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   Christmas worship at Point Marion UMC will be a little different this year. The 
December 14 service at the church in Fayette County will feature music sung by 
a Fijian choir in the native Fijian language.
   The tiny borough, located between Uniontown, PA and Morgantown, WV, had 
a population of just over 1300 as of the census of 2000, but that number has 
grown as more and more native Fijians move in to work in the shale gas industry.  
Many of those immigrants attend worship at Point Marion UMC.
   “Their choir will be providing special music and their children will be 
participating in our youth Christmas program,” said Bev Roscoe, the part-time 
local pastor at Point Marion UMC. 
Since the church hasn’t had a choir in 
several years, the music provided by 
the Fijians is even more special.
   “It’s awesome. They love to sing. It’s 
all a cappella music. They don’t use 
any accompaniment,” Roscoe said. “A 
lot of times we recognize the tunes 
as being hymns from our hymnal, but 
we don’t recognize the words. They all 
speak English, but they sing in Fijian.”
   Though they hail from islands 
in the South Pacific Ocean, most 
of the families have come by way 
of California. Methodism is the 
major Christian religion in Fiji, so while living in California, the Fijian families 
established faith communities that would come together for a combined 
worship service each month.  When they moved to Pennsylvania, they looked for 
a church where they could replicate what they had in California. Point Marion 
UMC became that church.  
   “The service here was a spin-off of what they were doing in California,” said 
Roscoe. “The first time they had 40 to 50 people here, but we’ve had more than 
100.”
   The monthly worship is a traditional Fijian service in the native language of Fiji. 
It is open to the public and an interpreter is brought in to assist. “We get a lot of 
visitors that are just more curious,” Roscoe said.
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Pianist Still Strikes a Chord at 100
   Rhea Hornyak was just eight years 
old when she began playing piano for 
Bethany United Methodist Church in 
Portage, PA. That was 92 years ago 
and she’s still tickling the ivories each 
week during worship.
   Hornyak turned 100 on November 
29. “I think the secret of a long life is 
to not worry,” she said. “I made up 
my mind a long time ago that if I’m 
going to pray and ask God to help me, 
then it’s an insult to the Lord to keep 
worrying.”
   With just one year of formal piano 
instruction to her credit, Hornyak 
received a music scholarship to 
Otterbein University in Ohio in 1932. 
She attended Otterbein for one 
year and then transferred to Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania where she 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in elementary education. She taught 
English, music and arts in the Portage 

School 
District for 37 
years. 
   Age is not 
something 
Hornyak 
dwells on. 
More active 
than 

people half her age, she’s too 
busy teaching Sunday school 
classes and helping with 
community events. “I have a lot 
of years, but they’ve gone by so 
rapidly.”     
     Born when the First World 
War was beginning, Hornyak 
has seen a lot of innovations 
in her century of living, but 
her favorites are related to 
technology. She loves her iPad, 
iPhone and computer. “I just love 
this new technology. To me it’s 
a miracle that I can speak into 

this iPad and a piece of metal will talk 
back to me. I thank God every day that 
I have lived long enough to really enjoy 

this technology.”    
   Showing her love of God in 
everything she does is something that 
comes easily to her. “It’s been so easy 
for me to live a Christian life,” she 
said. “If you’re born into a situation 
where you’re surrounded with church 
music and church conversation and 
Christian discussion, it’s very easy to 
be a Christian.” 
   For Rhea Hornyak, there is much to 
celebrate.
   Read Rhea’s full story at wpaumc.
org.
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   Some of the Fijian families also worship weekly with the rest of the congregation at 
Point Marion and have begun to get involved in ministry there.
   “There is a tremendous need in the community for social supports for children and 
youth. There are a lot of latch key kids and absolutely nothing for them to do. There 
are a lot of young people who don’t have GEDs,” said Roscoe. “One of their retired 
teachers offered to teach a GED course.”
    The church also will add a program for children in grades Kindergarten through 5. 
“We are working on an after school program mid-week, twice a month where we’ll 
offer tutoring, school support, bible study and a light meal with the support of the 
church and Fijian community,” Roscoe said.
   While Roscoe currently splits her time 
between Point Marion and Gans UMC, she 
will soon focus all her energy at Point Marion. 
“We’re moving Bev to full time at Point Marion 
to meet the needs of this ministry,” said Bill 
Blair, Connellsville District Superintendent. 
“Clearly she is the right person to be serving 
these people.”
   The District and the church are ready to do whatever is necessary to help the 
Fijians become part of the Point Marion community.   
    “God has sent this wave that we don’t want to miss. These are not just people that 
we need to help. These are people who need a community,” said Blair.
   “They are going through culture shock of going from Fiji to California to Point 
Marion. They, on their own, chose to come and worship in the community. It wasn’t 
like Point Marion reached out to them. They found Point Marion.”
   The Fijians give back just as much as they receive at Point Marion. “We are in 
ministry with them, but they are in ministry with us,” said Roscoe. “They feel it was a 
mission from God for them to be moved here.”
   The Fijian choir will perform during the 10:45 a.m. service at Point Marion UMC on 
December 14. 

