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Session One:  Wesleyan Evangelism 

I. I have said for years that as United Methodists we 

have the most relevant theology for the 21st century 

in the areas of evangelism and discipleship.   

 

 It is a theology worth knowing. 

o The concepts of grace, justification by faith, 

sanctification are all concepts of acceptance 

tempered with discipline and holy living. 

o It’s Scriptural:  you preach and teach it. 

o It’s Social:  you use it to promote outreach, 

mission, and social justice. 

o It’s Disciplined:  you use it to guide people in 

counseling & Spiritual growth. 
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o It’s a Means of Revival:  It was developed as a 

response to the apathy and doldrums of the 

church. 

o It’s Ecumenical:  It pulls from Calvinism, 

Anglicanism, and the Moravians. 

 

The story of John Wesley in 18th century England is a 

story of a young boy who is greatly influenced by his 

mother and nurtured with a life-long call to ministry.  

The discipline of his upbringing led to an amazing 

sense of focus when he enrolled in Oxford in 1726.   

The development of the Holy Club began a courageous 

intersection between what he believed and how he 

practiced that belief.  His failed venture as a 

missionary in Georgia revealed that just disciplining 

yourself with mechanical beliefs and intentional 

actions was not enough.  The Moravians on the boat 

opened a door to what it meant to be saved by faith 
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and faith alone.  Their influence continued to shape 

him as people like Peter Boehler constantly visited 

him and teased him with what it meant to be saved.  It 

haunted him until 1738 and his experience at 

Aldersgate when his heart was strangely warmed – a 

remarkable story of how a person already ordained 

and set apart found Jesus in the best sense of the 

word. 

 

In that one paragraph alone are the concepts of 

Wesleyan theology that drive the heart of our 

approach to evangelism: 

 Grace 

 Integration of belief with action. 

 Discipline 

 Revival 

 Relationships 

 Ecumenism 
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John Wesley was a practical theologian: 

 He was scholarly yet Practical Theologian  

o He read profusely but was also concerned about 

developing a faith in everyday living. 

 He was a Scriptural Theologian 

o He was possessed with spreading scriptural 

holiness over the land. 

 He was a Spirit-led Theologian 

o It was his greatest struggle but also his greatest 

asset. 

 He was a Reality-based Theologian 

o He found God within himself as he saw people 

finding God in themselves through his 

preaching. 

 He was a Disciplined Theologian 
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o Every moment was a God-moment because 

that’s how he came to understand how you 

develop a vital relationship with God. 

 He was a Church-based Theologian 

o Lived & died an Anglican 

o Wanted to revive the church 

 

This reality-based approach created an evangelist who 

was himself evangelized. 

 John Wesley struggled.  It was out of the struggle 

that his own evangelism emerged. 

 His scholarly approach was easy for him but it 

brought him no joy. 

 His practical experiences were uncomfortable for 

him but it convinced him of God’s presence. 

 He was forced to change (pulpit to field, scholar to 

practitioner, a mission to America to rejection by 

them).  



 6 

 From the Moravians he learned faith & piety. 

 From the Calvins he learned about original sin and 

God’s claim on our lives 

 From the Anglicans he learned about morality and 

the importance of the demonstration of works.  

 

His theology developed over time & experience. 

 

I. Groups of Four 

a. Describe your experience of becoming a 

Christian.  Your conversion. 

b. Since your conversion, how have you seen your 

Christian faith grow? 

c. Where are your areas of struggle in the 

development of your faith? 

d. Based on your descriptions, how might you be 

an evangelist who is being evangelized? 
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Where am I going with that?  Basic concepts have eternal 

truths. 

 You cannot take your people where you have not 

been. 

 When you sense the depth of what has been done for 

you, you cannot help but respond. 

 It is a “forced” practice in the 21st century.  We have 

lost the art of evangelism.  We do not believe in its 

importance.  We do not know how to practice it.   

 Those things make us completely “Wesleyan” 

ourselves.  It is out of our discomfort and inability 

that God comes and works.   

 These can be our greatest days. 

 

SESSION 2 “Wesleyan Discipline” 
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I. Some of you may know that our Annual Conference 

has entered into a partnership with our General 

Board of Discipleship, Discipleship Ministries, in 

the fostering of a disciple making plan called 

H.O.P.E.  H.O.P.E. is based on four concepts or 

directions:  Hospitality, Offer Christ, Grow with 

Purpose, and Engage in meaningful ministry to the 

community.  The theory behind this simple plan is 

that people have to be invited into the heart of God 

and, in turn, serve God if they are to find fulfillment 

and meaning in their lives. 

