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Examining the Fruit of our Ministry 
Charge Conference 2016

“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples.”  

 John 15:8 (NRSV)

As a follow-up to last year’s discussion of fruitfulness in churches around the Annual 
Conference, the church council is asked to complete the attached form, for discussion 
at this year’s Charge Conference.  For those who might be unfamiliar with Bishop 
Robert Schnase’s book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, upon which the 
questions are based, here are some basic definitions, with Scriptural foundation: 

1. The Practice of Radical Hospitality:  “Welcome one another, therefore, as Christ has
welcomed you, for the glory of God.” (Romans 15:7)

 Vibrant congregations practice “radical hospitality.”  Out of genuine love for Christ and for
others, their laity and pastors take the initiative to invite, welcome, include, and support
newcomers and help them grow in faith as they become part of the Body of Christ. (Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations, p. 11)

2. The Practice of Passionate Worship:  “How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of
hosts!  My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord.” (Psalm 84:1-2)

 Vibrant, fruitful, growing churches offer worship that connects people to God and to one
another.  (Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, p. 33)

3. The Practice of Intentional Faith Development:  “They devoted themselves to the
apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42)

 Vibrant, fruitful, growing congregations assist all persons to mature in the faith by learning
together in community.  Such opportunities for growth do not just happen.  They are
intentionally planned and supported by the church. (Five Practices of Fruitful
Congregations, p. 62)

4. The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission & Service:  “Truly I tell you, just as you have done it
to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” (Matthew
25:40)

 Risk-taking mission and service includes the mission projects, the outreach efforts, and
the work people do to make a positive difference in the lives of others for the purposes of
Christ, whether or not those persons will ever be a part of the community of faith.  (Five
Practices of Fruitful Congregations, p. 83)

5. The Practice of Extravagant Generosity:  “You will be enriched in every way for your
great generosity.” (2 Corinthians 9:11) 

 The practice of generosity describes the Christian’s un-selfish willingness to give in order
to make a positive difference for the purposes of Christ.  Extravagant generosity
describes practices of sharing and giving that exceed all expectations and extend to
unexpected measures.  It describes lavish sharing, sacrifice, and giving in service to God
and neighbor.
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CHARGE CONFERENCE FORM 
“An Assessment of Fruitfulness” 

 
 

CHURCH NAME  

CHARGE NAME  

PASTOR  

DISTRICT  
 
 

1. The Practice of Radical Hospitality:   
 

o What did you do in this area of ministry in the past year? 
 
o What fruit did your efforts bear? 

 
o What do you intend to do in this area in the coming year? 

 
 
 

2. The Practice of Passionate Worship:   
 

o What did you do in this area of ministry in the past year? 
 
o What fruit did your efforts bear? 

 
o What do you intend to do in this area in the coming year? 

 
 
 
 

3. The Practice of Intentional Faith Development:   
 

o What did you do in this area of ministry in the past year? 
 
o What fruit did your efforts bear? 

 
o What do you intend to do in this area in the coming year? 
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4. The Practice of Risk-Taking Mission & Service:   

 
o What did you do in this area of ministry in the past year? 
 
o What fruit did your efforts bear? 

 
o What do you intend to do in this area in the coming year? 

 
 
 

5. The Practice of Extravagant Generosity:   
 

 

o What did you do in this area of ministry in the past year? 
 
o What fruit did your efforts bear? 

 
o What do you intend to do in this area in the coming year? 

 
 

 

 


