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THIRD DAY 
Saturday, June 8, 2019 

 
MORNING SESSION 

 
CONFERENCE BIBLE STUDY III -- Bishop Moore-Koikoi called the body to order 
at 8:00 AM, and re-introduced Bible study teacher, Dr. Yung Suk Kim. Dr. Kim returned 
again to Luke 5:1-11, looking today toward a new vocation through transformation and 
discipleship, or using Jesus’ words: that we would become “fishers of people.” 
 
ORDER - Bishop Moore-Koikoi called the body to order at 9:30 AM for the morning 
session. 
 
ADOPTION OF CONSENT CALENDAR - Kellie Wild, Secretarial Staff, announced 
that three petitions have been pulled from the consent calendar: P11 (page 678), P601 
(page 680), and P86 (page 681). Wild also clarified that P92 (page 682) was dealt with 
yesterday by the full conference. Wild moved for the adoption of the consent calendar as 
corrected. The motion was approved. 
 
ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES - Mark Goswick, Secretarial Staff, moved the 
adoption of the minutes for Thursday’s and Friday’s proceedings (Daily Journal pages 
653-691). The motion was approved. Goswick also moved that the Conference adopt in 
advance the minutes for the Saturday. The motion was approved. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: CONNELLSVILLE DISTRICT - Robert F. 
Zilhaver, Superintendent, asked all Connellsville District pastors to stand as he and 
Wanda Ross, District Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the district. Ross offered 
prayer for all the pastors of the Connellsville District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: GREENSBURG DISTRICT – Pat Nelson, 
Superintendent, asked all Greensburg District pastors to stand as she and Paul Huey, 
District Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the District. Huey offered prayer for 
all the pastors of the Greensburg District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: FRANKLIN DISTRICT – Jodie Smith, 
Superintendent, asked all Franklin District pastors to stand as she and Jean Ehrhart, 
District Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the District. Ross offered prayer for all 
the pastors of the Franklin District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: INDIANA DISTRICT – James Pond, 
Superintendent, asked all Indiana District pastors to stand as he and Jennifer Gordon, 
Director of Lay Servant Ministries, read the new appointments to the District. Gordon 
offered prayer for all the pastors of the Indiana District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: ERIE-MEADVILLE DISTRICT – Dennis 
Swineford, Superintendent, asked all Erie-Meadville District pastors to stand as he and 
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Gail Fees, District Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the District. Fees offered 
prayer for all the pastors of the Erie-Meadville District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: PITTSBURGH DISTRICT – Dawn Hand, 
Superintendent, asked all Pittsburgh pastors to stand as she and Shannon Shaffer, District 
Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the District. Shaffer offered prayer for all the 
pastors of the Pittsburgh District. 
 
READING OF APPOINTMENTS: BUTLER DISTRICT – Eric Park, 
Superintendent, asked all Butler District pastors to stand as he and Jerry Rectenwald, 
District Lay Leader, read the new appointments to the District. Rectenwald offered prayer 
for all the pastors of the Butler District. 
 
RESPONSE TO POINT OF ORDER - Rebecca Brammel, Co-chancellor, reported that 
in response to the point of order concerning rule 2.3.10.3, she read the Discipline, 
considered the matter in question, had consultation with others, and is of the conclusion 
that in the entire election process, we have followed the letter of the law.  
 
BISHOP’S RESPONSE – Bishop Moore-Koikoi responded to the chancellor’s opinion. 
The Bishop stated that "while we have followed our rules, I believe God is calling us to 
something deeper!" The Bishop also said she celebrated the balance of men and 
women among the elected delegates, as well as the election of the first Asian to 
General Conference from our conference, a deacon and one young adult. But she 
asked delegates to pray about those missing from the group as balloting continued. 
 
PRAYER – Michael Airgood asked for and was granted permission to offer a prayer for 
Bishop Moore-Koikoi.  
 
POINT OF ORDER – Scott Shaffer, appealed the previous ruling of the Chair, and 
reminded the body of the emphasis on inclusivity in Article IV of the Constitution (¶4). 
After prayer, the body voted and the Bishop’s decision was upheld. (731-187). 
 
CAMPING CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 4 – The fourth installment of the Camping Capital 
Campaign video presentation was presented. Sharon Hamley followed with a direct 
invitation for individuals to find a way to give and/or participate. 
 
PROMOTING ABUNDANT HEALTH - Dawn Krishart & Debbie Bates were invited 
to share with the body some of the work that is being done in Promoting Abundant 
Health. Parish Nursing was one of the ministries that they outlined with the body. 
Krishart introduced Jenn Marshall from the Connect Church in Blairsville. Marshall 
talked about her struggles with addiction and how Christ has been helping her overcome 
these addictions. She ended by introducing Trenton Marshall, her son and a youth page 
for this Annual Conference. 
  
