Celebrating
The Retiring Class
of 2017

Congratulations,
Retiring Class!
In recognition of your years of faithful service, the Western
Pennsylvania Annual Conference celebrates the ministry of the
members of the Retiring Class of 2017. This booklet includes each
member’s photo and pastoral records, as
well as a ministry summary and words of
wisdom for newer clergy from those who
responded to an invitation to submit them.
The Annual Conference is grateful to all
the members of the Retiring Class of 2017
for time in ministry, a combined total of
665 years!
Retirement represents a new chapter in the
adventure of life. That chapter will have
twists and turns, high moments and low ebbs. But in the midst of it
all, our retiring members are still called by God to live out a ministry of grace and peace --wherever they go, whatever they do.
We wish them all the best as they embark on this next stage of the
journey. We pray that they will keep moving, stay fresh, and remain
open to God’s direction and call for their lives.
Our retirees are appreciated and loved for all that they have done as
active clergypersons. That appreciation and love will continue as
they explore what God has in store for them on the road that lies
ahead.
We offer best wishes as you retire from active ministry with us!

Mel Bendig

10 years of service
Conference Relations: Member of Another
Denomination; Hired by Superintendent/Supply
Pastor, October 1, 2005; Part Time Local Pastor
2006.
Appointments: Albion: Calvary October 1, 20052017.

My journey began in February 1980, when a business associate “stole” me away to a
church meeting. I listened to an evangelist that night and responded to the altar call. I
felt such an allegiance to that church that began attending and “drug” my family along.
(This was a Pentecostal church; my wife’s only church experience was Lutheran, thus the
dragging.)
Having Christ in my life changed my attitude and it wasn’t long before we moved from our
mobile home into to our first “real” home. A neighbor invited us to try the church he was
attending and we experienced something we did not have in the Pentecostal church, the
love of Christ. They couldn’t keep their arms from around us. This is what brought us to
the United Methodist Church.
After 12 years at Trinity UMC in Erie, our new pastor invited me to become the lay delegate to annual conference. I had no idea what this meant, but his gentle spirit told me this
was going to be a good thing; I had nothing to fear. By this time in my walk with Christ I
had become the chaplain for the camping club we had been a part of and was teaching
Sunday school
My first Annual Conference was a mountain top experience, much like what I experienced at Promise Keepers. When I watched the retiring class going across the stage
something inside stirred. I was a first time conference attender and I was envisioning
myself walking across the stage. I had no idea what it would take to be able to make that
walk, but I do now. It’s been a wonderful time serving my Lord, and if I would make any
changes to what has transpired in my ministry, I would have said “yes” sooner.

To those entering ministry:
Listen to the Holy Spirit. The Spirit leads us to the truth, the ultimate and only real truth.
There will be those around you who think they have the truth and many times their truth
will not jive with what the Holy Spirit is telling you. Don’t give in; the Spirit will give you a
way to appease those who want you to do things “their way.” The Spirit and the Word of
God will always be in agreement. Jump in with both feet, and listen to the Spirit.

Donald R. Brauer

31 years of service
Conference Relations: Hired by Superintendent/
Supply Pastor 1999; Certified 1999; Local Pastor’s
License 2000; Probationary Member 2003; Full
Member Elder 2006,
Appointments: Juneau Circuit: Juneau: Valley
Chapel/Rochester Mills/Rossiter: Calvary 19992009; Johnstown:Calvary 2009-2013; Turtle Creek:
McMasters August 1, 2013-2017.

In 1999 I was hired by Rev. John Ciampa, the Indiana District Superintendent, as the
supply pastor for the Juneau Charge. I served the Juneau Charge for 10 years.
During that time, I attended seminary and took the required preaching classes, but I am
especially thankful to Mr. Henry Kimball for showing me that there are alternative methods of verbal communication that are also highly effective.
The three churches of the Juneau Charge had some wonderful people who hungered to
grow in their faith during the years I served there, and much was accomplished.
In 2009, I was appointed to the Johnstown Calvary Church. It was the best of times; it
was the worst of times. One of my best of times memories was building a replica of the
Ark of the Covenant with the kids of the upper elementary grades. Together with the
dedicated laity, we built our Ark using the Bible as our guide. It was a wonderful learning
experience for all involved.
Another highlight at Johnstown Calvary was crashing a motorized sheep we built into the
communion rail. I’m not good with remote controlled devices! Thanks to Mr. Lawrence
Mondello for helping me to see children’s ministry in a new light.
I was appointed to McMasters: Turtle Creek in 2013. I am thankful for the people of McMasters and I hope that I have served them well these past four years. I regret that I was
not able to complete the dream of creating a life-sized statue of Lady Elaine Fairchilde
who, with open arms, would welcome visitors to Turtle Creek.
Thanks to my wife and children, and to John Ciampa, Deryl Larsen, and Al Kimmel for
believing in me, but especially to God the Father, Jesus Christ his Son, and Holy Spirit
my helper.
To those beginning their ministry journey: Do your best to present yourself to God as
one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly handles the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)

Emily A. Byrd

39 years of service

Conference Relations: Candidate 1977; Probationary Member 1978; Full Member 1981; Deacon 1978,
Nichols; Elder 1981.

