
 629 

DAY THREE 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 
  

MORNING SESSION 

  

 COMMISSIONING SERVICE – The day’s activities began at 8:00 a.m. with 

the Commission Service.  Rev. Tracy Cox brought God’s word to the body using Luke 

10:1-12 as her text and entitling her sermon “Lost in Distraction.”  

  

 After the sermon, the following Elder candidates were presented to the body for 

examination: Megan Yvonne Berkebile, Angelique O’Dette Bradford, Robert Vernon 

Ellson, Nathanael Joel Fugate, James Terry Golla III, Jonathan Joseph Hartland, Melody 

Lynn Kimmel, Hannah Marie Loughman, Keith McGarvey, Christopher Drew Myers, 

Eric Martin Oliver, Derek Ronald Platt, Angel Marie Rishell, James Taylor Roberts, and 

Thomas Roy Scott. 

  

 The following Deacon candidates were presented to the body for examination:  

Rebekah Ruth Swineford Clapp, Matthew Francis Howe, Anais Lura Hussian, Sean 

Robert Lewis. 

  

 The following Provisional Members as Elders were presented to the body for 

examination:  Paul Ambrose Harman III, Darryl S. Lockie, and Adam Joseph Stump. 

  

 An offering was received for the Conference Regional Mission Agencies. 

  

 Participants in the service included Peggy Ward, the Rev. Becky Edwards, the 

Rev. Stephanie Gottschalk, the Rev. David Janz, the Rev. Tracy Cox, Bishop Thomas 

Bickerton, Sharon Gregory, Evan Snyder, the Rev. Janet Lord, the Rev. Kelley Schanely, 

and the Rev. Kevin R. Haley. 

  

 ORDER -- Bishop Bickerton called the body to order at 9:48 a.m. 

  

 CONSENT CALENDAR ADOPTION -- Joel Garrett moved adoption of the 

consent calendar as amended.  APPROVED. 

  

 PRIVILEGE – Bishop Bickerton introduced his son T.J. Bickerton, and shared 

updates about his family. 

   

 ADOPTION OF MINUTES – Mark Goswick moved adoption of the minutes 

as published in the Daily Journal pp. 609-619 and 623-625 for Thursday, June 9th and 

Friday, June 10th.  Part of the body had not yet received the minutes, so their adoption 

was postponed until a later time. 

  

 PRIVILEGE – Bishop Bickerton called Adam Hamilton to the stage and 

expressed his deep appreciation for Adam’s ministry to the Church of Jesus Christ.  
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 STUDY – Adam Hamilton then led the conference in his 3rd and final study.  

  

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

   

 MEMORIAL SERVICE -- At 1:30 p.m., the Conference reconvened for the 

Memorial Service.  Bishop George W. Bashore shared God’s word in a sermon entitled 

“The ‘I-Am-With-You’ God Forever!”  Bishop Bashore used John 14:15-16 and 

Revelation 21:1-6 as his scripture text.  The Rev. Pamela Gardner read the role of the 

honored dead: Annette Bolds, John Shuttleworth, George Eugene Kennedy, William 

Reeby, Clifford Stollings, Ralph E. Luker, William Hudson, Ray Alton Snair, Charles 

Gregory Prince, Raymond Paul Kerr, Daniel Brant, Robert Slack, Norman Young, Virgil 

Maybray, Theresa Fouts, Florence Clark, Ronald Marshall, Earnest Hummer, Loyal W. 

Kelso, Herbert Ellsworth Claar, James H. Cooper, William Harold Smith, Rudolph 

Gerald Schmidt, Arlie Darrell Cassiday, Siglinde Becker, Craig Lyman, Margaret Patricia 

Rudat, Valeda Larsen, Grace Howe, Leah Shettler, Dennis Poff, Odamell McMahon, 

Alverda Beam, Doris Adams, Mary Sargent, Steve Kolacz, Martha Hickman, Blanche 

Tennies, Jean E. Davis, Lois Ann Barber, Lura Jean Park, Terri Gruver, Beulah Uhrin, 

Mildred Sass, John Datzell, Lillian Sloan, Yvette Friday, Donald Idecker, Kurt 

Gottschalk, Arden Lee Hearn, and Mary Mowry. 

 

 ORDER -- Bishop Bickerton called the afternoon session to order at 3:15 p.m. 

