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   The Western PA United Methodist summer camping program is part of a 
national and a global camping and retreat ministry. Across the country youth 
are discovering their role in the body of Christ while experiencing the intentional 
Christian community of church camp. There is value in our campers discovering 
the ministry that is happening at other camps 
throughout the United States and across the 
world. 
 This summer, some of our campers at Camp 
Allegheny, Jumonville, and Wesley Woods will 
be able to connect with kids from Tennessee, 
Missouri, and Maryland who are having some of 
the same camping experiences they are. We also 
will connect campers to the members at Annual 
Conference in Grove City, June 5-8.
 Throughout the summer, our campers will use 
the technology of Skype to see, interact with, and 
talk to other campers like them. They will have 
a chance to learn about camping experiences in 
other states and share what they are learning. 
By connecting with each other, they will not only uncover the similarities and 

differences in camping experiences, but they will 
also discover that they are part of a Church that 
extends beyond Western Pennsylvania. They will 
learn there are disciples of Jesus Christ, just like 
them, throughout our country with whom they 
can connect and share in ministry. 
 As this opportunity grows, our campers 
will have a chance to interact with camps and 
congregations from around the world. Next 
summer we hope to get connected with camps or 
congregations in Romania and Zimbabwe. 
 To get involved or if you have any questions, 
contact Jessica Gamache, Camping Coordinator 
at 724.776.2300 ext 231 or Jessica.gamache@
wpaumc.org.

Skype Expands Camp Connections

     If you’re interested in 
Christian mission, check out 
the programs offered during 
Mission u, a family-friendly 
event offering opportunities 
to learn, do hands-on mission 
work, meet those involved 
in mission here and around 
the world, worship and pray 
together. 
   Held at Grove City College 
and sponsored by the 
Conference and United 
Methodist Women, it offers 

a four-day event Sunday – 
Thursday, July 13-17 with programs for adults, children and youth; a weekend 
event July 11-13 with programs for adults and young women.  Single day Sampler 
events also are scheduled for Saturday, July 12 or Tuesday, July 15. 
   Mission u offers a spiritual growth study, a geographic study focusing on the 
Roma people of Europe and a social issue study that will explore ways to better 
understand, relate to and include persons with disabilities. 
    Learn more about Mission u and how to sign up at wpaumc.org/2014Missionu. 

    

     Youth Mission u is a four-day mission 
camp for youth in grades 6-12. It’s 
scheduled for July 13-17 at  Grove City 
College. Youth work on various hands-
on mission projects in the area during 
the day, enjoy fun and fellowship, and 
spend some time in the evening focusing 
on a social issue --Disabilities and Our 
Response. Youth Mission u will be led by 
Anais Hussain, a recent graduate of the 
University of Pittsburgh who is heading 
to Claremont School of Theology in 
the fall. Anais has an American Sign 
Language Certificate, works with those 
who have intellectual and developmental 
disabilities, and leads the youth program 
at First UMC in Pittsburgh.       
   Contact Anais at youthmissionu@
gmail.com.



