
 The parents of a child with autism struggle to find a Sunday school class where she will 
be included. A longtime trustee suffers a stroke and now needs a wheelchair. He cannot 
enter the church because the only access is by a stairway. A new member loves to sing, 
but she cannot read the words in the hymnal.
 Does your congregation practice 
hospitality? What intentional steps 
do you take to welcome people 
who might find it challenging to 
enter church for worship and other 
activities? Once they arrive, how 
do you include them? Consider 
entrances, worship spaces, learning 
opportunities, instilled attitudes and 
forms of communication that create 
barriers or open doors.
   Designated offerings collected 
on Disability Awareness Sunday 
enable churches to be more 
welcoming, creating environments 
where outsiders can becomes 
insiders. Because of the generosity of United Methodists throughout the Western 
PA Conference, congregations receive grants to help turn barriers into open doors. 
Churches install elevators, build ramps, and designate handicapped parking areas near 
entrances. The entire Disability Awareness Sunday collection remains in the Conference 
to help churches with accessibility projects.
   Each of us brings diverse gifts and graces to the body of Christ, but we all find 
strength through our faith. Disability Awareness Sunday calls congregations to provide 
full inclusion and accessibility for people in their church, who, because of disabilities, 
cannot participate fully in the life of the chruch. By helping to provide full inclusion and 
accessiblity, we show that we understand the exceptional abilities that these individuals 
possess, and that we want to see those abilities enrich the life of our congregation.
   Please give generously and joyfully to the Disability Awareness Sunday offering to 

welcome all of God’s children into every activity 
in the faith community!
   Visit wpaumc.org/disabilityconcerns.
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