LAITY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 1 – The first laity jurisdictional ballot elected 
two delegates to Jurisdictional Conference: William Patrick and Jerry Rectenwald. 
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CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 1 – The first clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in no elections. 
 
LAITY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 2 – The second laity jurisdictional ballot elected 
two delegates to Jurisdictional Conference: Alexander Hoffman and Sherry Meterko. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 2 – The second clergy jurisdictional ballot 
elected John Seth. 
 
POINT OF ORDER – Shannon Shaffer requested that election results posted. 
 
PERSONAL PRIVILEGE – Eric Hoeke asked that his name be removed from 
consideration as clergy vote on further jurisdictional ballots. 
 
 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
 
WPA UM MINISTERS CHORUS – The Western Pennsylvania United Methodist 
Ministers’ Chorus began the afternoon by singing “Lay His Body Down”, “What a 
Friend”, “Let All The People Say Amen”, and “Yes, My Jesus Loves Me.” 
 
MEMORIAL SERVICE - The Conference reconvened for the Memorial Service at 1:30 
PM. Dennis Swineford and Rebecca Clapp shared God’s word in a sermon entitled 
“What the Next Generation Saw” using 2 Kings 2:1-5 as the Scripture text. Tom 
Hallman, Conference Trustees Chair, and Jim Pond, Cabinet Secretary, led the 
congregation in the Litany of Discontinuance as the following churches are declared 
closed: Bradleytown, East Connellsville, Fayette City, Jollytown, Porter, Sportsburg, 
Starford, Wheatland-Farrell, Wilmore, and Wyano. 
 
Pam Gardner read the roll of the Honored Dead. Active Clergy: Donald Rudge, Patricia 
Fuller, and Linda Harrison. Retired Clergy: Howard Bright, Giard Sayre, John Spahr Sr., 
Harold Hinderliter, William Rautner, Jack Elder, Paul Sparrer, Harold Knappenberger, 
David Youngdahl, William Schneider Jr., Randall Headley, Victor Redfoot, Fredrick 
Vanderhoff, Mearl Henley, Audrey Sheerer, Perry Troutman, Samuel Dunning, James 
Martin, Rodney Craig Bennett, Robert Stultz, Thomas Blackburn, Gary Utz, Ronald 
Lindahl, and Dixie Welker. Clergy Spouses: Marva Livingston, Bonnie Critchlow, 
Marilyn Morris, Patricia Janacek, Carolyn Brown, Beverly Webb, Grace Halula, Jane 
Rulong, Lois Rippin, Lois Weible, Findley McConnell, Edith Rothwell, Sharron Philpott, 
Rose Acker, Dorothy Morris, and Carol Lilley. Laity: Betty Alwine, Doris Weaver, Faith 
Geer, Matthew Koehler. Other: Martin Boyd Hardy, Elaine Harris, Charles James Kutz, 
Nancy Brickner, Mary Ann McConnell, and Robert Zimmerman 
 
ORDER - Bishop Moore-Koikoi called the body to order at 3:01 for the afternoon 
session. 
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MOMENT OF PRIVILEGE – Bishop Moore-Koikoi introduced a representative from 
the AME Zion Church. He brought greetings to the conference. 
 
CONFERENCE FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION (CF&A) AND BOARD OF 
PENSIONS – Dara Sterling, chair of the Conference Board of Pensions, discussed ways 
that the Pension board has been able to try to reduce costs for pastoral health insurance 
costs for individual congregations. In working with UPMC, the Board of Pensions has 
been able to retool the ‘Take a Healthy Step’ program to make it easier and more helpful. 
This year’s “Wellness Champion” award was awarded to the Conference Center staff for 
their joint efforts at helping and encouraging each other in becoming even more healthy. 
Roger White, Conference Treasurer, Seth McClymonds, chair of CF&A gave a brief 
explanation and outline of the 2020 proposed budget. 
 
EPISCOPACY COMMITTEE – Karen Trask, representing the Episcopacy Committee, 
highlighted ways her committee is working with our Bishop and her family to strengthen 
and support their health, wellness, and ministry. 
 
CAMPING CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 5 – Jessica Gamache, WPA Camping 
Coordinator, accompanied by some of the cyclists planning to participate in this Fall’s 
Pittsburgh to Baltimore bicycle trip fundraiser, introduced the congregational portion of 
the Camping Capital Campaign. 
 
DISMANTLING RACISM – A dramatic conversation was presented by Scott 
Gallagher and Cynthia Hill describing and exposing ways that racism has worked its way 
into systems, organizations, and even churches, in conscious and even unconscious 
ways… and how we might begin to, or continue to, dismantle these areas… even in the 
ways we speak to, and about, others. 
 
