and procedures of the Foundation for the receipt, 
administration, investment and distribution of Funds, all to be in accordance with the 
Discipline. Investments may be managed by one or more investment advisor(s) selected by 
the Foundation. 

ARTICLE VII - INDEMNIFICATION 

Section 7.1 - Indemnification: The Foundation shall indemnify or reimburse each 
director, officer or employee acting within the scope of such employee’s employment 
(“Employee”) of the Foundation (and of any other corporation which he or she served at 
the request of the Foundation) against any and all liabilities and expenses that may be 
incurred by or imposed upon such person in connection with or resulting from any claim, 
action, suit or proceeding (whether brought by or in the right of the Foundation or such 
other corporation or otherwise), civil or criminal or in connection with an appeal relating 
thereto, in which he or she may become involved, as a party or otherwise, by reason of 
such person being or having been a director, officer or Employee of the Foundation or of 
such other corporation, or by reason of past or future action taken or not taken in her or his 



VII Legislation 675 

capacity as such director, officer or Employee, whether or not he or she continues to be 
such at the time such liability or expense is incurred, provided such person acted, in good 
faith, in what he or she believed to be the best interests of the Foundation or such other 
corporation, as the case may be, and with such care, including reasonable inquiry, skill and 
diligence, as a person of ordinary prudence would use under similar circumstances, and 
had no reasonable cause to believe that such covered individual’s conduct constituted self-
dealing, willful misconduct or recklessness, and, in addition in the case of any criminal 
action or proceeding, had no reasonable cause to believe that his or her conduct was 
unlawful. As used in this article, the terms "liability" and "expense" shall include, but not 
be limited to, counsel fees and disbursements and amounts of judgments, fines, or penalties 
against, and amounts paid in settlement by, a director, officer or Employee. The termination 
of any claim, action, suit, or proceeding, civil or criminal, by judgment, settlement (whether 
with or without court approval) or conviction or upon a plea of guilty or nolo contendere, 
or its equivalent, shall not create a presumption that a director, officer or Employee did not 
meet the standards of conduct set forth in the first sentence of this Article, except where 
there shall have been a judgment rendered specifically finding that the action or conduct of 
such director, officer or Employee constituted self-dealing, willful misconduct or 
recklessness. Any such director, officer or Employee referred to in this Article who has 
been wholly successful, on the merits or otherwise, with respect to any claim, action, suit 
or proceeding of the character described herein shall be entitled to indemnification as of 
right. Otherwise, the Foundation shall reimburse or indemnify such person only if the 
Board acting by a quorum consisting of directors who are not parties to (or have been 
wholly successful with respect to) such claim, action, suit, or proceeding, shall find that 
such person has met the standards set forth in the first sentence of this Article. Expenses 
incurred with respect to any such claim, action, suit, or proceeding may be advanced by 
the Foundation prior to the final disposition thereof upon receipt of an undertaking by or 
on behalf of the recipient to repay such amount if it shall ultimately be determined that 
such person is not entitled to indemnification under this Article. The rights of 
indemnification provided in this Article shall be in addition to any rights to which any 
person concerned may otherwise be entitled by contract or as a matter of law, and shall 
inure to the benefit of the heirs, executors and administrators of any such person. 

ARTICLE VIII - LIABILITY OF DIRECTORS 

Section 8.1 – Liability of Directors: A director of the Foundation shall not be personally 
liable for monetary damages as a result of any action taken or any failure to take action, 
unless the director has breached or failed to perform the duties of his or her office in 
accordance with the standard of care and justifiable reliance as set forth in 15 Pa. C.S.A. 
Section 5713, its amendments or any successor statutes in effect at the time of the breach 
or failure to perform, and the breach or failure to perform constitutes self-dealing, willful 
misconduct or recklessness; this exemption from liability shall not apply to the 
responsibility or liability of a director pursuant to any criminal statute or the liability of a 
director for the payment of taxes pursuant to local, state or federal law. 

