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Amanda Gilligan, who received the 
Professional Youth Worker of the Year 

Award in 2009 while 
serving as youth di-
rector at Grace UMC 
in Indiana, has been 
named Coordinator 
of Young People’s 
Ministry for the 
Western Pennsyl-
vania Conference. 
She officially began 
work Dec. 1 in the 
part-time staff posi-

tion that will encompass ministries 
designed for youth, college students 
and young adults.

Although by most standards Amanda 
is still a young adult herself, she brings 
considerable experience to her new 
position. In addition to 10 years work-
ing with youth at Indiana Grace and a 
few more with Franklin District youth 
ministry, she assists with the college 
student ministry at California United 
Methodist Church. Her husband, the 
Rev. William “B.T.” Gilligan, is pastor of 
the church, located just a few blocks 
from California University of PA.
A teacher with a degree in elementary 
education from Indiana University 
of PA, Amanda and B.T. are parents 
of 8-year-old Samuel and 6-year-old 
Olivia. 

Contact her at amanda.gilligan@
wpaumc.org.

MLK Service Set for Jan. 15 

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi will be 
the featured speaker at a Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. service at 4 p.m., Sunday, 
Jan. 15 at Garden City UMC in Monro-
eville. The annual event is sponsored 
jointly by the Greensburg and Pitts-
burgh Districts, but is open to all. 

UMC Scholarships

United Methodist students may apply 
online for Fall 2017 scholarships from 
Jan. 3 - March 1, 2017. Student loans 
are also available at interest rates 
as low as 3.75 percent with a credit 
worthy co-signer.  Learn more about 
scholarships and loans at the General 
Board of Higher Education and Min-
istry website gbhem.org/loans-and-
scholarships. 

Mini Mission u 

The Rev. Dr. James Ritchie will lead a 
spiritual growth study of “The Bible 
and Human Sexuality” during a mini 
Mission u from May 7-9 at Olmsted 
Manor. The study was popular at last 
summer’s Mission u at California Uni-
versity of PA. Get details and register 
at olmstedmanor.org/events.

Women’s Spirituality Retreat

Sue Duffield, singer, songwriter, humor-
ist, speaker and author, will lead Olmst-
ed Manor’s Spring Women’s Spirituality 
Retreat, which promises a lot of laughs 
in addition to inspiration. It’s April 
23-25 at the Conference retreat center 
along PA Route 6 in Ludlow. Get details 
at olmstedmanor.org/events. 

Fly Fishing Retreat 
The Secrets of Fly Fishing Success is 
the title of another 
retreat at Olmsted 
Manor that is open to 
everyone. It’s set for 
April 29-May 1. Learn 
more at olmstedma-
nor.org/events or call 
814-945-6512.

A Bishop’s New Year’s Covenant
By Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi

In my tradition one of the most moving worship experiences we had during the 
holiday season was the Watch Night Service.  On New Year’s Eve we would gather 
together and, through song and testimony, we praised God and recounted the 
many ways God had blessed us throughout the year. 

About 25 minutes before midnight, my father, 
who was my pastor, started preaching. He was 
never long-winded, but on New Year’s Eve it 
was especially important for him to be concise; 
he had to finish preaching about 10 minutes 
before midnight. It was vitally important that 
everyone be in prayer as the year started.

Around 11:50 p.m. everyone gathered at the 
altar and prayed. Shortly after the stroke of 
midnight my dad prayed aloud.  After “Amen,” 
he said, “Happy New Year!” The congregation 
rose from the altar, embracing one another and 
praising God for a new year.  

When I moved away from home, I continued 
the tradition of being at the altar on New Year’s 

Eve.  Even as a young adult, when I may have had other activities planned for the 
evening, church came first.  My parents instilled in me the importance of reflect-
ing on what God had done for us in the past year and beginning the new year in 
conversation with God about God’s hopes and dreams for the coming year.

Watch Night Service has been part of the African American Church tradition since 
Dec. 31, 1862, when black slaves and free blacks gathered together in the safety 
of churches and homes to await news of the enactment of the Emancipation 
Proclamation on January 1, 1863.  While I have not found official documentation, 
I believe many of those Africans who gathered on Dec. 31, 1862 were part of the 
Methodist movement -- because as early as 1740, John Wesley began encouraging 
those in the movement to have a Covenant Renewal Service on New Year’s Eve.