CALL TO ACTION SURVEY – Dianne Glave, Coordinator of Diversity Development, 
WPA UMC, led the body in a survey of racial diversity and attitudes. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 3 – The third clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in no elections. 
 
LAITY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 3 – The third laity jurisdictional ballot resulted 
in no elections. 
 
RS401 FUNDING FOR MINISTRY FOR 2019 – Jim Kimmel, representing section 
four, moved concurrence of the petition on pages beginning on 416 and page 684 (60-3-
0). The motion for concurrence from the section was approved (624-31). 
 
NOMINATIONS – Larry Dunn and Alyce Weaver Dunn presented the nominations 
report. Larry Dunn reminded the body that the committee is always looking for people to 
fulfill the various responsibilities of the Annual Conference. 
 



IV Daily Proceedings 697 
 

LAITY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 4 – The fourth laity jurisdictional ballot resulted 
in no elections. 
 
LAITY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 5 – The fifth laity jurisdictional ballot resulted 
in two elections: Joseph Emigh and Kayla Schwanke. 
 
LAITY ALTERNATES – Following proper motion and second, and approval from the 
body, the next six people receiving the highest votes will be named as alternates. This 
action resulted in the election of the following laity alternates (in order): Andrew Chung, 
Denise-Nicole Stone, Peggy Ward, Diane Miller, Tracy Merrick, Jennifer Gordon, Brad 
Smith. Diane Miller immediately resigned. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 4 – The fourth clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in two elections: Eric Park and Randall Bain. 
 
OFFERING: BISHOP’S DISCRETIONARY FUND – The offering collected at 
Thursday night’s worship service totaled $4,969. The final collected amount will be 
higher when adding in the online donations.  
 
OFFERING: CAMPING CAMPAIGN – The offering collected for the Camping 
Campaign at Friday night’s worship service totaled $4,877. The final collected amount 
will be higher upon the completion of online donations. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 5 – The fifth clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in two elections: Renee Mikell and Laura Saffell. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 6 – The sixth clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in no elections. 
 
CLERGY JURISDICTIONAL BALLOT 7 – The seventh clergy jurisdictional ballot 
resulted in electing Joseph Stains as a delegate.  
 
CLERGY ALTERNATES – Following proper motion and second, and approval from 
the body, the next six people receiving the highest votes will be named as alternates. This 
action resulted in the election of the following clergy alternates (in order): William 
Meekins, Anais Husain, Amy Wagner, Sung Shik Chung, Timothy Goodman, and Bret 
Dinger 
 
FINAL WORSHIP – Following a brief recess, the youth caucus led the body in singing 
“New Wine.” Bishop Moore-Koikoi set the appointments for the coming conference 
year. She then invited the 2020 General and Jurisdictional delegation to gather in the 
front of the plenary room. She also invited the youth caucus to surround the delegation 
and lay hands upon their shoulders while she offered a prayer for strength and guidance 
as they prepare to go to General and Jurisdictional conferences. The body offered the 
Wesleyan Covenant prayer followed by the singing of “What a Friend.” The service 
ended with a Commitment to Christian Service. 
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P13 FOR DISSOLUTION – Steve Morse, on behalf of section 1, moved concurrence as 
amended on P13 (42-20-3). Following discussion and a failed motion to extend time, the 
petition was supported (191-176). 
 
MOTION -- Paul Ritchey moved that RS601, P11, and P86 be placed back on the 
consent calendar. Following discussion, the motion prevailed. 
 
COSROW MONITORING REPORT – Angel Rishell presented the COSROW report 
for this session of the Annual Conference. While there are continuing concerns for gender 
equality, race equality, age equality, and clergy/laity equality, the work of Commission 
on Status and Role of Women was to monitor to the progress. Rishell celebrated the 
diversity of the General and Jurisdictional Conference delegations. During this year’s 
session, there was almost a 50/50 ratio with female/male speakers. There was also about a 
50/50 ratio with laity/clergy speakers. However, only about 10% of all speakers were 
minorities. While there was good news to share, we are still working toward perfection.  
 
CLOSING COMMENTS – Bishop Moore-Koikoi extended her gratitude to Greg 
Spencer and section leaders, Becky Brammel, the prayer team, the tech team, the safety 
team, the secretarial staff, Padgett tech team, the agenda committee, the sessions 
committee, Sharon Gregory, and “all those who stayed until the very last minute.” 
 
ADJOURNMENT – At 6:46 pm, Bishop Moore-Koikoi declared this session of the 
Annual Conference to be adjourned. 
 


