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Perceptions from a Pewboy
(offered by a superintendent to the people with whom he journeys)

A church member from another district said something to me recently that inspired a time of pondering.  “You know,” he said, “I’m getting a little bit tired of hearing about this whole ‘Imagine No Malaria’ thing.”  

“Why do you think that is,” I asked.

“Well,” he said, “it seems like we’re being asked to give a whole lot of money to people who are a world away instead of using that money to help the people who are right outside our doors.”

I asked him what his church was doing to help the people “right outside [their] doors.”

“Well…uh…um…well…we hold Vacation Bible School every year.”

“That’s great,” I said.  “I’m glad to hear that.  What else?”

“Well…uh…hmmm…we collect food for the local food bank every month.”

“Excellent!  You’re helping to feed the poor.  What else?”

Silence.  Then, this response:  “I’ll have to look at our church’s budget or bulletin for the specifics.”

That conversation reminded me of how compartmentalized and myopic the Church can be in its ministry and mission.  We often fall into the trap of believing that our mission is to reach THIS person or THAT person instead of embracing the biblical mandate to go into “all the world” with the Gospel—not to mention the Wesleyan idea that the entire world is our parish.  

Those who have a genuine heart for the church’s mission already know that the church’s mission field is always “both/and”—it is both the house next door and the house on the other side of the world, and both houses are inseparably linked in the beautiful and mysterious unity of the Holy Spirit.  The Body of Christ, in other words, cannot afford to be territorial in its mission and outreach.

This became clear to me a few years back when I had the opportunity to visit and pray with patients in a hospital in the village of Ankaase (Ghana, West Africa).  On that day, I prayed with a mother and her small child, both of whom were seeking treatment for malaria.  We did not speak the same language, of course.  However, in those sacred moments, we found unity in the shared vocabulary and intonation of prayer.  The mother wept during that time of prayer.  She wept, I assume, for the sick child that she held in her arms.  Her tears became something sacramental for me—a baptismal water that flowed into the depths of my soul.

When I think about the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria,” I don’t think first of dollars and bed nets (as important as they are).  Rather, I think of that mother and child in Ghana.  I think of their faces and souls.  I think of their tears.  Most of all, I think of the truth that, if one person in the body of Christ suffers, then the entire body of Christ suffers.

As your colleague in ministry, I am asking you once again to interpret the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria” to your congregation and to help your congregation to support that ministry in significant ways.  Some churches will be inspired to offer limited support (fund raising dinners, special offerings, etc.).  But I hope that many churches will go beyond this.  I hope that many churches will challenge and raise up individuals and families who are willing to join Tara and me in committing to a manageable (but still sacrificial) monthly contribution to the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria.”  This is a big thing to ask, I know.  But I am asking.  I am asking because I believe that “Imagine No Malaria” deserves nothing less than our best effort.

Here are some practical steps for the fall, friends:

1. During the month of September, make it a priority to discuss the “Imagine No Malaria” ministry in your Church Council meetings, your Missions Committee meetings, your UMW and UMM meetings, and other gatherings where church leaders are present.  More specifically, show the brief “Imagine No Malaria” introductory video to your church leaders in September and make certain that they have one of the tri-fold introductory brochures.  (Both the video and the brochures can be ordered free of charge by using the resource order form included on the next page of the newsletter.  The printed resources can also be downloaded at imaginenomalaria.org.)

2.  Beginning in September, be sure to have “Imagine No Malaria” posters and 
     brochures in your church lobby and gathering places, so that information about the 
     ministry is readily available to your people.  (Again, these FREE resources can be 
     ordered on the resource form or online.)

3.  During the month of September, get at least one person in your congregation (who is not the pastor) to sign up     for  the “Imagine No Malaria” newsletter (which will help your congregation to stay in touch with this important   ministry).

4.  During the month of September, show the “Imagine No Malaria” video as part of your worship service (or services).

5.  Finally, find a person (or persons) in your congregation who has the heart and calling to be a cheerleader, vision-caster, and motivator for the “Imagine No Malaria” ministry.  Tell them to set a spiritual fire for this ministry and then set them loose!

I am grateful for all that you do in ministry.  Your faithfulness and devotion are a regular source of inspiration to me.  Thank you for standing alongside me, not only in the ministry of “Imagine No Malaria,” but in the entire multi-dimensional ministry of Christ’s holy Church.

