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N THE BOOK The Anatomy of Peace, the
authors remind us that we have two inner disposition options or “ways of being” when we
encounter people.

The Genesis 2 story takes place in a cozy garden.
The name for God in the “creation from nothing”
story is simply God or “Elohim” in Hebrew while
the name for God in the “garden” story is “Lord
God” or “Yahweh Elohim.”

We can either have:
• A heart at war where we see others as objects
• A heart at peace where we see others as people

In the Genesis 1 story, God speaks His mighty
word for five days and creates the universe in all
of its goodness, everything from land and oceans
to plants and animals. God’s declaration of “good”
over the creation has more to do with creation’s
completeness than its moral quality. Then God
“saves the best for last” when humankind is created. In Genesis 1:27 (NLT), the storyteller writes:

This simple yet profound understanding of our
way of being can be seen throughout the pages
and stories of the Bible.

Value in Creation

So God created human beings in his own image.
In the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.

Our Bible has two creation stories, one cosmic
and grand in Genesis 1 and another local and
intimate in Genesis 2. The Genesis 1 story takes
place in the vast universe.
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The uniqueness of human beings from the rest
of the creation is described here as being made
“in the image of God.” Nothing else in all of the
creation is given this grace.

writer is overwhelmed not only by the grandiosity of the creation of moon and stars, but even
more so of human beings. Humans are crowned
“with glory and honor” by our Creator God.

These words about the unique and special nature
of God’s image being imprinted upon humanity
echo the psalm writer in Psalm 8:3-8 (NLT) who
sings of the glory God bestows on humankind:

The Genesis 2 creation story zooms into a garden
called Eden. Here the mighty Creator is less like
an all-powerful Designer and more like a meticulous potter or surgeon. God carefully gathers dust
from the garden floor, carefully shapes a human
figure and breathes God’s breath into the inanimate Adam. God’s breathe is “ruach” in the Hebrew. This word is often translated “spirit.” The life
of Adam comes from God. Later, the skilled surgeon God performs the first “splitting of the original Adam” and gives form and life to Eve.

When I look at the night sky and see the work of
your fingers—the moon and the stars you set in
place—what are mere mortals that you should
think about them, human beings that you should
care for them? Yet you made them only a little lower
than God and crowned them with glory and honor. You gave them charge of everything you made,
putting all things under their authority—the flocks
and the herds and all the wild animals, the birds
in the sky, the fish in the sea, and everything that
swims the ocean currents.

Both creation stories spell out the uniqueness
of humankind. Other creation stories from near
Eastern cultures tell stories of the gods creating
human beings from their excrement or as slaves to
perform duties of servitude. The Judeo-Christian
creation stories scream the supreme worth and

Pondering the good creation of God, the psalm
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value of human beings made in the image of God.
Both creation stories in the Hebrew bible describe
the purposefulness of humanity. A mission from
their Creator is given them. In Genesis 1, the man
and woman are told to “reign” over the creation
which speaks more of tending to it. (1:26, 28) In
Genesis 2, Adam and by inference Eve are commanded to “tend to and watch over” the garden.
(2:15)

lem to be solved not a person made in the image
of God and made with divine destiny to be loved.
But when by the grace of God and the power of
the Holy Spirit, we see people first and primarily
as sacred creations made in the very image of our
good and great Creator God and designed for consecrated purpose, we take them “out of the box.”
We cooperate with God in helping people claim
their God-given identity.

Genesis 3 introduces a surprising problem to the
narrative. Humans, made with intrinsic value in
the image of God and made for purposeful work
to tend and care for the creation, takes matters
into their own hands. There is something about
humans that resists boundaries created by God.
The God of creation puts limits on their freedom
when fruit from the tree in the center of the garden is prohibited. The tempter comes and lures
the man and the woman to violate their relationship with God. Sin enters the picture. Selfishness
and self-centeredness become a part of the human
condition as well.

Andy Stanley, author, speaker and Lead Pastor of
Northpoint Community Church has written and
said:
In the absence of information, we get to choose.
Will we fill the gap with suspicion or trust?
The outcome depends on which set of lenses
through which we are viewing people, the lens
of trust or suspicion. If I see others first and primarily as Genesis 3 sinful persons, then I will tend
to be suspicious of them. If instead, I first and
primarily see as Genesis 1 and 2 sacred persons,
then I will lean into trust and cooperation. How
we see and perceive people matters.

IN THE ABSENCE OF
INFORMATION, WE GET TO
CHOOSE. WILL WE FILL THE GAP
WITH SUSPICION OR TRUST?

Unnamed and Unnumbered

Go with me in the Old Testament back
to the 9th century BC. Saul is the king
of a new nation, Israel. He began with
such promise. Big, handsome and a bit
shy, but sadly soon Saul became petty
and insecure. Samuel, the man of God
in Israel heard from God that it was
time to find a new leader for the fledgling nation. A tap on the shoulder from
God sent him to a little town named Bethlehem to
the home of a man named Jesse. There God told
Samuel, he would find the next king.

- Andy Stanley
You see, how you look at and perceive people matters. The Genesis creation stories in chapters 1 and
2 and the fall story in chapter 3 give us a choice.
Will I first and foremost look at people through
the lens of creation or through the lens of the fall?
Put more simply and crudely, do I see people first
as sacred or first as sinners? This really matters.

