
by Larry Bridge, Conference Treasurer

Did you ever find some quiet time, sit down and really think about what means the most to you?  Did you write it down 
or store it away in your overflowing memory bank? Could you reconstruct the list from memory today? 

I pray that your family, your faith community, your neighbors, friends and other special people were on that list.  How 
many material items were on it?  I guess we all have a few things that we think we can’t “do without.” 

Do you take time occasionally to rethink your priorities?  I am continually editing my list.  Often what’s important one 
year moves further up or down the list in the next. There are a few items that keep appearing on my list, no matter how 
long or short it may be. And the top 1, 2, and 3 usually stay put no matter what else happens. 

It makes sense that God, your family, your faith community and your good works should be tops.  Are they for you?  
Where do your possessions, the material part of your lives, fall on the list?

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus said: “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds of greed.  After all, one’s life isn’t 
determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is very wealthy.” Luke 12:15. 

Jesus will take care of those things.   He reminded us with these words; “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you 
will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the 
body more important than clothes?”  (Luke 12:22-23)    

In our culture, people often say things like, “I love 
to go on vacation;”  or “I love this car!” or “I love 
ethnic food.”  We can easily use the word love without 
grasping its deepest and fullest meaning.  Shouldn’t 
we really say we “like” or we “enjoy” these material 
things?  Save “love” for what you consider most 
valuable:  we love God, we love our faith community, 
we love our family, and we love others as we love 
ourselves.  We reflect love in our Conference as our 
CORE VALUE.

How do you go about loving others?  We certainly 
can’t love everyone, can we?  I suppose you could pick 
one cause and make that your love mission.  But think 
about it: Is there a BETTER way? 

As United Methodists, we have just the answer for 
this conundrum.  We are connectional, a connected 
people, in a connected mission and vision. No matter 
how little or how much of our earthly treasure we 
share, we can and do make a difference.  The United 
Methodist Church gives us the tools to “love others” in 
a global way.  Through our connectional system, every 
little bit grows into a major and significant resource to 
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“The United Methodist Church 
gives us the tools to “love 
others” in a global way. “

Cokesbury VBS Showcases
Want to get your hands on those 2015 Vacation Bible 
School starter kits before you order? Cokesbury has 
scheduled three VBS Showcase preview events in February. 
Each will give you the opportunity to examine over a 
dozen VBS Starter kits from your favorite publishers. Watch 
videos, listen to the music and ask questions about what 
Cokesbury is offering for the 2015 VBS season. Orders on 
Preview days receive up to 20 % off the regular price 
and free shipping!      

Saturday, February 14   TBA
Plains United Presbyterian Church
326 Plains Church Rd.
Cranberry Twp., PA 16066 

Sunday, February 15   2 - 4 pm
NuValley Presbyterian Church
901 E. Main St.
Rural Valley, PA 16249

Saturday, February 21    10 am - 1 pm
Trinity Tower UMC
6729 Saltsburg Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15235

Contact Cheryl Cotten at ccotten@cokesbury.com or 412-
918-0427 for more information.

   Each of us brings diverse gifts and graces to the Body of 
Christ. Disability Awareness Sunday, celebrated in February, 
calls congregations to provide full inclusion and accessibility 
for people who, because of disabilities, may have difficulty 
participating fully in the life of the church.         
      Visit wpaumc.org/disabilityconcerns.

Disability Awareness Sunday is Feb. 15, 2015

Spring Women’s Spirituality Retreat 
March 15 – 17   

Women Speak of God with Dr. Amy Oden

2015 Pastors’ Academy 
May 18-20

Telling the Whole Story with John C. Holbert
 

Church Office Professionals Retreat  
July 12-15

 
Get details at wpaumc.org/events.

Events at Olmsted Manor



Susan Benner and Bennett Scott were classmates in Myrtle Beach, SC.  In seventh grade, both were voted “most likely 
to succeed.”  In high school, both were voted “most talented.”  They shared quite a bit over the years.  Now they share a 
kidney.

After being out of touch for years, Benner and Scott were reacquainted at their 33rd high school reunion.  Scott barely 
made it because diabetes had destroyed his kidneys the previous year.  Benner, blessed with excellent health, made an 
offer to donate her kidney to Scott during that reunion.  Remarkably, when the necessary tests were conducted, their blood 
samples were a close match.  

In reflecting upon the unexpected blessing of this reunion, Benner said, “They said it was coincidental, that the odds 
were very low for two unrelated friends to match, but I was expecting it.  I think this is very God-directed.”  The president of 
the National Kidney Foundation, Dr. Alan Hull, pointed out, “Most people, while they really care about other people, don’t 
care THAT much.”

How much do you care, really?  That’s a blunt question, but it is an appropriate one as well.  As we journey through our 
lives, I tend to think that we all run the risk of only caring about ourselves and the things which either benefit or harm us.  
It’s not that we don’t care, but perhaps Dr. Hull is right – we don’t care THAT much.  

To truly care is to see with a different set of eyes.  Jesus had those eyes: eyes that saw the leper, the blind man, the 
prostitute, the children, the disenfranchised and those left alone on the side of the road.  He saw them and responded with 
healing, encouragement, and hope.  He didn’t just care – he cared THAT much.