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENT 

Section 9.1 – Procedure for Amendment: Unless otherwise stated herein, the Member 
must approve amendments to these Bylaws in writing. These Bylaws may be amended by 
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the Board without the prior written approval of the Member so long as such amendment 
does not relate to the number of directors, the composition of the Board, the term of office 
of directors, or the method or way in which directors are elected or selected, and so long 
as such amendment does not adversely affect the existing investment policy approved by 
the Member or the charitable purposes for which the Foundation has been established. 
However, any amendment by the Board is subject to veto by the Member. Any proposed 
amendment to these Bylaws must be published in the Pre-Conference Reports of the 
Conference, or by publication in the Daily Journal of the Conference at least one (1) week 
prior to a meeting of the Member. The failure of the Member to act to veto a proposed 
amendment shall be a deemed approval. Any amendment shall take effect immediately 
upon adjournment of the meeting of the Member following publication unless the 
amendment specifies a later effective date. The Board’s authority shall be exercised by a 
majority vote of the Board members who are present in person at any regular or Special 
Meeting duly convened after notice to the directors of that purpose. 

ARTICLE X - RELATED NON-PROFIT ENTITIES 

Section 10.1 Establishing Related Non-Profit Entities: The Board of the Foundation 
may, in its sole discretion, incorporate, organize and operate such other non-profit entities 
or organizations authorized by the non-profit corporation laws of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania as the Board may deem necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes of 
the Foundation, subject to the following conditions: 

10.1.1 Any such non-profit entity shall be incorporated, organized and operated 
by the Board consistent with these Bylaws and must be organized and operated in 
a manner that will not jeopardize the charitable tax-exempt status of the 
Foundation or the Conference. 

10.1.2  The stock of any such non-profit entity that is incorporated as a stock 
corporation shall be restricted on the face of any such stock certificate to provide 
that such stock can only be issued to and held by the Foundation. 

10.1.3 The sole member of any such non-profit entity that is incorporated as a 
non-stock entity shall be the Foundation. 

10.1.4 Upon dissolution of any such non-profit entity, all assets remaining shall 
be distributed in accordance with any directions of the donor, or in the absence of 
any directions or if there be no donor, to the Foundation. 

10.1.5 Such non-profit entity shall not incorporate, organize or establish any for-
profit business entity or, without the prior written consent of the Foundation, any 
other non-profit entity or organizations. 

ARTICLE XI - MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 11.1 – Signing Notes, Checks, Vouchers and similar documents: Unless 
otherwise provided by resolution of the Board, no note or other obligation, or endorsement 
or assignment thereof (except for collections) shall be made except jointly by (a) the Chair 
or Vice-Chair and (b) the Treasurer or an Assistant Treasurer or such other officer, assistant 
officer or agent as may be designated from time to time by resolution of the Board, which 
officers shall have the power in the name and on behalf of the Foundation to sign checks 
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or vouchers and to endorse or assign for collection checks or other instruments. The Board, 
acting through its Operations Committee, may from time to time designate those persons 
authorized to sign checks or vouchers on behalf of the Foundation, provided that two (2) 
signatures including one of an officer or assistant officer are required. 

Section 11.2 – Seal: The Foundation shall have a common seal, which shall contain an 
outer circle in the upper portion of which shall appear the words, "United Methodist 
Foundation" and in the lower portion of which shall appear, "Western Pennsylvania". 
Within such outer circle there shall be an inner circle in which there shall appear the words, 
"Corporate Seal" and below those words, the date of incorporation, "1970". 

Section 11.3 – Inclusive Language: In all instances where these Bylaws use the masculine 
or feminine gender it is intended to be inclusive language and to provide for either. 

Section 11.4 – Means by Delivering Written Notice: Except as otherwise provided 
herein, written notice must be provided by one of the following means: mail, telegraphing, 
tele copying or transmitting via facsimile, email or other forms of electronic 
communications to the address which has been provided to the Foundation by the 
individual or entity that is entitled to receive such notice. 

Section 11.5 – Meeting Participation by use of telephone or similar electronic device: 
Except as otherwise provided in these Bylaws, one or more persons may participate in a 
meeting of the Member or the Board by means of conference telephone or similar 
communications equipment by means of which all persons participating in the meeting can 
hear each other. Participation in a meeting pursuant to this section shall constitute presence 
in person at the meeting. 