Appointments: To Attend School 1978-1980; Meadville: Stone Associate 1980-1983; Noblestown/Federal
1983-1988; Manor: First 1988-1992; Sharon: Oakland
Avenue (3/4 Time) 1992-2001; Bellevue: Greenstone 2001-2003; Uniontown: Christ 2003-2005;
Uniontown: Christ/Fairchance: Trinity 2005-2006;
Johnstown: Homestead Avenue 2006-2011; Point
2011-2017.
Over the almost 40 years since I began this journey, my ministry and my life in general
have been a combination of hills and valleys and shadows and light. In the mist of all
this, God has been faithful and ever-present, loving and forgiving. For any that I may
have injured, I pray your forgiveness. I thank all those I have met—you are a part of
what I have become.
Finally, I give thanks to Jesus Christ, my first and eternal Lord and love.
To active women clergy: I pray that you do not experience as severe, rampant discrimination and prejudice that existed in previous years. Strive always to remain faithful to
your call from God.

Howard A. Greenfield II

41 years of service

Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1976; Probationary Member 1976; Full Member 1980; Deacon
1976; Elder 1980.
Appointments: To Attend School 1976-January 1,
1979; Monessen: First/Monessen: Grace 1978-1979;
Monessen January 1, 1979-May 1, 1982; New Alexandria/Luxor May 1, 1982-1985; New Castle: Wesley
1985-1991; Windber: Calvary 1991-1998; Sarver: Zion
1998-2011; Grove City: Grace 2011-2017.
Wow! This is amazing to be writing among the “Retiring Class of 2017”! I’d like to brag
about my accomplishments, but there weren’t that many! Positions, achievements and
appointments don’t adequately summarize my 41 years in ministry. Blessings have come
to me in simpler ways. I had to work at finding them, though, because I kept putting my
marbles in the wrong places!
Like in writing sermons, I finally learned to trust my own need and love for God’s Word
enough to just let the scriptures sink in, before going to the commentaries and online
helps. With the Bible, a second book kept revealing tested guidelines for organizing
ministry and avoiding pitfalls. Yes, the Book of Discipline! It sure came in handy when the
church was in an uproar!
And so, I pass on just one word to those beginning in ministry: Relationships! Keep
these three relationships fresh and inviting. One, keep Christ close! Don’t slowly lose
your dynamic, intimate relationship with Jesus. Two, keep nurturing your family with all
your heart. Don’t let the church become your “first love”. And three, share your heart with
a couple of trusted colleagues in ministry on a regular basis. Form a covenant group and
keep it!
What really lasts throughout all the churches we’ve served and the positions we’ve
held? How will I, or you, be remembered? I think it’s what we’ve given to the Kingdom of
Heaven on earth! Our relationships with Christ and each other allow the Kingdom to be
fully experienced.
I’ve been so blessed with such peace lately, as I bid “so long for now” to this ministry. I
know this peace is from Christ alone, even as I remain excited about Christ’s eternal new
plans for our shared lives in the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United
Methodist Church!
Amen and Blessings Always!

Beverly M. Gross

18 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified 1998; Licensed 1999;
Student Local Pastor 1999; Probationary
Member 2002; Commissioned 2002; Probationary
Elder 2003; Full Member, Elder 2005.
Appointments: Pittsburgh: Walton 1999-2001; Stanton Heights 2001-2002; Rosedale 2002-2004; Valencia
2004-2007; Claysville: First 2007-2010; Connellsville:
Albright 2010-2012; Youngwood: Saint Paul 20122014; Youngwood: Saint Paul/Pleasant Unity 20142017.

As a United Methodist since birth, I have served in ministry in some capacity all of my
life. I finally answered God’s call into pulpit ministry at the Annual Conference in 1999.
It was the beginning of the most incredible 18 years that I ever dreamed possible, and
it would have been impossible without God’s faithfulness, the great leadership of district
superintendents, bishops, mentors and colleagues, and the awesome support of family
and friends.
I have been extremely blessed to have served eight loving churches and beautiful communities. I was involved in six different ministeriums where I developed lifelong cherished
friendships with colleagues of many different faiths and beliefs.
Many passions evolved over the years including: Creative worship, Christian drama,
Vacation Bible School programs, intense Bible studies, mountaintop retreats and so
many others. Over the years my favorite passions have been teaching Confirmation and
leading Discovery Camp. Through Confirmation classes I have taught more than 90 high
energy, Christ-seeking youth on their journey of faith. Over the years as the Dean of Discovery Camp at Jumonville, I saw mentally challenged adults build stronger relationships
with the Lord and one another.
There are not enough words to express the gratitude and love in my heart for the ministry
I was given in The United Methodist Church, Western Pennsylvania Conference. I thank
God and all of you for the many blessings!
To those starting out in ministry: The one thing I would say is to Love; Love God, Love
your family, Love your congregations, and Love the ministry you do with All Your Heart!
That love will return in a multitude of blessings

Alfred H. Kimmel

22 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified 1989; Licensed 1990;
Student Local Pastor 1990; Probationary Member,
Commissioned 2002; Full Member, Elder 2005.
Appointments: Mount Union 1990-1993; Mount
Union/Mudlic 1993-1994; Mount Union 1994-1995;
Marchand Charge: Marchand/North Point/Sportsburg
1995-1998; North Carolina Conference: Sanford District:Asbury/Bethlehem Charge 1998-2002; Western
PA: Pleasantville 2002-2005; Punxsutawney: Crosstown Ministries: Burketts Hollow/Oliveburg: Mount
Tabor/Punxsutawney: Grace/Punxsutawney: Woodland Avenue 2005-2006; Punxsutawney Crosstown
Ministries: Punxsutawney: Grace/Punxsutawney:
Woodland Avenue/Oliveburg: Mount Tabor 20062013; Punxsutawney Crosstown Ministries: Barton
Chapel/Punxsutawney: Grace/Punxsutawney:Woodland Avenue/Oliveburg: Mount Tabor 2013-2014;
Herminie/West Newton: First 2014-2017.

