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By Jessica Gamache’, Camping Coordinator

Camp is POWERFUL! 

When our young people step into church camp they are stepping out of any 
stereotypes or expectations that their peers have put on them. They step out of 
the media’s constant bombardment of what they should be, think, and look like. 
They step out of a mind-set of “I must get more, do more, and be more.” 

They step into a place where everything they do embraces God. From mealtime, 
to activities, to Bible Studies, and sleeping; everything ordinary and extraordinary 
is done in a way that helps our campers understand what it looks like to live 24/7 
as a disciple of Jesus Christ.

We don’t just serve lunch to our campers. Our campers serve lunch to each 
other and clean up after meals together. We don’t just take hikes and talk about 
the plants and animals that live in the forest. We take hikes and talk about how 
each living thing is created by God who also created our families, our friends, 
our neighbors and us, and we are to care for all of creation just as we care for 
ourselves.

In every thing we do at camp, we teach the lessons we have learned through 
Christ. Our campers learn beauty comes from the things you say and how you act. 
They learn success is measured in happiness and the positive impact you make on 
the world around you. 

They learn that the end goal is to hear the words, “well done, good and faithful 
servant” from our ultimate master. They learn God has given every one of them 
unique gifts that they can use to strengthen the Kingdom of God. They learn that 
choosing their career path based on their talents and gifts instead of money and 
expectations will ultimately make them happier in the end. 

And they learn how to live as a mature disciple of Jesus Christ. And that is 
powerful! That is the Power of Camp.

The Power of Camp!

Help Someone Attend Camp!
A Campership is a financial 
scholarship that helps pay 
the cost (in part or in full) of 
a camp event at Jumonville, 
Camp Allegheny, or Wesley 
Woods. Each of the three 
camps raises money to fund 
camperships for those who 
need financial assistance. 
But each year more indi-
viduals apply for financial as-
sistance than the funds can 
support. So some are unable 
to attend camp because of 
the financial burden. 

Your congregation can help 
make sure that everyone 
who wants to attend sum-
mer camp and strengthen 
their walk with Christ has 
the chance to do so. You 
can establish a Campership 
Program at your church. 
When congregations make 
an active commitment to 
give their children and youth 
a life-changing adventure at 

camp, they show their dedication to the faith development and spiritual jour-
ney of their members. For more information, ask your pastor, visit our website 
wpaumc.org/camping or email Jessica.Gamache@wpaumc.org. 
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There is a ballad written by Harley Allen simply called “The Little Girl.”  The ballad tells 
the sad story of a little girl who hid behind a couch while her drug addicted mother 
and alcoholic father fought day after day.  It was a daily torture for the little girl.  She 
never heard a kind word spoken in her home, never went to church, and never heard 
the name of Jesus referred to without an expletive attached.

In this sad story, the little girl’s parents eventually died in a murder-suicide.  State 
officials intervened and placed her in a foster home.  Suddenly, something special 
began to happen in her life.  Her foster parents began showering her with daily hugs 
and frequent kisses.  They took her to Sunday School, where she heard the name of 
Jesus mentioned in a kind and loving manner.  She saw his picture hanging on the wall 
in her Sunday School class and listened as the preacher referred to him each Sunday.

One day, the little girl pointed to the picture of Jesus on the wall and said, “I don’t 
remember his name, but I know that he got off the cross because he was there in my 
old house.  He held me close to his side as 
I hid behind our couch the night that my 
parents died.”

What a testimony!  She didn’t remember 
his name, but she did feel his presence.  In 
a statement of deep and profound faith, 
this little girl proclaimed her belief that 
somehow this unknown presence got off 
the cross and entered into her life.

As we journey through these days of Easter, 
how real is the resurrection for you?  Is it just another Sunday remembrance?  Is it all 
about new outfits, and lilies on the altar?  Is Easter equated with familiar hymns and 
scripture readings?  Or is it about a story of something that happened in your own 
life?  Is it a story of how God came “off the cross” and entered your life in a way that 
surprised and blessed you?  Is it a “real” memory of how God so loved you that he 
came “off the cross” and changed your perspective, and your life, forever?

I have shared with you for years now that Jesus became more than just a name to 
me when I was at church camp in the early 1970’s.  Jesus has been revealing himself 
to me in new and fresh ways every day since that first encounter.  My life has been 
blessed and changed, shaped and guided by this presence of God that got “off the 
cross” and held me close to his side.  How good it is to know that the picture on the 
wall is more than just a name to me.

That is my prayer for you this Easter.  My prayer is all about a spiritual renewal taking 

place in your life.  My prayer centers on how Jesus might come “off the cross” for you 
this Easter season and remind you that whether you are afraid or safe, hiding behind a 
couch or sitting in the comfort of your home, he is with you every step of the way.

The joy of the Christian life is found when we realize that the Jesus we read about 
in the Bible is alive and well in our lives.  That is my hope for you this Easter and my 
prayer for each of you on the journey which lies ahead.  May your prayer be like mine:

Jesus, come off the cross this Easter and enter my life with renewed passion and 
purpose.

May it be so.

Happy Easter.
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Killian Joins Partners’ Refugee Effort
Western Pennsylvania congregations 
responded to a special appeal from the 
WPAUMC-East German Partnership com-
mittee to help partner 
congregations who 
are reaching out to 
serve refugees and 
asylum seekers in 
their communities. 
From Thanksgiving to 
the end of 2015, they 
contributed more than 
$17,000.

Now, Grace Killian of 
Mt. Lebanon UMC is 
going to Eastern Ger-
many to help with the outreach efforts. 

Grace completed her two-year term as 
a Global Mission Fellow in September. 
When she returned home she learned 
that Mt. Lebanon’s partner church, 
Zwickau UMC, and other congregations 
in the partnership were trying to help 
refugee children, adults and families who 
were arriving in their towns.

“I’ve been involved on the partnership 
committee for years,” Grace said. “My 
interest in the vital work of our partners 
comes primarily from time I spent as a 
Global Mission Fellow in Mafraq, Jordan 
working with Syrian refugees.” 

She volunteered at the camp, where 
about 107,000 Syrian refugees lived, 
when visa regulations required her to 

leave Bethlehem. 
She studied Arabic in 
Bethlehem, used it at 
the camp and expects 
that it will be helpful 
in building relation-
ships with refugees in 
Germany. 

Grace will be living 
and working primarily 
in Chemnitz, about 
one hour from Dres-

den, and staying for about three months. 
At first, she said, she’ll spend some time 
visiting the different congregations that 
have refugee outreach programs, mostly 
around Dresden.  She hopes to help mo-
bilize the church volunteers to use their 
skills and to recruit additional volunteers.  

Another goal, she said, is “learning how 
our German partners are doing this and 
perhaps find ways to normalize the ac-
ceptance of refugees in the U.S.  We have 
so much to learn about welcoming the 
other and welcoming the people who are 
different from us.”

Learn more at wpaumc.org
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