 

I am fully supportive of this plan and the need to “up our 

game” when it comes to establishing “disciple-making” 

as the central focus the work being done in our local 

churches. 
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But, there is a problem.  Disciple-making has been 

replaced by self-gratification as well as the preservation 

of our existing churches that, for the most part, are in a 

state of significant decline. 

 

We have de-emphasized disciple-making for so long that 

we now have generations of existing Christians who do 

not believe that it is their responsibility to invite others 

into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.  (At the end 

of a disciple-making series in one of our churches:  

“Pastor, I’m just not going to do that.”)  

 

Several years ago we initiated a process whereby every 

local church was asked to center their strategies around 

the creation of a “disciple-making” plan for their local 

church.  Resistance was high in some places while in 

others the plan consisted of a monthly fellowship dinner 

or a Wednesday evening, pastor-led bible study.  The 
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development of an intentional and passionate approach 

to offering Christ has been replaced with a belief that I 

come to church to charge my battery and a passion to 

preserve the building.  On the cabinet we literally have 

heard from people who have declared, “We would rather 

close than unite in meaningful ministry with anyone 

beyond ourselves.”  The result is that our Annual 

Conference currently ranks 50th out of 56 Annual 

Conferences in this country in Average Worship 

Attendance.  With the preservationist model that is 

currently in place, it gives rise to a simple question:  

“How’s that working for you?” 

 

Research reveals that the most effective disciple-making 

churches are the ones who have the staff and resources 

to work a disciple-making plan with purpose and 

intentionality.   How many members does it take to make 

a disciple?  We’d all like to think that the answer is “1.”   
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But research reveals that in churches that average 200 

or more in worship, it takes 14 members to make one 

disciple.  That same research reveals that in churches 

that average less than 200 in worship, it takes 23 

members to make disciple.  In Western Pennsylvania, we 

have 822 churches.  Only 68 of those worship more than 

200.  We have 754 churches that worship less than 200.  

Of those 754, 689 worship less than 100. 

 

It isn’t all about numbers but the reality is, in churches 

that worship less than 100, the fear factor over survival 

is intense and the preservationist model is the emphasis.  

To mobilize the people necessary to carry out a 

transformative disciple-making strategy is an uphill 

climb. 
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II. If I were to remove some of the specific statistics 

related to our Annual Conference, what I have just 

described to you is the state of affairs in John 

Wesley’s England in the 1700’s. 

 

The Anglican Church had digressed into a self-satisfying, 

preservationist, pulpit/preacher centered approach to 

ministry that resulted in high degrees of spiritual apathy 

and low degrees of disciple-making. 

 

Anglicanism was not offering Christ to its context.  It had 

become a middle to upper class gathering place to hear 

the word preached with little effect other than a 

parishioner having their battery charged for the next 

week.  The poor were basically excluded from the 

fellowship of the church and the willingness to engage in 

the community was limited to the few people who would 

find their way into the church on Sunday morning. 
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Enter into the scene one John Wesley.  Wesley – called, 

groomed, and confirmed in the Anglican way, was very 

comfortable with the high steeple church, the 

prominence of the pulpit, the organization of the local 

church, and the security of his guaranteed salary, 

benefits and placement in one of those Anglican 

Churches. 

 

But as I examined before the break, a Wesleyan 

Theology of Evangelism, while rooted in this established 

Anglican system, was NOT nurtured, fertilized, or 

pruned by this system in order to bear fruit.   

 

John Wesley loved to study and be disciplined.  He did 

not initially want to go to the prisons with the Holy Club.  

John Wesley initially believed that salvation was works 

based and his engagement with the prisons was early on 
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to somehow demonstrate that he had faith.  John Wesley 

did not initially set a goal of riding 250,000 miles on 

horseback and preach 44,000 sermons in an untold 

number of settings.  He initially believed that the best 

way to fulfill his call and disciple people was done in a 

predictable place, an Anglican Church, in a comfortable 

venue, namely the security of the pulpit of one of those 

churches.  John Wesley did not want to go out into the 

field to preach and cared little about reaching out to the 

poor coal miners in 18th century England.  UNTIL, that 

is, people like George Whitefield pushed him into the 

field and Jesus Christ opened his heart to the need to 

disciple the poor. 

 

This sounds hauntingly like our world in 21st century 

Western Pa. and in 21st century Methodism.  The very 

organization that arose as a movement in the 18th 

century to spread “scriptural holiness over the land” and 
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bring revival and renewal to the Anglican Church has 

begun to significantly appear just like the Anglican 

Church it was designed to revive. 