I have served single, dual and three-point charges as I attempted as best I could to serve
the Kingdom of God.
With the exception of getting to know my Savior better along the way, the best part of
ministry has been interacting with Kingdom people all along the way. Perhaps we didn’t
always agree, but we always loved Jesus and each other.
To those whose ministry journey is beginning: Remember the Jesus you know and
cling tightly to His truth.

Bonnie Tyack Friend King

21 years of service

Conference Relations: Certified 1996; Licensed to
Preach 1997; Renewed 1999; Student Local Pastor
1997; Probationary Member, Commissioned 2000;
Licensed 2004; Full Member, Elder 2005; Incapacity
Leave 2006; Medical Leave 2013.
Appointments: Brownsville: First/Brownsville: South/
West Bend Associate February 1, 1997-2000; New
Florence 2000-2003; Oil City: Bethel/Oak Hill/Reno
2003-2006; Incapacity Leave 2006-2013; Medical
Leave 2013-2017.
To those beginning their ministry journey: Remember how much Jesus loves you.

John V. King

33 years of service

Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1973; Probationary Member 1974; Full Member 1978; Deacon
1974; Elder 1978; Full Time Local Pastor 1994; Readmission 1996; Medical Leave May 1, 2015.
Appointments: Titusville: Bethel/White Oak April
1973-September 1, 1973; To Attend School 1974-1977;
West Ohio: Felicity/Chilo/Lakin Chapel September
1, 1973-1975; West Ohio: Mowreystown/Buford
1975-1977; Western PA: Cherry Tree Larger Parish:
Westover: Grace/East Ridge-Harmony/Five Points/
Mount Joy/Cherry Tree: Uniontown (Indiana County)/Bowdertown 1977-Nov. 15, 1979; McKeesport:
West Side/Glassport Nov. 15, 1979-Dec. 15, 1980;
Clintonville: Grace/Rankin Chapel/Peters Chapel Dec.
15, 1980-1983; Leave of Absence August 23, 1983;
Knoxdale/Ramsaytown 1994-Feb. 1, 1995; Knoxdale/
Ramsaytown/Coolspring Feb. 1, 1995-Feb. 1, 1997;
Brownsville: First/Brownsville: South/West Bend
February 1, 1997-2000; Seward 2000-2003; Franklin:
Sugar Creek/Lupher Chapel 2003-2006; Franklin:
Sugar Creek/Lupher Chapel/Oak Hill/Reno
2006-2010; Fredonia/Big Bend 2010-2014; Clymer
Charge: Clymer: First/Diamondville/ Starford/ Tanoma Associate 2014-2015; Medical Leave 2015-2017.

To those beginning their ministry journey: Remember to take time to pray.

Penelope F. Lyon

12 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified 1998; Local Pastor’s
License 1998; Probationary Member, Commissioned
2003; Full Member, Deacon 2006; Full Time Local
Pastor Feb. 18, 2009; Elder 2011.
Appointments: Family Therapist: Samaritan Counseling Center, Sewickley (Secondary Appointment
Wexford: Salem) Deacon 2003-2007; Family Therapist:
Samaritan Counseling Center, Sewickley/Hot Metal
Bridge Deacon/Associate 2007-2009; Family Therapist:
Samaritan Counseling Center, Sewickley/Hot Metal
Bridge (FL) Associate Feb. 18, 2009-2011; Family
Therapist: Samaritan Counseling Center 2011-2014;
Transitional Leave 2014-March 31, 2016; Hot Metal
Bridge: Faith Community April 1, 2016-17.

Many in ordained ministry have experienced that finding one’s self on the journey to ordination can be a shocking experience, one in which you wonder how you will be equipped
and just what God was thinking anyway. I was not one who pursued ordination, but found
ordination pursuing me. Augustine’s “Our souls are restless until they find rest in God”
was my story.
Being authorized to take sabbatical for a family therapy certification program for my
school social worker career allowed me to also take seminary classes. This turned into
a decision to complete a Master of Divinity degree (who knew I could actually pass
Hebrew?).
No longer able to tolerate working in an environment forbidding the use of one’s faith as
a resource for transformation, I left the school district, not knowing if there would be any
call of faith-based therapy. This was the beginning of turning my life over to God. A fellow
seminarian referred me to Samaritan Counseling Center where I found many people
seeking faith-based counseling and appreciating the power of prayer to conquer life
problems. This was an ideal ministry for a deacon and supplied my early acceptance of
ordination on the deacon track.
That worked just fine until Jim Walker and Jeff Eddings planted Hot Metal Bridge Faith
Community on the South side and requested I come there to help with counseling. The
climax of every worship experience was communion. Jim and Jeff were giving seminars
all over the country on church planting, so to be able to cover worship in their absence,
one needed to be an elder with the ability to consecrate the elements.
I have learned that God gets you where God want you to be despite your resistance,
so you might as well surrender humbly and totally to God’s plan for your ministry. Most
important is to worship and trust God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and
God will take care of the all the rest.