 

 PRIVILEGE -- Pat Nelson introduced Scott Gallagher & Justin Judy. They 

were presented a golden sneaker award for their 500 mile walking journey to Annual 

Conference.  Scott and Justin were given the opportunity to address the conference. 

 

 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE GREENSBURG DISTRICT -- 

Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Greensburg District while Pat 

Nelson, District Superintendent, and all the Greensburg District pastors welcomed and 

greeted each other. 

 

 ADOPTION OF MINUTES -- The minutes of Thursday, June 9th and Friday, 

June 10th were APPROVED by the body. 

 

 ADOPTION OF MINUTES -- Mark Goswick moved that the conference 

secretary and staff be given the authority to record, print, and publish the minutes of 

today (Saturday, June 11th) and tomorrow (Sunday, June 12th).  APPROVED. 

 

 JURISDICTIONAL POOL BALLOT -- Bishop Bickerton presented the 

“Western Pennsylvania Annual Conference 2016 Jurisdictional Nominations BALLOT” 

and made appropriate corrections.  He then instructed the conference to complete their 

individual ballots and hand them to the tellers.   

 

 DISABILITY CONCERNS COMMITTEE -- Debbie Hills addressed the 

conference concerning the reality of mental health issues.  She asked the conference to 
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work with the Disability Concerns Committee to make each church a place where 

everyone can find God’s grace.  

 

 CONFERENCE BOARD OF PENSIONS -- Gary Grau introduced Tom 

Parkinson to report on the Wellness program of the conference.  He thanked the 

conference for responding so positively to the Wellness program.  Tom introduced 

Christian Gabarda who presented the 2016 Wellness Champions award to Rev. & Mrs. 

Denton & Cathie Lester.   

 

 Tom Parkinson gave the conference a health care outlook and some of the plan 

design changes.  Still, though, there is a possibility of a 12-15% increase in health care 

cost for 2017.  Also, clergy should prepare for higher out-of-pocket costs, higher 

deductibles, and less HSA and HRA funding from the Conference. 

 

 In the area of pensions, all funds continue to be fully funded.  He referred the 

conference to a Pension booklet which was distributed to the body.   

 

 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE INDIANA DISTRICT -- 

Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Indiana District while Jim Pond, 

District Superintendent, and all the Indiana District pastors welcomed and greeted each 

other. 

 

 UMW -- Diane Miller told the conference about the mission of and through the 

United Methodist Women.  Diane presented the first Friend of United Methodist Award 

to Brad Lauster. 

 

 UNSTOPPABLE -- Denise Nicole Stone told of Unstoppable event (9th grade 

to age 25).  Unstoppable is to help young women to learn the issues, find a voice, change 

the world.  Unstoppable will be held at California University of Pennsylvania on July 

21st through July 24th.  

 

 BLACK COLLEGE FUND -- Faith Geer introduced Kadrien Wilson, a 2016 

honor graduate from Bennett College.  Kadrien told her story of how she has benefited 

from the Black College Fund. 

 

 MISSION AMBASSADOR -- Geraldine Truog presented a PowerPoint of her 

Mission Ambassador trip to Haiti, Nicaragua, and Bolivia.   

 

 MISSION AMBASSADOR -- Jodale “Jody” Barnhart spoke about her trip to 

South America, sharing her story through narration and slides.  She also told about what 

Mission Ambassadors can do for the local church, and also what one should do to support 

the Mission Ambassador program. 

 

 BUDGET -- Paul Ritchey made a simple statement and then turned the process 

over to Sue Hutchins, Tom Kendig, and Larry Dunn.  RS 401 “Funding for Ministry 2017 

Budget” to the body (this is actually a substitute motion due to the changes made at 
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General Conference).  The motion from the Legislative Section was for concurrence (160 

- 5 - 2).   

 

 Tom Parkinson offered a substitute amendment.  On page 513, substitute lines 

28-34 with the following: 

The Annual Conference directs the Council on Finance and 

Administration to set the Base Percentage “P” for the 2017 

Connectional Shared Ministry budget at 12.0%. 

In the event of changes in the 2017 Connectional Shared Ministry 

budget, the Council on Finance and Administration may reduce the 

Base Percentage “P,” but may not raise it above 12.0%. 

 

 Jennifer J. Craig offered an amendment to the amendment -- substitute 12.75% 

for the 12%. 

 

 Alan Brooks moved to refer the Parkinson and the Craig amendments to CFA 

for a report at the 2017 Annual Conference for the 2018 budget.  APPROVED. 