Section 11.6 – Conflict of Interest: The Board shall adopt and maintain a policy with 
respect to disclosure and management of conflicts of interest involving directors, 
employees, and other 'interested' persons. 
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Consent Calendar 
Concurrence – Non-Concurrence -- Abstain 

 
Section 1 
P 11 Amend Paragraph on Abortion (161K)........................................................................ 401 

73 – 10 – 0 
• Page 401, line 1, change “RS 101” to “P11” 
• Page 401, line 46 after the word “unwilling” add the words “and unable” so it will read 

“unwilling and unable”. 
• Page 402, line 11 put a period after the word “practice”. Delete rest of line 11, all of 

lines 12, 13, and first two words of line 14.  Substitute the sentence “We propose that 
the baby be delivered so as to decrease the risk of further endangering the life of the 
mother, while preserving the life of the child.” 

• Page 403, line 7 delete “Chair, Human Life Task Force” 
• Page 403, line 8 delete “Chair, Commission on the Status and Role of Women” 
 
P 12 Opposition to Late Term Abortion ............................................................................... 403 

78 – 3 – 1 
• Page 403, line 36 after the words “General Conference” add “instruct the General 

Board of Church and Society to…” 
 
Section 2 
RS 201 Rule Change Equalization ....................................................................................... 405 

73 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 202 Rule Change Mailing Lists ...................................................................................... 405 

84– 0 – 0 
• Page 405, line 49, after “conference secretary” add “in writing” 
 
RS 203 Policy on Maternity or Paternity Leave .................................................................. 406 

104 – 2 – 0 
• Page 406, after line 28 add “WHEREAS the anticipated financial impact of such a 

program is estimated by the Conference Council on Finance and Administration to be 
$10,000 to $20,000 annually.” 

• Page 406, after line 42 add “BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the cost of this program 
shall be funded from the budget line item 6040, Short Term Incapacity Fund (see RS 
403 lines 28-45 on page 430 of the pre-conference journal).” 

• Page 406, before line 34 after “maternity/paternity leave” add “with full 
compensation” 

 
RS 204 Policy on Sexual Ethics ........................................................................................... 407 

70 – 0 – 0 
 
Section 3 
RS 301 Conference Evangelist Paul Morelli ....................................................................... 411 

98 – 0 – 1 
 
RS 302 Conference Evangelist Ken Wilson ........................................................................ 411 

102 – 0 – 0 
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RS 303 Conference Evangelist Christine Zimmerman ........................................................ 412 
100 – 0 – 0 

 
RS 304 General Evangelist John Zimmerman ..................................................................... 412 

95 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 305 Conference Evangelist Emeritus Luella Krieger .................................................... 413 

100 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 306 Base Compensation ................................................................................................. 413 

75 – 19 – 2 
• Page 414, line 2-11substitute the following: 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the minimum Base Cash compensation for 
Pastors serving full-time in the Western PA Conference for the year 2020 be increased 
by 1.5% to fulfill the requirements of General Board of Pension in relation to the 
Comprehensive Protection Plan for full-time Local Pastors. This shall be as follows: 

 Full Conference Member (FE and FD) ....................................... $42,803 
 Associate Conference Member (AM) ......................................... $41,491 
 Provisional Member (PE and PD) ............................................... $39,019 
 Full Time Local Pastor (FL) ....................................................... $38,441 

 
RS 307 Accountable Reimbursement .................................................................................. 414 

104 – 0 – 2 
 
RS 308 Clergy Housing Allowance ..................................................................................... 415 

105 – 0 – 1 
 
Section 4  
RS 402 Endowment & Other Income Disbursal Directives ................................................ 430 

62 – 0 – 2 
 
RS 403 Connectional Apportionment Formula ................................................................... 446 