Joseph P. Martin Jr.

40 years of service

Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1976; Probationary Member, Deacon 1976; Full Member, Elder
1980.
Appointments: To Attend School 1976-1979; Braeburn 1976-1977; Bairdford 1977-1984; Cooperstown/
Franklin: Bethel/Bradleytown 1984-2017.

As I close on over 40 years of active ministry, I have been asked “what one thing” I would
say to those just beginning the journey of ministry. That one thing is this: our complete
journey begins and ends and is led all the way through by the Word of God. Thy word is
a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path (Psalm 119:105).
Those words are more than just a sweet little song in our United Methodist hymnal, they
are the words by which we should live, move and have our being, especially as one
called to lead others in the way of the LORD. The Bible, for those entrusted with teaching
it and leading others by its light and eternal truth, must never yield its authority to the
moral strictures of a culture that pull at the very threads of the Christian faith and lead us
down the path to crisis, not Christ.
I find it interesting that my retirement year falls on the 500th anniversary of the Protestant
Reformation, the event that reshaped Christian history and brought again the light of
God’s eternal Word back into focus for the Church and a culture lost in the darkness of
spiritual confusion where intellectualism, scientism, and skepticism ruled the day and
made void the spiritual truths, once delivered, and corrupted the Church itself. It looks as
though those times have returned.
For those now beginning this journey, I would remind you of the very words of Jesus
himself: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words shall never pass away.” The
Bible should be your only guide, not the shifting currents of political correctness, or those
who listen for a “voice” when they already have the verse. Anything else simply leads to
spiritual and ecclesiastical suicide.
Sermo tuus veritas est Domine. (Thy Word is truth, O Lord.)

R. Max Miller

22 years of service
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1994, Part
Time Local Pastor, 1994; Leave of Absence 1998-August 1, 1999; Licensed 1999; FullTime Local Pastor
2006.
Appointments: Spartansburg 1994-Sept. 1, 1995;
State Line Sept. 1, 1995-July 8, 1998; Leave of Absence
1998-Aug. 1, 1999; Hydetown/Tryonville Aug. 1,
1999-2001; Mill Village/Miller’s Station 2001-2005;
Bradford Area Parish: Bradford: Asbury/Custer City/
Rew/West Branch 2005-2013; Bentleyville/Houston
2013-2014; UM Community Churches: Beallsville/
Mount Zion/Marianna/ Centerville/Taylor 20142017.

My one piece of advice to those beginning their ministry journey: Always look for a way to say yes...and your yes will be filled
with grace. But when your answer is no, have no guilt in your heart.

Kenneth J. Peters

39 years of service
Conference Relations: Probationary Member, Deacon 1978; Full Member, Elder 1983; Incapacity Leave
January 31, 2007; Medical Leave 2013.
Appointments: To Attend School 1978-1980; South
Heights: Shannopin/Glenwillard October 1979-1982;
Monessen1982-1985; Monessen/Webster 1985-1988;
Bentleyville 1988-1994; West View 1994-2003; Franklin: Christ 2003-December 31, 2006; Incapacity Leave
January 31, 2007-2013; Medical Leave 2013-2017.

I was more fortunate than many in the ministry. My father, Rev. Howard F. Peter, was
a faithful servant of God and the UMC. I learned much from observing him. He taught
me many things. First, to be sure it is a call and not a job. Second, be open to God’s
presence in your life and the congregations you serve. Third, family is a great source of
strength and comfort as was my mom.
I received my call while serving the Army in Korea. I admittedly joined in an effort to avoid
serving. The task was more than I could handle. God had infinite patience. In time my
spirit opened up to let the Lord unburden my soul. The pathway to the ministry quickly
beckoned. I knew this was God’s plan for my life.
Seminary became my focus. Yet, the Lord wanted more. While in school, I was appointed
to the South Heights and Glenwillard Charge. A couple of years later, it was on to Monessen and additionally Webster. That was followed by Bentleyville, West View and finally,
Christ UMC in Franklin, PA.
In Monessen I was blessed by finding the gift to my work and my life in my wife Carole.
Over time our children, Tiffany and Shawn, added to God’s benevolence. Without them
my work would have been very difficult. They each contributed greatly during my ministry.
Carole, did everything from being my sounding board, teaching VBS, UMYF, to even running a television ministry in Franklin. Tiffany used her skills in sign language and theater,
while Shawn played baritone and trombone in our music ministry.
Each congregation taught me along the path. I am grateful for their love. Though retiring,
the journey continues as God allows. It is an honor to serve. Dad was right.
To those beginning ministry: In preaching it must be loud and clear enough to be
heard. And it must be worth listening to.

Craig W. Peterson

30 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified 1987; Licensed to
Preach 1987; Supply Pastor 1987; Probationary Member, Deacon 1994; Full Member, Elder 1996.
Appointments: Meade Chapel/Port Barnett 19871991; West Ohio: Wren 1991-1994; Western PA:
Springfield Charge: Normalville/Pleasant Hill 19941998; Emerickville 1998-2002; Townville/Troy Center
2002-2006; Allegheny River Charge: Ford Memorial/
Kittanning: Union Avenue/Manorville/Rogers Chapel
2006-2011; East Brady/Sligo 2011-2017.