May God bless you, your family, and your church or charge as you transition from summer to fall and as you continue to put hands, feet, and faces upon the ministry of Jesus Christ.

Gratefully,

Eric Park





To Submit Resource Orders:
CALL: 	(888) 346-3862
WEB:	www.ImagineNoMalaria.org/Resources
EMAIL: 	csc@umcom.org
FAX:	(615) 742-5494

Resource Order Form

Requested by:	  	
Ship to Name: 	 	
Church Name: 	 	
Ship to Address:   	
City, State, Zip:  	 	
Phone: 	 	
Arrive By (Date):   	


	Resource
	Recommended Quantity
	Quantity Ordered

	Tri-Fold  Brochure	0700
	125% avg. attendance
	

	Poster Brochure	0701
	1-5
	

	Offering Envelope	0703
	125% avg. attendance
	

	Impact 100 Brochure	0704
	20% avg. attendance
	

	INM Videos on DVD
	1-5 additional (if needed)
	

	Ministry Implementation Guide*	0702
	1-5 additional (if needed)
	

	Data CD-ROM*	0707
	1-2 additional (if needed)
	

	Imagine No Malaria Toolkit*	0706
	1 additional (if needed)
	


	* Provided to churches during district-wide training meeting, or planning meeting with the 
Area Coordinator



Imagine No Malaria is a ministry of the Global Health Initiative							www.ImagineNoMalaria.org  866.521.1179


Free Resources (available online or by order) 
 (
 
Tri-fold Brochure
)[image: Tri-fold_brochureCS.jpg]  
TRI-FOLD BROCHURE*
Educate church members about our fight against malaria.   This brochure provides an overview of why and how Imagine No Malaria helps us live a Christ-like ministry for those in need.  
UMCom Product #0700
POSTER BROCHURE
Every day, malaria’s impact unfolds throughout Africa.  Unfold this brochure – it’s an illustrated impact of malaria’s toll, ending with a poster to convey the case against malaria.  UMCom Product #0701
OFFERING ENVELOPE*
These Imagine No malaria offering envelopes are perfect to include as a bulletin insert on your designated Sunday to Save Lives.  They should be available at Nothing But Nets and Impact 100 events.  UMCom Product #0703
IMPACT 100  – BROCHURE*
This brochure is a perfect for supporting Impact 100 events; it provides a breakdown of how we can maximize support of Imagine No Malaria to save lives.  UMCom Product #0704
 (
 
Ministry Guide
)[image: Ministry_Guide.jpg]DVD
Get the INM overview, videos for youth and small groups and video from our work in Africa on one DVD. 
MINISTRY IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE*
A simple, straightforward manual to help you lead your congregation and direct their energy to achieve a maximum fundraising impact.  UMCom Product #0702
DATA CD-ROM
Print-on-demand PDF copies of material to support your Imagine No Malaria efforts.  Contents include facts, FAQ, reporting forms and bulletin inserts. UMCom Product #0707
IMAGINE NO MALARIA TOOLKIT
A comprehensive kit assembled to provide detailed information about how The people of The United Methodist Church are putting discipleship into action to overcome malaria in Africa.  Please order through customer service: (888) 346-3862.  UMCom Product #0706
WORSHIP RESOURCES
Crafted by our ministry staff to help connect this urgent need to living a Christ-like ministry, we offer compelling scripture related to this calling, and worship planning support to help connect our calling to this issue.
AVAILABILITY
Many items are available via print-on-demand through our website: www.ImagineNoMalaria.org.  
*Also available in Spanish



“The Gathering”
A Monthly Time of Worship and Fellowship for the
Laity and Clergy of the Washington District
Dynamic preaching!  Vibrant music!  Fervent prayer!  
Abundant friendship!  Spiritual transformation!

The next Gathering is Sunday, September 19, 7:00 P.M., at “Jeremiah’s.”  
“Jeremiah’s” is a beautiful banquet hall located on the second floor above Jumper’s Junction restaurant, right beside CONSOL Park (where the Wild Things play).  Here is the address for “Jeremiah’s”:    
2111 North Franklin Drive Washington, PA 15301

Eric Park will offer the ministry of preaching at the Gathering on September 19.  Tara Park and others will offer the ministry of music.  ALSO…the September 19th Gathering will include a very special time of welcome and prayer for the newly-appointed pastors and pastoral families of the Washington District.  
JOIN US FOR WHAT PROMISES TO BE A GREAT NIGHT OF WORSHIP!