This new year, as we prepare for a new president to take office, there are some re-
ligious minorities, persons from the LGBTQ community, African Americans and im-
migrants who want to gather together for safety.  There are other Americans who 
want to gather together for celebration. The difference in perspective on what 
impact President-elect Trump has had and will have on this country and world is 
monumental. Unfortunately this difference continues to manifest itself in ways 
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that are divisive, mean-spirited, and at times criminal.   I believe God meant for our 
different perspectives and diversity to be a blessing to humankind, yet somehow we 
have taken what God meant for good and used it for evil.  Rather than learning from 
each other, we have allowed our diversity to create a culture of ideological isolation.  
Ideological isolation has lead to “isms”, hate-talk, and intolerance for being in true 
community with others with differing views. Ideology has become an idol, and con-
sequently diversity continues to be a stumbling block for building real community.

I hope and pray that people of God will start this new year on their knees, truly and 
earnestly seeking God’s will for God’s people.  I hope that over the coming year we 
will break out of our ideological isolationism and engage in meaningful, uplifting, 
and significant conversation with those whose views we think are wrong.  I hope 
that we will hold one another accountable when we as United Methodists live be-
low our Christian witness and engage in ideological vitriol.

This is not easy or comforting work.  But it is work that must be done.  And it is work 
that can be done.  I have witnessed it.  I have seen United Methodists with views as 
far apart as is possible come together in conversation and leave that conversation, 
not having changed their opinions, but with a greater understanding of each other 
and a commitment to being in community.  All involved were blessed and all who 
witnessed it were blessed.  

Because God has blessed me so profoundly in 2016, my covenant with God for 2017 
is to be a blessing to others by all the means I can, in all the ways I can, in all the 
places I can, at all the times I can, to all the people I can, and as long as I can by hav-
ing all the holy conversations I can. I think John Wesley would approve. I pray God 
will be pleased.

Spiritual Decluttering in the New Year
continued from page 1

Bishop’s Covenant
Adapted from a UMC.org feature by Joe Iovino

Each new year brings with it the sense of a new beginning -- 365 days of promise and 
possibility. It’s a time to declutter your home or do something new. It may also be 
time to part with things related to church and declutter your spiritual life too! 
You could set aside:

Your pew

Some of us worship 
from the very same 
pew every week. 
Choosing a new seat 
will give you a new 
perspective—liter-
ally. You will see the 
service from a dif-
ferent point of view, 
which may help you 
stay more focused 
on the worship itself.

Time-wasters
John Wesley in-
structed his pastors 
to “Never trifle away time.” Instead, they were to be engaged in ministry or devel-
opment of their spiritual lives. Eliminating a few of our “time-wasters” may free up 
time to volunteer for a food bank or other ministry, regularly call old friends you no 
longer see, or join a class at church.

A favorite version of the Bible

If you’ve been a Christian for awhile, you probably know some Bible passages well. 
But reading from a different version of the Bible can help bring new insight. Search 
the web for Bible reading sites and apps to access a new version of Scripture.

A devotional

Devotionals are helpful for daily Scripture reading and prayer, but we can get in a rut 
by using the same one year after year. A new resource, like a different Bible transla-
tion, can bring new life to your time with God. Devotional resources are available 
online. The Upper Room from UMC Discipleship Ministries is a good source. 

Negativity
We all can fall into patterns of negativity. Choosing instead to find things to celebrate 
can lift your spirits and renew your passion for things that matter most. Find the love 
of Jesus in the world and celebrate it.

Church Obligations
Some of us do things in the church that bring us no joy. We’re not sure how we ever 
got the job and we don’t really want it. These kind of obligations can lead to church 
burnout. Ask how you can step away and use your gifts in a different way to serve 
your church or community. It will be a blessing both to you and your congregation.

Make room in days ahead for the Holy Spirit to work in you. Then see what happens.

Bishop Cynthia Moore-Koikoi was Baltimore Metropolitan District Superintendent when she was 
elected as a bishop by delegates to the 2016 Northeastern Jurisdictional Conference in July. She 
began her assignment to lead Western PA United Methodists on September 1, 2016. 

The Bishop worked as a school psychologist for 17 years and served in church lay leadership 
before answering her call to the ordained ministry. She answered that call while a member of 
Sharp Street Memorial UMC in Baltimore, her great-grandfather’s church and the church which 
sent her father into ministry. Her husband of three years, the Rev. Raphael Koikoi, currently serves 
as pastor there.

A graduate of Wesley Seminary Bishop Moore-Koikoi said she sees herself as a bridge-builder, 
clear and confident about what she 
believes, while respecting others who 
might not believe the same way. 

She played a key spiritual role in the 
Baltimore during unrest after the death 
of Freddie Gray in police custody. She 
organized churches to meet the needs 
of children and families and walked 
neighborhoods with volunteers in red 
T-shirts who talked and prayed with 
residents and police.

Read more at wpaumc.org/Bishop.