My service to the Lord has taken me and my family to many wonderful places in 30
years. I started in Brookville at two churches. I then went to Wren, Ohio where I served
one church and received my seminary education at United Seminary. We then moved
back to Pennsylvania to Normalville and served two churches there. From there we went
to Ford City serving four churches. From there we ended our ministry at East Brady
where we have served two churches.
Each church had its own uniqueness and ministry needs. All seven charges that I served
went through a building project while I served there. Bible studies have always been
a great addition to Sunday Worship services. There were mission projects that were
pushed and new ones taken on by the churches.
My wife Kathy has always been a very great partner as we walked through our years
of ministry. She cared for and taught our children well. During my years of schooling I
was away from home a lot, and when not at school, I was out visiting or caring for other
ministry needs. She held us together. I could not have completed these 30 years without
her and my children, Becky and Jack.
I believe that God still has work for me and Kathy to do. My prayer to God is for a period
of rest and renewal for myself and family, so that I may reflect on where I have been and
where God may be leading me in the future. We will seek to make more family time with
our extend family. Our plans include: fishing, wood working, traveling, relaxing, and loving
God more fully as well as life.
As I reflect on where active ministry has taken me, the one thing can I say to those who
are just beginning:Trust and Obey Always! AND be flexible!

Cynthia K. Schneider

11 years of service

Conference Relations: Certified 2002; Renewed 2004;
Probationary Member 2005; Full Member, Elder 2008.
Appointments: Martha’s Kitchen, Washington, D.C.
2005-2006; Blooming Valley/Townville/Troy Center
2006-2008; Bethel Park: Christ Associate 2008-2017.

My ministry has been quite the journey of meeting and ministering to thousands of people. My understanding of Christ’s greatest commandment in Mark has been edified for
years: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your
mind and with all your strength…. Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Loving the other has always been a true blessing through this life journey of ministry.
From working with parishioners, the homeless and those on the street in Washington,
D.C. , those afflicted with AIDS and the orphans in South Africa, in the rural areas of
northern Pennsylvania, in the greater Pittsburgh area and particularly in numerous ways
in the South Hills, and now in a new community in Florida, the common denominator in
all is that folks just love the Lord and want to be loved in return in their journey of life.
This has been and will continue to be the core of my ministry. It was as a lay person
working for decades in my home church and simply transferred into my vocational ministry over the past 16 years.
God wants us to be in community with each other, whether within or outside the church
walls.
And so, it has been quite the journey sharing the love of Christ with those from all walks
of life. The Spirit continues to be present and leading me, for which I will be eternally
grateful.
To those beginning ministry:
Remember to love those who God will bring into your ministry, because it is all about the
Lord and being present for the other!

John H. Snyder

33 years of service
Conference Relations: Candidate 1984; Licensed to
Preach 1984; Probationary Member, Deacon 1986; Full
Member, Elder 1990.
Appointments: To Attend School 1984-1988; New
Salem/Mudlic/North Freedom/Mount Carmel 19841987; Mudlic/Salem/North Freedom/Paradise 19871988; Titusville: Bethel/White Oak 1988-February 28,
1993; Confluence/Casselman/Confluence: Mount Zion
February 23, 1993-1999; Glo-Bel Charge: Nanty Glo/
Belsano 1999-2007; Bright Hope UM Parish: Belsano/
Belsano: Faith/Nanty Glo/Northern Cambria: Mount
Union/Strongstown 2007-2011; Windber: Calvary
2011-2017.

What an amazing and grace-filled experience!
My call became clear to me as a result of reading Scripture and serving in the local
church. The first church that was United Methodist that I attended was Black Ash UMC in
Crawford County PA, Erie-Meadville District. The year I started there was 1964. I started
teaching Sunday School when I was 14. The Black Ash Church closed in 1977. I had
transferred to Blooming Valley UMC in 1972, and served as a teacher and many other
positions. My call came when Rev. Jack Hemskey was pastor at Blooming Valley, and I
entered the ministry in 1984 when Rev. David M Davis was pastor there.
I was appointed to the New Salem Charge with New Salem, North Freedom, Mudlic,
and Mt Carmel churches in Indiana District. Having a family, serving four churches, and
attending Pittsburgh Theological Seminary was quite a challenge! My next appointment
was Titusville: Bethel and White Oak in Erie-Meadville District.Then I moved to the far
south of the Western PA Conference to serve Confluence, Casselman and Mt Zion
churches in the Connelsville District.
I moved to the Glo-Bel Charge – Nanty Glo and Belsano (red brick)--and while I was
there I served in Johnstown, Indiana, and Johnstown districts. The Belsano:Faith,
Strongstown, and Mt Union churches were added to the charge and I had associate
pastors.
My last six years have been at Windber: Calvary and we have seen growth in attendance
and giving. It was true of all the churches I served that if they wanted to grow, they did. I
also have served in various district and Conference positions.
To those beginning ministry: Remember not to waver from the truth of God’s word for
any reason.

Thomas F. St. Clair

38 years of service

Conference Relations: Probationary Member, Deacon
1981; Full Member, Elder 1983; Incapacity Leave
Nov. 1, 2009; Medical Leave 2013.
Appointments: West Ohio Conference: Middletown:
Amanda 1979-1981; Western PA: Fairview/ Nebo
1981-1983; Belle Vernon: First 1983-1996; Superintendent: Connellsville District 1996-2003; Irwin: First
2003-Nov. 1, 2009; Incapacity Leave Nov. 1, 20092013; Medical Leave 2013-2017.