 

 Seth McPherson offered an amendment to add 513 -- line 35 

Be it further resolved that the CLT in consultation with the Personnel 

Team complete a comprehensive study of the WPA Conference staffing 

structure to creatively address: 

1)  The need for our Conference staffing structure to reflect a 

sustainable ministry honoring the local church’s faithful 

stewardship, 

2)  The scope and efficacy of the Conference staffing 

structure, and 

3)  Continuing the full utilization of the gifts of our 

Conference Staff, in concert with the Cabinet, to benefit 

the local church. 

Report and recommendations will be given to Annual Conference 

2017. 

    

The McPherson amendment was APPROVED. 

 

Following prayer, RS 401 was APPROVED as amended. 

 

 YOUTH AWARDS & PRESENTATIONS -- The youth delegation energized 

the conference with their presentation and their love for Jesus.  They gave the Pineapple 

Award to Seward United Methodist Church and the Youth Worker’s Award to California 

United Methodist Church (accepted by Tosha Crawford and Joel Crawford)..  They 

presented Bishop Bickerton with a very unique gift -- a Chewbacca mask -- which the 

Bishop promptly donned.     

 

 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE JOHNSTOWN DISTRICT -- 

Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Johnstown District while Alyce 
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Weaver-Dunn, District Superintendent, and all the Johnstown District pastors welcomed 

and greeted each other. 

 

 RECESS -- Dinner recess was called at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

EVENING SESSION 

  

 ORDER -- Bishop Bickerton called the body to order at 7:00 p.m. 

  

 EVANGELISM – Paul Morelli, representing the Evangelism Team, shared the 

newest “Good News” video clip produced by About Face Church Outreach Consultants. 

  

 DENMAN AWARDS –  Al Kimmel announced this year’s recipients of the 

Denman Awards, which recognize outstanding work in the area of evangelism. Bill 

Hebenthal received the laity award and David Stains received the clergy award. 

  

 CONFERENCE EVANGELISTS – Doug Burns, representing the Evangelism 

Team, introduced the approved Conference Evangelists: Luella Krieger, Christine Rogan, 

and John and Christine Zimmerman. 

   

 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE KANE DISTRICT -- Bishop 

Bickerton read the new appointments to the Kane District while J. Patrick Lenox, District 

Superintendent, and all the Kane District pastors welcomed and greeted each other. 

  

 JURISDICTIONAL POOL BALLOT: RESULTS – Bishop Bickerton 

reported that 765 ballots had been cast. The Clergy selected as our nominees for the 

Jurisdictional Pool are: Tracy J. Cox, Larry G. Dunn, Scott L. Gallagher, Pam Gardner, 

and Sara J. Wrona. The youth selected were: Ally Benn, Andrew Chung, Daniel J. Craig, 

Sarah Gallagher, and Mollie Landman. The young adults selected were: Laura Grace 

Orner, Joel Peterson, Sarah N. Raptosh, Rebecca Eimers, and Grant Shelfstall. Upon 

request from the Bishop, the conference affirmed ALL nominees as listed in the 

Jurisdictional Nomination Pool. 

  

 COMMITTEE ON THE EPISCOPACY -- Matt Judd, representing the 

Episcopacy Committee, recognized the members of the Bishop’s family in attendance. 

They presented gifts to Bishop Bickerton and Sally, his wife, along with Jim and 

Marlene, his parents. With donations from the local churches of the conference, a check 

was presented in honor of the Bishop for the Imagine No Malaria campaign in the 

amount of $75,638.51. Judd commented that, including the $2,000.00 given by the Youth 

Ministry Team earlier today, this check brings the total amount contributed from our 

conference to the Imagine No Malaria program to $2,126,158.90. 

  

 LEADERSHIP RECRUITMENT & NOMINATION TEAM – Donna Vizza 

presented the Nominations and Leadership Recruitment Report (Daily Journal, page 469-

497). APPROVED. 
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 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE PITTSBURGH DISTRICT -- 

Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Pittsburgh District while Paul Taylor, 

District Superintendent, and all the Pittsburgh District pastors welcomed and greeted each 

other. 

  

 CABINET REPORT – Alyce Weaver Dunn, Dean of the Cabinet, led the 

District Superintendents and extended cabinet members in presenting this year’s cabinet 

presentation. 

