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DAY TWO 

Friday, June 10, 2016 

 

MORNING SESSION 

 
ORDER – Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton called the conference to order at 8:00 

a.m. 

 

CELEBRATING THE RETIRING CLASS OF 2016 – David Janz led the 

conference in recognizing this year’s retiring clergy and celebrating their ministries. 
 
BISHOP’S DISCRETIONARY FUND -- Bill Patrick, Floor Manager, 

reported that the body gave $8,344.83 to the Bishop’s Discretionary Fund to assist in 

emergencies. 

 

MOTION – William Meekins, Jr. moved that the secretarial staff be instructed 

to send greetings to John Wilson, Conference Secretary.  The motion was unanimously 

adopted. 

 

FIRST EPISCOPAL BALLOT – Sharon Gregory, representing the delegation 

to General and Jurisdictional Conference briefed the conference concerning the process 

of nominating Episcopal candidates from Western Pennsylvania to the 2016 Northeastern 

Jurisdictional Conference. The delegation did not raise up any candidate as an episcopal 

nominee. 

Bishop Bickerton briefed the conference on the rules regarding the balloting 

process (conference rule 2.3.10.7). All elders who have not yet reached the age of 68 are 

eligible as nominees and ballots were distributed. Eligible elders are listed in the Daily 

Journal on pages 504-512. The following elders, whose names were not listed, are also 

eligible (along with their ballot number): Rita Platt (297), Nancy Zahn (298), David 

Stains (299), David Streets (300), Emily Byrd (301), and Fred Monk (302). Sharon 

Gregory led the conference in prayer and then the first ballot for an episcopal nominee 

was cast. 

  

CONSENT CALENDAR – Joel Garrett presented the Legislation and 

Corporation Consent Calendars (Daily Journal pages 605-608) with one correction: On 

page 605, delete lines 23-27. He also gave instructions for removing items from the 

calendars for debate. 

 

PA COUNCIL OF CHURCHES – Sandra Strauss, representing the 

Pennsylvania Council of Churches, gave an overview of the ecumenical ministries we are 

a part of through our cooperation with other churches throughout the Commonwealth of 

Pennsylvania.   

 

READING OF APPOINTMENTS: CABINET – Bishop Bickerton formally 

introduced the cabinet members for the 2016-2017 ministry year and fixed their 

appointments.  
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READING OF APPOINTMENTS: BUTLER DISTRICT – Bishop 

Bickerton read the new appointments to the Butler District while Joel Garrett, District 

Superintendent, and all current Butler District pastors welcomed and greeted each other.  

 

 

GENERAL/JURISDICTIONAL CONFERENCE REPORT – Sharon 

Gregory, Chairperson of the General and Jurisdiction Conference delegations led in the 

report of the General Conference with the delegation standing behind her. Following 

Sharon’s report, the members of the Jurisdictional delegation were asked to come to the 

front of the plenary room.  The Northeast Jurisdictional Conference will be held in 

Lancaster, Pa., from July 10-15, 2016. The Bishop called upon Louise Patterson, who led 

the body in prayer for the continuing work of our delegation. 

 

FULL RIGHTS AND ORDINATION OF WOMEN – Bishop Bickerton drew 

attention that 2016 marks an historical milestone: It has been 60 years since women were 

granted full rights and ordination. Bishop Bickerton affirmed the importance of our 

women clergy. 

 

READING OF APPOINTMENTS: CONNELLSVILLE DISTRICT – 
Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Connellsville District while Bill 

Blair, District Superintendent, and all current Connellsville District pastors welcomed 

and greeted each other.  

 

BUDGET PRESENTATION – Paul Ritchey, representing the Conference 

Council of Finance and Administration, offered a report on behalf of the council and 

presented the proposed budget for 2017.  

 

READING OF APPOINTMENTS: ERIE-MEADVILLE DISTRICT – 
Bishop Bickerton read the new appointments to the Erie-Meadville District while Joseph 

Patterson, District Superintendent, and all current Erie-Meadville District pastors 

welcomed and greeted each other.  

 

RS 304 BASE CASH COMPENSATION FOR PASTORS – Jim Kimmel, 

representing Section Three moved concurrence as amended by the section (Daily Journal, 

page 608, lines 20-27). It was approved. 

 

FIRST EPISCOPAL BALLOT: RESULTS – Bishop Bickerton announced 

the results of the first Episcopal Ballot: 923 ballots were cast. 914 were valid ballots (9 

invalid). There were 130 clergy that received at least one vote. To be elected, 458 votes 

were needed. There was no election. 

 

SECOND EPISCOPAL BALLOT – After prayer, the house cast their second 

Episcopal ballot. 
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RECESS – Bill Patrick shared some announcements and then the body was 

recessed until 1:00. 

 

AFTERNOON SESSION 

 

ORDER – Bishop Bickerton called the conference to order at 1:00 p.m. 

 

SECOND EPISCOPAL BALLOT: RESULTS – Bishop Bickerton announced 

the results of the second Episcopal Ballot: 878 ballots were cast. 877 were valid ballots (1 

invalid). There were 60 clergy that received at least one vote. To be elected, 439 votes 

were needed. There were no elections. 

         

 MOTION TO DISCONTINUE BALLOTING – On motion of Alan Morrison 

and support by the body, no additional ballots for Episcopal candidates were cast. 