At the age of 16, I was called to be a pastor. Later, I thought I wanted to be a music
teacher, having received a full scholarship to Indiana U of PA. I attended California
University of PA, majoring in elementary education,and earned a B.S. in education. I was
blessed to be hired as a teacher: first in a 3rd grade all-inclusive classroom, then as a
Middle School Language Arts teacher. I earned a M.Ed. and then a M.Ed. in Administration, believing I was called to be an administrator in the middle school where I taught.
A choice then shocked me! With an offer to be a Vice Principal, that old calling to be a
pastor was loud and clear in my spirit. It’s as though God was telling me, “You’ve done
what you wanted to do; now it’s time for you to follow My calling for you.”
With much prayer and conversation with my precious wife and family, we loaded up and
moved to Dayton, Ohio to attend seminary. I became a local pastor and served Amanda
UMC in Middletown, Ohio. After graduation with a M. Div., the family moved back to WPA
and served Fairview/Nebo charge. We were moved to a blessed appointment at First
UMC in Belle Vernon where we served for 13 glorious years. It was during our time there
that I returned to school and earned my Doctorate.
In the community, I was involved in the ministerium and became very good friends with
the area pastors/priests. On my days off, I was blessed to serve as an instructor for
Westmoreland County Community College and was involved with California University of
PA. I was elected twice to Belle Vernon Area School Board, serving as president for the
last three years. After 13 years, Bishop George Bashore called me to serve as the District
Superintendent of Connellsville District. We served with him and Carolyn until he retired;
then we served with Bishop Hae Jong Kim and Whasei.
At First UMC in Irwin, our last appointment, we loved the large church experience. Seven
years there was a wonderful way to end full-time service. I now am a part-time visitation
pastor for Christ 201 Charge. I find blessings galore working with ill, hospitalized and
nursing home residents. It has been a joy serving in ministry with my best friend and wife
Susan. K. St. Clair. Our three wonderful children, Jeff, Jennifer and Jamie, their spouses
and our eight grandchildren also bring fulfillment to our lives.
To those being called: Follow God’s calling to serve Him wherever He leads you. I could
not escape it and neither will you. Thirty-eight years of pastoral ministry and seven years
in lay ministry have brought us full hearts.

William J. Starr

41 years of service
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1976;
Probationary Member, Deacon 1976; Full Member,
Elder 1979.
Appointments: To Attend School 1976-1978; New
Paris: First/Ryot 1977-October 1981; Homer City
October 1981-1993; Saint Marys: First 1993-1998;
Warren: First 1998-January 1, 2009; Central Highlands January 1, 2009-2017.

It has been a full circle. God’s call to ministry came out of nowhere. I accepted it with
contingencies that were never needed. The grace of a wonderful God and six congregations that accepted me as I was and worked with me where they were: That made a
ministry. The support of a loving wife, three exceptional children, and an extended family
were foundational. Just as suddenly, God called me to retire and I wait expectantly to
find out what He has in store.
300 words are unnecessary. Thank you God!
To those whose ministry journey is starting:
You are looking at years of ministry ahead. Don’t waste a second of it. Make sure God’s
work gets done. Make sure you tend to your family. Make sure to care for yourself.
Time passes much too quickly.

Jon M. Swart

3 years of service
Conference Relations: Part Time Local Pastor, 2014.
Appointments: Warren: First Associate August 13,
2014-2017.

Licensed for 35 years under a different denominational conference, and now as a United
Methodist, I have been blessed to serve five different congregations: two as an associate
pastor and the other three as Presiding Pastor. During part of that time I also served as
Department Chaplain for the Jamestown Professional Fire Department, Jamestown NY,
where I was employed for 22 years and retired with the rank of Lieutenant.
I felt the call to ministry as a teenager and delivered my first sermon at age 16. While
serving the four congregations prior to FUMC, my wife and I were blessed to help lead
building additions at three of the churches (the most recent was a large addition at
$464,000), as well as the construction of a brand new church building.
I have served the First United Methodist Church congregation in Warren PA since 2013.
As associate pastor, the primary role I fill at First United Methodist is to function in the
area of congregational care. My heart has a real affinity toward ministering with those in
hospitals and nursing care facilities, along with home visitations, officiating and presiding
over weddings and funerals, worship planning, and the proclamation of the Word during
worship services.
My wife of 41 years, Annette (Moore) Swart, has been an equal part of the years of ministry we have enjoyed together. Nettie’s insights, encouragements, suggestions, comforts,
and inspirations have contributed to the blessings we have experienced among the
congregations we have served. We function as a team, and the places we have served
have lovingly welcomed Nettie as much as they have welcomed me.
The ”call” God placed on my heart at an early age continues. I anxiously await God’s next
directives. God’s abundant blessings to you!

David R. Vaughn

37 years of service
Conference Relations: Probationary Member Western PA Conference 1981; Full Member 1983; Elder,
Wesleyan Church.
Appointments: Stoneboro 1981-1996; Paradise Circuit: Glenwood/Bridgeport/Paradise 1996-1998; Saint
Mary’s: First 1998-2005; Fox Chapel: Faith 2005-2010;
Johnstown: First/Johnstown: Franklin Street 2010June 1, 2012; Monaca June 1, 2012-2017.