To follow the mission of our church to “transform the world,” you and I need to find a way to see with the eyes of Jesus 
and respond with words and actions that reflect how very much a deeply devoted Christian truly cares.  People expect 
behaviors that reflect the self-centered ways of the world.  But we who know the words and ways of Jesus are called to 
represent a different way that we know, a way of love.

There are many examples, small and large, of how this can happen.  We can see how much a kind word or a simple 
action can brighten someone’s day.  We must sense how much harsh words and inaction feed discontent and lack of 
trust in humanity. We can watch how advocacy and 
collaboration set in motion major changes in our culture.  
And we also sense how apathy and self-centeredness 
can contribute to the injustices all around us.  

When someone has a physical handicap, we notice 
pretty quickly that they are in need of a ramp, a 
wheelchair, a pair of glasses, or some other form of 
aid.  When someone has a mental handicap, we can 
direct them to institutions, doctors and counselors 
trained to provide therapy and help.  But what happens 
with someone who has a spiritual handicap?  Those 
symptoms may be harder to diagnose and even harder 
to treat.  

Consider doing a self-diagnosis to see whether or 
not you need to be treated for a spiritual handicap.  Ask 
yourself:  How much do I really care?  Do I see the world 
around me with the eyes of Jesus?  Do I care THAT 
much?  Do I say things that hurt or heal, alienate or encourage?  Do I respond to the world around me with actions that 
demonstrate the love of God or am I oblivious to the cruelties and injustices around me?  

 When Susan Benner gave her classmate a kidney, she knew that the odds were very low for two unrelated friends to 
match, but, she said, “ I was expecting it.”

What are you expecting?  Better yet, what are the people around you expecting from you?  
I pray that there is an easy answer to both questions: the presence of Jesus.
The Journey Continues, . . .

make our world a better place and to 
grow disciples along the way.

There aren’t many opportunities 
like being part of a Church that makes 
a difference in peoples’ lives on a 
worldwide basis.  We see this in action 
through Imagine No Malaria; our 
partnership with Zimbabwe; missions 
in Latin America, Eastern Europe 
and in Russia, and in our support of 
missionaries in the United States and 
around the world.   And, we see it in 
the countless relief efforts to which 
The United Methodist Committee on 
Relief (UMCOR) has responded.  Some 
disasters are in our own backyards and 
others on the other side of the world.  
It’s an amazing church with amazing 
ways for us to know and feel the 
difference we make!

There are a few strings attached; 
but, surprisingly, very few. I’m sure you 
understand that every business needs 
to plan and those that don’t usually 
aren’t successful in their endeavors.  
Our Church isn’t any different.  People 
at UMCOR, Global Ministries, the 
General Board of Pensions, our own 
Conference agencies and missionaries 
must plan in order to have a stable 
future built on our faithful support.  

It’s how the United Methodist Church 
stays vital and connected.

That’s what makes faithful support 
for the needs of these agencies so 
important.  It provides a stable and 
sustainable base for disciple-making 
throughout the world.  The need 
is expressed to us through special 
calls, endowments and bequests, 
and through our Conference’s 
Connectional Apportionment (Visit 
wpaumc.org/DollarsAtWork to see how 
your money is being used in ministry). 
Faithful support provides the resources 
that allow your church, Conference 
and General Church agencies to plan 
and secure the growth of disciples for 
the transformation of the world.  You 
should be a part of it.  It’s dynamic, 
real-time and vibrant!  It’s what we all 
want for our lives and for the lives of 
others as we live out Christ’s entreaty 
to “love one another.”

Faithful stewardship to our local 
churches and for the apportionments 
that make the United Methodist 
Church real and connected throughout 
the world is a high calling.  It is one 
that assures that the top three or 
four priorities on our list remain 
there forever -- not only now, but for 

generations to come.  It’s the little that 
God asks in return for all His blessings. 
Let’s stay CONNECTED.  

Think of all the good that has 
come about because of your faithful 
stewardship.  Within our Conference,  
we sponsor events such as SPARK 
and Uth for Missions to bring our 
youth closer to God; we coordinate  
Volunteers in Mission opportunities 
in the U.S. and in other nations;  
we’re a major part of the success 
of the Imagine No Malaria effort to 
eradicate malaria in our lifetime; and 
we’ve catalyzed the planting of new 
churches and the revitalization of 
existing congregations.  Our support 
of the General Church has enabled 
the United Methodist Committee on 
Relief to respond to domestic and 
global catastrophes; to provide tools 
for the development of current and 
future ministers of the Word who help 
guide our spiritual lives; to support the 
under-represented through the Black 
College Fund and Africa University.  
This barely touches the lists of where 
you are present in God’s world though 
our Church.

There are so many ways to 
spread love within our church, our 

community and our world 
as giving members of our 
faith communities.  Let the 
knowledge of the countless 
lives we touch be a realization 
of the love we bring to 
the world and recognize 
that we return but a small 
portion of the blessings 
God has provided us.  It’s 
not a message for just today 
or tomorrow, but a living 
message that continues to 
grow in us and is kindled in all 
those we touch as we share 
our treasures.  

IT REALLY DOES MATTER, 
after all!

� e Journey
    Continues...
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