Upon arrival, Jesse brought seven of his sons to
stand in front of the prophet. Eliab, Jesse’s oldest
stood before him and Samuel thought to himself,
“This must be the one,” but just then, God spoke
once more to Samuel.

When we see people first and primarily as sinners,
we “put them in the box.” They become a prob-

But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider
3

his appearance or his height, for I have rejected
him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance,
but the LORD looks at the heart.” (1 Samuel 16:7
NIV)

Spirit of God invites Christ-followers to recalibrate their vision like Samuel. We are invited to
be like God who “…does not look at the things
people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” Christians
should see people differently. God who sees us first
as made in His image and made for His purpose
wants to make this divine recalibration in us too.

The prophets vision was recalibrated by God. How
Samuel would see people was transformed with
this fresh revelation from God in what happened
next.

Paul: Saints & Sinners

All seven sons of Jesse were paraded before Samuel and each one was not the new King. Samuel
asked the father, “Do you have any other sons?” To
which, Jesse responded:

In many of Paul’s letters to those small missionary
outposts of the Kingdom of God that are called
churches, he continues the priority and pattern of
seeing the sacred before seeing the sinful. In Paul’s
letter to the Corinthians, Paul identifies himself
as the writer of the letter and then brings a greeting. In 1 Corinthians 1:2
(NRSV), Paul writes:

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered.
“He is tending the sheep.”
(1 Samuel 16:11b NIV)
David, the shepherd boy,
likely 10 or 11 years of age,
was presented to Samuel. God spoke to the man
of God, “This is the one.
Anoint him to be the king.”

To the church of God that is
in Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus,
called to be saints, together
with all those who in every
place call on the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours…

When Jesse responded to
Samuel’s question, “Do you
have any other sons?” Jesse
used a Hebrew word that
is translated “the youngest.” It’s the word “qaton”
that literally means “insignificant.” My dear friend and colleague, Rev. Kevin
Griffin was the first one I heard say that in this
story, David was unnumbered. Jesse didn’t even
present him to Samuel until Samuel asked him if
he had any other sons, but that David was also unnamed. His father did not say to Samuel, “Oh well,
there is the youngest boy David.” Instead, David’s
own father sadly said, “There is one more. He’s insignificant. All he does is tend sheep.”

Paul begins by establishing that his letter is to
“those who are sanctified
in Christ Jesus, called to be
the saints.” It is the language of holiness and wholeness in Christ. The Greek root word for “saints” in
this verse is the word “hagios.” This word is a word
that Paul uses extensively to describe the members
of these little house churches spread throughout
Asia Minor who are a part of this fledging movement of Jesus followers.
After this warm, heart at peace welcome, Paul
spends the next several chapters describing and
correcting their unholy behavior. Chapter upon
chapter, Paul names and corrects much of their
unholy behavior around issues like disunity, favoritism, misuse of communion and spiritual gifts. In

Sadly, we live in a world where it is so easy to see
people as insignificant. They are left to feel unnamed and unnumbered, but followers of Jesus
have been invited to see people differently. The
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essence, Paul begins by establishing their sacredness in Christ and then corrects their sinfulness.
But the order matters.

broken, wounded, guilty, lonely and outcasts of
Palestine in the first century. Matthew uses this
word to describe Jesus:

You could say that Paul begins by establishing their
positional realities as followers of Jesus. He wants
them to know that they are persons valued by God
and him as their spiritual father. And then corrects
their conditional realities as followers of Jesus. It is
important to note that he begins with sacredness,
especially since it is a pattern found in almost every
one of his letters to other churches and individuals.

Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom, and curing every disease and every sickness. When he saw the crowds,
he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.
(Matthew 9:35-36 NRSV)
The motivation for Jesus preaching, teaching and
healing ministry was a deep-seated compassion
for people. Jesus did not see people simply as projects to be completed but as people to be loved. His
motivation for ministry came from a deep place
that saw the intrinsic value and worth of people.

Jesus and Compassion
So, does Jesus continue this way of being and
having a heart at peace? One of my most favorite Greek words is the word “splagnizomai” that
is most often translated “compassion.” It’s a word
that literally means “moved from the guts or bowels.” Many scholars think that the Jews saw the
bowels as the center of love and pity. This word
is often used to describe how Jesus perceived the

COGPOW
Another of my ministry colleagues, Rev. Wes
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Olds introduced me to the concept “COGPOW.”
COGPOW stands for “child of God and person of
worth.” During a season of therapy with a counselor, Wes was introduced to this profound reality and
was challenged to accept and live in it for himself.
It profoundly reshaped his personal identity and
has helped him not put himself or others “in the
box” but instead to live with a heart at peace both
personally and professionally.
It seems to me that a starting place for all of us
in the United Methodist Church as we struggle
together about the extent of LGBTQ inclusion is to
claim this COGPOW reality for ourselves. Each of
us is a child of God and person of worth. This is our
Genesis 1 and 2 identity given to us by our Triune
God. Keeping ourselves “out of the box” is the starting point to keeping others “out of the box.”

JORGE ACEVEDO is the Lead Pastor
of Grace Church, a multi-site United Methodist
Congregation in Southwest Florida with five
campus. He is also a member of the Commission
of the Way Forward.

6