 

ANTI-RACISM MINISTRY TEAM – The team performed a skit about a 

modern-day Blind Bartimaeus who finds his eyes being opened by Jesus… and discovers 

he really hasn’t been able to see his own role in racism. Following the skit, Don Blinn 

challenged the conference to invite Jesus to really open all of our eyes to our own 

blindness to racism. 

 

STUDY – Rev. Adam Hamilton shared insights regarding Effective Church 

Leadership and Ideas for Preaching and Worship he has learned from his ministry with 

The Church of the Resurrection, in Kansas City.  Rev. Hamilton’s hope is to inspire, 

encourage, and equip the pastors of the conference to do God’s work.  He emphasized the 

three areas of vital congregations: leadership, prayer & worship, and missional outreach 

to the community (evangelism).  During his time with us, Rev. Hamilton inspired pastors 

and laity alike with multiple concrete ideas and translatable principles. 

 

RECESS – Following Rev. Hamilton’s addresses, the body was in recess until 

the evening session. 

 

EVENING SESSION 

 

WORSHIP CELEBRATION – At 7:00 p. m., the conference gathered together 

for “A Celebration of our Journey Together with Bishop Thomas J. Bickerton.”  During 

the service, personal testimonies were shared by the Rev. James Tubbs (Former Dean of 

the Cabinet), Laura Grace Orner (Youth Ministry Team President), The Rev. Gregory 

Cox (Director of Connectional Ministries), Sharon Gregory (Conference Lay Leader), 

Rebekah Swineford Clapp (New Provisional Member), and the Rev. Alyce Weaver-Dunn 

(Dean of the Cabinet).    Other participants in the service were: The Rev. Ross Pryor, the 

Rev. Karen Trask, the Rev. Chris Kindle, Brenda Thompson, the Rev. Eric Park, Tara 

Park, the Rev. Darrell Greenawalt, Mary Urso, the Rev. Matt Judd, the Rev. Joel Garrett, 

the Rev. William B. Meekins Jr., Evan Snyder, and the Rev. Kevin Haley.  An offering 

for Discipleship Initiatives was received.  Following the worship service, a reception was 

held for Bishop Bickerton, Sally (his wife), and Jim (his father). 
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COMMISSION ON THE STATUS AND ROLE OF WOMEN (COSROW) 

June 10, 2016 

 

Today at Annual Conference this morning the 60
th

 anniversary of females being ordained 

as full clergy was celebrated.  All female clergy members were recognized from the 

conference floor and needless to say, it is about time.  According to the General 

Commission on the Role and Status of Women (GCSRW) in their August 2015 issue of 

Women by the Numbers, only 27% of all clergy are female and 33% of all district 

superintendents are female.  Compare this to the membership of the UMC which is 57% 

female according to the December 2015 issue of Women by the Numbers. 

 

Initial observations of our Annual Conference by COSROW indicate that in legislative 

sections, both women and men spoke.  According to monitor reports, 24.38% of those 

attending Annual Conference spoke during legislative sections.  Of those that spoke, 

34.5% were female and 65% were male.  In addition, 30.8% of those that spoke were 

identified as clergy with 18% being female clergy and 81% being male clergy.  This 

means that male clergy spoke 4.5 times more than female clergy.  This is down from the 

high of male clergy speaking 6 times as many times as female clergy but there has not 

been much movement in the ratio of the number of male clergy comments versus female 

clergy comments in the past 5 years.  Female clergy speak at the lowest rate overall with 

only 5.6% speaking during legislative section compared to 25% of male clergy who 

speak during legislative sections.  These statistics for female clergy have remained 

consistent over the past several years. 

 

Besides noting who spoke, monitors also noted the type of interactions during the 

legislative sections.  Of the females who made contributions during legislative section 

54% were questions while only 21% of male contributions were questions.  Amongst 

females only 13.5% of the contributions were speeches for/against resolutions, 

amendments to resolutions, motions to accept or call for the question while 35.7% of 

male contributions were of this type.  One male in one section interrupted without being 

called on and attempted to dominate the conversation.  Among racial/ethnic persons 

attending Annual Conference only 1.8% spoke during legislative sections and only 8.4% 

of youth spoke. 

 

Talking about what people are saying, it has also been noticed that sometimes what we 

say or who we include or do not include may have an impact at Annual Conference.  We 

say things without thinking about how we may be hurting or excluding persons.  Several 

times during Annual Conference participants have been asked to stand either to vote in a 

legislative section, to receive a ballot, or to be recognized to speak.  Yet, it should be 

noted that we have participants at Annual Conference that cannot stand.  I know that 

persons do not mean to be thoughtless but as pointed out by a gentleman in my legislative 

section when we were asked to stand, he added “And if you are not able to stand, please 

raise your hand.”  He was sporting Canadian crutches.   
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So today, let us think about who we include (female clergy), who we exclude (Bishop 

Bickerton publicly apologized to Rev. Lisa Grant for omitting mentioning her when 

introducing leadership. Thank you Bishop.) and what we say.  Even though what we say 

may not be meant to be hurtful or exclusionary, it is only when someone points out to us, 

that we become more aware how thoughtless we sometimes are.   

 

Barbara Hess (for Peggy Ward) 

 