Dates for upcoming Gatherings:
-Sunday, September 19—7:00 PM
-Sunday, October 17—7:00 PM (Bishop Thomas Bickerton will preach)
Sunday, November 21—7:00 PM 

CELEBRATE!
Pastors								Spouses
Rico Vespa			9/14				Joan Cox			9/11
Walter Patton		9/19				Jann Markley		9/12
Thomas Carr			9/20				Elsie Knappenberger 	9/24
[image: j0436367]Thomas Carr			9/20			
Sherry Cook			9/21			       
Roger Saunders		9/23
						Children				
							   Krista Carr 	9/2
								Emma Peterman        9/19
								
					Anniversaries


LaMar & Rachel Carlson	9/4
Hal & Nancy Dangel	 	9/9
Woody & Carol Wilson	9/15
Tom & Connie Hoeke	9/16




HAPPY 100TH TO BRIDGEVILLE CHURCH!  
On September 26, a celebration will be held during worship.  Let’s join in their celebration and send them our affirming blessings!

A note regarding one of our retired pastors, Rev. Robert (Bob) Peters:
His daughter, Kimberlee Moninger, sent word that his health is deteriorating rapidly.  His family has moved Bob to the home of his youngest daughter, Kristen Jackson.  Cards and phone calls would be appreciated.  Here is the address and phone number where Bob can now be reached:

Bob Peters
c/o Kristen Jackson
1146 Rostraver Road
Belle Vernon, PA  15012

724-366-8633


The Washington District website - http://wpaumc.org/districts/detail/33

Conference website - www.wpaumc.org.  
Conference calendar:  http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendarDistrict Calendar: http://www.wpaumc.org/events/calendar?mode=district&district=33&area=All&month=2&year=2010


The Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist Church will hold a Church Leadership/Finance Training Event for Washington District churches on Tuesday, September 21, 2010 at Washington First Church at 29 N. College Street in Washington, PA.  Registration begins at 6:15 PM and classes start at 
6:30 PM.  The following are the class titles:

LOCAL CHURCH TREASURER
PAYROLL TAXES & CLERGY TAX ISSUES
CONDUCTING A LOCAL CHURCH AUDIT
TRUSTEES
SAFE SANCTUARIES
STEWARDSHIP RESOURCES FOR THE HARVEST
HOW TO BUY A HOUSE   

Please call the District Office with the number attending from your church and for class descriptions.               



	Charge Name
	CHARGE CONFERENCE

	
	

	Avery
	Thursday, October 28 @ 7 PM

	Bentleyville/Houston
	Thursday, October 7 @ 7 PM

	Bobtown/Taylortown/Mt. Pleasant
	Wednesday, September 22 @ 7 PM

	Brave
	Wednesday, October 6 @ 7 PM

	Bridgeville
	Tuesday, November 2 @ 7 PM

	California
	Sunday, October 10 @ 12:00 PM

	Canonsburg/MeadowLands/Fawcett
	Tuesday, November 30 @ 7 PM

	Carmichaels
	Tuesday, November 9 @ 7 PM

	Centerville/Taylor
	Thursday, November 18 @ 7 PM

	Central Highlands
	Tuesday, November 16 @ 7 PM

	Clairton First
	Saturday, September 25 @ 10 AM

	Claysville/Zion
	Tuesday, November 23 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Crossroads: Associate
	Wednesday, December 1 @ 7 PM

	Eldersville
	Wednesday, September 1 @ 7 PM

	Elizabeth/Boston
	Saturday, December 4 @ 10 AM

	Fairall/Mt Morris
	Saturday, October 30 @ 10 AM

	Fairview/Nebo
	Saturday, October 2 @ 10 AM

	Good Shepherd Charge
	Wednesday, September 29 @ 7 PM

	Grace: Coal Center
	Thursday, November 4 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greater Purpose Team Ministry
	Wednesday, November 3 @ 7 PM