60 – 3 – 1 
• Page 446, line 12, after the word “that” add  “the group determined that “an income-

based model is better aligned with the Biblical principle of tithing.” then add the word 
“Additionally,” to start a new sentence so that it will read “Additionally, a more 
simplified, income-based model…” 

 
Section 5 
RS 501 2019 Rental/Housing Allowance for Retired Clergy and/ Disabled Clergy .......... 447 

77 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 502 Clergy Retirement Security Program & Comprehensive Protection Plan ............. 448 

83 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 503 CRSP Future Liabilities & Benefit Reserve Fund .................................................. 450 

83 – 0 – 0 
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RS 504 2019 Comprehensive Benefit Funding Plan Summary .......................................... 450 
81 – 0 – 0 

• Editorial correction: Page 453, line 13 change $74,785,593 to be $74,875,953. 
 
Section 6 
RS 601 Disability Awareness Weekend (Feb) ..................................................................... 455 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 602 Golden Cross/Red Stocking Weekend (May/Dec) ................................................. 455 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 603 Rural Life Weekend (Aug) ...................................................................................... 456 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 604 Retired Clergy Weekend (Sept) .............................................................................. 456 

77 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 605 Christian Education Weekend (Sept) ...................................................................... 456 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 606 Camping Weekend (Oct) ......................................................................................... 457 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 607 Volunteers in Mission Recognition & Awareness Weekend (Oct) ........................ 457 

78 – 0 – 0 
 
RS 608 Youth Service Fund Weekend (Nov) ...................................................................... 458 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 609 Doorways to Hope at Home Weekend (Dec) ......................................................... 458 

78 – 0 – 3 
 
RS 610 Funding for WPAUMC Regional Ministries .......................................................... 459 

79 – 0 – 0 
 
Section 7 
RS 701 Foundation By-Laws ............................................................................................... 662 

61 – 0 – 0 
• Editorial Note: See entire text Foundation Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws on 

663. 
 
RS 702 Camp Allegheny Nominations ................................................................................ 463 

67 – 1 – 2 
 
RS 703 Healthy Village Learning Institute .......................................................................... 463 

69 – 1 – 0 
 
RS 705 Jumonville Nominations .......................................................................................... 463 

66 – 0 – 0 
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RS 706 Olmsted Manor Nominations .................................................................................. 464 
67 – 0 – 0 

 
RS 707 Wesley Woods Nominations ................................................................................... 464 

60 – 0 – 1 
• Page 464 remove line 15 through line 22. 
• Editorial Note: The Corporation elected a blank slate 
 
Section 8 
P 81 Legality of Bishops ....................................................................................................... 464 

82 – 2 – 2 
• Editorial corrections: Page 464, line 31 change “decision-make” to be “decision-

making” 
• Page 464, line 36 change “...privileges of our clergy of a right to trial...” ¶20 in the 

BOD does not have the “a” so it should read “…privileges of our clergy of right to 
trial…” 

• Editorial correction: Page 465, line 2 change “Council Relations Committee” to be 
“Conference Relations Committee” 

• Editorial correction: Page 465, line 3 change “Council Relations Committee” to be 
“Conference Relations Committee” 

 
P 82 Legality of Clergy ......................................................................................................... 465 

91 – 3 – 1 
• Editorial corrections: Page 465, line 19 change “decision-make” to be “decision-

making” 
• Page 465, line 24 change “...privileges of our clergy of a right to trial...” ¶20 in the 

BOD does not have the “a” so it should read “…privileges of our clergy of right to 
trial…” 

• Page 465, line 35 change “Council Relations Committee” to be “Conference Relations 
Committee” 

 
P 83 Remedial Action ........................................................................................................... 466 

81 – 1 – 1 
• Editorial correction: Page 467, line 3 change “my” to “may”. 
 