 In ancient times a king decided to find and honor the greatest person in the 
kingdom.  A man of wealth and property was singled out as a possibility.  Another 
was praised for her healing powers. Digging deeper they discovered others:  a person 
acknowledged for his wisdom; another for her deep knowledge of law, another for 
his ability to grow a thriving business.  Many other successful people were brought 
to the king’s palace.
 It became evident that choosing the greatest person in the kingdom would be 
extremely difficult, if not impossible.  Finally, the last candidate stood before the 
king. She was a frail looking woman.  Her hair was white.  Her face was filled with 
wrinkles.  Her eyes shone with the light of knowledge, understanding, and love.
 “Who is this?” asked the king.  “What has this woman done?”
 You have seen and heard all the others, my king,” said the king’s aide.  “Standing 
before you now is their teacher.”
 The people and the king applauded.  She was the greatest person in the kingdom.
 I have been reflecting quite a bit these days on the role and responsibility of those 
in leadership and the influence that some people have over others, regardless of 
their position.  I watch the news and continue to be amazed that vulnerable people 
will follow poor leaders into war, terrorist attacks, and inhumane atrocities.  I read 
of others who exercise little leadership and create an understanding that “this is all 
there is.”  Some spin a web of doubt, confusion, or negativity and watch people claim 
it as the truth.  
 There are many teachers out there.  Sad to say, some of them are teaching wrong 
behaviors among disciples who have subscribed to their message.
 But there are teachers who, in their humble and consistent manner, raise people 
above the murk and expose to them a world that many have not experienced.  They 
teach without teaching. In their lives, they bear witness that there is a better way, 
a possibility in the midst of the storm, a light in the midst of darkness and despair, 
a hope that surprises, and a love that endures.  Those leaders go down to where 
people are and walk with them into a discovery that changes their lives forever. 
 At our recent gathering of the active bishops of our church, we created a circle of 
conversation.  To stimulate our thinking, a very simple question was posed: “If you 
were king/queen for a day, what would you do differently at our next meeting?”   
    Several people responded. Near the end, Harriett Jane Olson, the head of our 
United Methodist Women, took the microphone and said:  “Perhaps we could make 
a covenant that: 

1. When we speak we do not claim that it is prophecy,            
2. When we speak we do not claim that it is orthodoxy, and 
3. When someone degrades a colleague, we affirm that we know them to 

be a person of deep faith.”
    There was a silence in the room after Harriett spoke.  In that moment she was, 
without claiming any authority, our teacher.   
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 So often in leadership, whether it’s out of insecurity or desperation, we want to 
authenticate or validate ourselves.  We claim our leadership to be prophecy, hoping 
that we are speaking a truth few have thought of on their own.  At other times we 
claim our leadership to be orthodoxy, hoping that we are guarding the faith and 
upholding the time-honored traditions of our ancestors.  And, in our attempts to 
validate ourselves we can, and often do, degrade someone else in the process.  
   Who are you teaching today?  How are you teaching?  What is it that you are 
teaching through the life you are living?
    There are no self-made people in the world.  We are all products of someone, 
somewhere who instilled within us the concepts, ideas, possibilities and, sometimes, 
curses that make us who we are.  Some of us may be teachers, but we all are in need 
of being taught.
    In the midst of negative narratives that dominate our church, daily catastrophes 
that dominate the news, and daily temptations that dominate our soul, may we lean 
on the words of our teacher, Jesus:
 

Come unto me all you who labor and are heavy-laden and I will give you rest.
I will never leave you nor forsake you.
Blessed are those who have not seen, yet believe.
Lo, I am with you, even to the end of the age.

    Those are words from the greatest teacher in the Kingdom.

The Journey Continues, . . . 

Thomas J. Bickerton
Resident Bishop

UnStoppable: For young women (grade 9 to age 25) has gathered an outstanding 
group of UM leaders, presenters, and disciples for the July 10-13 mission and 
leadership event at Grove City College. They include Harriett Olson, Executive 
Director of the global United Methodist Women organization.  Rev. Stephanie 
Gottschalk, Conference Missions Coordinator, who will be there as a Spiritual 
Director.  Get details at wpaumc.org. Who can you invite to come? 

UM Night at PNC Park: Order your tickets now to see Pittsburgh Pirates play the 
LA Dodgers on United Methodist Night at PNC Park at wpaumc.org/Pirates. It’s 
Monday, July 21, but Pirate tickets are selling fast! 

Bridge Selected as Treasurer Nominee: Larry Bridge, 
a former corporate financial executive who joined 
the Conference staff as controller in 2007, has been 
selected for nomination as Conference Treasurer. 
Bridge has been serving as interim treasurer since 
Patricia Morris retired last October. The members of 
the Annual Conference will elect the treasurer at the 
2014 session, scheduled for June 5-8 at Grove City 
College.