	Greene Hills/Fairmount
	Tuesday, September 14 @ 7 PM

	Greenock
	Wednesday, November 17 @ 7 PM

	Jackson Community
	Thursday, September 9 @ 7 PM

	Jefferson Ave/W Wash
	Tuesday, September 28 @ 7 PM

	John Wesley
	Thursday, September 23 @ 7 PM

	Jollytown
	Saturday, September 11 @ 10 AM

	Liberty/Amity
	Thursday, October 21 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Mapletown/Mount Pleasant - Assoc.
	Tuesday, October 19 @ 7 PM

	Midway
	Thursday, September 2 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela Parish
	Wednesday, September 8 @ 7 PM

	Monongahela: First
	Wednesday, October 20 @ 7 PM

	Noblestown/Federal/McDonald
	Wednesday, November 10 @ 7 PM

	Oak View
	Thursday, October 14 @ 7 PM

	Pine Run
	Thursday November 11 @ 7 PM

	Scenery Hill/Davidson
	Saturday, October 9 @ 10 AM

	Speers/Dunlevy
	Saturday, November 13 @ 10 AM

	Trinity
	Thursday, December 2 @ 7 PM

	UM Community Churches
	Saturday, October 23 @ 10 AM

	Union Roads
	Saturday, November 20 @ 10 AM

	Washington: First
	Sunday, November 14 @ 12 PM (P)

	Waynesburg: First
	Wednesday, October 27 @ 7 PM

	West Alexander
	Saturday, September 18 @ 10 AM

	West Elizabeth/Elrama/Glassport
	Wednesday, September 15 @ 7 PM

	Wrights/Edward's Chapel
	Thursday, September 30 @ 7 PM




100th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2010
We truly thank God for blessing our congregation to celebrate 100 years at this Station Street location. Our foremothers and forefathers had the vision to move the church to a more suitable location for ministry, and with the Grace of God, we have maintained the ministry here for 100 years. This significant milestone will be celebrated on September 26 at the 10:45am Worship.
We are inviting and requesting all persons who have attended this church, in the past or present, to join us in this celebration. If you live out of town, please make a special effort to return for that Sunday.
Current members are asked to invite your family members, whether they attended here previously or not, to come to church with you on that Sunday. We encourage you to also invite any of your friends. 
This celebration will be a wonderful opportunity to share in worship with family and friends. A covered dish meal will be enjoyed, following worship, so we can have an extended time of fellowship. 
We request each family to submit some biographical information about what is going on with their family, so we can prepare a keepsake booklet. The biographical information should include names of the family, number of children and/or grandchildren, city location and any career or occupational information you choose to share. This booklet will be available for a free-will donation.
Please submit your biographical information to the church, as soon as possible, but no later than September 13.
		Spiritual Growth Team of First UMC of BRIDGEVILLE

WASHINGTON DISTRICT FALL LAY MINISTRY SCHOOL
October 6, 13, 20, 27 and November 3, 2010
Registration Deadline is September 26, 2010
Fee: Basic and Advanced-$20; All others-$5
SUBJECTS OFFERED: 
Bible 202 covering the basics of how the Bible started, was assembled and was developed through to its current status.
“Getting a Grip” will offer students biblical insights and practical steps to securing a Christ-centered life in five vital areas:  your time, your health, your finances, your spiritual life and your relationships. 
Any questions, please contact Carolyn Morris at 724-627-9459 EVENINGS ONLY or Kim Provance at akimpptl@hotmail.com. 
ANNUAL LAITY RETREAT
October 15-17, 2010
Antiochian Village, Ligonier, PA
Worship Leader will be DR. SCOTT JOHNSON, Co-Lay Leader of the Western New York Annual Conference and President of the Association of Annual Conference Lay Leaders.
· How to Study the Bible
· How to Pray and Worship
· How to Resolve Conflict
· How to Share Your Faith
· How to Deal With Grief
To reserve your space, call Antiochian Village directly at 724-238-3677 and mention Event #674, www.antiochianvillage.org.  For more information and/or questions, please contact Bob Penrose at 724-840-2460(C) or 724-479-3422 (H).


SPAGHETTI DINNER AND GOSPEL MUSIC
Union Roads UMC in Gastonville, PA will hold a spaghetti dinner on Friday, September 10, 2010 from 3-7PM.  Suggested donations of $7 for adults and $3 for children.  At 7PM the Journeymen Quartet will perform gospel music.  Come and share their ministry of music. (A freewill offering will be taken to support the Journeymen’s traveling ministry.)  For more information, contact Rev. Nancy Shute at 724-348-6200.