  

  JOINT STAFF PRESENTATION – Greg Cox, Director of Connectional 

Ministries, led the conference staff in sharing creative updates on the various conference 

ministries they are able to help lead. 

  

 APPOINTMENT AND PRAYER FOR THE WASHINGTON DISTRICT -

- Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Washington District while Braford 

Lauster, District Superintendent, and all the Washington District pastors welcomed and 

greeted each other. 

  

 FIXING OF APPOINTMENTS – At 9:25 p.m., Bishop Bickerton declared all 

appointments for the upcoming year fixed.  

  

 LAITY REPORT – Sharon Gregory, Conference Lay Leader, with the lay 

leaders of the individual districts, shared reminders of some of the themes and projects 

we have set our sights on as a conference in the past four years and challenged the 

conference to continue on as we step into the next four.   

  

 PRIVILEGE – Nancy DeNardo, delegate to General Conference, reported that 

Sharon Gregory, Conference Lay Leader in Western Pennsylvania, was elected as 

president of the Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders while at General 

Conference 2016 last month. 

  

 KOREAN MINISTRY PLAN -- Nancy DeNardo and Sung S. Chung, 

delegates to General Conference, shared the General Conference’s renewed commitment 

to its ongoing ministries in Korea. They also presented specially made crosses to each of 

our six Korean pastors in Western Pennsylvania. 

   

 DEACONS ANNIVERSARY – Bishop Bickerton introduced a video 

highlighting the ministry of United Methodist Deacons in celebration of the creation of 

the order of Deacon 20 years ago. 

  

 WESTERN PA - NICARAGUA PARTNERSHIP ANNIVERSARY – 

Bishop Bickerton introduced a video celebrating 30 years of ministry partnership 

between our conference and Nicaragua. 
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 MONITORING REPORT – Peggy Ward presented the monitoring report 

praising the ways that women and people of color were woven into the fabric of our 

conference sessions, while challenging all to do even better as we step into the future as a 

conference. She closed with ways that members of conference can intentionally become 

even more inclusive: 1) Listen. 2) Learn, and 3) Act. 

  

 GRATITUDE – Bishop Bickerton thanked the members of the Conference 

Sessions Team, the secretarial staff, and the floor managers. 

  

 RECESS -- Bishop Bickerton dismissed the conference for the evening at 10:15 

p.m. to reconvene tomorrow morning at 9:00 a.m. for the Ordination Service. 
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DAY FOUR 

June 12, 2016 

  

MORNING SESSION 

  

                ORDINATION – The conference gathered at 9:00 AM for a service of 

Reaffirmation of Baptism, Ordination, and Holy Communion. Bishop Thomas J. 

Bickerton was the preacher. Participants in the service were Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton, 

Sharon Gregory, the Rev. Janet Lord, Evan Snyder, the Rev. Kelley Schanely, the Rev. 

Kevin R. Haley, the Rev. Wade Barto, the Rev. Dr. Jonathan Bell, Katie Gascoine, Amy 

Haley, the Rev. Charles Hildbold, Conference Youth, the Rev. Seth McClymonds, Bill 

Jacka, the Rev. Barbara J. Moore, the Rev. Dr. Edward Saxman, and the Rev. Mark E. 

Goswick. 

                Received as Full members and Ordained as Elders: Chad J. Bogdewic, Larry G. 

Dunn, Melissa I. Geisler, Dianne D. Glave, Julie S. Kolacz, Scott D. Lawrence, and 

Kathleen A. McCoy Schoeneck. 

                 

                ADJOURNMENT – Following the ordination service, Bishop Bickerton 

adjourned the conference. 
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS AND ROLE OF WOMEN (COSROW) 

Saturday, June 11, 2016 

 

 We have come to the end of another Annual Conference. It has been a time 

largely focused on endings and new beginnings.  

 

 I thank Barbara Hess for stepping up to help this year. She has written the 

reports for the past 2 days, if you haven’t read them, please look in the daily journal, 

pages 620 and 626.  

 

 Worships have had inclusion of gender, race/ethnicity and age. I have heard 

inclusive language from a variety of people. We have been challenged to deal with 

racism and awareness of mental health issues. Monitoring reports of the legislative 

committees show we continue to struggle with including all the voices. Our legislation 

plenaries had several women at the mic’s making statements and amendments as well as 

a youth.  

 

 So you have heard the numbers and we have reflected back how Annual 

Conference is progressing toward full inclusion. 