I grew up as an active member of Woodlawn Presbyterian Church in Aliquippa until I
went to college. As a biology major at Pitt, I joined the Fellowship of Christian Athletes
and other student ministries at Bellefield Presbyterian Church. Through the discernment
of Rev. Bob Long at Bellefield, I felt called into ministry.
Since I had become very active in the Wesleyan church where my wife-to-be attended,
I transferred into the Wesleyan denomination. I applied to Asbury Seminary and began
my seminary education. While at Asbury, I was the youth pastor for a United Methodist
church in Bardstown, KY.
Two years later, I returned to Western PA, being financially unable to finish seminary. I
began working for Calgon Corp, in Robinson Twp, but felt that I had failed God by leaving
Asbury. After working two years, my call to ministry resurfaced. I took a position as pastor
of Wesleyan Church in Washington, Pa. At the same time, Woodlawn Presbyterian
Church offered to pay for the completion of my seminary degree, even though I was now
a Wesleyan. They wanted to support the only ministerial candidate from that church.
So, for three years I pastored a Wesleyan church and attended Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary with all of my seminary expenses being covered by a Presbyterian church. God
works in wonderful ways!
Since I had such a positive experience in the Methodist church in Bardstown, I transferred into the United Methodist Church after graduating, and was appointed to the
Stoneboro UM Church.
I have served in the Franklin, Connellsville, Kane, Pittsburgh, Johnstown, and Butler Districts. It has been an awesome journey. I am thankful for Gods’ faithfulness, and I thank
the United Methodist Church for the opportunity to serve.

Barry “Lee” Weyant

28 years of service

Conference Relations: West Ohio Conference Probationary Member, Deacon 1992; Full Member, Elder
1994; Transferred to Western PA Conference 1994;
Retired 2004; Returned to Full Connection 2011.
Appointments: Spartansburg/McCray 1982-1985;
North East: Immanuel 1985-1989; Meyersdale: First/
Meyersdale: Garrett/ Mount Olive/Saint Johns 19941996; Lanes Mill 1996-2000; Callensburg/Perryville/
West Freedom 2000-2004; Retired 2004; Glasgow
Larger Parish: Beaver Valley/Blandburg/Fiske/Pleasant Hill/Utahville 2009-2012; Centerville/Riceville/
Union City: Parade Street 2012-2016; Templeton
Charge: Templeton/Kellersburg/Widnoon 2016-2017.

The journey which leads to this moment began at the age of 12. My homeroom teacher,
Verna Ackerman, took me aside and told me, “Barry, one day you will be pastor.”
At the age of 14, I accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord, my Savior and my ALL-IN-ALL.
Then came the draft, the turbulent VietNam years; because of my conviction I took the
stand of CO – a conscientious objector. For 10 years my father denied I was his son, and
referred to our children as “Barry’s kids” not his grandchildren. But then came the day he
introduced me to his pastor by saying, “This is my son and he’s a preacher.” Reconciliation what a great gift!
It has been a privilege to have served the United Methodist Church in four Annual
Conferences: The old Southern New Jersey Conference, Western PA., West Ohio and
the Greater New Jersey Conference. Connie Lou and I have served churches that have
been so far left that they would cause a liberal to be concerned. And we have served
churches so far right that legalism would rule the day. We have also served churches lost
in themselves and churches who found their identity in losing themselves for the sake of
Christ and the needs of humanity.
To that young pastor just starting: Just two words, the words I want on my tombstone,
Found Faithful [Philippians 3:12-14]. Therefore, the final words, Be Faithful!
To quote Bishop Bickerton, “The journey continues”.

Carlton D. White

20 years of service
Conference Relations: Central PA Conference;
Deacon 1995, Full Member, Elder 1998, Leave of
Absence 2000; Transferred to Western PA Conference July 1, 2002.
Appointments: Central PA: State Line 1996-1998;
State College: Saint Paul’s Associate 1998-2000;
Leave of Absence 2000-May 1, 2002; Western PA:
Luthersburg Charge: DuBois: Salem/Home Camp/
Luthersburg July 1, 2002-2006; Marion Center: First
2006-2017.

A few may know that my journey with parish ministry was something that I did not foresee, but was one graced by God and many good saints as I bumbled along. I truly looked
at my start in what was then Central Pennsylvania as one to catch my breath from an
academic track for a couple years, start a family and go back to school. Life and the Lord
happened on the way.
Strong words of encouragement from mentors like Lew Parks and Gere Reist petitioned
me to stay on. That combined with my old advisor at Penn State feeling that I had missed
a window taking the time I did, left me in what I thought was a wilderness…but a narrow
path was there, even if looking back.
I thank the many in every church I was blessed to serve who truly supported me, especially the best ministry partner I could have in my beloved wife Laurie. As a tender heart,
my ministry was always described as genuine and caring. I believe it was, even though
that can take its toll. Yet, I do not type alone, as all of my sisters and brothers can point to
their own scars.
As Bishop Tom Bickerton would say, “The Journey Continues” and indeed it does as I
hope to focus now in an area of ministry that I engaged in from my time in seminary while
serving at John Umstead Psychiatric Hospital In Butner, NC. I can only hope that in this
new phase of call, I find as many good people and appreciate that even more moving
forward. May God bless and keep you all.
To those starting in ministry: Never apologize for a slow week, for high tide will come.
Use them for the first neighbors God has given you: your family.