Greene County United Methodist Hymn Sing 
7:00 PM

September 12, 2010		Fairall UMC
October 10, 2010		Kents Chapel UMC
November 14, 2010		Taylortown UMC
December 12, 2010		Mapletown UMC


The 2010 Projecting Hope Film Festival
Now with 2 locations in Pittsburgh!
October 8 - 10, 2010  |  Cranberry Cinemas
October 15 - 17, 2010  |  Waterworks Cinemas 
Free movies, all weekend.  Information coming soon.

The Heart of Africa….by Rev. Lois Swestyn, Liberty/Amity Charge, Mission Team Member, July 2010

The Heart of Africa…beats in each precious child I encountered on my VIM trip to the Nyadire United Methodist Mission in Zimbabwe.  Each hand I shook, each hug I embraced, each relationship nurtured and treasured was a glimpse of the Kingdom of God.  I wanted eight month old Chantal whom I held in my arms to be my carry on for my trip home.  Eighteen month old Kimberly, Chantal’s cousin, is one of thirteen grandchildren being raised by subsistent farmer grandparents whose adult children are employed in South Africa.  Zimbabwe has over a 70% unemployment rate.  This particular family’s well went dry.  They are now carrying water from a neighbor’s well. There is a great need to support our conference youth endeavors to raise funds for drilling wells to provide clean water in Africa. 

The Heart of Africa…beats ever so strongly in worship with the many voices lifted up in joyful praise to God, their creator, redeemer, and sustainer of life.  Their faith is so strong and so powerful in the midst of having so little in the way of material goods.  They offer themselves through hospitality and share what little food they have so graciously. 

The Heart of Africa…beats in each pastor’s footsteps as they walk everywhere they need to go.  Many have 30 to 50 miles between their churches and spend a week at a time at each location serving and providing ministry.  Some pastors have a bicycle to ride.  I took a picture of a pastor at 7 AM one morning as he rode 2 miles to the mission on his way to a meeting another 16 miles away dressed in a suit with a well worn backpack flung over his shoulders. The pastors of the surrounding district may have access to a computer once a month at the district office.  There is a strong desire for resources in the way of Bible commentaries, theological reading material, clergy apparel and robes.  Pastors deal with many deaths due to malaria and Aids.  

The Heart of Africa…beats in the parents who do without in order to provide tuition for their children to go to school.  There is no such thing as free public education.  Many pastors and teachers send their children to mission boarding schools and see them only occasionally.  Their hope for their children is a better life through education.  Orphans need sponsors like you and me to help pay for their tuition, uniform, and school supplies.  Orphans are children with one parent or no parents who are living with relatives.  If they have no relatives then they live in an orphanage like the Home of Hope at the Nyadire United Methodist Mission.  

The Heart of Africa…beats in my heart and in my husband’s heart as we join the effort to eradicate malaria by the year 2015 and as we support The Nyadire Connection.  I want to return to Zimbabwe in a couple of years and be able to see those same children I encountered on this trip.  I want to see them growing, smiling, learning, living, and loving as they were created by God to do.  This is the same God who created you and me.  The Kingdom is near…it is here!

 Let your heart  beat for Africa…give to the No More Malaria campaign and seek more information including how to sponsor orphans, partner with pastors and to donate supplies at the following website:  www.nyadire.org       My heart and many hearts of Africa thank you! 


UNITED METHODIST VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION
June 14, 2010
A note from Tennessee Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, Jason Brock:

Currently we are in transition from cleanup to rebuilding, expecting to need teams from late summer through the next 18 months to 2 years.  Across 28 declared counties, we are expecting upwards of 2,400 long term recovery cases, many involving construction.  We are currently putting together our team info packet which includes team size, age restrictions, forms, etc. for rebuild teams.  However, interested churches can go ahead and make an initial inquiry to DisasterResponse@tnumc.com and we’ll provide them an initial registration form to get on our calendar.  We will post periodic information at http://tnumcrelief.blogspot.com/ and will soon have an e-mail newsletter available.  Our disaster phone line is 615-695-2765.  All disaster communications should be sent to our DisasterResponse@tnumc.com e-mail address so copies of correspondence are shared among the Conference Disaster Response Team.
UMVIM, SEJ
United Methodist Volunteers in Mission