 

III. All of this is to say that any disciple-making plan will 

fall on deaf ears until and unless current “disciples” 

are disciple themselves and until the current ranks 

of the called once again open themselves to the 

indwelling of the spirit in a manner similar to John 

Wesley’s conversion that will, in turn, thrust them 

into places and opportunities where comforts and 

securities are at a minimum and we will have little 

choice but once again rely on a God who can do 

“immeasurably more than any of us can dream of or 

imagine.” 

 

IV. Beyond that, disciple making requires that we once 

again seriously engage in creating a serious and 
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intentional standard of accountability measures 

that require something more than just attendance 

on Sunday morning and participation in a meeting 

of the Board of Trustees.  (based, in fact, on the 

practical model of Wesley’s Class Meetings where 

people were held accountable in and out of 

relationship). 

 

SO, what would we say that those accountability 

measures and requirements might be?  Let’s take a stab.  

What if we were to say that a vital Christian in the 21st 

Century must embrace these concepts: 

 

 Be honest 

 Believe in truth and justice 

 Gives love and assistance to others 

 Possesses a genuine form of godliness. 

 Shows goodness outside of the church. 
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 Doesn’t cuss, drink, or degrade their bodies 

 Labors and suffers for others. 

 Attends worship 

 Prays regularly 

 Is sincere 

 

What do you think about this list?  It’s not a bad start, 

wouldn’t you agree?  It encompasses much of what we 

emphasize and talk about.  It embraces much of a Christ-

like life. 

 

This was a list that was constructed by John Wesley 

himself.  It was the components of a sermon that he 

preached addressing the need for discipline and 

disciple-making in 18th century England. 

 

The title of the sermon was “Almost Christian” and the 

categories above were John Wesley’s description of what 
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he called a “Heathen.”  These attempts and disciplines, 

in the mind of John Wesley, were not enough to 

adequately describe or employ the word “Christian.” 

 

I. So, in John Wesley’s mind, what qualified a person 

to be able to freely use the word “Christian” and 

what did it take for one of those Christians to 

discipline themselves and effectively and 

meaningfully disciple others? 

 

Here is John Wesley’s list.  A Christian: 

 Depends on God for his/her being – fear, awe and 

respect are the hallmarks. 

 Wants to be like God. 

 Loves God (“takes up all affection and fills the entire 

soul with desire for God”) 

 Knows his/her sin and God’s awesome nature. 

 Is dead to pride and ego. 
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 Loves their neighbors – all of their neighbors. 

 His devoted to respect for all people (Wesley 

emphasized ecumenism – he believed in mutual 

respect and a willingness to be unified in witness, 

but possessed an unwillingness to reduce what we 

believe in order to do so.  Wesley said, “All 

Christians who are truly saved belong together.”) 

 A spirit to grow and learn  (It was not necessary to 

know doctrine – unless you were a preacher.  You 

just had to have a desire to grow and to save souls. 

 Desires to do all good and strives to do so. 

 Produces fruits that demonstrate his/her 

Christianity 

o Gentleness 

o Kindness 

o Courtesy 

o Modesty 

o Generosity 
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o Openness 

 Takes care of their emotions 

 Stands boldly for Justice and do not willingly hurt 

anyone. 

 Controls his/her temper and temptations 

 Seeks no praise 

 Is not afraid to suffer, witness and even die for the 

faith. 

 Possesses an inner knowledge of the wondrous 

 Is happy 

 Majors on majors 

 Does not rest until you have the above 

 Tells others how to achieve it 

 Has faith 

o What is it?  Not an opinion but a power given by 

God through the Holy Spirit that creates an 

ability to discern, love and live like Jesus 
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We in this room are tempted by a lot of things in the 21st 

century world and church 

 

 Mediocrity 

 Security 

 Getting by from one Sunday to the next 

 Hiding and not being noticed 

 Fear (terrorism/shootings) 

 Systems 

 The ability to deflect conversations and passions 

away from the essentials of what matters most onto 

things that make people confused, angry and 

skeptical. 

 

Discipling the world for Jesus Christ requires that 

disciples are disciplined.  Deeper than that, it requires 

that disciples are disciples themselves.   “You cannot 
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take your people where you have not been.”  It is time for 

us to get serious about what it means to be a Christian, 

discipline and hold ourselves accountable to the 

principles of what it truly means to be a Christian and 

not an “almost” one, and then commit ourselves to 

intentionally and purposefully shepherding our 

communities and the people within our context into an 

understanding that their lives will never find the true 

meaning and hope they long for without the insertion of 

four critical words:  Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Thank you. 

  