Dennis L. Zimmerman

26 years of service

Conference Relations: Licensed, Part Time Local
Pastor 1991; Full Time Local Pastor 1996; Probationary Member, Commissioned 2004; Full Member,
Elder 2007.
Appointments: Scalp Level: Trinity 1981-1987;
Sharpsville: First 1987-1989; Wilmore/Lilly 19911996; Dunlo/Sidman 1996-2002; Johnstown United
Methodist Parish: Johnstown: First 2002-2010; Kantner 2010-2017.

I grew up near Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, the son of Merlin and Judy Zimmerman. His
parents were lifetime, faithful members of the West Milton United Methodist Church.
My mother began to serve as church organist in 1940, when she was 14 years old, and
continued in that role for nearly 70 years. She also was a longtime church leader and
teacher. My father served the congregation in virtually every role a lay person can. They
were both examples of what it means to offer their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and
witness to the Body of Christ. I credit my parents with creating the opportunity for me to
grow in faith by immersing me in the grace of God.
I married the love of my life, Debbie, in 1973, and was an active member of South Fork
First United Methodist Church when I answered a call to ministry in 1990. Under the guidance of my pastor and dear friend Albert Womer, I began the process of certification and
was appointed to serve the Wilmore-Lilly Charge from 1991-1996. I was next appointed
to the Dunlo-Sidman Charge from 1996-2002. During these appointments, I was completing my pastoral studies.
In 2002, I was appointed to serve Johnstown First United Methodist Church and in 2004
was commissioned by Bishop Hae-Jong Kim and became a probationary member. I was
ordained an Elder by Bishop Thomas Bickerton and received into full membership in
2007. From 2010-2017, I served as pastor of Kantner United Methodist Church.
Debbie and I are the loving parents of two children: Matthew Zimmerman (Andrea) and
Suzanne Smedberg (Ben), and have seven grandchildren.
.
To those beginning their ministry journey,
I have tried to remain centered on these two ideas: love God and one another; make
disciples of Jesus Christ. They have helped me maintain focus and press on toward the
prize of the upward call. Maybe it would work for you.

Other Members of the Retiring Class
(No ministry summary or statement submitted)

Kenneth L. Bossart

31 years of service

Conference Relations: Certified, Licensed to Preach
1986; Probationary Member, Deacon 1988; Full Member, Elder1992.

Appointments: To Attend School 1988-1990; West
Ohio: York 1988-1990; Western PA: Arona/Herminie
#2/Middletown 1990-1993; Middletown/New Madison: Darragh (New Madison closed 2009)1993-Jan. 31,
2010; Middletown Jan. 31, 2010-August 1, 2010; Middletown/Jeannette: Gethsemane August 1, 2010-2017.

Thomas V. Chacko

20 years of service
Conference Relations: Licensed to Preach 1994;
Certified 1995; Probationary Member 1997; Deacon
1997; Full Member/Elder 1999.
Appointments: Cambridge Springs: First/North
Richmond 1997-2003; HOME Charge: Hooversville/
Stoystown: Otterbein/Mostoller 2003-2005; California: First 2005-2014; Bentleyville/Houston: First
2014-2015; Bentleyville 2015-2017.

Randall W. Headley

26 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified, Licensed to
Preach 1991; Student Local Pastor 1992; Full Time
Local Pastor 1995; Deacon, Associate Member
2000.
Appointments: Shinglehouse August 12, 19921995; Ceres/Shinglehouse 1995-2002; Port Allegany: Trinity/Port Allegany: Evangelical/Crosby
2002-2005; Port Allegany Area Parish: Port Allegany/Crosby 2005-2015; Allegany Head Waters: Port
Allegany/Crosby/Riverside/Fishing Creek 20152017.

Diane B. Olson

14 years of service
Conference Relations: Student Local Pastor 2003;
Part Time Local Pastor 2006; Full Time Local Pastor 2009; Part Time Local Pastor 2015.
Appointments: Erie: Henderson 1996-1998; Erie:
First Associate 2003-April 22, 2007; Union City:
Parade Street/Spartansburg 2006-2009; Hopwood/
Brownfield 2009-2017.

Kathryn A. Reitz Karaba

16 years of service

Conference Relations: Student Local Pastor 2001;
Full Time Local Pastor 2003; Part Time Local Pastor
2004; Full Time Local Pastor 2013.
Appointments: Brave: Kents Chapel/Spraggs
September 2, 2001-2003; Sherrett Charge: Kaylor/
Queenstown/Sherrett/Wattersonville 2003-2004;
Hawthorn: Calvary/Oakridge 2004-2008; MCM CoOp Parish:
Curllsville/Monroe Chapel/Shippenville: Manor
2008-2013; Boyers Charge: Boyers/Eau Claire: Bethel/ Hilliards 2013-2017.

D. Lynn Yeso

7 years of service
Conference Relations: Certified 2002; Renewed
2003; Probationary Member, Commissioned 2004; ;
Full Member, Elder 2007.
Appointments: Pittsburgh: Chaplain: Director of
Chaplaincy Services Allegheny County Jail August
1, 2004-2010; To Attend School 2010-2011; Transitional Leave August 31, 2011-2012; Personal Leave
2012-2017.