Christian Faith In A Post-Christendom World
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary will be presenting Dr. Jonathan J. Bonk, executive director of the Overseas Ministries Study Center on September 27th and 28th.  This free lecture series covers the following topics:  Thinking Small: Toward a Missiology of Interruptions, Missions and Money: Affluence as a Western Ministry Problem…Revisited, Africa, the Gospel and Ethics: Pre-Christendom Faith in a Post-Christendom World, and Chapel Meditation: Ambassadors for Christ.  For more information, contact:  ConEd@pts.edu or www.pts.edu

EMOTIONS ANONYMOUS GROUP
Will hold meetings every Monday at 7:30PM at the Church of the Covenant located at 267 E. Beau St.,Washington, PA.  For more information, please contact Mary Spiegal at 724-328-3721.

DAY APART AND ANNUAL MEETING  UMW OF CONNELLSVILLE & WASHINGTON DISTRICTS
Jeff Painter & Rev. Larry Homitsky will bless the UMW with their witness and program on Thursday, September 16, 2010 at Jumonville.  Registration deadline is August 31st.  Please contact Mary Hart, Washington District UMW President at 724-785-7976 or twoharts@atlanticbb.net.

CONTINUING EDUCATION EVENTS through Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, 412-924-1345:
Spiritual Leadership:  How to Lead Others with Spiritual Depth, Vision & Skill:  9/19-9/24.
Teaching for Living:  Experiencing Faith Beyond Sunday Mornings:  9/25/10 from 9AM-3PM.
Christian Faith in a Post-Christendom World:  9/27/10 at 11:30AM, 4:15PM, 7:30PM and on
9/28/1- at 11:30AM.

CHURCH TRANSFORMATION LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE
“No one likes to see churches in decline.  Is today the day you decide to do something about it?” The Missouri Annual Conference of the UMC has created and implemented a comprehensive process that is bearing fruit.  Featured speaker, Bob Farr, gives tools for local church, pastoral and lay leadership development.  It is being held at the St.Louis/Church of the Shepherd in St. Charles, MO on September 14th through September 16th.  Call Ken Willard at 636-346-7172 or e-mail him at kwillard@leadershipbasecamp.net for more information and to register for the event.

FLEA MARKET AND BAKE SALE
First UMC of Washington on Friday, September 10th from 9AM-3PM and on Saturday, September 11th, from 9AM-1PM.  Contributions will be accepted for sale beginning on Tuesday, September 7th through Thursday from 9AM-3PM.  THERE WILL NOT BE A CLOTHING SALE. 

YARD SALE
Sale is being held at the First UMC in Waynesburg on Saturday, September 11th from 8 AM-1 PM.


Exciting and Rewarding - Year Round - Team Leader Job Opportunity
Wesley Woods Inc., a beautiful United Methodist church camp located on 600 acres in Grand Valley, PA, is accepting applications for the year-round position of executive director.  Wesley Woods is a non-profit organization, just a mile from Rt. 27, 13 miles northeast of Titusville and about 20 miles southwest of Warren, PA.  Wesley Woods has been part of the camping ministry of the Western Pennsylvania Conference for over 50 years.  It has a strong and devoted following of individuals, local churches and is also supported by the conference.  The camp conducts a 10-week summer camp program and is available for use by retreat groups the rest of the year.  
This team leader position is responsible for the general supervision of the camp, is involved with assisting in the recruiting, hiring and training of staff, and helps grow the camp’s ministry for the future.  You can find out more about Wesley Woods by going to our website wesleywoods.com.  If this is a job God could be calling you to, come and learn more by emailing a letter of application and your resume to Becky Costello at rrcostello2@msn.com											 
Applications received by October 15th will be under first consideration.  Personal interviews for this position will be scheduled at Wesley Woods.
In order to apply for the position of Executive Director for Wesley Woods in Grand Valley, PA you must:
-submit a letter of application
-provide a resume listing previous camping ministry, educational experience, and references
-and if you are a United Methodist clergyperson serving under appointment, provide a short note from your district superintendent indicating knowledge of your application
Compensation:  Arrangements are according to qualifications.  It is a year-round position that offers competitive wages, on-site housing and competitive benefit package.