Fijian Immigrants

Orientation to Ministry

The Conference Board of Ordained 
Ministry will offer its next Orientation to 
Ministry event on Saturday, January 3, 
2015 at Faith UMC, Delmont.  Tracks are 
offered for those pursuing licensed or 
ordained ministry, as well as anyone who 
wants to learn about the various set-
apart ministries in the United Methodist 
Church.  Visit wpaumc.org for more 
information.

Summer Camp in Zimbabwe

How would you like to participate in 
church camp...in Zimbabwe! In the 
summer of 2015, youth ages 15-18 are 
invited to experience some international 
camping fun! The cost is $2500 and 
includes airfare, lodging and meals. Visit 
wpaumc.org/zimcamp for details and 
application.

continued from page 1

“The people who lived in the dark have seen a great light, and a light has come upon those who lived in 
the region and in shadow of death.”  - Matthew 4:16 (NCB)

   There once was a house near the entrance of a subdivision where the Christmas 
lights were burning long after the season had past. The family kept the lights on 
through January and then into February.  
   Finally, an annoyed neighbor approached the family and brazenly stated his opinion 
about why they hadn’t taken down their lights: “If I were too lazy to take my Christmas 
lights down, I think I’d at least have the decency to turn them off at night!” The couple 
did not respond and the man left in a noticeable huff.
   Around the middle of March, a sign appeared outside of the house. It simply 
read, “Welcome home, Jimmy.  We love you.” You see, their son had been deployed 
overseas by the Army. The family had left their Christmas lights on in anticipation of 
their son’s return so that they could celebrate the season together when they were 
once again face-to-face.  The lights were a symbol of their hope.
   Today there are “wars” being waged all around 
us. Some of the conflicts are taking place 
overseas. But many of the battles are right here 
at home. There are people who are fighting 
loneliness. They need a light of hope.  Some 
are waging a war against  consumerism and 
misplaced priorities. They need a light of hope. 
Some have bullets of criticism fired at them – 
and some retaliate with hurtful words. They need 
a light of hope. There are people who are in a 
struggle over their spiritual lives and are fighting 
to keep their faith alive. They don’t know what to 
do and where to turn. They need a light of hope.
   As you walk through this Advent and 
Christmas season, my prayer is that you will not only capture the wonder and grace 
that God offers in this blessed season, but you also find significant ways to share that 
wonder and grace with others. The light of God warms our hearts, to be sure. But 
there are plenty of people who live and work and play near you who are physically and 
spiritually cold.  Their lives are filled with confusion and fear and anger.  For them the 
season doesn’t mean much because they are consumed by their own needs.  
   The light we offer as a church and as modern disciples of Christ is a light that shines 
in the darkness.  It is a light that offers direction and hope.  It is a light that reminds us 
and the world that there is a way through the chaos, confusion, and controversy 
with a simple message which affirms that God gave us a gift that will keep on 
shining until we find our way home.
   This season, let your lights SO shine. May they keep on burning long after the 
season ends so that people can experience first-hand the wonderful ways that the 
Savior named Jesus shines through you.
   May it be so.

   The Journey Continues, . . . 