  

 Now we ask you: 

Have women, People of Color come far enough? 

Should  women/People of Color want to be proportionally represented?  

Is this the best we can do and should strive for? 

If you answer “no” to this questions, then it is time for all of us to begin to do something. 

Each of us needs to become an ally to the marginalized in our midst. 

 

 How to be an ally 

 

 1.Listen -- To the words and message of this report, to marginalized colleagues, 

congregation members, friends and family. Seek them out and then listen. Listen, do not 

debate, do not look for errors or faulty logic, simply listen. Realize that there is a 

perspective, a lived experience that may be different from yours. Do not make it conform 

to yours, listen.  

 

 2. Learn -- Read, Watch, Listen -- There is so much information out there. 

Intentionally put yourself in the presence of those that will address issues. Form 

intentional groups that give the opportunity to further your insights. But first you have to 

be willing to be open, vulnerable and to see what you may not have seen before. 

 

 Observe the language you use- is it accessible for everyone, does it marginalize 

anyone, who is the unspoken ‘normal’ person, if you changed the pronoun/group would it 

make you uncomfortable? 
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 3. Act -- Be aware that maybe you don’t know, what you don’t know. Let that 

guide you to look, listen and wait before jumping in, taking over and behaving in ways 

that push others aside. 

 

 Make physical, emotional and mental space for marginalized people. The 

Bishop shared a strategy he uses of post it notes- strategies such as these attempt to give 

everyone equal access and voice to input and decision- making. How else can we shift the 

standard operating procedures to be more inclusive? We track how many speeches 

for/against, what about who is making those speeches?  

 

 Think about it- churches send their delegates and clergy here to participate and 

represent them. But truly, when we as an Annual Conference sideline, marginalize and 

trivialize input based on gender, race/ethnicity, ableisms, ageism, or sexual orientation, 

we also do that to the churches they represent.  

 

 Stand up against language that demeans those on the margins, subtle attitudes 

that don’t take them seriously, and socialization that keeps us all in rigid boxes. 

Posted on March 2008 by Ross Wantland     adapted 6/11/16 by Peggy Ward 

http://publici.ucimc.org/from-the-inside-out/ 

 

 Break the silence -- -Isms flourish in silence. Call them out. Every time. No 

matter who. No matter when. No matter where. No matter why. No matter how. Call 

them out. 

 

 You have heard powerful messages from women and People of Color during our 

time together- do not fall into the trap of exceptionality; while extraordinary individuals, 

they are not unique. Do not silence voices and limit opportunities by perpetuating the 

myth of Male and White as ‘normal’ and the few visible as unique. Think of it, each time 

a white male preaches a powerful message, chairs a committee, gives a report, if we have 

any reaction at all it is treated as matter of fact, normal, nothing to be noted. However, 

change the gender, race, age, etc. and we marvel at the exceptional skill of the unique 

individual.  

 

 I have one cautionary reminder to us as we struggle with the issues that the 

church as a whole, and we in Western Pennsylvania, face, especially the unity of the 

church. As we think about those times we have been up against split or unity, I want to 

remind us, in the most neutral way possible, that they have generally been over issues of 

who can be included and who cannot, and how we value ‘others’.  Marginalization led to 

the establishment of the AME church, and the Central Jurisdiction, far from proud 

moments in our history. Our efforts at correcting prior wrongs- Full clergy rights for 

women, women as delegates, elimination of the Central Jurisdiction, while noble in word, 

have continued to be marginalizing in deed. I believe, that we cannot maintain unity 

without dealing with our sins of marginalization. 

 

 So we are at a time of change. COSROW was reorganized and restarted during 

Bishop Bickerton’s  time here. This week we have celebrated his ministry in Western 
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Pennsylvania as we have begun looking to the future and the changes that will come. We 

passed legislation to look at our staffing, etc. seeing this time of change as an opportune 

time to do so. I encourage us to embrace this time of change and to direct that change. Let 

it be a time for us to change the way we have related to each other. Let us make this a 

change to intentionally focus on eliminating the marginalization of others and to fully 

embrace our call to be people of God and light to the world. We can do this, individually 

and corporately. We can reshape the world, by reshaping our relationships right here in 

Western Pennsylvania, right now. You know what you need to do to begin this journey.  

Just do as Jesus said, “Follow Me.” 

 

May it be so 

 

Peggy Ward, Chairperson 

Western Pennsylvania Commission on the Status and Role of Women 