P 84 Suspension by Committee on Investigation ................................................................. 468 

65 – 7 – 7 
 
P 85 Request for Declaratory Decision ................................................................................ 469 

89 – 2 – 1 
• Editorial correction: Page 469, line 42 change “…to the meaning and application of…” 

per ¶2610 in the BOD the words “constitutionality” and “effect” inadvertently left out 
to be “to the constitutionality, meaning and application or effect of…” 

 
P 86 Term Elections for Bishops Worldwide ...................................................................... 471 

69 – 16 – 1 
 
  



682 2019 Western PA Conference 

Section 9 
RS 901 Gerrymandering ....................................................................................................... 472 

66 – 2 – 9 
• Page 473, line 21 change “SB22A1780” to “SB22A7149” 
• Page 474, line 10 delete “similar legislation has been” and insert Constitutional 

Amendments SB22 and HB22, and HB23 have been” 
• Page 474, line 26, add “Barry Lewis, Margaret Epps, Ron Wanless, Otis McAliley. 
 
P 92 Sexual Harassment ....................................................................................................... 474 

38 – 11 – 9 
• Page 474, line 28 Change RS 902 to P 92. 
• Page 475, line 1, add “WHEREAS Luke 8:46 states; “Someone touched me! And 

when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling, and falling down 
before him declared in the presence of all the people why she had touched him…And 
he said to her “Daughter…go in peace.” 

• Page 475, line 22 delete “new school safety legislation is being introduced” and insert 
“HB495, HR85, HB295 have been introduced” 

• Page 475, line 35 delete “new workplace safety legislation is being” and insert 
“HB504, HB755, HB392, HB849, HB1040, HB392, SB559, SB480, and HB1000 
have been” 

• Page 477, line 10 delete “Kelly Smith, Chair, Board of Church and Society” 
• Page 477, line 10 & 11, replace entire lines with “Wes Boots, David Keller, Barry 

Lewis, Margaret Epps, Otis McAliley, Ron Wanless, The Southwest PA Chapter of 
the National Organization for Women, Death by Incarceration (CADBI West)” 

 
RS 903 “Dark Money”.......................................................................................................... 477 

64 – 2 – 8 
• Page 477, line 19 replace all of line 19 with “WHEREAS Luke 12:3 says ‘What you 

have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in 
the ear of the inner rooms will be proclaimed from the roofs.’” 

• Page 478, line 13, add Barry Lewis, David Keller, Margaret Epps, Ron Wanless, 
Death by Incarceration (CADBI West) 

 
P 95 New Science ................................................................................................................. 480 

76 – 0 – 2 
• Page 480, after line 5 add “WHEREAS Deut. 19:15 states ‘One witness cannot 

establish any iniquity or sin against a person, whatever that person has done. A fact 
must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’” 
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P 96 Probation and Parole ..................................................................................................... 481 
74 – 0 – 3 

• Page 481, line 37 delete the following: starting with “They can also earn… through 
page 482 end of line 2. 

• Page 481, line 38, insert the following:  
“WHEREAS inmates can also earn a 3-6 month one time Educational Merit Credit 
for completing a degree. Credit Earning Possibilities 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a-tPZ-5reyA&t= . These credits are deducted 
from their early release date. https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/proposition57/docs/FAQ-Prop-
57-Credits-May-2018.pdf Inmates have limited access to the internet, so Educational 
Milestone Credits must either be correspondence courses or personal instruction 
within the SCI. This program incentivizes inmates to take responsibility for their own 
rehabilitation. 
WHEREAS 44 Pa.C.S Chapter 96 (Recidivism Risk Reduction Incentive—Statement 
of Policy) provides for 
1) “An individualized plan recommended by the Department that contains approved 
treatment and other approved programs designed to reduce recidivism risk of a 
specific prisoner.” 
2)“The Department of Corrections shall have authority to award credits earned for 
good behavior and approved rehabilitative or educational achievements.” 
3)“Pennsylvania does not have any program available for good time, nor earned time 
for state inmates.” 
WHEREAS Federal S.1074 - Restoring Education And Learning Act of 2019 would 
allow inmates access to Pell Grants to facilitate their education. 
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senatebill/1074 
WHEREAS SB501/502 (Justice Reinvestment Initiative) aka “JRI 1&2”, would 
enable inmate training and education to reduce recidivism and overcrowding. 

• Page 482, line 9 between the words “to” and “adopt” add “craft and” so it will read 
“to craft and adopt”. 