WEIGHT LOSS CHALLENGE

Carmichaels First United Methodist Church would like to challenge the churches to a weight loss contest.  

The rules are as follows:
Beginning on September 13, the total weight of your team must be turned in to Rev. Bruce Judy.  Your team members must stay the same for the entire contest which ends May 16.  Each month your team must report its total weight to Carmichaels First UMC.

Each team member shall get sponsors who will give them so much for every pound they lose.  The sponsors will receive an update from the member each month so they can put aside the money which will be collected at the end of the contest.  All monies collected will be donated to “Imagine No Malaria”.  The winning church will receive a trophy and bragging rights.  

How your church team loses weight is up to each church.  CFUMC has already started the weight loss program and we include everyone in the church who wants to lose weight although they may not want to be on the team.  We go for group walks, do swimming pool exercises; have weekly meetings with devotions, prayers, and idea sharing.  Our main goal is to turn our backs on the things of this world starting with food.  We want our desire for food to be a desire for God instead.  Each member has an accountability partner and they contact each other every day to pray and support one another.  The whole group’s contact information has been distributed so that we may encourage one another as often as possible.  The church is praying for all of us to lose weight.  Plans are being made for foul weather exercising such as mall walking and work outs in the fellowship hall.  Excursions such as walking as a group on Browns Trail or Ohio Pyle are being planned as well.  

It is fun, it is exciting, it is holy, and there is hope.  It is for God’s glory and we are doing it in the name of Jesus.  Praise the Lord.

You can contact CFUMC at 724-966-7123.  Bruce Judy can be reached on his cell phone at 724-747-6098.  Please pray for all of us.  Thanks.



Can you imagine a world where every mosquito bite could lead to a hospital visit or worse…death?

It’s been a long hot and humid summer.  Many of us have been bitten by mosquitoes.  We just think of mosquitoes as annoying “no see-ums” and grumpily put up with the itching left by their bites.  We have seen in recent years, diseases spread around the world via humans, animals and insects.  Occasionally, the news reports outbreaks of West Nile Virus.  Most of us don’t give that a second thought-we won’t get that-or, if we do, it’s curable-no big deal.  Well, in Sub-Saharan Africa, (places that we’ve heard of –South Africa, Sudan, Zimbabwe) mosquito bites are deadly.  A woman lost her husband and five children to mosquito bites and, subsequently, to malaria.  She is now all alone and KNOWS she too will DIE from malaria.  She lives in a small, dark, one- room brick and mud home with no windows and only one open doorway.  We know mosquitoes love the dark and, give them a little moisture-they go to town reproducing.  This is the reason why half of the African hospital beds are filled with malaria patients.  

THIS IS WHY the Western Pennsylvania United Methodist Church is sponsoring “Imagine No Malaria” as an active community Mission.  The monies that have been spent have made great progress.  In Rwanda and Eritrea, an aggressive approach of mosquito nets and community-based medical treatment has yielded a 66% and an 80%, respectively, decrease in malaria morbidity.  In South Africa, during 2003, only 141 adults and children died from malaria.  It is action that works.  With monies raised in our local churches, the continued partnership with the UN Foundation and Imagine No Malaria can and will empower the people of Africa to achieve a sustainable victory over malaria’s burden.  The premise is simple-continue to support Nothing But Nets, as bed nets are the most cost-effective malaria prevention tool available.  But, through the work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR), we will establish community-based health workers, improve hospitals and clinics, provide pesticides for residual spraying, provide better tools for draining standing water, provide education about mosquitoes and malaria and provide hand crank radios to spread information to the greatest number of people.  Our brothers and sisters in Africa are eager partners and our support is the key to their ability to eliminate malaria deaths.  

The Washington District UMC has the opportunity to set the example on what it truly means to live into Christ’s call to heal the sick and take care of the poor (2Corinthians 9:6-7).  

The Green Hills/Fairmount charge used their community festival, featuring strong men and other acts as an opportunity to bring the three churches together while spreading the message, “you don’t have to have special powers to save a life-you can save one life with just a $10 donation to “Imagine No Malaria!”. 

We can live this ministry not only in our churches but also bring it to our communities as seen.  Please let us know how your church or charge is bringing this ministry to our communities.  We will include these affirmations in coming newsletters.


Collette Hill
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