• Page 482, line 16 add “, add David Keller, Wes Boots, Barry Lewis, Margaret Epps, 
Ron Wanless, Death by Incarceration (CADBI West)” 

  

https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/proposition57/docs/FAQ-Prop-57-Credits-May-2018.pdf
https://www.cdcr.ca.gov/proposition57/docs/FAQ-Prop-57-Credits-May-2018.pdf
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Non-Consent Calendar 
Concurrence – Non-Concurrence -- Abstain 

Section 1  
 
P 13 Mutual Disaffiliation .................................................................................................... 404 

42 – 20 – 3 
 
Page 404 P 13 in its entirety is substituted with the following: 
 

P13 – Mutual Disaffiliation 
WHEREAS the people of God are called to treat one another with “compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience… and above all to be clothed in love” (Colossians 3:12-
14) 
WHEREAS General Conference 2019 voted by majority to implement the Modified 
Traditional Plan to maintain our current Book of Discipline’s language on homosexuality 
and to increase required strictures and accountability on issues relating to disobedience to 
our guidelines on homosexuality (http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/what-happened-and-
what-didnt-at-generalconference-2019). 
WHEREAS clergy and laity from across the connection have expressed their concern that 
the Modified Traditional Plan is morally unenforceable for the harm it inflicts upon our 
members 
from the LGBTQI community 
WHEREAS clergy and laity from across the connection have expressed concern that those 
who are in willful disobedience to the discernment of General Conference 2019, and 
current Book of Discipline inflict harm on those who are members of The United Methodist 
Church (https://goodnewsmag.org/2019/05/case-for-separate-paths/) 
WHEREAS the history of Methodism in North America has been one of many structural 
divisions from its outset that, in priority of the preservation of the Methodist movement 
over a Methodist institution, have led more to its growth as a movement even at the result 
of its divisions as an institution (Dr. Russel Richey: “Today’s United Methodism”: Finding 
a Way Forward: resource for witness, contextual leadership, and unity 42-44.) 
WHEREAS our movement’s founder, John Wesley, admitted that there are times when 
external unity cannot be preserved, yet despite that disunity we can still exercise a unity of 
love that spurs one another forward in “love and good works.” (John Wesley“Catholic 
Spirit”paragraph 4) 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that we, the Western PA Conference, petition the 
General Conference 2020 to begin the process of an amicable, fair and mutually agreed 
upon process of dissolution of The United Methodist Church. We ask the General 
Conference 2020 to direct the Connectional Table to create a task force of laity and clergy 
to prepare a process of structurally dividing the denomination into two or more unique 
expressions of Methodism which congregations and clergy could freely affiliate. Along 
with that process, we ask the task force to evaluate whether we can establish a theological 
vision from which we can continue to share ministries, general boards and agencies, and 
work for common goals as separate expressions of Methodism. The Connectional Table 
will present a full process of dissolution at the General Conference 2024. 
 
Section 4 
RS 401 Connectional Budget ............................................................................................... 416 

60 – 3 – 0 
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Section 6 
RS 611 Concerning the Living Wage .................................................................................. 459 

30 – 37 – 7 
• Page 460, line 15 change the word “will” to “are encouraged to” 
 
Section 9 
RS 904 Cashless Bail ............................................................................................................ 478 

37 – 28 – 6 
• Page 479, line 41, add: Barry Lewis, Phil Wilson, Margaret Epps, Otis McAliley, 

Ron Wanless, Death by Incarceration (CADBI West) 
 
 

 

 

 

ADDITIONAL CORRECTION TO THE REPORTS 

 

Correction to Report: COSROW Gender Salary Study 
Page 243. Table "Salary Distribution by Gender and Role (salary data from EZRA)" 
row: Female Associate Members 
Column: Highest Salary 
What is written: $3,700 
Correction: $37,000 
 
Same row 
Column: Average Salary 
What is written: $47,512 
Correction: $36,720 
 
Correction to Report: Leadership Recruitment & Nominations Team 
Page 630 Line 5, Add RON MOYER 
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